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Wings Father’s Day Party/Family Day Comments 
Springer Correctional Facility Prison Party    

June 28, 2014 
 
Mission Impossible and Mission Accomplished will always define this party. 
 
Wings had a total of five volunteers who were finally able to make it to host the Springer Wings 
Party/Family Day scheduled for 425+ people!  The Wings Executive Director was not able to attend 
due to a pinched neck nerve so her husband, Doug Sweet, just stepped in and took her place!  We had 
one volunteer who had never attended a party so this was an experience for her!   
 
The “Miracle Team/Fast Five”, as I will call our crew, managed to pull this party off.  With the help 
of the inmates and the families, we were able to make 400+ sandwiches.   
 
Needless to say, it was a very successful party with everyone participating and helping!  The inmates 
and families actually enjoyed helping and being part of the party.  They are ready for the next one 
already!    
 
Thank you everyone! 
Yolanda Mattison, Volunteer Coordinator, Wings For LIFE International 

 
Comments from Executive Director Ann Edenfield Sweet: 
I am forever grateful to my husband Doug and the other members of the “Miracle Team/Fast 
Five” who hosted this special party/family day at Springer.  This was the first party/family day 
we have ever had that I wasn’t able to make it.  I am sorry I couldn’t be there, BUT the 
comments below prove that it doesn’t take me to lead a party.  The parties are based on what 
the early disciples did in Acts 2:42.  And we Wings volunteers continue to sing, share Bible 
stories, play together, and eat together.  Relationships are built and strengthened, and Christ’s 
love is shared.   
 
Wings will continue long after I’m gone because it is based on scripture where caring Christians 
come together as the Body of Christ and reach out to the “least of these”. As I read these 
comments, they are no different than the comments from the any of the other parties we have 
hosted over the past 19 years.  
 
Thanks again to the Miracle Team, to the Springer staff, Volunteer Chaplain Bob Clevenger, 
and all of our sponsors and donors!   

 
I came to the Wings Father’s Day family day today because: 
Inmate: 

1. My girlfriend came to visit. 
2. To enjoy a blessed day. 
3. Seeing all my family. 
4. My family and friends. 
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5. It gave me an opportunity to be with family and share with each other. 
6. To meet with my family and introduce them to the Lord. 
7. Fellowship. 

Family: 
1. To see inmate and enjoy family fellowship. 
2. To see my son. Thank you so very much. 
3. Visit my brothers. 
4. To see Shawn Weldy, my husband, and so our niece and nephew could see Shawn, their 

uncle. 
5. To spend the day with my boyfriend. 
6. So my daughter and I could visit our loved one. 
7. My boyfriend is here. 
8. Pasar un bune rato con mi hijo. 
9. I came to visit my Grandson whom I have shared most of his life with him. He is a very 

special young man. Lived in my home–Respected me - my home - my things. Took care 
me, the yard, and worked around the house.  

10. My brother is incarcerated and invited me. 
11. To visit our son. 
12. Seeing my papa. 
13. I luv papa.  
14. I love my son. 
15. It was a chance to see my son Josh. 
16. Rectification. 
17. Visit family. 
18. I have family within the confinement of this prison. 
19. I wanted to visit my dad. 
20. To visit and encourage my son. 
21. For my boys to see their dad. 
22. Children: To see Dad!! It’s been 6 months since last visit and was a great opportunity to 

fellowship as a family. 
23. I wanted to see my father. 
24. To have fun. 
25. My man is here. 
26. My son was excited about it and we want to support him. 
27. It allows me and my family to spend more time with my husband. 
28. To visit my friend Darryl. 
29. I wanted to see my nephew and see what Wings was about. 

 
The highlights of the party for me were: 
Inmate: 

1. The cookies. 
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2. My friends little angel!  
3. Getting out of the unit. 
4. The inmates get to be with their families. 
5. The kid that played the pig in the Prodigal Son play. 
6. Spending time with my family. 
7. Time with others. 

Family: 
1. The fellowship with other families. 
2. Spending time with my family. 
3. Getting to spend time and eat with my brother. 
4. Being able to enjoy a meal and get together to enjoy the gathering – especially the 

Christian music. 
5. The play with children and meal. 
6. The music and visit. 
7. The play. 
8. Sharing with others, the music, and meeting people dealing with our same situation. 
9. The praise and worship, the music, and visiting time. 
10. Spending time with our son. 
11. The fellowship and spending true quality family time. 
12. Watching my brother interact with his niece (my daughter). 
13. The little children. 
14. Everything! 
15. The singing. 
16. Seeing my family and making sandwiches. 
17. The family bonding. 
18. Seeing my son and knowing he will be released soon. 
19. Seeing my boys having fun with their father. 
20. Children seeing dad and the craft activity. 
21. I got to see my father.  
22. Crafts and arts eating with him.  
23. Spending time with son/father. 
24. The prayer, story of Ann, involving the children, and crafts. 
25. Seeing my brother. 
26. The story of the Prodigal son. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings family days because: 
Staff: 
Inmate: 

1. It brings families together. 
2. It’s a great time for family. 
3. Family day. 
4. The inmate gets to be with their family. 
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5. It’s a good program and plus it shows how much people care about others. 
6. Good family experience. 
7. It’s nice. 
8. Reunites families. 
9. It provides a way for friends and family to unite under good circumstances. 

Family:  
1. Very positive influence on inmates. 
2. It is a beautiful way to spend time with family and thank Wings for the food and all they 

do. 
3. Great for prisoner’s moral and family involvement and the Word of God. 
4. This is amazing, awesome, and gives us the opportunity to see and hear each other in 

person. Very special to any inmates and their families. 
5. It is an encouragement for the men and their families, and children really seemed to 

enjoy their time. 
6. It is nice for the prisoners and their family to have something to look forward to. 
7. It brings families together. 
8. Inmates get to be with their children and family where they have the freedom to sit and 

relax without watching their every move. 
9. It is a nice treat for the family of a prisoner and is also an activity for the prisoners to 

look ahead to and to be on their best behavior to earn the privilege. 
10. We need to show the kids that all can be good to one another. 
11. I can spend time with my son. 
12. Just because you’re a prisoner doesn’t mean you not a human being and if God can 

reach one soul it is worth it. 
13. Because it allows the families to be able to roam around with the inmates without the 

family feeling they just got looked up too. 
14. Family members need the direct contact. 
15. Supports family structure. 
16. Promotes family. 
17. This event brings us all closer and gives us strength to keep loving each other. 
18. It is uplifting for the inmates. 
19. People get to see their fathers, husbands and grandpas.  
20. I can see my dad.  
21. Promotes family. 
22. It’s Christ centered. 
23. We get to do more activities and spend more time together. 
24. They build up the family and inmate’s self-esteem. 
25. It is good for the prisoner. 
26. Quality time with family and chance to meet other families going through the same 

situations. 
27. It gives us a little bit of “normal”. 
28. It helps families to stay together closer to God and know that someone loves them. 
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29. They are cool. Less church stuff would be nice. 
30. You can enjoy family time and share Bible stories that touch us. 

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Prison Fellowship and 
Operation Starting Line collaborators’ gifts and books, donated cookies 
and pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
Inmate: 

1. God Bless! 
2. Keep up the good work. 
3. Greatly appreciated. 

Family: 
1. I especially appreciate the sponsors. 
2. God Bless each and every one for all you do. God has blessed hands on you. 
3. Thanks. We do really appreciate it. 
4. You are really appreciated for your hard work. God bless you all. 
5. Enjoyed the day very much. 
6. Continue to support the inmates. 
7. Keep up God’s work. 
8. A very big thank you. 
9. God Bless!! 
10. Getting to see my father.  
11. We are very happy you did this family day. 
12. What a blessing you are to everyone. 
13. Keep it going. 
14. Greatly appreciated of your time and dedication. 

I drove _______ miles one way to come to the party. 
150, 160, 450, 300, 250, 280, 200, 380, 270, 268, 310, 200+, 400, 263,114, 315, 425, 300+, 240, 
70,110. 
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