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7th Wings Party – Tennessee Prison for Women 
Mother’s Day Party  
May 3, 2014 
 
 
Wings Ministry hosted its 7th Wings Prison Party at the Tennessee Prison for Women on May 3, 2014, in 
celebration of Mother’s Day.  There were 77 inmates, 134 children, and 124 adult caregiver/family 
members who had signed up for the party.  There were 24 volunteers who were registered from 18 
different churches throughout the greater Nashville Area, Smithville, Memphis, Lexington, Cowan, 
Morrison, McMinnville, Henderson, and volunteers from Ohio, Alabama, and New Mexico. 
 
THANKS to everyone for making the extra effort to make this party so special for so many! 
 
Comments from volunteer Jean Copeland: 

“What a wonderful time we had! Ann has asked me to share some thoughts since this was my first 
party to attend.  I went wanting to give back for all the blessings God has given me.  I left feeling 
that I was given more.  How special the day was!  The families shared songs, games, crafts and 
pizza together.  It was a joy to see the children with their loved ones and the closeness they all 
shared.  We were told how much it meant to be able to spend such fun time with their families.  
Favorites were dressing a person from each table for Mother’s Day, the egg hunt and building 
Noah’s Ark.  The children were wonderful animals!   

 
The participation of the prison warden, chaplain, and staff helped to make this party a huge 
success.  We certainly felt God’s hands on all of us.”   

 
 
Wings is always blessed when a party is held at the TPFW because the ladies always prepare an 
early lunch for all the volunteers.  They continue to be the only prison that consistently does this and we 
are very grateful. 
 
The TPFW also usually starts the party with an “egg hunt” and this party was no exception.  Candy was 
put in small plastic eggs that were scattered across the large lawn in the middle of the prison grounds.  
All the children raced across the lawn, picking up the colorful eggs.  Some children found as many as 42 
eggs!  Everyone enjoyed the freedom to run across the yard, gathering the eggs/candy. 
 
Chaplain Yolanda Walker opened the party in prayer.  The traditional Wings songs’ – Praise Ye the 
Lord, and Shake a Neighbor’s Hand were sung with gusto and great joy.  Next song leader Wanda 
Lewis led everyone in several more fun, uplifting songs. 
 

Ann led the Bible story of Noah and the Ark.  “Noah”, “his family”, “the ark”, “the rainbow” and the 
“many assorted animals” were picked. Everyone else became the “wind” and the “rain”.  Noah built the 
ark, his family members and two kinds of all the animals on earth joined him, and yet as Noah looked 
out, he saw the slow turtles trying to get to the ark in time.  Everyone called out to the turtles and finally 
they made it to the ark before the 40 days of rain and wind flooded the earth.  Finally the rain 
stopped, Noah sent out the doves to look for new growth, and they returned with a green leaf in their 
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beaks.  God’s promise to Noah was fulfilled with the beautiful rainbow above the earth, and everyone 
was reminded that God will even wait for the slowest turtle to come to Him. It was a powerful 
interaction of a Bible story.   

Next the family members heard Ann share the history of the Wings and other ministry leaders talked 
about their ministries and opportunities available to family members and returning citizens. During this 
time the women and their children made crafts, which consisted of Mother’s Day cards and bookmarkers 
for loved ones, beautiful caterpillars and butterflies, and cheerio and pretzel necklaces, and tissue 
paper banners that were given to the prison and Wings.  It was fun seeing everyone wearing the 
cheerio/fruit loop necklaces, and having so much fun.  

Everyone enjoyed conversation over pizza, cookies, and punch.  Once everyone finished eating one 
mother from each group of 10 was decorated in a new Mother’s Day outfit.  Great fun was had 
decorating all the moms and then a fashion show was held, with the mom’s modeling their new outfits. 

The party ended in a huge circle prayer around the gym with everyone holding hands and being 
reminded that we are all God’s children and Jesus died for each one of us.  

The photo collages portray the energy, fun, and Christ-filled love that was shared by everyone at the 
party.  

 
Special THANKS to all our donors, including Prison Fellowship, the many Operation Starting Line 
collaborations, The 1697 Foundation, Guideposts Magazines, Biblica, and the many area churches and 
individuals who helped us. 
 
The comments reflect the positive impact of the Wings Party. Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
Special thanks to Jean Copeland who typed up all the comments! 
 
I came to the Wings Mother’s Day Party today because: 
1. I was invited by my best friend.  Guest 
2. Visit with family and friends.  Guest 
3. See Mom and support Wings.  Guest 
4. For a terrific experience.  Volunteer 
5. We miss our sister and wanted to celebrate this great opportunity with her.  Guest 
6. I miss my Auntie.   Guest 
7. My Momma brought me.  Guest 
8. I love my sister.  Guest 
9. My mother invited me.  Guest 
10. I wanted to experience this with my family.  Guest 
11. My daughter is here.  Guest 
12. My Mom and friends came to visit me.  Guest 
13. Spend time with my friend.  Guest 
14. It is an honor for me to assist the chapel with this program.  Volunteer 
15. My mom asked me.  Guest 
16. For my wife.  Guest 
17. My grandmother invited me.  Guest 
18. My daughter said it would be fun and to show support.  Guest 
19. To help someone feel good and to receive the blessing.  Volunteer 
20. I love to spend time with my loved ones and feel the love of my family.  Guest 
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21. I love volunteering for Wings parties.  It is such a blessing.  Volunteer 
22. Spend time with my Mom.  Guest 
23. For our daughter Kena.  Guest 
24. To be with my Auntie Natalie.  Guest 
25. To be with my sister.  Guest 
26. My daughter and bring her sons.  Guest 
27. Family.  Guest 
28. Natalie Wyatt.  Guest 
29. I wanted to spend time with my family.  Melissa Cole - Guest 
30. My daughter and granddaughter to the party.   Guest 
31. My daughter is here.  Guest 
32. I wanted to spend time with my family.  Guest 
33. Convivir con La familia en esta fiesta la pase feliz.  Guest 
34. Porgi queria ver a mi mama y teney Buenos momentos.  Guest 
35. Xk traje a my hija a vicitar a su mama.  Guest 
36. Vine a esta fiesta por que me da la oportinidad de estas con mi esposo mi hija abrasarios y 

combivir.  Guest 
37. I wanted to visit and find out what this was all about.  Guest 
38. A chance to see my kids and have fun.  Guest 
39. To visit my mother.  Guest 
40. I wanted to spend time with my children.  Guest 
41. I’ve enjoyed myself previously and to spend time with friends and family.  Guest 
42. My dear friend Ute invited me.  Guest 
43. To find kindness and family.  Guest 
44. I wanted to spend time (special time) with my family.  Guest 
45. My daughter is here.  Guest 
46. I was invited.  Guest 
47. I want to see my family.  Guest 
48. My mom.  Guest 
49. It’s a wonderful way to spend time with family and friends.  Guest 
50. I wanted to see and spend time with my aunt.  Guest 
51. As an incentive for good behavior and spend time with family.  Guest 
52. I wanted to spend time with my family.  Guest 
53. To visit with my family.  Guest 
54. My mother, my son and nephew, and grandmother.  Guest 
55. To spend time with my mother.  Guest 
56. I want to be with my daughter and to have a good time.  Guest 
57. I came to see my grandmother.  Guest 
58. I was interested in spending time with my family.  I have stayed free of write up in the past 5 years 

since I have been here.  Guest 
59. To see my grandbaby.  Guest 
60. To see my mom.  Guest 
61. Invited to be someone special here.  Guest 
62. To see my mom.  Guest 
63. To spend time with my family and friends.  Guest 
64. To see my family.  Tranice-Guest 
65. I wanted to spend time with my family.  Guest 
66. To bring my kids to see their grammie.  Guest 
67. Family.  Guest 
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68. To enjoy time with Sarah and her friends.  Guest 
69. I wanted to see my son.  Guest 
70. I wanted to see my daughter and other inmates.  Guest 
71. Came to the party to see my grandma.  Jeobyri  -Guest 
72. To see my grandma and have fun.  Justin - Guest 
73. To spend time with my mommy.  Guest 
74. I wanted to give back and meet everyone.  Volunteer 
75. I love the set-up.  It’s so much fun.  Alondria Jones - Guest 
76. To spend time with my daughter.  Guest 
77. I am a 7th year volunteer.   Volunteer 
78. I enjoy coming every year. Guest 
79. My daughter and I enjoy the time with my daughter and Wings Ministry.  Guest 
80. We were invited by Kelly O’Stran.  Guest 
81. I wanted to spend time with my family.  Guest 
82. I came to see my aunt.  Guest 
83. To spend time with my family.  Guest 
84. I enjoyed it so much 4 years ago.  Guest 
85. Got to spend time with mommy.  Guest 
86. Visit my daughter.  Meet others.  See the complex where she lives.  Guest 
87. Enjoy a fun day with my parents.  Guest 
88. To enjoy a wonderful day with my daughter.  Guest 
89. Spend time with daughter and son.  Guest 
90. I enjoyed it 3 years ago.  Guest 
91. I wanted the time with my daughter and to fellowship with other families and inmates.  Guest 
92. To see everyone special.  Guest 
93. To see my mommies, my best friend and family.  Guest 
94. My daughter, my mama, great granddaughter-4 generations.  Guest 
95. My daughter is here and I enjoy spending time with her in a different environment.  Guest 
96. This is my first opportunity to come and be a part.  Volunteer 
 
The highlights of the party for me were: 
1. Thanks to the Warden, Chaplain and all the staff for welcoming all of us into the prison with such 

grace and love. 
2. Meeting my inmate’s friends. 
3. The songs. 
4. Everything. 
5. Eating with my friends! (New friends!) 
6. God loves all of us no matter what. 
7. Easter eggs. 
8. Easter egg hunt. 
9. The story the lady told about her family and journey finding a church home. (Ann’s story.) 
10. Noah’s Ark/egg hunt. 
11. The story of Noah. 
12. Getting to spend time with family and friends. 
13. All fellowship. 
14. Seeing the families bonding and spending quality time together. 
15. Just spending time with my mom. 
16. All of it. 
17. Easter egg hunt. 
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18. Dressing my daughter up and the egg hunt. 
19. Seeing everyone have fun with children and family. 
20. Seeing the beautiful smile on the kids’ faces and how happy they feel. 
21. Being able to spend time and interact with my family. 
22. Spending time with my mom. 
23. Being here with my family. 
24. The Noah story, the singing. Wonderful audience participation. 
25. Spending time with family for Easter and Mother’s Day. 
26. Bible story. 
27. Have fun with the eggs. 
28. To have fun in joy my sister in the game. 
29. Just be with families. 
30. The program and singing with friends. 
31. The songs and the ministry. 
32. Seeing my mom’s eyes sparkle. 
33. Because I take egg. 
34. Estar en combiven sia con mi familia. 
35. El estar com mi familia combivir con todos. 
36. When she gave her testimony. 
37. Discussion. (Hard to hear speakers.) 
38. Crafts. 
39. Being with family. 
40. Fellowshipping with different people. 
41. Seeing so many mothers and children having fun together and spending time with my friend. 
42. Fellowship/Laughter. 
43. Eating together with my family. 
44. Being with my daughter, meeting her friends. 
45. Crafts, Noah’s story and storytelling. 
46. My family. 
47. Everything. 
48. Being able to see and talk with everyone. 
49. Spending time with my aunt. 
50. Arts and crafts. 
51. Noah’s Ark. 
52. When we sang the song and did Noah Ark. 
53. Uplifting. 
54. The Noah theme. 
55. Being with my mom, singing and having great time. 
56. Spending time with my mother and friends. 
57. Talking about God. 
58. Fun, happy.  I had a great time was when I shook people’s hand. 
59. Watching the kids play and the families and inmates light up with joy. 
60. Seeing my grandbaby. 
61. The crafts. 
62. Eating together and spending time together. 
63. Seeing my mom. 
64. Spending time with my family and friends. 
65. Crafts, hanging out, pizza. 
66. Noah’s Ark and craft time. 
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67. Kids having fun. 
68. Talking with the different people. 
69. Friends and family. 
70. Extravagant. 
71. Crafts, pizza. 
72. Pizza, egg hunt and the whole party! 
73. The kids. 
74. Eating real food with my mommy. 
75. Meeting the children. 
76. The story of Noah, pizza. 
77. Getting to see my daughter. 
78. Getting to spend time with my mother. 
79. Hanging with my mom. 
80. The children. 
81. The whole party. 
82. The activities. 
83. Spending time together as a family. Ministry. 
84. My daughter’s joy and her dad’s kindness. 
85. The crafts. 
86. Spending quality time with my family and friends. 
87. Eating with old friends and new friends. 
88. Family time, worship, singing, unhindered 5 hour visit.  Enjoyed spending time intermingling with 

other inmates and their families. 
89. Spending time with my mom and dad. 
90. Seeing my daughter laugh and sing. 
91. Daughter getting to participate in activities with children. 
92. Seeing the kids have so much fun. 
93. Seeing my friends/special. 
94. I made them butterflies. Pizza! 
95. The songs and the playing with everybody. 
96. The music and being able to dine together as a family. 
97. Visiting with family. 
98. Meeting all the different people and watching the kids have so much fun. 
99. Bible story. 
100. The whole experience.  
 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Parties because: 
1. It helps build morale. 
2. A great sense of community. 
3. It‘s a blessing because some families only come during the Wings Ministry parties. 
4. Everyone deserves a party! 
5. It was a great time for families to celebrate a great time with the inmates and a good learning of 

the organization. 
6. They are fun. 
7. The parties are fun. 
8. We get to see them longer. 
9. It is fun. 
10. It’s very inspirational. 
11. It’s good for families. 
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12. This is the only time I can come into the prison compound. 
13. They help provide an environment which encourages family bonding time. 
14. Promotes healthy family and friend relationships. 
15. This is the only opportunity the ladies have to feel normalcy with their families. 
16. Mother and kids get to spend quality time that they don’t get in a regular visit. 
17. It’s a good thing for families. 
18. We can spend more time together and it is exciting. 
19. It promotes goodness and a means of a support network. 
20. We can share faith and the love of Jesus. 
21. It’s a great thing to get to spend time with your loved ones. 
22. It is fun. 
23. It is such a blessing for families to spend quality time with their mom. 
24. It’s good because kids get to spend time with parents. 
25. It’s fun and we can be with our loved one. 
26. It was fun and interesting. 
27. My daughter is here and it is nice. 
28. It’s good. 
29. It is good for inmates and friends. 
30. It makes our family get to share an event together. 
31. It shows us that we are still people. 
32. I can be with my daughter and she can see her children. 
33. Pory convivo mas cxon mama. 
34. Por la oportunidar de estar serca de los seres que mas a mamas. 
35. It gives our kids a day to spend with us. Free world. Food is great too. It teaches about God. 
36. Gives us time to have fun instead of just talking. 
37. It’s good for the family. 
38. It allows a sense of belonging in the community and being involved. 
39. It gives families with incarcerated Mother and Grandmother time to be together and have fun. 
40. Family. 
41. This is a great incentive for good behavior. 
42. It’s inspiring for the family. 
43. Family time and meet new people. 
44. It is great for inmates and family. 
45. It helps form the relationships we all need. 
46. Helps maintain order with outsiders and prisoners. 
47. It’s great for the family to spend time together and share about God. 
48. Great for mothers and children. 
49. Because it is a good program for the inmates. 
50. It brings plentiful joy. 
51. It’s a great way to connect with each other and take a break from reality. 
52. It is a wonderful event.  Helps us spend special time with family. 
53. It gives us inmates opportunities to see and intermingle with our families. 
54. They are good for family. 
55. It’s an amazing peaceful event. 
56. It is fun. 
57. It should be for friends of inmates that may not have family that can attend. I look forward to 

having the opportunity to do this with her. 
58. So I can spend time with my mom. 
59. Because it is a special bonding time for inmates and friends and families. 
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60. It rocks. 
61. It’s a really big incentive and very appreciated. 
62. It’s a nice time to spend with family. 
63. Kids having fun. 
64. It’s good for all. 
65. We have so much fun. 
66. It was wonderful and such a blessing to me the Inmates to give them life and love. 
67. The great volunteers and the kids. 
68. We love it. 
69. It brings families together in a normal atmosphere. 
70. It teaches people about Jesus. 
71. We appreciate it. 
72. It was awesome and more family time. 
73. They are fun. 
74. It bonds the inmates and families closer together. 
75. They do a great job. 
76. Because this is good to spend time with your love one like this. 
77. Help build moral and family to make people feel. 
78. It’s very spiritual. 
79. They’re good at it. 
80. It gives our family an opportunity to interact with other people. 
81. It brings families together. 
82. Special and rewarding time with family.  Very nice time to be together, less structured and would 

love to worship and sing together again. 
83. A wonderful opportunity for families to spend time together. 
84. It gives inmates and their family a great event to look forward to.  A chance to interact with other 

inmates and their families. 
85. It’s a great way to have child and parent do things together and for mother to see how child 

interacts with others. 
86. The girls here need to feel the love of God and family together. 
87. It’s good for the morale of the prisoners, helps them have something to look forward to and build 

relationships. 
88. It is the right thing to do! 
89. The fun and they want the kids to look forward to it. 
90. It promotes positive socialization and encourages a strong community and family environment. 
91. It builds solid bonds. 
92. It’s a great chance for families to come together. 
93. It gives a relaxed atmosphere for the inmates and staff to visit. 
94. It brings God and family together. 
 
I appreciate Prison Fellowship and Operation  Starting Line collaborators’ gifts and 
books, donated cookies and pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. Thank you again! 
2. It’s a blessing to bless people and they are appreciated. 
3. This has been a great event and it was put together very well. 
4. Have a good day. 
5. Pleasure to meet you all.  Thanks and God Bless. 
6. Thanks and keep the programs coming. 
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7. I’ll continue praying for their ministries and more prisons can be open for this program. 
8. May God bless you and continue to use you to bless countless others. 
9. May God richly reward you all. 
10. You did a great job. 
11. Thank you. 
12. Do stuff like this all the time. 
13. The staff and inmates who helped make the party successful. 
14. I enjoyed all the activities and interacting. 
15. I appreciate everything they did for us. 
16. I really enjoyed it. 
17. Thanks for caring! 
18. For the pizza and Bible stories. 
19. I had a good time. 
20. I appreciate the opportunity to hear you all and seeing my daughter informally.  Thank you for your 

time for putting all of this together.  I have enjoyed the time spent with my daughter.  It was the 
most beautiful Mother’s Day gift ever. 

21. Today felt like home.  The joy of spending a regular day with my family makes me feel normal.  It 
was a good feeling that I haven’t felt for a long time. Thank You, Melissa Cole 

22. Dios los Bendiga. 
23. I really enjoyed it, even though my family was not able to make it.  I really appreciate the kids 

were included in so much. 
24. And thanks for the Easter egg hunt. 
25. May God continue to bless.  Thank you for caring and knowing we are still people. 
26. I had a wonderful time.  You are doing a great ministry.  I would like to come again. 
27. God Bless you, Wings brought me closer to having a family. 
28. May God bless you. 
29. Thank You! 
30. A job well done. 
31. You are awesome!! 
32. It was really fun.  God will bless them for keeping us inmates in their thoughts and deeds. 
33. It’s greatly appreciated. 
34. I really appreciate u thanks. 
35. We are glad that you do this thing. 
36. You’re all a blessing from God. 
37. Please do not take this away. 
38. Have a great day. 
39. Your generosity means so much.  Thank you so much for having this event for the women who don’t  

have children.   We really appreciate the time. 
40. Keep on. 
41. Thank you!  We appreciate you!  THANKS AGAIN! 
42. We enjoyed and very thankful. 
43. God Bless you all and the inmates at TPFW. 
44. Thank you all, we love it. 
45. This means so much to the inmates and their families. 
46. Continue to be blessed. Alondria Jones 
47. We appreciate them. 
48. Thanks and I really appreciated it. 
49. Keep giving. They need connection to the outside world. 
50. I hope to see you next year. 
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51. Enjoyed everything. 
52. I appreciate all you do. 
53. For all you do! 
54. Thank you to the staff and volunteers!  Much appreciated! 
55. The volunteers taking time out of their day to help pull everything together for the inmates and their 

families. 
56. Taking the time out of your day to give back to inmates and their families. 
57. Thanks so much.  It was a great time. 
58. God bless them for all they do. 
59. God bless. 
60. It’s a wonderful experience and a blessing.  It’s my first time and I like it! It was a good day, a 

Christ filled day.  I got to spend time with my family and have fun. 
61. Thank you, God Bless you. 
62. Please continue to have these and thank you! 
63. Thank you so much. 
64. I appreciate all they do. 
 
 
I drove (-----) miles one way to come to the party. 
126, 85, 20, 12, 10, 6, flew 800 miles, flew 1500 miles, 75, 126, 2 hours, 40, 88, 80, 70, 112, 10 
hours, 11, 27, 116, 21, 200, 45, 55, 7, 30, 120, 89, 257, 250, 247, 90 
 
Extra artwork on placemats. 
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