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Asset #21   
Achievement motivation 
Person is motivated to do well.

Asset #25   
Reading for pleasure 
Person reads for pleasure three or 
more hours per week.

Asset #32   
Planning and decision-making 
Person knows how to plan ahead and 
make choices.

Asset #40   
Positive View of future 
Person is optimistic about his/her 
future.



What is Read Across America?

Launched in 1998 by the National Education
Association (NEA), Read Across America is the
nation’s largest celebration of reading.

This year-round program focuses on motivating
children and teens to read through events,
partnerships, and reading resources that are
about everyone, for everyone.



Why is 
reading so 
important?

According to the National Assessment of 
Adult Literacy, two thirds of students 
who cannot read proficiently by the end 
of the fourth grade will end up in jail or 
on welfare.

The U.S. Department of Justice suggests 
that upward of 85% of all systems-
involved youth and more than 60% of all 
prison inmates are “functionally 
illiterate.”

According to the National Adult Literacy Survey, 
70% of all incarcerated adults cannot read at a 
fourth-grade level, “meaning they lack the reading 
skills to navigate many everyday tasks or hold 
down anything but lower (paying) jobs.” 

https://www.abqjournal.com/2455357/officials-literacy-failure-connected-to-crime-violence.html

https://www.abqjournal.com/2455357/officials-literacy-failure-connected-to-crime-violence.html


National Statistics
• 85% of juvenile offenders are functionally low literate.
• Juvenile incarceration is tied to dropping out, probability of 
incarceration later.
• Dropouts are 5 times more likely than high school grads to be 
arrested.
• Some 75% of inmates in U.S. prisons cannot read above a 
fourth-grade level.
• Those who take correctional education classes are 43% less 
likely to reoffend.
Sources: National Assessment of Adult Literacy, U.S. Department of Justice, BeginToRead.com, National Center for Education Statistics

Nathanson, R. (18 Dec. 2021).“Officials: Literacy failure connected to crime, violence.” Albuquerque Journal. https://www.abqjournal.com/2455357/officials-literacy-failure-
connected-to-crime-violence.html

http://begintoread.com/
https://www.abqjournal.com/2455357/officials-literacy-failure-connected-to-crime-violence.html


A Few 
Practical 
Reasons 
to Read

Being able to drive a car legally, to get your license and 
to be able to read all the signs very quickly.

To read a map, to read schedules and tickets, and to 
read a brochure to learn about new places.

To read menus at restaurants or even at a drive-thru if 
you want some tasty food.

Buying a major item, investing in finances, and signing 
contracts.

To stay informed about current events.

To find a doctor in a directory and to read prescription 
labels and instructions. If you are seen at the emergency 
room, you need to read the papers you will be signing and 
the instructions on how to get well again.



Reading As a 
Family Makes 

a Big 
Difference

Helps build relationships: 
Sharing the experience of 

reading a book together allows 
parent and child to create 

deeper bonds between them.

New Experiences: Reading is a great 
way for kids to experience diversity 

and branch out from the environment 
and culture they were raised in. 

Reading about and relating to the 
experiences of other people is 

extremely helpful in the development 
of empathy.

Improved Communication: 
Reading together allows kids to 

be exposed to an increased 
vocabulary, speech patterns, 

increased academic aptitude, and 
other literacy skills.

Improved Concentration: 
Parents can help their children 
learn to focus and discipline. 
Story time rewards kids for 

stronger self-discipline, longer 
attention spans, and better 

memory retention. 



Tips for Reading Aloud

Read to your child every 
day. If you can't, ask 

someone else to be your 
child's designated reader. 

Try to find a regular time 
and a quiet, comfortable 

place for reading together. 

Read slowly enough so that 
your child has time to take 
in the story and look at the 

pictures. 

Children may enjoy holding 
the book or turning the 

pages. Invite your child to 
point to words on the page 
or help you read the words. 

Explain unfamiliar words. 

Children may enjoy holding 
the book or turning the 

pages. Invite your child to 
point to words on the page 
or help you read the words. 

Explain unfamiliar words. 



Reading to the dogs too!



More Tips!
1. Read with expression. Try creating different 

voices for different characters.
2. Turn off other distractions, such as the radio or 

television. 
3. Encourage your children to ask questions about 

the characters, pictures, and words. 
4. Talk about the story with your child. Did he or 

she like it? Why? 
5. Your child may want you to read the same 

story over and over again. After several 
retellings, ask your child to tell you the story. 

6. Older children enjoy reading aloud, too. They 
can read their favorite parts, or you can take 
turns reading chapter books. 



Reading is FUN!   TIPS for Raising a Reader 
The National Education Association's (NEA) Read Across America program. 
1. Visit your local library often and get your children a library card.
2. Check out the local bookstore and make reading time fun. 
3. At the library, let your child choose some of the books.  Offer an incentive program. 
4. Let your child see you reading, whether it's the newspaper, a magazine, or the latest bestseller.
5. Subscribe to a children's magazine and read together with your child every month. 
6. Talk about daily activities or tell stories about your family or culture to help children develop their language skills.
7. Encourage a love of words by playing rhyming and word games, singing silly songs, or writing poems and stories together. 
8. Encourage older children to read to their younger brothers and sisters. Or have the whole family set aside some time 

to read together!
9. Show your child how people use reading all the time. Read aloud street and store signs, maps, billboards, menus, and 

labels on packages. 
10. Create a library for your child of new or used books. Look for affordable books at yard sales, secondhand book stores, 

and library book sales. 
11. Set up an area in your home where a variety of reading materials are within easy reach. Encourage writing by including 

paper, crayons, pens and pencils. 
12. Carry books to read to your child wherever you go - at the doctor's office, in line at the store, or on a long car ride. 

(You can also listen to stories on tape.) 

http://www.nea.org/readacross


Manners About Books
• When borrowing a book from a library or 

friend, always try to protect the cover and 
pages.  Do not turn down the corners in a 
book or write in a book that is not yours.

• Return borrowed books in a timely manner 
so others can read them.

• When visiting a library respect others by 
keeping your voice quiet.



Why 
School 

Attendance 
Matters



Online Resources
• Waterford Upstart: Waterford Upstart provides four-year-old children 

access to the highest form of academic support in their early education 
at no cost to participants: personalized family education and coaching, a 
new computer and Internet if needed, and adaptive educational 
software. The average Waterford Upstart graduate enters kindergarten 
reading at nearly a first-grade level and maintains their gains for years to 
come. https://www.waterford.org/upstart/

• National Education Association (NEA): Each month, they feature three 
books—one each for young, middle grade, and young adult readers—
that explore a topic related to diversity and inclusion. Check out the 
calendar to see what's in store! https://www.nea.org/

• Storyline Online: Streams free videos featuring celebrated actors reading 
children’s books. Readers include Oprah Winfrey, Betty White, Viola 
Davis, Terry Crews, Kevin Costner and more! 
https://storylineonline.net/

https://www.waterford.org/upstart/
https://www.nea.org/
https://storylineonline.net/


Local Resources
• Visit your local library!: Get a library card and take advantage of all the 

free resources, programs, and books your local library has to offer. To see 
what programs and libraries are near you visit 
https://www.nmstatelibrary.org/

• Little Free Library: Is a free, volunteer-led book-sharing box where anyone 
may take a book or share a book. They function on the honor system. You 
can find these boxes out in the community or visit the Little Free Library 
website to find a box near you https://littlefreelibrary.org/

• Dolly Parton's Imagination Library: A program for children in New Mexico 
where parents (regardless of income) can sign-up online to receive free, 
high-quality books once a month for children from birth up to their 5th

birthday. Visit https://momentsnm.org/

https://www.nmstatelibrary.org/
https://littlefreelibrary.org/
https://momentsnm.org/
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