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If you don’t believe in ‘modern-day miracles’, this may change your mind! 
I received a call from Sharon Shaffer with a question about whether Wings For LIFE had applied for Capital  
Outlay monies from our State Legislators. As in many states, Senators and Representatives are allotted certain 
funds—higher or lower numbers depending on that year’s budget—to fund various things in their districts. Due 
to increasing oil production in New Mexico, this year’s 30-day session received considerable dollars for those 
allocations.  
 

We jumped right in with her help and began the ‘ask’ for $200,000, the funds for a much-needed facility where 
we can  truly ‘spread our wings’. If you have ever visited our cramped/packed current office space in Albuquer-
que, you more than understand the need. We also learned that a government agency has to actually receive and 
oversee the monies. Miraculously, Bernalillo County agreed to act as our agent. 
 

We began contacting members of the House and Senate. Letters from supporters were requested and sent. We 
made two visits to New Mexico’s Roundhouse in Santa Fe to talk to our elected officials, and ‘miraculous’ things 
began to happen! 
 

Our initial ask was for $200K, but further communications began to open the door to larger amounts. After 
many conversations and a lot of hard work, the BIG miracle happened; Wings For LIFE was granted a total 
of $1,222,000 for a new building to house not only what we are doing now, but to greatly expand our programs 
and services, our outreach, our joint projects with other non-profit and for-profit entities, our local and county 
governments, and more. The new facility will house our offices, our Wings WORKS business, a video production 
facility, a large space for programs, community meetings, a library and ‘Kids’ Corner’, and much more. We will 
invite other organizations who need space to join us. And we will be able to serve many, many more families 
who need our help. 
 

The process of receiving Capital Outlay funds is slow, as it should be. This is YOUR taxpayer money we will use 
to benefit so many. As soon as everything is finalized, more details and a listing of those 
who came forth with funding to help accomplish our dreams will be produced, so we 
can all offer thanks to everyone who has made this possible. 
 
Thank you to all of our long-time and new supporters who are also making this  
possible by providing funds for adding staff, creating and launching new programs  
and services, and just being there through times good and bad. You are so very 
much appreciated. 
 

With humble and deep gratitude,  

            

Spreading Our Wings! 



 

 

Honoring our Interns 

On Tuesday, April 26, Wings For LIFE International’s team honored this year’s class of interns with a fun and 
delicious potluck luncheon. Expressing our gratitude to each of them was a major part of the event. To our 
surprise, Dr. Stephanie Mack and Dr. Emily Salazar, each of whom lead our Wings Life-Wise Workshops, 
arrived with a beautifully decorated cake and decorations to make the event even more special. 
 

Members of our team of interns are working on completing Masters or Bachelor’s degrees at New Mexico 
Highlands University and New Mexico State University. Reflecting their low-key approach to doing their 
work, they didn’t feel like they should be honored. We strongly disagreed! We wish them only the very best  
as they head off to new experiences, and to very successful careers. 
 

Each intern shared their appreciation for the opportunity to work and learn in a supportive environment. 
Most will complete Masters and Bachelor’s degrees in the very near future, and every intern acknowledged 
how their time with Wings was a great experience that helped direct their future plans. They all expressed 
plans to work in the ‘caring’ fields of counseling or social work.  
 

Each year Wings For LIFE has the privilege of bringing interns into our fold to help in a variety of areas that 
include: drafting applications for various types of funding and fundraising, preparing materials for our Monday 
night programs, representing Wings For LIFE at various community events in the greater Albuquerque area, 
helping plan and manage our live events, and pretty much everything we ask them to do.   
 

The interns in this year’s ‘class’ have been an especially valued team that will soon be leaving Wings, but 
hopefully leaving with new  knowledge, skills, and experiences that will help them be successful in their  
future careers.  
 

The interns come from a variety of different backgrounds and even different countries, but each one brought 
her own unique experience to bear in handling the many projects assigned. Two of the interns, Helen Mata 
and Estephany Miranda, will remain with us for a few months. 
 
 

We all hope for the best of everything for each of you! 
 
 

Pictured L to R are: Santana Marquez, Becca Cox, Amy Melendrez, Ann Edenfield Sweet, 
Helen Mata, Estephany Miranda, and Sara Esquivel.  



 

 

Several months ago our Wheels 4 Wings partner Gary Peterson, owner of 
One Community Auto here in Albuquerque, made an offer we couldn’t  
refuse; he would front monies to purchase air time to place car donation  
commercials on one of our local TV affiliates, Channel 7, KOAT, which airs 
throughout New Mexico and southern Colorado. We recently shot a    
commercial featuring a Wings   Returning Citizen, Ben Rios, who in 30     
seconds shares his story and invites viewers to call and donate. Airing on af-
ternoon shows, two of daytime TV’s biggest hits—”Ellen” and “Tamron 
Hall”—the spot’s new schedule for May will be on our website as soon as we 
receive confirmation. 

 
 

One Community Auto handles every aspect of donations of cars, trucks, 
vans, RVs, motorcycles, boats—pretty much anything that moves. The pro-
cess is so very simple; one call and they handle it all. Once sold, the donor receives a tax deduction for the 
highest retail value of the vehicle. OCA’s motto is “Where Everybody Wins”, and that is true for  Wings For 
LIFE! 
 

If you have any type of vehicle that is no longer needed anywhere in the country, running or not, consider 
calling OCA to arrange for a donation. It is so easy, and the dollars received could help make a real differ-
ence in someone’s life. 

Join us on Monday, June 6th for a Special Wings For L.I.F.E Program  
Featuring Movie and TV Star Diane McBain! 

 

Now retired from film and TV roles, Ms. McBain created a new career with her first 
book, “Famous Enough: A Hollywood Memoir”, published in 2014. Now, with three  
novels completed, she joins us to talk about “Surviving Sexual Violence: Finding Your 
Voice”. 
 

Arriving in Hollywood just as the famous ‘studio system’ that contracted and controlled 
young talented actors was ending, she was not immune to the famous ‘casting couch’ that 
put both male and female aspiring actors in the dilemma of deciding between being 
’blacklisted’ or submitting to those in power.  She managed to survive that challenge and 
went on to be cast in her first film, “Ice Palace”, with star Richard Burton.  
 

Her third film, “Claudelle Inglish”, placed her in the title role. Three films with Elvis  
Presley had her sharing what it was like to be kissed by him, something she described as 
“wonderful”. She also described him as a “lovely person to work with”. Ms. McBain cos-
tarred in several TV series such as “Surfside 6”, “The Wild, Wild West”, “The Man From 
U.N.C.L.E.” and “Maverick”. She also had guest and recurring roles on many other series and several daytime dramas. 
 

Ms. McBain will talk about sexual harassment and assault and its many forms, and will read a 
chapter  from her memoir describing a 1982 violent rape by strangers who trapped her in 
her garage in Hollywood, an experience which led her to become a counselor for rape   
victims. Much earlier in her career she endured an assault by a producer/ director. She will 
join in the post-presentation live ‘chat room’ to speak with those who attend the program.  
 

Now living in the film industry retirement community north of Los Angeles, Ms. McBain has 
launched a new career as an author of fiction, recently launching her third novel. She spends 
her days writing and staying in touch with friends she has made throughout the decades of 
her life. Please join us for this very exciting program. 



 

 

 
 

 

Weekly Schedule:  https://wingsfli.org/life-wise-workshops/ 
Zoom link:  https://zoom.us/j/6683098260 

Wings For LIFE International   
505.291.6412     505.554.6698     505.298.0985     

AnnEdenfield@WingsFLI.org 
www.WingsFLI.org  



 

 

Wings WORKS, is a training program for Return-
ing Citizens, homeless individuals who want to get off 
the streets and want to be able to earn a living, and 
others who may qualify.  
  

The initial focus of Wings WORKS is to transition a 
successful business that has been in operation for 37 
years, Halls of Design, to Wings as a starting place 
for what will ultimately be a multi-faceted operation. 
Owner Margie Hall has donated her entire busi-
ness, including over 200 retail customer contacts, to 
Wings. 
  

As of now, the two men tasked with managing Wings 
WORKS, Sean Cowgill and JD Medina, are working 
with Ms. Hall at her studio to learn every aspect of 
the business, and to manufacture a significant quantity 
of product under her tutelage. The management 
team has created a curriculum and training manual. 
  
While we are in discussions with entities that could 
be potential locations for our new Wings For LIFE 
Headquarters, we are urgently in need of a facility in 
which to house Wings Works as soon as possible. 
With Wings’ expectation of significant funding to 
establish our own building in the Spring of 2023, we 
cannot wait until that time to move Wings WORKS 
into a facility that allows us to begin training those 
who are prepared to enter a life-changing program.      
We need a place that is near bus routes, with at 
least some off-street parking.                                       

We will need 220 power already available, or the 
ability to bring power in. Water is required, and with 
the debris that is the result of creating a clay-based 
product, a bare floor that can be easily cleaned. And, 
a minimum of 1500 square feet. 
 

We are asking everyone who has any possible con-
nections to, or knowledge of, vacant buildings in  
Albuquerque, or divisible space within an existing 
company that would be available for the next 12 
months or so, to contact Ann Edenfield Sweet at  
505-291-6452 or at AnnEdenfield@WingsFLI.org. 

Wings WORKS is WORKING Hard! 

Put it on your cal-
endar now!  



 

 

Wings For LIFE Liberia Signs a New 30-Year Lease for a Building! 
I’m excited to share that Raymond Bombo, Wings Liberian’s Executive Director, has been able to negotiate a 30-year 

lease for a building.  Raymond shared, “The objective is to train vulnerable youthful members of our communities in 

furniture carpentry in many items including, but not limited to, chairs, stools, dressers, bookshelves, mirrors, side      

tables, dining tables, beds, etc., products in the most cost-efficient manner. WFLIL and our partners desire to provide 

for the joint exploration, evaluation, and implementation of practices and procedures to reduce crime and equitably 

share responsibilities that will help young people stay away from a life of crime and reduce their chance of going to 

prison.” 

 

If you would like to help fund this exciting project, 

donations can be made to: 
Donate - Wings For LIFE International 
(wingsfli.org) 

Designation:  Liberia 

 

We are working on finding a new building for Wings headquarters in Albuquerque, and now Wings Liberia has new headquarters, 
too.  We are excited about all the new opportunities that are presenting themselves to us and hope you will be part of them. 

Many thanks for your support for the past 27 years and these buildings will help us continue far into the future. 

Ann 

Current 

Architect’s rendering 



 

 

 

   LIVE from Liberia! 
In spite of a rainstorm in Liberia that caused numerous interruptions 
in the video feed, on Friday, April 29, Wings Week in Review host-
ed an interview with Wings for LIFE International Liberia Director  
Raymond Bombo, who described in great detail the harrowing condi-
tions in prisons there. Ann Edenfield Sweet joined the conversation.  
 

Lack of funding has created massive overcrowding, with inmates being packed into cells to the point where  
some stand for hours so that others may lie down on the bare floors to have some period of rest.  
 

Food consists of half a bowl of rice per day. Sanitation is incredibly bad, resulting in many illnesses and dimin-
ishing health. A large number of prisoners are incarcerated for the crime of stealing food in a country where  
poverty is overwhelming.  
 

The bright spot in all of this is the total commitment of Mr. Bombo to being an agent of change. He and 
those who work with him are working tirelessly to foster change. Wings Liberia recently acquired a building 
that will allow them to grow and serve many more of those affected by incarceration. (See page 6 to learn 
how you can help with funding the renovation and other programs.) 
 

As many of us have been taught, “...Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me.” (Matt. 25:37–40.) That is what Wings For LIFE is all about.  

Please Join Us:  Wings For L.I.F.E. Monday Night Meetings  
 

Following the arrival of COVID in our country, for two years Wings’ Monday night programming shifted 
from in-person to delivering the presentations through Zoom. We hope that in June, Wings will be able to 
return to in-person meetings. We now have a commitment to meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday evenings at 
Second Presbyterian Church, on the corner of Lomas and Edith NE. We are working on finding space for the 
1st and 3rd Mondays. In the meantime, please keep tuning on Mondays via Zoom for these interesting and   
valuable programs: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5/2/22   Why We All Should Care About At-risk Children  Margarita Mercure 

5/9/22   Bill of Rights 101—Do We Really Understand Them?  Maryam Ahranjani 

5/16/22   From MDC to CPA - The 10-Year Journey  Ronak Bhatt 

5/23/22   Community Policing Council  Kelly Mensah 

5/30/22   NO Meeting - 5th Monday in a month    

6/6/22  Surviving Sexual Violence: Finding Your Voice  Diane McBain 

6/13/22  Human Trafficking Awareness  Shelly Repp 

6/20/22  Housing Laws  Serge Martinez 

6/27/22  Mediation 
Kari Vickerman & 
Denise Armenta 
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A child  of  a prisoner is faced with a daunting future. 
 

Children of prisoners have a estimated 72% chance 
of ending up in prison themselves!*  
 

But this does not have to be!  
 

Your gift can make a difference in the life of a 
child! 

Enclosed is my tax deductible gift for: 

$500 $250 $100 $50 $25 Other $   

Facebook: @WingsForLIFEInternational 
www.instagram.com/wingsfli/ 
www.youtube.com/c/WingsForLIFEInternational 

I would like to learn more about volunteer  
       opportunities in my area. 

 
Wings For LIFE International 
8226 Menaul Blvd. NE #130         
Albuquerque, NM 87110                                                                       
505-291-6412 

Ways YOU Can  
Help Wings: 

 

 Financial contributions 
 Help with technology 
 Space for Wings 

WORKS! 
 Volunteer for prisons,     

juvenile facilities & Life-
Wise workshops 

 Volunteer in office 
 Donate art & paper      

supplies 
 School supplies 
 Fundraising event      

Planning 
 
 

Stay healthy & safe  
& join us when we meet in 

person again! 

GREAT Nonprofit 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020,  
2021, 2022 


