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Date:  16 Nov. 2014 
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Texas Department of Corrections 
 Bonney, Texas 
 
Summary of events of the 3rd Wings For Life International Wings Party/Family Day in the 
Texas Department of Correction 
 
The party was held in the Chapel of the Stringfellow Unit on 16 November. The inmates 
were briefed by Wings Executive Director/Founder Ann Edenfield Sweet before the 
guests arrived on the schedule and activities.  Volunteers helped to set up the room and 
supported Ann in her activities.  The Chaplain had pre-planning and administration of the 
event to support.  The Warden came in to talk to the group about why he wanted to help 
make this event possible. 
 
The guests arrived being escorted in at varying times starting shortly after 11 AM.  They 
greeted inmate and family members in the Chapel. Emotion was high as children hugged their 
Dads, wives met their husbands, and parents met with sons. 
  
The music portion included singing by all and learning several songs led by Ann.  From this 
point on it was a party for the visitors and children.  There was a Bible story with inmates 
dressing as disciples and the Chaplain playing a part too.  (Jesus calming the storm.) Ann 
directed the story.  The kids and parents laughed and smiled throughout the performance, as 
everyone had a part whether they were a disciple, part of the boat, wind/rain/thunder, sail, 
disciple or pillow.   
 
Following this,   kids and Dad's had crafts (cards, cheerio necklaces, butterflies) while 
parents and wives met with Ann to talk about the purpose, testimonials, and experience of 
the event.  Sharing why this event happens helped everyone understand the meaning and 
importance to the inmates and their families. 
 
Pizza was served to the group by the volunteers. This was a big hit.  Tables were arranged so 
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that about 10 people could sit together, usually 2 or 3 families with one volunteer.  Families 
were asked to discuss questions located on the placemats which included sharing special 
things they might like to do as a family.  Each family described the “angel” in their family or 
special person in their life.  An evaluation of the event was provided so that Wings could 
gather feedback.  After dinner there was a table game (decorated people as human turkeys 
in celebration of Thanksgiving) followed by a circle with prayer by the Chaplain.  Gifts were 
distributed to the visitors. 
 
Goodbyes to loved ones was another emotional event as a great day ended.  Children were 
happy to spend time with Daddy.  The family had fun, laughed and smiled together.   
 
Following the goodbyes the room was cleaned up and chairs stacked.  The event was 
appreciated as can be seen in the words recorded below. 
 
The question is listed first followed by statements from children, other loved ones, and 
inmates.  Several individuals only answered a few of the questions, therefore the responses 
do not equal the same number on each of the 5 questions. Some did not respond to the 
statements.  Special THANKS to volunteer Bert Hervey who typed up all the comments! 
 
 I came to the Wings because: 

1. To have fun 
2. Find out about prison 
3. Spend a day with Daddy 
4. My son invited me 
5. I wanted my son to have the best relationship 
6. To see my son and find out about the prison environment 
7. I came about the people in prison 
8. My husband invited me although without much notice 
9. Visit Daddy 
10. Visit Daddy and do crafts 
11. To see my son and how I would feel 
12. Seeing my family 
13. So good to see my family 
14. To see my son 
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15. Strong testimony 
16. To have fun 
17. To unite your family 
18. My mom comes to see my Dad 
19. To see my best friend/Dad 
20. I got to see my son 
21. To spend time with my Dad 
22. Support my son to visit his Dad 
23. To spend time with my son and really live with him 
24. I came to see my Dad 
25. Love as family 
26. About my experience here with my Dad while in prison, my mother for keeping my 

family together and being a  good Mom 
27. I had never seen one before and I found it to be a great event and I am glad I came. 
28. Worth the visit.  Inspiring and blessed to be here. Spent time with him and my Mom is 

an angel. 
29. Visit my kids and grandparents 
30. Good time to spend with family 
31. I came to see my Dad 
32. Grandson at Stringfellow and his children wanted to see him. 
33. My son asked me to, he sounded really excited about it 
34. To see my son 
35. So Grandson can spend quality time with his Dad. 
36. I like to spend time with my Dad. 
37. I wanted to see my Dad. 

 
The highlights of the party for me were: 

1. Seeing my Kids 
2. See my Dad 
3. Seeing my son and his daughter share time together 
4. Everybody was great 
5. Seeing him enjoy his daughter and grandson 
6. Seeing the bonding between my husband  and his son 
7. See my son 
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8. Coloring 
9. It is important to have them together for bonding 
10. Acting out the Bible story 
11. See Daddy 
12. Seeing the kids with their Dads 
13. The kids were so happy 
14. Strong testimony 
15. To be able to sit with other families 
16. Thanks and love 
17. Seeing my son and his daughter together 
18. When we made cards and ate fruit loops 
19. The chaplain prayers 
20. Arts and crafts with my son, we made a card for Troy and Laura 
21. Drawing 
22. Being able to spend real time and interact with our loved ones 
23. One on one time with kids making crafts 
24. Having small talks 
25. I got to see my Dad.  That was the best part. 
26. To see the men and children interact with each other; joy happiness, and love 
27. To see what a blessing my son has become to me and others 
28. To see and meet other people that my son is spending time with 
29. Testimonials 
30. Spending time with my Dad 
31. When I walked in 

 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings parties because: 

1. It is the best ever 
2  It gives us inmates time to bond with family 
3.  I love my Dad 
4.  You see the men care about their families and it gives them something to hope for 
5.  It is a wonderful day for inmates to share with their families and children 
6.  Interacting outside the visiting station 
7. Don’t stop having these events 
8.  Family bonding 
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9.  Help family 
10.  I am grateful for all you did and was inspired to keep fighting to keep my family 
together. 
11. I personally think it is important to have them and to keep this support for families 
12. I had so much fun 
13.  When I did crafts 
14. To come to dad 
15. To see my husband and kids smile 
16.  It helps bring families together 
17.  Teach 
18.  Seeing my Dad 
19.  Kids need to see their father 
20.  Togetherness 
21.  Because we get to spend time with our father 
22.  Because it is a blessing to the Dads as well as the children 
23.  It brings families together  
24.  It gives men what to look forward to and it gives them reasons to come home 
25. Because it gives parents and kids a chance to laugh and have fun 
26. Give the prisoners motivation when they feel like giving up 
27. Us kids get to see our Dads in person 
28. Family life needs this 
29. It has given the inmate and the family a chance to reconnect with each other. 
30. Just listening to the guys share this.  We very much appreciate the time with family 
members 
31. It allows a child time with their parent and to hear God's word 
32. It is good 
33. I want to have fun with my Dad again 

 
I appreciate Prison Fellowship, Operations Starting Line collaborator gifts, Guideposts 
Magazines, gifts and books, delicious donated food, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks 
and; 

1.  I hope to have a blessed life 
2.  All the positive feedback from the inmates 
3.  This has been an amazing gift for me 
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4   Thank God for everyone who took part in this 
5.  Thank you with all my heart 
6.  We truly appreciate the love 
7.  Yeah 
8.  Keep it up 
9.  The warden and chaplains and all the officers 
10. It is a blessing from God to have someone to love us enough to share it 
11.  Keep up the good work.  You are doing a great job and it is really appreciated   
12.   I appreciate the time and effort to make us have an exciting and memorable 
experience with God centered 
13.  You'll need to do this every year 
14.  We appreciate greatly the understanding and love shown to all 
15.  This has been such a blessing to us to spend this time with our son and to see him 
with his son 
16. What a blessing it was to spend time with our son 
17. Thank you.  This was a great day. 

 
 I drove how many miles one way to come to the party: 
800, 40, 50, 170, 10, 250, 100, 45, 52, 90, 45, 40, 230, walked 100 yards, 200, 150, 79, 60, 
flew from Albuquerque, NM 
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