
December trivia quiz ... 
1. Which of the following awards normally are 

handed out in December? (Answers on next page) 

a. Academy Awards 

b. Grammy Awards 
c. Nobel Prizes 

d. Juno Awards 

2. What is the birthstone for December? 

a. Garnet 

b. Turquoise 
c. Opal 
d. Emerald 

3. If you were born on the 26th of 

December, what would your zodiac sign be? 

a. Cancer 

b. Capricorn 
c. Gemini 

d. Libra 

4. What is the recognized flower for December? 

a. Petunia 

b. Gardenia 
c. Narcissus 
d. Lady's Slipper 

5. What infamous event occurred December 7th? 

a. The bombing of Pearl Harbor 

b. John F. Kennedy was shot 
c. The sinking of the Titanic 

d. Start of the civil war 

6. What piece of land did the United 

States acquire on the 20th of December 

1803? 

a. Florida 

b. Alaska 
c. Louisiana 
d. Manhattan 

7. What December date is national chocolate day? 

a. The 27th 

b. The 3rd 
c. The 15th 
d. The18th 

8. What famous modern piece of sports 

equipment was invented on the 29th of 

December? 

a. The bowling ball 

b. The golf club 
c. The downhill ski 

d. The badminton racquet 

9. Which day in December is considered by 

some to be the unluckiest day of the year? 

a. The 15th 

b. The 28th 
c. The 4th 
d. The 22nd 

10. What event took place in the United States 

on the 16th of December? 

a. The Mayflower landed 
b. George Washington was born 
c. The Boston Tea Party 

d. The end of WWII 

11. Which American President was born 

on the 28th of December? 

a. Bill Clinton 

b. Andrew Johnson 
c. Gerald Ford 

d. Ronald Reagan 

12. What medical procedure was completed 

on the 3rd of December 1967? 

a. The first blood transfusion 

b. The first x-ray 
c. Heart transplant 

d. The first artificial lung was used 

13. If you were born on the fifth of 

December, what would your astrological sign 

be? 

a. Libra 

b. Sagittarius 
c. Pisces 
d. Taurus 

14. Which famous music icon was murdered 

on the 8th of December? 

a. Freddy Mercury 

b. Kurt Cobain 

c. John Lennon 

d. Elvis Presley 

15. Which famous comedian died on 

Christmas Day? 

a. John Belushi 

b. Charlie Chaplin 
c. John Candy 

d. Bill Murray 

16. What famous first occurred on the 17th 

of December 1903? 

a. The first light bulb 

b. First flight 
c. The first steam engine. 

d. The first person swam the English Channel 



December miscellany ... 
December is known around the world as a family 

time of celebration honoring cultures, religions and 

traditions that have been with humanity for hundreds 

of years. We're familiar with many of the legends and 

traditions. Here's a few, though, that you may not be 

familiar with: 

1. An almanac prediction states that if snow falls on 

Christmas Day, Easter will be warm, green and sunny. 

2. The name December comes from the Latin 

decem for “ten”, as it was the 10th month in the 

Roman Calendar. 

3. The term Yuletide comes from a Norse tradition 

of cutting and burning a tree to bring in the Winter 

Solstice. This was to last through 12 days – later 

known as the 12 days of Christmas. 

4. December 12th is Poinsettia Day. 

5. Saint Nickolas, who would eventually be 

called Santa Claus, was originally the patron saint 

of children, thieves and pawnbrokers! 

6. December 28th is considered by some to be 

the unluckiest day of the year. 

7. The first artificial Christmas tree was made 

in Germany from goose feathers that had been 

dyed green! 

8. Spiders and spider webs are considered good 

luck on Christmas. 

9. Common decorations on a Christmas tree each 

h a v e  their specific meanings. Candles – the light of 

the world; the Star at the top – a reminder of the 

first Christmas night; and Candy canes – to represent 

the Shepherd’s cane. 

10. “Jingle bells” was composed in 1857 as a 

Thanksgiving song! 

11. In 1647 Oliver Cromwell, English Puritan 

leader, banned the festivities of Christmas for being 

seen as immoral on such a holy day. Anyone caught 

celebrating was arrested! The ban was lifted in 1660. 

12. An ancient legend states that forest animals 

can speak in human language on Christmas Eve! 

13. Christmas often is abbreviated as “Xmas” 

because X is the Greek letter “chi”, which is an 

abbreviation for the word “Christ” in Greek. 

14. Forefathers' Day, a well-known and observed 

holiday in Plymouth, Massachusetts that 

commemorates the landing of the Pilgrim Fathers in 

Plymouth on December 21, 1620, is celebrated in 

that city on December 22 because an error was 

made in adjusting the date to the Gregorian 

calendar. 

 

 

'KFC' Japanese Christmas tradition 

Though Christmas isn't a national holiday in Japan, 

many Japanese celebrate the day in a non-religious 

way; and Kentucky Fried Chicken's packaged meals 

have become a holiday tradition. The “colonel's” 

recipe is so popular in Japan that the fast-food chain 

recommends customers place their Christmas orders 

two months in advance; and holiday sales reportedly 

are five to ten times higher than sales in other 

months. 

KFC's popularity can be traced to a marketing 

campaign that began in 1974. Christmas wasn't widely 

celebrated in Japan then, and many foreigners ate at 

KFC because they couldn't find a whole turkey or 

chicken anywhere else. A KFC employee saw an 

opportunity to cash in, and the company launched its 

first Christmas meal: chicken and wine for $10 – then 

a pricey meal. 

Now, the traditional party barrel, a family pack that 

includes fried chicken, a salad and chocolate cake, 

sells for about $40. 

Trivia Quiz Answers: 

1. Nobel Prizes - Alfred Nobel established the

prizes in 1895. 

2. Turquoise - Turquoise is blue. 

3. Capricorn - Capricorn runs from November to 

December. 

4. Narcissus - This flower is a member of the

daffodil family. 

5. The bombing of Pearl Harbor - Pearl Harbor 

was attacked by Japan on December 7, 1941. 

6. Louisiana - This purchase cost the United States 

government $50 million francs. 

7. The 27th - Everyone should know this day!! 

8. The bowling ball - Many people mark the

invention of the modern bowling ball as being the

29th of December 1862. 

9. The 28th - This tradition dates back to King 

Herod's massacre of all boys under the age of two. 

10. The Boston Tea Party - The Boston Tea Party 

happened on the 16th of December 1773. 

11. Andrew Johnson - Andrew was born in 1808. 

12. Heart transplant - The heart transplant was 

done by Dr. Christian Neethling Barnard. 

13. Sagittarius - Sagittarius runs until the 20 or 

21st of December. 

14. John Lennon - John was shot outside his 

residence. 

15. Charlie Chaplin - Charlie died in 1977. 

16. First flight - The Wright brothers made their 

historic flight in Kitty Hawk. 


