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Wings’ Growth Means Need 
for a New Facility 

 

If you have ever visited our cramped/packed current 
office space on Wyoming Blvd. NE in Albuquerque, you 
more than understand the need for new much larger 
facilities.  
 

So many new opportunities for growth have come our 
way, including the newly-launched Wings WORKS, a 
training and manufacturing hub for our returning      
citizens and others who need to find a way to create  
income. (See page 3). 
 

We have long dreamed of a home that could house so 
many services. The opportunity to purchase and retrofit 
a new home for Wings is now within our reach. 
 

There is every possibility that we will receive significant 
funding in early 2023 to allow us to move ahead with a 
plan to house not only what we are doing now, but will 
allow Wings to greatly expand our programs and      
services, our outreach, our joint projects with other 
non-profit and for-profit entities, our local and county 
governments, and more.  
 

We are now working on creating our ‘dream’ facility 
that will house: 
 A large open space for programs, events and more; 

divisible with portable walls  
 A large facility for Wings WORKS to include train-

ing and manufacturing  
 A thrift store to sell Wings WORKS products and 

donations from our generous supporters 
 Private meeting spaces to work with our clients on 

the things that are challenging their lives 
 A possible culinary arts facility and coffee shop open 

to the public 
 A video production facility 

 A library and “Kids’ Corner for story time 
 Space for other non-profits whose missions mesh 

well with ours who may want to set up an auxiliary  
      office to serve our clients 

To continue and complete our plans and build an  
account to ensure that we are able to accomplish our 
goals, we have created a special fundraising campaign 
that will provide working dollars to plan the new facility.  
 
“$10-for12”, $10 a month for 12 months auto-deducted 
from your bank account, credit card, or through other 
payment options, is an easy way to support our growth 
and ensure that we are able to serve many more who 
need to rebuild their lives and become productive, law 
abiding citizens. We invite everyone to join in. See    
details on the campaign on page 2. 
 
And, we thank each and every one of you for your   
continued support through the 27 years Wings has been 
able to make a difference in so many lives.  

SPREADING OUR  WINGS!! 



 

 

 

Wings Launches 
New  

Fundraising  
Campaign 

 
Wings recently launched a new funding campaign that almost everyone can join. Simply put, you commit to 
donating $10 a month for one year, that's $120 paid painlessly through  auto-deduction from your card, your 
bank account, or through one of several payment platforms. (For the coffee addicts, that is more than what 
we usually spend a week on our daily ‘cuppa Joe’!) 
 
Our goal is to have 2,500 people out of our metro area’s population of close to one million who will become 
monthly donors. Wings has done work in 20 states and we have volunteers and donors all over the country. 
If you have found value in what we’ve done, we are inviting you and everyone who supports Wings’ to join in 
and help us by sharing the truly easy donation option with family, friends and co-workers. Imagine what 
Wings could do if even more people signed up! If 5,000 or 10,000 joined in the campaign we could so greatly 
expand our programs and services to make huge differences in the lives of those who need someone to help 
them find a better way.  
 
Wings isn’t just in Albuquerque.  During COVID our broadcasts have been viewed by people in all 50 states, 
Canada, some European countries and our programs in Africa. Prisons are using our materials as incentives 
for inmates.  YOUR support helps families, inmates, and returning citizens all over the world. 
 
To sign up, simply go to WingsFLI.org/donate/$10-for-12. We thank you, and even more grateful will be 
those families whose lives will change, whose children will grow up succeeding in live, and the generations will 
reap the rewards of your generosity.  

Thank You, Boeing! 
 
Wings recently received a very nice donation from  
The Boeing Company. Now headquartered in Chicago,  
the multinational corporation designs, manufactures,  
and sells airplanes, rotorcraft, rockets, satellites,  
telecommunications equipment, and missiles worldwide.  
Boeing also provides leasing and product support services.  
 
The donation is helping support our many programs and  
services.  



 

 

 

 
Wings WORKS is a new Wings For LIFE International initiative created to provide training to returning citizens who 
are clients of Wings, as well as others who may need to learn new skills to prepare for their futures.  
 

An incredible donation of an entire successful company, Halls of Design, made by owner Margie Hall, has opened the 
opportunity to create a training facility that will include products from Halls of Design that are already sold to over 
250 retailers across the US. Products include clay-based items representing the Southwest, including candleholders in 
the shape of a small home with vigas, clay angels, and much more.  
 

Two experienced and talented returning citizens have been recruited by 
Wings to manage the operation, which will ultimately be housed in Wings 
new location, plans for which are underway. In addition to the clay      
pottery items that have already proven to be very popular, over time, 
Wings WORKS will be adding training in woodworking to design and 
manufacturing of picture frames, furniture repair, ramp construction, bike 
repair, and other wood products, jewelry design and manufacture, and 
possible culinary arts and a coffee shop.  
 

The idea behind Wings WORKS is to help create entrepreneurs who can 
create startups working from home, then hopefully grow them into strong 
and successful businesses. Trainings in finance, marketing and other critical 
business skills will be part of Wings WORK’s curriculum. 
 

The team managing Wings WORKS are Sean Cowgill and JD Medina. Sean has 30 years of experience in restaurants 
and other food service companies, so is well prepared to offer his expertise in culinary arts. JD was a critical part of 
managing the design and manufacturing operation of famed jewelry designer, Paula Crevoshay. His knowledge of the 
operational side of a thriving business is a tremendous asset for Wings WORKS.  
 
Under the expert tutelage of Margie Hall, the two new  managers are currently training in the art of manufacturing the 
clay products, from ‘slip’ to finished product. Welcome to the Wings Team, Sean and JD! 

Memorial & Designated Gifts to Honor Loved Ones 
 

Gifts in honor of a special person or Memorial Gifts can be given to Wings. We appreciate 
these gifts and wish to publicly acknowledge them, and the loved ones on whose behalf they 
were given.   
 

 

Donations: 

In Memory of James W. Aubrey &  
in Honor of Donna L. Aubrey: 
Jill Aubrey & Kirk Anderson 
In Memory of Steve Zabinsky Wings Volunteer: 
Ann Edenfield Sweet    
In Memory of Dan Stouffer,Wings Board of Directors:    
Ann Edenfield Sweet    

In Honor of Annie Miera: 
Carla Eyberg  
  

In Memory of Mary Lynch: 
Jenny Lee Kronk  
 

In Honor of My Wonderful Family: 
Donna Aubrey 

Wings WORKS  
Enters First Phase  

By Hiring Managers 



 

 

 

 A NEW WINGS PROGRAM 
 

  Join us on Friday afternoons for an update   
 on what is happening at Wings For LIFE,  
 excellent speakers, and the opportunity to join    
 in the conversation! 
 

On Friday, February 4th, Wings launched a new podcast called “Wings Week in Review” that goes out to a 
number of people whose loved ones are incarcerated, as well as attracting a number of viewers who are interested in 
the current topics presented. Created and hosted by a returning citizen and one of Wings’ newest employees, Sean 
Cowgill, the one-hour podcast is focused on speakers and programs that offer great information and resources to 
those affected by incarceration. 
 

The first program featured our leader, Ann Edenfield Sweet, talking about what is going on at Wings today, new  
programs, and new opportunities to broaden our outreach and help more and more families heal and thrive. She was 
joined by Wings’ new Program Manager, Ken Jackson, who shared plans to expand Wings’ programming.  
 

The February 11th program featured an interview with guest Mike Sylskar, who talked about incarceration’s 
affect on families, and how Wings’ programs and services can make a huge difference in families who are in many ways 
also ‘locked up’ in society by others’ judgements. Children especially suffer from the loss of a parent or grandparent 
who has ‘disappeared’. Mike also is a key person in helping produce the Zoom programming that has sustained Wings’ 
clients during this long period of Covid that ended live in-person programs. He also is the creative storyteller and kids’ 
books reader on our Monday night programs. 
 

February 18th featured Shelly Repp from Dream Center NM, an organization that works with victims of     
Human Trafficking. She shared some devastating facts regarding the lives of far too many ‘lost’ young people and     
vulnerable adults who are turned into lucrative ‘commodities’ by those who benefit from their shattered lives.  

 

On February 25th our guest was Stanley Weinstein from Best Chance, an Albuquerque-based non-profit that 
offers out-of-prison services for returning citizens. Mr. Weinstein shared a lot of information about how Best Chance 
collaborates with other offender-focused individuals to helps ease their paths back into society.  
 

March 4th featured guest Darshan Shanti, a motivational speaker whose topic was “Believe in Yourself—After 
Prison Hopes, Dreams, Goals”. Darshan’s energy is focusing on turning the negative that resides in all of us into     
positive energy, and a positive focus in thinking about ourselves.  
 

You can catch all of the Wings Week in Review programs to watch at: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/WingsForLIFEInternational    
 
Please join us on Fridays at 3 pm Mountain Time for more great speakers who offer insight into the            
experiences of those affected by incarceration, and to learn more about the many ways Wings and other organizations 
can be tremendous resources for both inmates and families. 

FREE Life-Wise Family Workshops on Zoom 
 

Anyone anywhere who wishes to discover resources, tools an support 
services for strengthening their family relationships and well-being are 

welcome to join in each week. 
 

These 90-minute workshops include a combination of media and virtual      
discussions with leaders Dr. Stephanie Mack on Tuesday evenings, Dr. Emily 
Salazar on Thursday afternoons,  and Ken Jackson on Saturday mornings. They 
all bring a wealth of information to each program.  
 
Go to www.WingsFLI.org to get the weekly schedule of workshops. 

 

FREE 
Life-Wise  
Family  
Workshops 



 

 

All Kids Deserve Bikes!! 
Wings’ “bike guy”, Steve Echols, makes sure that as many bikes as he can find go to Wings’ kids! On Saturday, 
February 19th from 1:30—3 pm, approximately 50 newly refurbished bikes of all sizes and types were claimed on 
a first-come, first-served basis to at least 50 very happy youngsters! And, as usual, our ‘bike guy’ was able to 
gather enough helmets for everyone. 
 

Thanks to St. Timothy Lutheran Church at 211 Jefferson NE for their generous offer to hold the bike event 
there, and to all of the volunteers who kept everything moving, and who made every single child and their    
families feel very special. Drivers, there are a lot of new bike owners out there, so please drive carefully!! 

Wings For L.I.F.E. Monday ZOOM (Life-skills Imparted to Families Through Education)  
 

Programs Offer a Variety of Learning Experiences for ALL! 
Mondays at 6:00 p.m. Mountain Time Wings presents virtual programming that educates,  

entertains, and helps everyone who joins in gain insights and critical information for their lives.  
 

Please join us! 
3/21   Charles Rodgers, Returning Citizen: Changing Life Without Parole for Youthful Offenders  
3/28   Surviving & Thriving in the World of Different Personalities—Speaker Marti Wolf 
4/4     Laying It On The Line—Money Management—Speaker Lawrence Castillo 
4/11   How to Start Your Own Business—Speaker Bobbie McMillan 
4/18   Fun CRAFTS: Community Reinforcement Approach & Family Training—Speaker Megan            
 Marshall, CASW & CCSS 
4/25   Medication-Assisted Treatment: Myths & Facts—Athena Huckaby 

 

Join us to learn more about important topics and building skills that make life better for all!  



 

 

SAVE the DATE! 

  Oct. 28, 2022  
 

One great evening when we can all be 
together again. We have the opportunity 
to share in the joy of helping others 
build new lives, and to celebrate all of 
the Champions that make our work 
possible. 
 

See you there! 

Who’s New at Wings! 
 

Wings For LIFE International is growing, and with that growth comes the need to add new staff. 
Please help us welcome these new members of the Wings Team! 
 

Meet Wings WORKS Management Team 
Sean Cowgill moved from his native San Francisco to join Wings’ new 
Wings WORKS program as Director. Sean, a returning citizen, has a  
30-year background in the food service industry, and, post release, start-
ed his much-watched podcast for inmates close to their release dates, 
new returning citizens, their families, and others who have stakes in the 
outcomes of lives of those who have been incarcerated. Beginning with 
just a few viewers, since his release two years ago, he started a You 
Tube channel called Federal Prison Talk where he helps people facing 
federal prison on pretrial and after prison as well. He has produced over 
200 videos, interviews, and live podcasts and his channel keeps growing 
with over 130,000 views and 2,000 subscribers.  
 

In February Sean launched “Wings Week in Review”, a Friday after-
noon podcast from the Wings office that features a variety of speakers.  
See more about that new Wings initiative on Page 4 of this Newsletter.                             JD and Sean 
 

New Mexico native son JD Medina has a mixed heritage of Hispanic and Native American. Growing up, he moved 
between his parents, a father who lived in NM, and a mother who lived in California. Life challenges led him down a 
wrong path, so JD is also a returning citizen who has built quite a career. In his early 20s he was hired as a store 
manager at a Zale’s outlet store in Santa Fe, traveling often to Dallas every quarter for meetings—a heady thing for 
such a young guy. Later he researched opportunities for growth and discovered the Gemological Institute of  
America in California, where he obtained his Graduate Gemologist accreditation. 
 

Returning to New Mexico, he began working with famed jewelry designer Paula Crevoshay to manage much of her 
planning and manufacturing operations. JD’s experience and knowledge in running operations is going to be a most 
valuable asset for Wings WORKS. Welcome to Wings, Sean and JD! 



 

 

Join us Monday nights 6pm MT 
ZOOM Wings For L.I.F.E.  

https://zoom.us/j/2663343868  

Your used car  
or other vehicle 

can provide funds 
for Wings to     

expand services 
and make a big        
difference in  a 

family’s life! 
 

Do you or someone you know have a car, truck, 
van, SUV or anything else on wheels they no longer 
need? If the answer is ‘yes’, please consider donat-
ing it to Wings! We take anything, running or not, 
and the proceeds from selling the donated vehicle 
bring additional funding  for programs and services. 
Donations can be made from anywhere in the U.S. 
 

The process is so simple!  
One call does it all! 

 

Just visit www.WingsFLI.org/cardonations to 
learn more and begin the simple process. Once 
sold, you receive a tax donation letter for the  
maximum value of the donated vehicle.  

Or, call 505-901-9510 

Meet Marti Wolf! 
 
Marti Wolf began consulting with Wings in August of 2021, immediately jump-
ing in to work on our 25th and 26th Anniversary Gala at Hotel Albuquerque in 
October. Her background in event management and PR was a welcome addition 
to the planning team. 
 
She recently joined our staff as Marketing Director whose many ‘hats’ include all 
forms of communications, including her role as the new Editor of the Wings 
Flyer.  
 
Her over 4-decade career in management is too lengthy to detail here, but some of 
her key roles included: 
 
·Corporate Director of Marketing Communications for Gould Inc., a Chicago-area based conglomerate with 

over 1 billion in sales. While there, she managed the company’s participation in over 200 trade show and exhibi-
tion events worldwide, which required extensive travel throughout the U.S. and parts of Europe. 

·Director of Business Development and Show Manager at Electronics Conventions Management in Los Angeles 
where she developed new products and services, as well as managed 5 large regional trade shows throughout the 
U.S. 

·Senior VP of Kent & Spiegel Direct, Los Angeles, one of the top 3 TV direct marketing companies. Responsible 
for reviewing over 1,000 products each year to winnow them down to the few that were chosen for TV produc-
tion. 

·President of Biozhem Cosmeceuticals in San Juan Capistrano CA, where she managed 7 retail stores in 5 states 
and launched a breakthrough skin care line via TV with actress Lindsay Wagner as host of the show. 
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Transforming lives to break the generational cycle of incarceration. 

NAME:           

ADDRESS:           

CITY/STATE/ZIP:          

PHONE:     EMAIL:       
Wings is a 501(c) 3 not-for-profit organization. EIN: 85-0473126 

Wings accepts United Way & company matching fund contributions  
from anywhere in the U.S. or on-line at: 

https://wings-for-life-international.secured.atpay.com/  
Thank You! 

Wings For 
LIFE Int’l 
Reunites  
Families  

& Restores 
Hope 

1st Quarter 2022 

A child  of  a prisoner is faced with a daunting future. 
 

Children of prisoners have a 72% chance of ending        
up in prison themselves!*  
 

But this does not have to be!  
 

Your gift can make a difference in the life of a 
child! 

Enclosed is my tax deductible gift for: 
$500     $250   $100     $50$25
Other $   or Text-to-Give: 505.431.6480 

Facebook: @WingsForLIFEInternational 
www.instagram.com/wingsfli/ 
www.youtube.com/c/WingsForLIFEInternational 
Website: www.WingsFLI.org 
AnnEdenfield@WingsFLI.org 

I would like to learn more about volunteer  
       opportunities in my area. 

 

Wings For LIFE International 
8226 Menaul Blvd. NE #130         
Albuquerque, NM 87110                                                                       
505-291-6412 

See more photos at 
http://wingsforlifeinternational.org/gallery.html 

Ways YOU Can  
Help Wings: 

 
 Space for Wings WORKS! 
 Financial contributions 
 Help with technology 
 Volunteer for prisons,        

juvenile facilities, & Life-
Wise Family  Workshops 

 Volunteer in the office 
 Donate paper supplies 
 Donate computers  
 School supplies 
 Fundraising event planning 
 
 

Stay healthy & safe  
& join us when we 

meet again! 

GREAT Nonprofit 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 


