
Fun Holidays Around the World 
 

 

Jump Over Seven Waves at New Year’s in Rio 

Celebrate New Year’s Eve on Copacabana Beach in Rio de Janeiro with fireworks and a midnight swim in the 

sea for good luck. 2 million people descend on this beach for New Year’s all dressed in white and ready to 

party the night away. Part of the fun is the tradition of jumping over 7 waves while making 7 wishes for the 

new year. 

 

Bali’s Day of Silence 

New Year is celebrated in Bali with a 24-hour period of silence and meditation known as “Nyepi”. No fires 

may be lit, minimal talking is allowed, and no travel, work or leisure activities are permitted. The only people 

you’ll find outside the home are the Pecalang, the traditional security men checking to see the prohibitions are 

being followed. On this day the usually bustling island comes to a standstill with no flights in or out of 

Denpasar airport. The day after Nyepi is known as New Year’s Day and is filled with socializing and 

celebrations. 

 

Professional Finger-Pulling Competitions in the Alps 

Finger-pulling is no laughing matter in the Alps. Finger wrestling was once used to settle disputes but is now a 

competition that is taken quite seriously by the contenders. The winner is the person who manages to pull the 

other contestant across the table, using only his or her finger! Contenders pick their digit carefully and subject 

it to rigorous training regimes involving crushing tennis balls and doing one finger pull-ups! 

 

Lanna’s Lantern festival, Yi Peng 

Watch thousands upon thousands of rice-paper lanterns take to the night sky on Yi Peng. One of the best 

places to watch this beautiful festival is in Chiang Mai. The festival takes place on the full moon of the 12th 

Thai month (usually November). 

 

Flag-throwing in Tuscany 
In Medieval times in Italy, a guild’s banner or flag was never allowed to touch the ground as it was considered 

a symbol of purity. The tradition of acrobatic and classical flag-throwing lives on with both boys and girls 

participating in this skillful sport. 

 

Finland’s Wife-carrying Championships 

The Wife-Carrying World Championships are held annually in Sonkajärvi, Finland with great fanfare and the 

prize is dependent on the wife’s weight in beer. Contestants must carry their wives over a series of obstacles 

in the shortest amount of time. Different lift techniques are used ranging from piggy-back to fireman’s lift to 

the Estonian carry 

 

Thanksgiving Traditions 

Many people across the United States have different ways they celebrate Thanksgiving.  

1. Some travel across the country to be with their loved ones. 

2. Some spend the holidays working.  

3. Some traditions start with gathering around the TV and watch football together.  

4. Others give back to their community and volunteer at community centers. At these community centers 

they give back to the ones who have nowhere to go, cannot afford a thanksgiving meal, or have no family 

to spend the holidays with. At these community centers they sometimes give out non-perishable foods to 

donate.  

5. Another tradition for thanksgiving is to eating pumpkin pie throughout the day. 

  

Read more: http://www.travelstart.co.za/blog/amazing-cultural-traditions-around-world/#ixzz7CjDJ8LjS  


