
Please review the following and share your thoughts on each issue: 

 
1. When a judge enters the courtroom, everyone stands to honor and show respect. 

2. Only address the judge if he/she asks you a question. 

3. Respect and honor all members of the courtroom staff.  Be on time.  Address the Judge with “Yes, your 

Honor” or “No, your Honor”. 

 

4. If you do not see your name on the “docket” but were told to appear, check with court staff before leaving, 

as not reporting may lead to a bench warrant for failure to appear.  

 

5. Do not take anyone with you into the courtroom who will require personal attention or distract you from 

the courtroom proceedings. Always pay attention to the judge and look him/her in the eye and do not 

interrupt the judge. 

 

6. Remain in control of your emotions when in the courtroom.  Do not mutter under your breath, make deep 

sighs, cry out loud, or disturb the judge or jury. Prepare a written statement in case the judge allows the 

defendant to say something. 

 

7. If media are present refer all comments to your attorney and always try to be in control of your emotions.   

Do not comment on the case in the restroom, elevator, or hallway where your comments could be picked 

up by a reporter. 

 

8. Dress conservatively.  Women should not wear “sexy” or “provocative clothing”.  Men should wear a suit 

or sport coat. Jeans, tank tops, sneakers, flip flops, and baseball and cowboy hats should be left a home. 

 

9. Be well groomed and try to look your best.  Wear clothes appropriate for Sunday worship or an important 

business meeting.  If children must accompany you, these clothing guidelines apply to them as well. 

 

10. If children are present, they too must remain quiet and well-behaved.  Pack a small bag for them that could 

include coloring books, markers, or illustrated books.  Pack snacks that they may eat in the hallway during 

breaks, but drinks or food are not allowed in a courtroom. Do NOT chew gum. 

 

11. Discuss cell phones and why or why not they allowed in a courthouse.   

12. What suggestions do you have for family members and friends to help the accused? 

 

13. Does the judge have any follow-up with the case once a person is charged? 

 

14. Discuss how much flexibility a judge has with the sentencing. 

 

15. Discuss the pros and cons of a “Jury Trial” or “Judge Trial”. 

 

16. What topics have I missed that you feel need to be addressed? 
 

 


