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There are times when Raymond Bombo, Executive Director for Wings For LIFE Liberia, must feel he is living in a dream. But,       

rather than a dream, Raymond is living in a world of generosity, and, one might say, miraculous moments.  
 

In 2018 Raymond contacted Wings’ Executive Director and Founder, Ann Edenfield Sweet, to share his dream of a program that 

would reach the incarcerated/formerly incarcerated and their families to help change lives and outcomes. Initially skeptical due to 

the many ‘scams’ coming out of Africa, she was reluctant to consider any form of formal relationship. But, Raymond persisted and 

Wings For LIFE Liberia was formed in 2019.  Wings For LIFE’s staff and supporters here in the U.S. have marshalled forces to help 

achieve a long-sought dream, a functional facility in which to help those most in need of support, “returning citizens’.  
 

Initially operating from his home, last year Raymond found a run-down building to renovate, he signed a 30-year lease, and Wings’ 

Liberia has a new headquarters. With renovations that were truly overwhelming and costly, Raymond’s sincerity and desire to 

serve the men and women of Liberia helped make his dream happen. 
 

As it happened, Wing’s ‘full-time and more’ volunteer, Mary Briggs, lost a dear friend, Elvira Desachy, who remembered Mary in 

her will. When trying to determine what to do with the $11K+ monies, she learned that the amount was equal to the cost of a 

desperately needed for renovations for Wings Liberia’s new facility. A new well was needed to get off the expensive and some-

what unreliable water system. The cost of that was about $1200. Active volunteer, Mary Baca and her husband Wayne determined 

that they would contribute funds for the well. 
 

Presently Raymond is the only full-time (unpaid) staff for Wings Liberia. With the new facility, the organization expects to be able 

to provide job training for many more. 
 

Liberia, West Africa is a troubled nation. Poverty, crime, much of which results from poverty, 

and a lack or resources create a plethora of social 

issues. Raymond and his team are committed to 

changing outcomes for those who’s lives have been 

upended by incarceration. With a great team and 

good resources, Wings Liberia will be able to af-

fect many lives.  

 

Donations can be made to Liberia (atpay.com) if 

you’d like to support Liberia.  A U.S. team will 

travel there in March. Call 505-291-6412 if you’d 

like to be on the team! 

Miracles in Liberia 

 

https://wings-for-life-international.secured.atpay.com/campaign/liberia-2


 

 

Gathering together to eat, share, learn, and play. 
 

What:    Wings For L.I.F.E Live Programs  

Where:  Second Presbyterian Church—812 Edith Blvd. NE (Corner Lomas & Edith) 

When:    Mondays starting at 5:00 p.m. 

Who:      Wings clients and families, the Wings Team, our supporters, others who want to  

                become more involved with Wings and our Mission as we all learn about life skills, 

      health, legal matters, how to obtain help and support from many government and 

      non-profit groups, good parenting skills, and much more.   

   

Check In:   5:30 pm     Dinner:   6:00 pm      Program:   6:30 pm 

 

December Topics and Speakers 

12/12  Ethics—At Home, Workplace, & Community  Greg Gould, MPA, LADAC  

12/19  Christmas Go Shopping & Potluck Dinner Salad or Dessert, K-Z Entrée or Appetizer  

12/26  Christmas Break—no meeting. 

 

Children’s Craft and Storytime begins right after dinner.  

Karate...stories...crafts...help with homework...fun!  

All Wings For L.I.F.E. programs are streamed on: ZOOM:      

 https://zoom.us/j/2663343868 

Facebook Live: @WingsForLIFEInternational 
 

Following the live part of the program, on-site participants will join in Chat Rooms to discuss 

the topic, ask questions and share insights.  

 

Whether live or in-person, let’s celebrate the season together.  

Please join us on Mondays for learning and sharing! 

 

MEANINGFUL MONDAYS  

Memorial 
      Steven & Naomi Johnson In Memory of Mary Johnson  

https://zoom.us/j/2663343868


 

 

A message from Ann... 
 
 
Wings For LIFE’s 27th Anniversary Celebration of Champions on Friday, October 28th was truly a  
wonderful evening. We had 334 registered guests, along with about 40 volunteers. We raised an estimated 
$85,000 (minus expenses) so were thrilled with the large number of generous donor Champions in the  
audience! This funding helps Wings continue its weekly Wings For L.I.F.E. program, resume our Wings Prison 
Community Days, gives us additional funding for our future new building, and helps us to reach and serve 
new clients, and, provide a foundation of education and resources to families challenged by incarceration.  
 

Long-time supporter and past Board member Barbara Ellena was recognized as the 2022 Visionary of 
the Year.  She was the person who had the vision for the “Celebration of Champions” and has helped us 
for the past 9 years, even though she has moved out of state.  
  
Margie Hall was recognized as the 2022 Volunteer of the Year.  Margie donated her entire wholesale 
art business, Halls of Design, to Wings, including her kiln, molds, designs, and even her customers! Margie 
has spent the past months training and working with our Wings WORKS team to master the art of creating 
clay products. 
  
During the event Special “Angel Awards” were given out to the 8 members of the NM Legislature present 
who during the 2022 Session supported Wings through Capital Outlay Funds. The remaining 10 elected    
officials who also supported Wings and were unable to be there in-person will receive their “Angel Awards” 
in Santa Fe at the next legislative session. We are so very grateful to each and every one of them.  
  
Additional “Angel Awards” were given out to the “Cookie Bakers” who up until this point were        
anonymous volunteers who made homemade cookies for every Wings Community Family Day and  
every Wings Prison Family Day. They promised to keep on baking delicious cookies for our various 
events into 2023 and beyond.   
 

Thanks to Junior Funds we received from members of the NM House of Representatives and NM State 
Senators, in January 2023 we plan to start 8 Wings For L.I.F.E. Monday night programs across New Mexico in 
Farmington, Espanola, Santa Fe, Rio Rancho, East Mountains, Valencia County, Roswell, and Las Cruces. We 
are in the process of hiring Leaders, teams of four individuals, for what will be live weekly programs in each 
community. 
  
Another exciting opportunity is in the return to prisons in NM to restart Wings Prison Family Days. Our 
first in-prison event will take place in Los Lunas at the Central NM Correctional Facility on January 7, 2023.   
  
And, to add to the opportunities to join in exciting adventures, we are planning a trip to Liberia from  
March 7 to March 16, 2023 where we will participate in the ribbon-cutting to ‘officially’ open the newly    
renovated facilities. Team members are welcome. 
  
Our ‘wings’ keep spreading and we are very grateful to everyone for their        
generosity and support, and all the CHAMPIONS who have helped make Wings 
what it is today! 
 



 

 

   Giving 

Championing 

Celebration of Champions: An evening of fun and giving 

Caring 

 Sharing 



 

 

Giving Generously to help others 

 Inspiring 



 

 

Wings is Going to Liberia! Join us! 

For some time now we have been researching potential travel plans and costs for a 

group trip to Liberia, West Africa for the dedication of the totally refurbished       

headquarters of Wings For LIFE Liberia.  We would love to have a sizeable group join 

us on the trip, and have been working on travel schedules and costs.  
 

We plan to stay at the new Wings headquarters in Monrovia, the Capital of Liberia.  

We will do family days in prisons, orphanages, schools, congregations, and everywhere 

we are welcomed.  Wings has a fabulous team in Liberia and we can’t wait to go to cut 

the ribbon for their new headquarters and help Raymond and his team do more work 

across Liberia. 
 

There are four team members right now with booked flight. Anyone else wanting to 

join us can meet at Chicago-O’Hare to travel with us to Liberia.  
 

Here is our schedule: 
03/07 - 08/23 

03/07/23 Flight: United Airlines 265         Leave Albuquerque 12:50 pm         Arrive Chicago ORD 4:43 pm 

03/07/23 Flight: United Airlines 972         Leave Chicago ORD 6:15 pm         Arrive Brussels 9:00 am (03/08/23) 

03/08/23 Flight: Brussels Airlines 9974     Leave Brussels12:10 pm                 Arrive Harbel, Liberia 8:15 pm     

       (stops in Freetown Airport, Sierra Leone) operated by Brussels Airlines) 
 

03/15/23 – 03/17/23 

03/15/23 Flight: Brussels Airlines 9974      Leave Harbel 9:35 pm                  Arrive Brussels  5:10 am (03/16/23) 

03/16/23 Flight: United Airlines 973          Leave Brussels 10:05 am               Arrive Chicago ORD 1:15 pm 
 

03/17/23 

Flight: United Airlines 739                        Leave Chicago ORD 9:15 am        Arrive Albuquerque 11:26 am 
 

For those of you with both time and resources, you may want to consider flying to Brussels a few days earlier to 

enjoy visiting Belgium. Visit The Hague, all that Brussels has to offer, and, if time, visit the town of Bruges to check 

out the Medieval section of the city that features fascinating architecture.  
 

We hope you are able to join this exciting adventure to see for yourself all that has been accomplished by Wings For 

LIFE Liberia, meet Raymond and his team, and learn more about the plans to grow and thrive as they help change 

lives.  

Join us for the last meeting of the year and a Christmas Party!  

Bring your favorite dish to share with everyone.   
 

If you or your children need Christmas gifts, also join us. If you have items that are slightly used and could be re-gifted for infants to teens, please 

bring them, as we’ll have a “Go Shopping” night.  The adults and  children will be able to pick out gifts for siblings, parents, grandparents, teach-

ers, and friends. This fun night will allow us to reflect on the joys of this past year, put us in the spirit of Christmas, and spend time with families 

and new friends. Donations of gifts, bags bows, ribbons, wrapping paper and tape would be most appreciated, as we try to help the children wrap 

their gifts for their loved ones.    All donations are tax deductible. 
        

WINGS FOR LIFE INTERNATIONAL 
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK & GO SHOPPING 

MONDAY — DECEMBER 19, 2022    STARTING AT 5 P.M. 

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 812 EDITH BLVD—ALBUQUERQUE, NM  

Corner of Lomas & Edith—Park in the lot 1 block N. of Lomas off Page Rd. 

 

                                                Set up  5:00 – 6:00 pm  Dinner 6:00 – 7:30 pm 

Bring donations to church or drop off at 2015 Wyoming Blvd Suite J by Dec. 16. 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wings 28th Annual Christmas Family Day  
Join us on Saturday, December 10th ~ 1- 4 p.m. 

Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church  

8600 Academy Road NE Albuquerque 87111 
 

Songs...Games...Bible Story...Crafts...Pizza and… 

PRESENTS FOR EVERY CHILD!! (But don’t tell them.) 

Don’t miss the fun of celebrating, sharing,  

  homemade cookies, and surprises. 
 

To ensure that we have enough of everything for everyone,  

please respond to Ann at 505-291-6412 by December 9th. 
 

Bring big smiles, appetites and be ready for a lot of fun  

as we celebrate together! 

 

Gift Ideas 

Board Games...Movie Tickets...Fast Food Gift Cards...Men's/Women’s Cologne...Hair Accesso-

ries...Hand Lotion...Bubble Bath...Shampoo...Toothpaste/toothbrushes...Brush/Comb Set… 

Batteries...I-Tune Cards...Toy Cars/ Trucks...Barbie Dolls/Baby Dolls...Juvenile Posters (boy or 

girl)...Books...Shoes, socks, underwear...Coloring Books/Markers/Crayons...Balls (Football,   

soccer, basketball, baseball)...Winter jackets/coats/hats/ gloves… Makeup...Perfume...Clothing 

for infants to teens...Gift Cards 

 

Join us as we make merry and share “The Reason for the Season” while we create wonderful 

moments and memories.  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  
If you can help, please call 505-291-8412.  THANKS! 
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Transforming lives to break the  

generational cycle of incarceration. 

NAME:          

 

ADDRESS:          

 

CITY/STATE/ZIP:         

 

PHONE:     EMAIL:      

Wings is a 501(c) 3 not-for-profit organization. 

Wings For LIFE 

Int’l 

Reunites  

Families  

& Restores Hope 

4th Quarter 2022 

A child  of  a prisoner is faced with a daunting future. 
 

Children of prisoners have a 72% chance of ending        

up in prison themselves!*  
 

But this does not have to be!  
 

Your gift can make a difference in the life of a 

child! 

Enclosed is my tax deductible gift for: 

$500 $250 $100 $50 $25 Other $   

Facebook: @WingsForLIFEInternational 

www.instagram.com/wingsfli/ 
www.youtube.com/c/WingsForLIFEInternational 

 I would like to learn more about volunteer  

Wings For LIFE International 

8226 Menaul Blvd. NE #130         

Albuquerque, NM 87110                                                                       

505-291-6412 

www.WingsFLI.org 

Ways YOU Can  

Help Wings: 
 

• Financial contributions 

• Help with technology 

• Space for Wings WORKS! 

• Volunteer for events 

• Help in office 

• Donate paper supplies 

• Donate clothing, furniture, 

household goods and 

school supplies 

 
 

Stay healthy & safe  

& join us Monday 

nights for LIVE 

Wings For L.I.F.E 

programs! 

GREAT Nonprofit 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020,  

2021, 2022 


