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As we prepare for our 27th Year Celebration of Champions, we are filled with joy and the understanding that to 

whom much is given, much is expected. Wings For LIFE International has been given so much this year, and we 

promise that we are doing absolutely everything possible to live up to the expectations of those whose generous 

support has made this a banner year. 
  
2022 has brought so many exciting opportunities to continue our work in not only New Mexico, but across 

the US and parts of the world. 
We served a growing  number of client families and Returning Citizens (former inmates) to help them find needed  

services and employment, and continue to have amazing interns and volunteers come our way, without whom we would be 
able to do far less. 

We have produced to date 31 of our Monday night programs aired live on Zoom, Facebook, and YouTube to audiences all 
over our country and abroad, including live interaction with inmates in several NM prisons. 

We celebrated our first LIVE Monday night program since the pandemic on July 11, with food, fun, great speakers and 
special programs for kids. We will continue growing attendance at our Monday night live programs as we move into the Fall 

months 
We launched a brand new idea, a training and manufacturing program called Wings WORKS, designed to offer opportu-

nities to our clients and others who may be trying to rebuild their lives to learn a marketable skill and education to start 
their own small businesses—or become eminently employable in the workplace. 
We contacted our NM Legislators to request their support in helping fund a much-needed, much larger facility, and after a  

special session in Santa Fe in which we applied for Capital Outlay monies from the Senate and Junior Funds from the 
House, we were granted $1.222 million to purchase and renovate a building to house greatly expanded programs and 

services! We also are receiving $360K in Junior Funds that are allowing Wings to produce live programming in 8 NM  
communities. We have already identified 7 of the 8 communities that have applied. 

We held bike giveaways, Back-To-School events with lots of clothing, school supplies and backpacks given to kids, helping 
parents and caregivers save in this challenging economic time.  

We increased staffing to help manage present and future growth. 
 

And, many more exciting opportunities have come our way to participate in various events and programs throughout our 
community and our state. 
 

Now, here is where YOU, our strong supporters, come in! 
 

While the NM Legislature funding is incredible, it doesn’t cover all of those additional expenses  
involved in finally having our own building. There will be significant costs with a move, equipment, 

additional staffing, supplies and more. As our ‘angels’ who have come through so many times, we 
need your strong support by joining us at our Celebration of Champions 2022. From sponsoring  ta-

bles, to participating in Silent and Live Auctions, to inviting your friends, colleagues and families to 
join you at the October 28th event at Hotel Albuquerque—all will be part of our launching a major 

growth phase in 2023.  
 

We invite you to be part of that growth with your presence and your enthusiastic   

support! 
 

With a grateful heart, 

 

 

A Season of Gratitude! 



 

 

 
 

Wings For L.I.F.E. Monday nights are back! We are loving being back together      

in-person, but something is missing—YOU!  But what we do have is: 

  Friendly people who will welcome  you! 

Delicious meals prepared by a professional chef! 

                            Opportunity to meet people and make new friends! 

                A great program on a topic that will enhance your life! 

                Stories and crafts for your kids! 

Programs are offered every Monday of each  month except: 

5th Mondays  and Mondays that are holidays. 

 

Arrive and check in by 5:30 p.m. to mix and mingle. The fun begins with a 6 p.m. dinner for everyone,  

followed by a program presented by a speaker who is an expert in their topic. Children have their own  

programs—crafts, stories, songs, karate, and more! 
 

At 6:30 p.m. we go LIVE with our guests on Zoom joining to watch the speaker impart important infor-

mation, facts and ideas to the live and remote participants.  

When the program ends, the Zoom/Facebook/YouTube participants depart, and all who are in-person join  

in ‘Chat Rooms’ to share impressions and discuss the program. That is when inmates in some of our NM  

prisons go ‘live” with all present having the opportunity to hear from and interact with those who are incar-

cerated. Please join us for some good food, good fellowship, and a great learning experience: 
 

Where:  Second Presbyterian Church, 812 Edith Blvd. NE (Park off Page Rd. 1 block North of Lomas) 

When:   Mondays starting at 5:00 p.m. 

Who:     Wings clients and families, the Wings Team, our supporters, others who want to become more 

     involved with Wings and our Mission as we all learn about life skills, health, legal matters, how to  

     obtain help and support from many government and non-profit  groups, good parenting, and much  

     more.   
 

We have some very important topics planned for the remainder of 2022. Check out the listing of programs 

and speakers on our website, https://wingsfli.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2020-Fall-WFL-Schedule.pdf 
 

 

MONDAY NIGHT is LIVE! 



 

 

Put it on your Calendar! 
Join us at beautiful Hotel Albuquerque as we celebrate our 27th Year!  

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!! 
 

As the popular Rock ‘n Roll lyrics tell us, “Put your glad rags on and join me Hon, we’re gonna’ rock ‘til the clock 

strikes one!” Well, a few may make it ’til one, but a lot of fun is in store for you at the 27th Celebration of Champions! 

 

What can you do to help make it a smashing success? 

• Consider being a “Champion” sponsor at whatever level is comfortable for you. 

• Buy a table, or several seats at $100 each, and invite family, friends and co-workers who will learn about, and  

• hopefully begin to support, the vital work Wings is doing to help change lives. 

• Share information about the Celebration of Champions with others and encourage them to attend. 

• Purchase tickets for Wings’ clients who may never have attended an event like this. 

• Participate in the Silent Auction, which will be both online and live at the Celebration. 

• Bid in the LIVE AUCTION that offers unique items and experiences. 

 

As explained in Ann’s letter on the front page of this newsletter, we have been beyond blessed with funding that will 

totally change Wings For LIFE’s future. But, we need backup dollars to fill in the many places that will be critical to our 

expansion and ability to serve so many more people. That’s where you come in.  

 

Find out about the many ways you can help support Wings and our 27th Celebration of Champions by visiting 

www.WingsFli.org. Or, just give us a call at 505-291-6412 and we will be happy to explore options with you.  



 

 

 

Back-To-School Fashion Show 

& How to Save $$ 
 

Wings has been busy helping families prepare for kids  

returning to school and adults who need clothing appro-

priate for a new job. With prices of everything up, two 

events have helped a number of families find bargains for 

clothing and school supplies. 

 

The first event was Wings For L.I.F.E.’s Monday night  

program on August 8th that focused on the incredible   

savings available for the whole family by shopping at thrift 

stores and picking out donated clothing at Wings.  

 

Wings’ Executive Director and Founder, Ann Edenfield 

Sweet, shared that for decades she has shopped almost 

exclusively at various thrift stores around our area, build-

ing a wardrobe any woman would love.  

Attendees were asked to wear and model clothes they 

picked up from second-hand clothing stores, yard sales, 

Wings events, and their favorite clothing “boutiques”.  

Ann shared tips on how to buy, what to buy, and how to 

save a fortune on clothing and still look like a million    

dollars! Following the fashion show, those present were 

able to choose items from donated clothing. Everyone left 

with a bag full of new clothing and a big smile! 

 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL TIME! 



 

 

27th Annual Back-To-School Party! 

 

Keeping with the ‘back-to-school’ theme, on Saturday, August 13th, from 1- 4 p.m. Wings held a fun party  at Sandia 

Presbyterian Church in Albuquerque for kids and teens that featured: 
 

Singing...Games...Bible Stories...Art...Pizza...Homemade Cookies… 
 

And...Backpacks filled with school supplies! 
 

With today’s higher prices and stretched budgets, for the families that attended, picking up backpacks filled to the top 

with much-needed supplies was a great help, particularly for parents with several children in school.  
 

Children ranged from a darling little girl in a stroller to tall teens, and every single one of them left full of pizza,     

cookies, wearing backpacks and...big smiles! Parents were particularly happy to just enjoy watching their kids have a 

great time. Many of the kids also received vouchers for totally refurbished bikes from our ‘bike guy,’ Steve Nichols. 
 

Wings Executive Director and Founder Ann said of the event, “I love this Back-To-School Family Day! It is so much fun 

to see kids and parents engage in activities together, share a meal, and leave knowing that, for some of them, the full 

backpacks represent significant savings that allow the family budget to cover other expenses. I raised four boys on a 

very limited income and know personally what a little help can mean.” 
 

All-in-all, everyone had a memorable day. And that is what Wings For LIFE is all about! 
 

Thanks to those who donated backpacks and school supplies, Chick-fil-A at Wyoming and Paseo, 1687 Foundation for 

their donated books, Sandia Rotary Club, and Shepherd of the Valley Church members who toiled long to make   

beautiful blankets, quilts and crocheted throws, and to our homemade cookie bakers—yum! And, thanks to Sandia 

Presbyterian Church for their generous offer to host the event. We honor and thank you all. 

 

 



 

 

 

Donate That CAR!! 

 

Wings For LIFE is counting on you! If you have any type of vehicle—car, truck, 

camper, van, SUV, motorcycle, even a boat—that is no longer needed, rather 

than selling it, how about donating it to Wheels4Wings? 

 

Here’s what will happen: 

1. Our donation partner, One Community Auto, will make arrangements to 

pick up your donated car or other vehicle, running or not.  

2. They will handle ALL paperwork associated with the donation. 

3. OCA will do whatever cleanup, minor repairs, etc. to make the donated 

vehicle roadworthy (or ‘seaworthy’). 

4. They will feature the donated vehicle in their monthly online auction at RT66 Auctions. 

5. The winning bidder has the opportunity to see and test drive the vehicle (if appropriate) before the sale 

is final. 

6. Once sold, OCA deducts their actual costs and send you a check and a tax-deductible letter for the  

      total amount of the vehicle’s selling price. 

7.   Wings For LIFE receives a check for the total of the selling price less actual costs.  
 

SO EASY! ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!!   AND, YOU ARE A HERO! 
 

505-901-9510  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Cars/RVs 

• Motorcycles 

• Boats 

• Planes 

• Trucks 

• Farm Equipment 

• Heavy Equipment 

• “Totaled” Vehicles 

• Trailers 



 

 

 

Bike Giveaway   Saturday, July 13th    St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church   
56 beautifully refurbished bikes and trikes were offered to a number of kids who were able to select ‘the perfect one’ 

from the collection, and receive a new safety helmet! Wings’ “Bike Guy”, Steve Echols, works year-round to make  

donated bikes look brand new. Kids were thrilled to have a new symbol of ‘freedom’ to get out and ride around, and 

parents were so very grateful for the opportunity to have their children receive longed-for ways to get out and       

explore their world. Thanks to Steve and all who helped with the event.  

 

 

TUNE IN FRIDAY’S AT 3:00 PM MST to hear updates on what 

is happening at Wings For LIFE, speakers on a variety of topics of 

interest to Wings’ many supporters, those with family members  

incarcerated, and those who want to learn more about Wings. 
 

Hosted by Wings’ own Sean Cowgill, you will learn a lot about the 

world of incarceration and those who are affected by it. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/WingsForLIFEInternational    
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A child  of  a prisoner is faced with a daunting future. 
 

Children of prisoners have a 72% chance of ending        

up in prison themselves!*  
 

But this does not have to be!  
 

Your gift can make a difference in the life of a 

child! 

Enclosed is my tax deductible gift for: 

$500 $250 $100 $50 $25 Other $   

Facebook: @WingsForLIFEInternational 

www.instagram.com/wingsfli/ 
www.youtube.com/c/WingsForLIFEInternational 

 I would like to learn more about volunteer  

       opportunities in my area. 

 

Wings For LIFE International 

8226 Menaul Blvd. NE #130         

Albuquerque, NM 87110                                                                       

505-291-6412 

Ways YOU Can  

Help Wings: 
 

• Financial contributions 

• Help with technology 

• Space for Wings WORKS! 

• Volunteer for events 

• Help in office 

• Donate paper supplies 

• Donate clothing, furniture, 

household goods and 

school and art supplies 

• Photograph meetings 
 
 

Stay healthy & safe  

& join us Monday 

nights for LIVE 

Wings For L.I.F.E 

programs! 

GREAT Nonprofit 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020,  

2021, 2022 


