
Relationships…Love…Respect…Fun…Games…Crafts…Family…Caring…Friends…Laughter…Hugs…Food…Manners…Empowerment… 

Welcome!  
 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Ages…Music…Dance…Party…Smiles…Acceptance…Teenagers…Adults…Children…Treats…Cookies…New Friends… Life-skills… 

Manners:  
1. Let someone know where you are 

going and for how long you will be 

gone.  

2. If you are going to be running late, call 

to let someone know so they know 

you are safe. 

3. Put away phones when you are having 

family time.  

4. Let others talk. Do not interrupt 

them.  

 
 

AssetsTM at school, internet, church, 

or workplace? 

2. Which of the 40 assets do you 

think we should focus on this year 

at Wings for L.I.F.E.? 

3. Why did you come to Wings for 

L.I.F.E.? 

 
 

 

Asset #1 Family support – Family life provides high levels of love and support. 

Asset #2 Positive family communication – Young person and her or his parent(s) communicate positively, and young 

person is willing to seek advice and counsel from parents. 

Asset #7 Youth as resources – Young people are given useful roles in the community. 
 

Connecting and Building a Loving Relationship as a Family  
1. Always schedule family time – Making time to spend time together as a family is important and a good way to build 

family relationships. You can watch a movie, go to the park, eat dinner together, or even go on a walk around your 

neighborhood to spend time together. 

2. Build individual relationships through having one-on-one time – Building the family relationship overall is great 

but do not forget about the individual. Make one-on-one time for children and partner/spouse.  

3. Create family routines – A good way to sneak in family time when the days are busy is to create routines that can 

take place every day. This can be reading a book with your kids before bed or asking how everyone’s day was during 

dinner.  

4. Assign tasks – Assigning tasks can help the family run smoothly. Things like who is to pick up kids from school, cook 

dinner, or go grocery shopping are task for parents. Walking the dog, helping with washing dishes, and setting time for 

homework are tasks that kids can do.  

5. Let each other know they are doing a good job – Everyone could benefit from hearing they are doing a great job. 

We can be so critical of ourselves, having someone else say you are doing a good job can give one the push they need 

and make them feel appreciated. 

 

40 Developmental Assets©: A Foundation for Success                                                  www.Search-Institute.org 
• 20 External assets are positive developmental experiences that surround youth with support, empowerment, boundaries and expectations, and 

opportunities for structured time use.  These assets should be provided by each of many socializing systems in a community. 

• 20 Internal assets involve the strengths, commitments, and values within young people that guide their choices, priorities, and decisions.  They are 

grouped into categories of educational commitment, values, social competencies, and positive identity. 
 

Discussion Leader: Wings volunteer 

and/or person who wants to help children. 

1. Discuss some of the activities you 

do or would like to do as a family. 

2. Review the five ideas in the middle 

of the placemat.  Share your 

thoughts. 

3. Do you know anyone who has been 

in a gang?  Share your experiences. 

4. Share why you have come to Wings 

For L.I.F.E. or a favorite memory or 

something you have learned. 

 

Guidelines for LIFE   
• Everyone is to be treated with 

respect. 

• Everyone participates. 

• Anything that is shared personally 

during the meeting is confidential 

and will not be repeated or 

discussed outside the meeting 

unless it is your own family issue 

and is discussed within the family at 

home. 

• By law, authorities will be notified 

about anything that is discussed 

that may bring harm to you or 

others.  

• No one is ever alone or with just 

one other person. 

• Only parents/family members take 

their own children to the 

restroom. 

• There are always two or more 

adults with the children.  

• If at any time anyone feels 

uncomfortable, go immediately to 

Wings staff.  

• Always leave a place cleaner than 

you find it. 
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Gangs | Office of Justice Programs (ojp.gov) 
 

There is no single definition of a gang, but there are a number of widely accepted criteria for classifying groups as gangs: 

 

1. The group has three or more members, generally aged 12-24.  

2. Members share an identity, typically linked to a name and/or symbols.  

3. Members view themselves as a gang, and they are recognized by others as a gang. 

4. The group has some permanence and a degree of organization.  

5. The group engages in a significant level of criminal activity. For these purposes, adult organized crime groups, hate groups, ideology groups, and militia groups were excluded. 

 

Gangs in the United States 

1. There were approximately 28,100 active gangs across 3,500 jurisdictions in 2009 according to law enforcement estimates. This represents an increase of more than 20 percent in both indicators 

since 2002. In 2009, it was estimated that there were 731,000 gang members, a figure that is unchanged from 2002. 

2. Gangs have been reported in all 50 states and have had a persistent presence in all cities with a population over 250,000 every year since 1996. Gang problems remain the most widespread in 

large cities (populations of 100,000 or more) with nearly 99 percent of law enforcement agencies in these cities reporting multiple years of gang problems. 

3. One in five (20 percent) public schools reported gang activity in the school during 2007-2008. In 2007, 23 percent of students ages 12–18 reported that there were gangs at their schools. Over 

half of schools with 1,000 or more students reported that gang activities occurred during the school year, while less than a quarter of schools with less than 1,000 students reported the problem. 

4. Being a member of a gang increases the likelihood of involvement in criminal activity and violent offending and being a direct or indirect victim of violent crime. Gang activity has been documented 

extensively to include the full range of violent and property offending, as well as drug distribution, weapons trafficking, prostitution, extortion, and other economic crimes to finance the gang. 

5. Gang members offend at significantly higher rates than non-gang involved youth, including other delinquent "street offending" youth. A number of studies have confirmed that gang members are 

significantly more likely to engage in violent, property, weapons, and drug offending than those that are not gang-involved. The evidence also suggests that gang membership itself facilitates higher 

offending rates, as opposed to gangs simply being collections of more frequent offenders. 

6. Greater organization within gangs appears to lead to higher rates of offending by gang members. Members of more organized gangs report more sales of different kinds of drugs and more violent 

offending than do members of less organized gangs, with even incremental increases in gang organization resulting in elevated levels of offending. 

7. Gang members are also frequent witnesses and direct victims of violence, including threats and injuries with weapons, assaults from fellow gang members and rivals, family violence, intimate 

partner violence, and sexual violence. In-depth interviews with female gang members revealed that sexual victimization often comes from within the gang in the form of "sexing in" initiation rituals, 

and ongoing sexual exploitation and other mistreatment by their male peers. 

 

Risk Factors for Joining a Gang 

1. Early onset of delinquency (especially violence and drug use), violent victimization, including child physical abuse or child sexual abuse, and risk seeking. 

2. Family risk factors for gang membership include family poverty, other gang members in the family, poor parental monitoring, and a non-two parent structure or changes in caregivers, child abuse 

and neglect, which is further exacerbated by parent's drug use, criminal behavior, and low income. 

3. School risk factors for gang membership include low commitment to school, low achievement, low aspirations, perceived lack of safety in school, and frequent truancy, suspensions, or expulsions. 

4. Community risk factors for gang membership include poverty, presence of gangs, availability of drugs, perceived lack of safety, low neighborhood attachment, high community arrest rates, and 

availability of firearms. 

https://www.ojp.gov/program/programs/gangs

