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Comments – 9th Wings Party  
Guadalupe County Correctional Facility  
March 29, 2014 
Santa Rosa, NM 
 

The 9th Wings Party was held at the Guadalupe County Correctional Facility on Saturday, 
March 24. There were 28 inmates at the party, including members of the inmate praise team, 60 
family members were cleared to attend the party, along with 30 volunteers, from 13 different 
congregations from Albuquerque, Edgewood, Rio Rancho, and Santa Rosa. We were especially 
pleased to have the music team from the Santa Rosa Catholic Church lead music for the party. 

The staff at Santa Rosa is always very helpful and welcoming, and we greatly appreciate their 
welcome and help. 

The men and volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the party, including making the sub 
sandwiches and PB&J sandwiches. Prior to the start of the party Wings Founder Ann Edenfield 
Sweet led the group in mixer games where everyone got to learn new things about one another. 

Chaplain Zenaida Bridges opened the party in prayer.  Warden Bravo welcomed all the families 
and volunteers. We started with the traditional “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s 
Hand”. Then the Santa Rosa Catholic church music team led the group in wonderful 
singing. They had musicians on guitar, violin, harmonica, keyboard, and a variety of instruments.  
They sang Spanish and English songs, and everyone loved them and enthusiastically joined in. 

Ann led the Bible study of Jesus calming the storm.  Chaplain Bridges was the “pillow” and the 
parish song leader was “Jesus”.  The men were disciples and everyone else were the “wind” and the 
“waves”.  When the disciples were frightened by the huge storm and awakened Jesus, and He had 
to do was call our “Be Still!”  Immediately the wind and the waves were still, and the disciples 
wondered out load, “Who is this man who calms even the wind and the waves?”  Chaplain Bridges 
then reflected on this story and added extra meaning to this powerful passage. 

Next the family members heard Ann share the history of the Wings and other ministry leaders 
talked about their ministries and opportunities available to family members and returning citizens. 
During this time the men and their children made crafts, which consisted of cards and bookmarkers 
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for loved ones, butterflies, and cheerio and pretzel necklaces.  It was fun seeing everyone wearing 
the cheerio/fruit loop necklaces.  

Everyone enjoyed conversation over sandwiches, cookies, and punch.  Once everyone finished 
eating we had a “winter Olympic relay” were everyone skied, skated, cheered USA, USA, sang 
the national anthem, and ended up wearing a “Going for the Gold Olympic medal”, reminding 
everyone that we all are Gold medal winners in God’s eyes.  Team photos were taken and 
everyone had such a fun time playing and interacting with one another. 

The party ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands and being 
reminded that we are all God’s children and Jesus died for each one of us.  

The photo collages portray the energy, fun, and Christ-filled love that was shared by everyone at 
the party.  

The comments below reflect the positive impact of the Wings Party. Duplicate comments were not 
repeated.  
  

I came to the Wings Party today because: 
 
PRISON STAFF Comments 
1. I am the Chaplain. 
2. I'm a Chapel Clerk and helped out with the set up. 
 
INMATE Comments 
1. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
2. To see my loved ones. 
3. I wanted to take part in the fellowship. 
4. To spend time with friends. 
5. I love spending time with my wife and son. 
6. Interested. 
7. I wanted to spend time with my mother in a good environment. 
8. I enjoy being with my wife as much as I do the Lord. 
9. I got a chance to be with my loved ones. 
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FAMILY MEMBER Comments 
1. I got a chance to be with my loved ones. 
2. To love our family. (by a child) 
3. I am glad to see my dad. (by a child) 
4. To spend time with my husband and have family time. 
5. See my DADDY. (by a child) 
6. I wanted to enjoy church fellowship with my son. 
7. I wanted to bring my grandkids to have fellowship with my son. 
8. Came to see Daddy. (by a child) 
9. We wanted to see how was it. 
10. My brother invited us. 
11. I am at the party to see my DiD. (by a child) 
12. For one thing my son has done good for himself. 
13. We came to visit dad. 
14. My dad is graduating. 
15. Because I love and wanted to support and encourage my nephew. 
16. It’s a great family time with my son and husband. 
17. To spend time with my son and God. 
18. To see our family and friends. 
19. To have been with family. 
20. So we can have fun.  
21. To spend family time. 
22. I wanted to share time and worship with my husband. 
 
VOLUNTEER Comments 
1. We were invited by Warden Bravo and Z Bridges. 
2. Choir was invited to sing. 
3. Because I belong to Catholic Choir and I wanted to sing. 
4. Invited. 
5. To play music. 
6. Our Lord sent me for my brothers and sisters. 
7. We were invited to come as a choir to sing. 
8. Roman Catholic Choir sponsor. 
9. I was invited to sing with the choir and enjoy the company. 
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The highlights of the party for me were: 
 
PRISON STAFF Comments 
1. All of it. 
2. Meeting new people and God’s children. 
 
INMATE Comments 
1. Listening to the staff 
2. The music and listening to the staff. 
3. The positive energy that was going around. 
4. Eating. 
5. Crafts with my son. 
6. Conversation. 
7. The songs and the time with my mother. 
8. The talk circles. 
9. The songs and being with my kids. 
 
FAMILY MEMBER Comments 
1. To love God and party. (by a child) 
2. I love to do stuff. (by a child) 
3. Praise and worship fellowshipping while eating lunch. 
4. Singing worship songs next to my son. 
5. Family, fellowship, worship, service. 
6. Play music (by a child) 
7. Special 
8. I liked making things with my DaD. (by a child) 
9. Praise the Lord and family. 
10. Making crafts and spending time with my dad. 
11. Spend time with my dad. 
12. Seeing the happy faces of the inmates who had their families present in support. 
13. Father and son time 
14. Eating with my son. 
15. Spend time with my family. 
16. Sitting around the table to eat. 
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17. Hanging out with JJ. (by a child) 
18. Eating together and sharing with my table mates. 
19. Parents and children visiting the awareness of Jesus in life. 
 
VOLUNTEER Comments 
1. Being with all the beautiful people. 
2. The singing, visiting with the people. Wings For LIFE is doing a wonderful thing for the 

inmates. 
3. Everyone having fun and listing to the Catholic Choir from Santa Rosa. 
4. Singing and visiting with the families. 
5. Meeting very special people. 
6. The kids. 
7. Meeting with the people here and listening to the speakers. 
8. Meeting with friends and learning stories from inmates. 
9. To serve God. 
10. Being able to communicate as one family and spread the Word. 
11. The enthusiasm of the people that attended. 
12. That God is life. 
13. Seeing the families together. 
14. Visiting with the inmates and music. 
15. The company and music. 
 
Wings Parties should continue in prisons because: 
 
PRISON STAFF Comments 
1. I think it is wonderful family time. 
2. Next time I can invite my family so they can see how good God is. 
 
INMATE Comments 
1. It brings us closer to Jesus. 
2. It nourishes our hearts and souls. 
3. They are fun. 
4. Great family time. 
5. It is spiritually healthy. 
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6. The inspiration of the people coming in carries on inside the facility. 
7. Family ties are important and makes life a little easier. 
8. It gives all a chance to get along. 
 
FAMILY MEMBER Comments 
1. Because it is fun. (by a child) 
2. It is a great opportunity for inmates to spend time with their family and fellowship. 
3. It is a great encouragement for the inmates as well as the families. 
4. It’s fun and you’re with everyone. 
5. It benefits us to know the Lord. 
6. They are interesting. 
7. They are cool. 
8. Great family time. 
9. It is good for everyone. 
10. It is good for everyone and fun for the kids. 
11. It is a great way to have families bond. 
12. We can have fun with friends and family. 
13. It was fun and you get to meet new people!!!!!!! 
14. We families need to be able to spend fun times together. 
15. I feel life can be changed given a chance to find Jesus in their lives. 
 
VOLUNTEER Comments 
1. It brings people together. 
2. Good for inmate’s morale and for their families. 
3. They are a proactive and good. 
4. Gets the families together. 
5. It helps everybody to get to know every different way that people have to live. 
6. It brings families closer. 
7. It does and it’s the best thing for the folks here. 
8. It brings peace and happiness to all attending. We were able to share God’s word. 
9. It is good for inmates, the community of Santa Rosa, all of us.  
10. Most definitely great event for families and inmates. 
11. It’s good to interact and communicate as equals in God’s eyes. 
12. It helps all the families and inmates to release tension. 
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Miles driven one way to attend the party: 
Many,1207,1607,127,130,150,140,92,204,110,2505,2,3,1,4 
 
I appreciate Prison Fellowship, all the Operation Starting Line Collaborators, Guideposts 
Magazines and books, Bibles, books from The 1687 Foundation, books from Biblica, delicious 
donated food by Wings volunteers, support from Central United Methodist Church, and want to 
tell all the sponsors thanks. 
 
 
 
 


