Transforming lives to break the generational cycle of incarceration.

6th Wings Family Day
New Mexico Women’s Recovery Academy
May 16, 2015
The 6th Wings Family Day was held at the NM Women’s Recovery Academy on

Saturday, May 16, 2015. There were 55 inmates from the WRA, 100 family who signed up

to attend the Family Day, along with 14 volunteers from 14 different congregations from the
greater Albuquerque area.

The ladies and volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the party. It was a very cloudy
day and there had been heavy thunderstorms earlier in the morning so everything was set up

in the Tewa building in case of more rain. The WRA does not have a room large enough to

host the event so the group singing, Bible story, and eating had to take place outside. Prior

to the start of the party Wings Founder Ann Edenfield Sweet shared some of her story
with the ladies and then as family members arrived led the group in mixer games where
everyone got to learn new things about one another.

Ann opened the party in prayer. We started singing with the traditional “Praise Ye the
Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. The ladies helped lead motions and did signing for

several songs. It started to sprinkle during a few of the songs so people crowded under the
canopies and the tarps that Wings provided.

The rain subsided while Ann led the Bible study of Noah and the Ark. Everyone enjoyed
getting dressed as “Noah’s family”, the ark, rainbow, or a variety of animals including the “slow
turtles” and the “dove”. Everyone participated in the drama and cheered when the “slow

turtle” finally got on the ark. After the 40 days of rain, the dove flew out and brought back a

green leaf to Noah, and then the rainbow filled the sky as God has promised. Everyone was

reminded that even those of us who are slow to come to know Christ (like the slow turtles) are
always welcomed by God into His Kingdom (ark.) Ann then reflected on this story which
added extra meaning to this powerful Bible story.

Next the family members heard Ann share the history of the Wings. Gary Pennington, a

Wings Board Member and returning citizen, encouraged and inspired the family members to
continue to love their family member and to be there for them during these difficult times.
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During this time the women and their children made crafts, which consisted of cards and

bookmarkers for loved ones, butterflies, and cheerio and pretzel necklaces. It was fun seeing
everyone wearing the cheerio/fruit loop necklaces.
Everyone enjoyed conversation over pizza, cookies, and punch. We were very fortunate that
there was no rain while we ate. Once everyone finished eating everyone enjoyed decorating
the mom with the most number of children in their group in a new “Mother’s Day Outfit.”
Everyone laughed at the creative “outfits” everyone was wearing.

The party ended in a huge circle prayer with everyone holding hands and being reminded
that we are all God’s children and Jesus died for each one of us.

The photo collages portray the energy, fun, and Christ-filled love that was shared by
everyone at the party. We were blessed to have very little rain, in spite of the heavy rainfall
that was experienced in other parts of Albuquerque.

The comments below reflect the positive impact of the Wings Family Day. Duplicate
comments were not repeated.

I came to the Wings Party today because:
1. To visit an inmate at Women’s Recovery.
2. To spend time with my family.

3. I came because my Mom is at NMWRA.
4. I wanted to have fun!!

5. Wanted to learn more about what Wings was about.
6. They came and had a party for us and our families.
7. I’m part of the NMWRA.
8. We came to see my Mom.

9. To learn about what Wings did.

10. I wanted to support the women in any way I could.
11. I wanted to participate in the activities and families.
12. I was very interested to see what’s in store.
13. So I can learn something.
14. Learn about you all.

15. Invited as a resident of the NMWRA.
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16. My daughter.

17. I wanted to see something new and meet new people.
18. I love interacting with people. I want to open up and learn to do new stuff.
19. I was invited here by the program.
20. Friend.

21. I wanted to experience the way Wings works.

22. To learn something new.

23. I heard how GREAT they are!

24. Was excited to find out about Wings.
25. I wanted to know more about God.

26. Because I wanted to learn more about Wings.

27. I want to help connect the women with their families.
28. Came to see my daughter.
29. To visit.

The highlights of the party for me were:

1. I showed up late but decorating Mother was fun.
2. Spending time with my daughter.
3. Being with my family.

4. I would have to say I really enjoyed all of it but my favorite had to be the singing.
5. The Noah’s Ark play.
6. Noah’s Ark.

7. Singing and dancing.

8. When I got to spend time with Mom.
9. Seeing my Mother and all of us being happy.
10. The play. (Noah and the Ark)

11. Meeting the women thru the games and learning their stories.
12. It is affirming and positive in their lives.

13. Seeing the community with their families.
14. Learning about God.
15. Play and songs.

16. Eating pizza and discussing questions.
17. Visit.

18. The play / Noah’s.
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19. Meeting these new Wings volunteers and interacting with my sisters.
20. Everybody coming together.

21. The way our facility came together.

22. Coming together as a community.

23. Meeting new people who accept me for me.
24. Singing, the play, learning, food.

25. Learning about God & meeting new people.
26. Just spending time with different people.

27. The play and interacting with new people.
28. Spending time with my daughter.
29. The visit.

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings family days because:

1. Positive programs like Wings are essential to show inmates that people care in this
world.

2. It helps bring family together.
3. It helps break the monotony of everyday life here. We like meeting new people & have
fun.

4. It’s inspirational.

5. It gives the kids and others to spend time with their Mom.
6. It helps the families bond together.
7. It helps give people hope.

8. It is affirming and positive in their lives.
9. Family is important.

10. I think it’s a wonderful program. It helps grow spiritually and in every way.
11. They are just wonderful.

12. Is very relaxing and uplifting.

13. I feel it’s important to share your religion and family together.
14. Bring people together.

15. It’s great for us to come together.

16. This brings hope and lets people know people do care and that they are not
forgotten.

17. If that’s what they been doing, that what they should keep doing.
18. Talking and healing yourself.
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19. It was inspirational and a lot of fun.

20. Helps families unite with their loved ones.
21. You are making a difference in so many people’s lives! You are awesome! God bless!
22. It is very educational, fun, and interesting.

23. Families could get close to God & families.
24. It’s something positive. It’s something a lot of us aren’t used to.
25. It is a great experience for everyone involved.
26. It is a great program.

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Prison Fellowship and Operation

Starting Line collaborators’ gifts and books, donated cookies and pizza, and
want to tell all the sponsors thanks and:

1. God bless you. It’s a wonderful thing that you are doing. Thanks.
2. Come back again soon.

3. Thank you so much for your time.

4. I appreciate everything you have done.
5. God bless!

6. Please come back.

7. I’m sorry for being a closed channel at first. It was just the worry.
8. Come back.

9. Hope that you come back.

10. You are so very much appreciated and we would love for you all to come back.
11. I’m having a great time.

12. You are making a difference in so many people’s lives! You are awesome! God Bless!

13. I appreciate you for helping me learn and how to find God.

14. We appreciate you coming and bringing a positive party to us.
15. Thank you for this great learning opportunity.

I drove _______ miles one way to come to the party.
10, 28, 9, 80, 25
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