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Christmas Gifts Ideas  
for Loved Ones in Prison 
 

1. Design personal Christmas cards for your loved one. 

2. Create an “Advent Calendar” with personal messages that can be read each day in 

December. 

3. Design coupons for an extra phone call for a special occasion (family birthday, 

anniversary, holiday, etc.) 

4. Create paper Christmas ornaments. 

5. Plan and make a special visit. 

6. Take and mail a family photo to loved one. 

7. Pre-stamp and address envelopes and blank cards. (If allowed.) 

8. Pre-pay phone cards. (If allowed.) 

9. Post money to commissary account. (Money usually can only be posted to an account 

from people on the inmate’s visiting list.) 

10. Family member visits planned and coordinated on a calendar. 

11. Drawings from children. 

12. Bible (if allowed.) 

13. Music – CDs (if allowed) 

14. Magazine subscription(s) to favorite magazines. 

15. Paperbacks.  (Must be mailed by publisher or business.) 

16. Take a family photo at the same place every year to show how much everyone has 

grown over the past year. 

17. Bible studies. 

18. Picture of a gift waiting at home. 

19. Candy bags for all inmates at the facility (with permission) 

20. Letters (with drawing too) from a group of supportive friends or family members. 

21. A funny series of pictures on one piece of paper. 

22. A timed phone call with many friends or family present to talk. 

23. A music recording played into the phone. 
 

We highly recommend contacting the institution regarding policies and procedures 

regarding gifts and items allowed to be mailed to an inmate.  An inmate is usually limited 

in the amount of personal property allowed (i.e. 6 books, one - $20 watch, 10 letters, 

etc.)  Check also with the inmate prior to mailing gifts to notify him/her of the shipment 

and to make sure s/he will be able to receive it. 

 

For an example of guidelines and policies regarding gifts, visit the New Mexico State 

Corrections Dept. website at:  http://www.corrections.state.nm.us/policies 
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Favorite Birthday Gifts Ideas  
for Loved Ones in Prison 
 

 

1. Money order for dollar amount of birthday.  ($25 for 25th birthday. Money usually can 

only be posted to an account from people on the inmate’s visiting list.)* 

2. Purchase cards throughout the year.  Handwrite a special note on each card and date it.  

Send 40 cards for his 40th birthday.  As s/he reads through each card, s/he will realize that 

you have been thinking about them over many months when he/she sees the date on 

each card.* 

3. Design coupons that can be redeemed for special treats from vending machines during 

visits – i.e. Soft drink, candy bar, etc.  

4. Draw a picture.  Cut it up like a puzzle to be put together by your loved one. 

5. Create a family newspaper.  Have everyone write a “story” or draw a picture for the 

newspaper. 

6. Send your loved one cartoons, funny stories, or articles about your city, neighborhood, 

and/or school. 

7. Draw a picture of your loved one and list all the things you love about him or her. 

8. Write a question for each week of the year and ask your loved one to answer. 

9. Send a “bouquet of flowers” to your loved one.  You can create a collage from magazine 

photos or draw your own bouquet. 

10. Pick a favorite TV program that you both can watch and then write or talk about it. 

11. Start a picture or a letter and let your loved one finish it and mail it back to you. 

12. Start a story and send it to your loved one. Continue mailing it back and forth until it is 

finished. 

13. List family traditions.  Then make a list of “new traditions” you want to start or traditions 

you want to enhance when your loved one comes home. 

14. Describe what you did for your last birthday.  Ask your loved one to describe his/her 

birthday in detail to you.   

15. Send a paper chain to your loved one listing each day, or week, or month you will be 

separated.  Ask him/her to tear away one link each day, week or month until he/she 

returns home. 

16. Trace each person’s hand in the family.  In each person’s five fingers list five things they 

love or miss about their loved one.  Somewhere on the hand write, “Touch my hand 

when you feel lonely, and know that I love you.” 

 
* We highly recommend contacting the institution regarding policies and procedures regarding gifts and items 

allowed to be mailed to an inmate.  An inmate is usually limited to the amount of personal property allowed (i.e. 6 

books, one - $20 watch, 10 letters, etc.)  Check also with the inmate prior to mailing gifts through an approved 

vendor to notify him/her of the shipment and to make sure he/she will be able to receive it. 

 

For an example of guidelines and policies regarding gifts, visit the New Mexico State Corrections Dept. website at:  

http://www.corrections.state.nm.us/policies 


