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2020 Wings Christmas Go Shopping Comments 
Adults & Kids Pick Out Gifts 
12-19-20 
Calvary Chapel East 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
The Annual Wings Christmas Go Shopping event was held at Calvary Chapel East. Because of 
COVID, we were unable to host our traditional Wings Christmas Go Shopping with a potluck 
dinner and caroling, so instead we hosted an event that followed COVID-19 guidelines and 
restrictions.  
 
Thousands of gifts were given to Wings by anonymous donors, Family Life Radio listeners, Chick-
fil-A patrons, the 1687 Foundation, Calvary Chapel East, Weck’s on S. Coors & Rio Rancho, Casa 
Verde Salon, Presbyterian Health Plan, Old Town Tire and Automotive, 1687 Foundation, 
Pursonalities, Sagebrush Church, and MANY anonymous donors. 
 
Wings volunteer Steve Echols fixed up 12 children’s bikes and 12 adult bikes which were also 
given away. We are so grateful to these businesses/organizations/individuals for their continued 
support and lovely gifts. Wings staff and volunteers went into the church on Friday and arranged 
all the gifts in the gym. 
 
On Friday, Dec. 18, Wings staff and volunteers set up the donations in the Calvary Chapel Gym. 
On Dec. 19 Wings staff and dozens of Wings’ volunteers finished the set up for the Christmas Go 
Shopping.  Clothing, and extra donations were brought outside in the huge parking lot.  Tables 
were filled with gifts for the adults and children to take home.  Clothing was hung from the huge 
chain-link fence around the parking lot. 
 
What makes the Wings Christmas Go Shopping so special is that the adults get to pick out gifts 
for their children and grandchildren, and the children get to pick out gifts for their parents, 
grandparents, and the adults in their lives.  Often our children do not have money to buy gifts for 
their loved ones, so this is very special as the kids get to pick out gifts that they think the adults 
will like, and it’s SO much fun to see the excitement in their faces and eyes. 
 
250 children and adults had registered to attend, and unfortunately, we had to turn away 
hundreds of others because of the COVID restrictions. Never-the-less, we know that many people 
received gifts and we’re sure they had a better Christmas because of our efforts. 
 
Wings volunteer greeters met each car as they entered the parking lot. Each family member was 
given a number to wear, according to when they signed up and registered. Each person was 
given a bag for gifts, masks and gloves if they didn’t have them, and a bag of homemade 
cookies made by our “Cookie Team” under the direction of Berni Sivage. The cookies are not only 
delicious, but every cookie is prayed over and blessed, which gives them that extra special taste!  
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After they registered and parked their car, they were invited to go to all the tables located in the 
parking lot.  They were encouraged to again pick out gifts for loved ones.  Kids picked out dishes, 
linens, kitchen items, books, framed artwork, and clothing for adults.  Parents picked out toys, 
games, books, shoes, jackets, clothing, and a huge assortment of other gifts for their children. 
 
At 12:50 pm the guests were invited to stand in line according to the number given them.  Family 
Life Radio had set up a tent and was playing Christmas music, which created such a festive 
atmosphere, and the guests in family units, 6 feet apart, spread across the huge church parking 
lot. 
 
The Christmas Toy Pick-up started promptly at 1:00 when Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings founder 
and Executive Director, opened the event in prayer. The families entered the church gym together.  
There were two lines for the children to walk past and pick out gifts, and one line for the adults, 
as there were twice as many children as adults who attended the event.  Ten people at a time 
walked past the tables of gifts, and each picked out four gifts. Then they placed their four gifts in 
their bag, met up with family members, and walked out the exit door.  Again, they were 
encouraged to pick up gifts from the tables set up outside as well, and then brought all their gifts 
to their car.  After leaving their bags in their cars they returned to the front of the gym and got 
back in line to pick out more gifts. 
 
The children and their families will certainly have a special Christmas because of all the donated 
gifts.  THANKS to everyone who donated so many lovely things. 
 

The following comments came from the participants and their words describe 
how thankful they were. 
 
1. The children were overjoyed that they could pick out gifts for their parents, family members, 

and teachers.  Everything was gone. 

 
2. They got to come through again and again until everything was gone.  They have never had a 

Christmas like this before. 

 

3. It did take a lot of planning by the volunteers and Ann Edenfield Sweet to plan a safe and 

successful give away using social distancing, masks, and gloves. 

 

4. We are grateful for our donors, the volunteers, and the many smiling faces that left Calvert 

Chapel East. Mary A. Briggs 

 

5. Thank you for all the lovely gifts my children and I were able to pick up.  We appreciate it 

SO much! 
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6. I am very blessed to have had the chance and opportunity to working with you on helping me 

get my kids a Christmas. I wanted to thank you and I am very appreciative for everything you 

have done for our family.  

 

7. What a blessing you all are.  

 

8. Great job to you and your team. 

 

9. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

10. Thank you for all your help and support. 

11. Thank You! It was a blessing to be a part of it and to know how many generous hearts are out 
there. 

 

12. There were so many lovely gifts to choose from. Thanks so much for everything. 

 

13. I loved being able to help. This really makes my Christmas.  

 

14. Wings is such a blessing in my life. 

 
15. We were grateful for decent weather.  It was a little windy, but the sun was out so we all 

were thankful for that. 

 
16. Everything ran smoothly and everyone followed all the guidelines we had established to keep 

everyone safe.   

 

17. This Wings event was successful in all aspects because of a lot of strategic planning.  I left 

with a good feeling knowing the kids would be so happy opening so many great presents.  

 
18. As the Wings Volunteer Coordinator, I was so pleased to see a lot of volunteers which was 

needed to make it a successful event. Yolanda Mattison 

 
19. I just wanted to thank you for the gifts you gave to me from your kind donors and the efforts 

from you and your organization. 

 

20. I do truly and deeply appreciate and thank you and the donors deeply from my heart for the 

wonderful gifts of clothes and shoes you all have given me including the gifts given to my son 

and his mother that they were able to get from the wonderful gift giveaways you hosted this 

2020 Christmas Holiday Season. 
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21. You all are truly a Blessing from GOD to me my family and the community and also thank you 

for the smiles and heartfelt warmth.  

 

22. With gratitude, I thank you for what you have given to me and my family for everything you 

have done despite the epidemic all in all. 

 

23. I appreciate what you, Wings International, your donors, and volunteers for everything you 

do and have done for us and the community as a whole. I am sure I am not the only one that 

feels this way.  

 

24. Bless you and everyone who contributes and helps you in and with your organization now and 

in many years to come.  

 

25. Thank you once again for everything. I greatly appreciate the thoughts and kindness shown 

and given me and my family from the bottom of my heart in all due respect. 

 

26. It was our pleasure to provide new and gently used items for 250 parents to pick out to give 

to their children. 
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