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4th Wings Party/Family Day  
Santa Fe Penitentiary 
Back-To-School Party 
Santa Fe, NM 
August 16, 2014 
 
The 4th Wings Party/Family Day at the Santa Fe Penitentiary in Santa Fe was held on August 16, 2014.  
There were 58 inmates, 68 adults family members, 49 children, and 25 volunteers who signed up to volunteer 
representing at least 18 different churches from Moriarty, Rio Rancho, the South Valley, Santa Fe, and 
Albuquerque, as well as with cookie bakers who provided 68 dozen homemade cookies as their ministry for the 
party. 

The party was held in the visitation room, and due to the large number of people, while the families were being 
cleared, Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings Executive Director/Founder, led mixer games outside in the beautiful 
outside garden area.  Tarps, balloons, and a variety of ways to divide the group allowed the people to start to 
get to know one another, and family relationships were already being strengthened. 

The party opened in prayer and then Wings leader Ann Edenfield Sweet led lead “Praise Ye the Lord”.  
Each side stood up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a 
Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, got everyone in the mood to have a great time and realize that this 
WAS a party and that everyone WAS going to have a great time.  Chaplain Jake McLeroy and three 
inmates who are involved in the inmate praise band led additional songs, while children and adults joined the 
singing with various percussion instruments.  The singing was very special and enjoyed by all. 

The Bible story was Noah and the Ark.  Chaplain Jake was Noah.  Next Noah’s three sons and 
their wives were outfitted in costume.  Then all the children picked out their favorite animal costume, 
the “ark” was formed by linking arms of the men who were present, and lastly the “rainbow” was picked 
and those who were part of the rainbow picked out colorful costumes and brightly colored paper to 
wave high as the “rainbow”.  Everyone else became the “wind” and “rain”.  All the animals rushed on 
the ark, and as it started the rain, everyone noticed the slow turtles, just taking their time getting on 
the ark.  Everyone shouted out to encourage the turtles to hurry, as it was starting to really rain.  
Finally the turtles got on the ark, just as it started to pour.  After 40 days and nights, the rain let up.  
The doves were sent out to look for a green leaf.  They returned with the leaf, Noah and his family 
bowed in prayer to God, and when they looked up they saw the rainbow, God’s promise to always be 
there.  And then everyone was reminded that even the slow turtle got on the ark, reminding us that 
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even if we are slow to come to Christ, he will always welcome us and find a place for us.  It was a 
powerful story of God’s love for us and everyone found the drama very meaningful and fun. 

Next Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings For LIFE International Founder and Executive Director, 
shared the history of Wings and other ministry opportunities available to family members and 
returning citizens to the adults/caregivers who attended the party. During this time volunteers helped 
the children make crafts, which consisted of cards for loved ones, cheerio necklaces, WWJD 
bookmarkers, and decorated file folders for the start of school.  An inmate chaplain shared his calling 
to the ministry and how he was ministering to the men in the prison, and next Deputy Warden 
Johnson shared his philosophy in corrections, which was very inspiring as everyone knew he was a man 
who cared and truly wanted the inmates to succeed. 

Next everyone gathered back together as families and groups of 10 where everyone ate and shared 
stories and new memories over pizza, cookies, and punch outside in the garden area.  Then everyone 
quickly cleaned up the food, and soon everyone helped decorate one person in their group in a “new 
school outfit” made out of recycled newspaper, grocery bags, napkins, and ribbons.  Everyone had 
fun and enjoyed creating the new outfit, and the party closed in the traditional “Closing Circle 
Prayer”, which was a huge circle extending around the outdoor area. 

SPECIAL THANKS to all the staff at Santa Fe who were so helpful and caring.  

The photo collages portray the energy, fun, and Christ-filled love that was shared at the party.  

The comments below reflect the positive impact of the Wings Party. Duplicate comments were not 
repeated.  
 

I came to the Wings Party today because: 

1. We wanted to spend time with our brother and uncle. 
2. I wanted to spend quality time with my dad. 
3. Our family has not been together for church activities in a long time. 
4. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
5. I wanted to see some family. 
6. I wanted to huge my uncle, spend time at the party and make cards and other stuff. 
7. I wanted to spend time with my love! 
8. Free pizza, homemade cookies, most of all to be with my brother. 
9. To be with my son. 
10. To be with my brother. 
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11. To have fun with friends. 
12. I was invited by my brother, my brother invited my family, and it was wonderful. 
13. My kids and I wanted to enjoy some family time. 
14. My son asked for us to join him. 
15. My dad invited us. 
16. Give us time with my son. 
17. I want to support my brother as much as I can to prevent him from coming back. 
18. Spend time with my family to interact with others. 
19. Wanted something different and to be around friends and thank the Lord for all he does. 
20. Family, fun, and games. 
21. New experience. 
22. My husband invited me and I know Mrs. Edenfield’s work from the Dept. of Corrections website. 
23. I heard of a special lady who started this ministry, how she had to cope with a husband being 

incarcerated. 
24. To fellowship with my brothers and visit with my family at the same time. 
25. I got to spend time with my mom and sister. 
26. I thought it would be nice to visit with my family and fellowship at the same time with my brothers in 

Christ.  
27. Wanted to share this with my man Richard. 
28. To have fun with my man and to hear about the Word. 
 

The highlights of the party for me were: 

1. Just getting to talk, spending time together, laughing, and enjoying company. 
2. How well everyone interacts with each other and how much God is praised and praised. 
3. Seeing my husband with the children.  
4. Was being able to eat and share activates with my family. 
5. Eating. 
6. Family and pizza. 
7. Eating pizza with my uncle and spending time with him a lot. 
8. Playing games and getting to know others. 
9. The Noah story! 
10. Seeing my son. 
11. The music, food, Noah’s story, and entertainment. 
12. Music, food, and bonding. 
13. Just spending time with my brother, how happy he was to be with us. 
14. Watching my kids smile and play with their dad. 
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15. The singing. 
16. The play.  (Noah and the Ark.) 
17. The story about her husband (Ann Edenfield Sweet’s story) and being pushed away from the 

church. 
18. Being able to see all the inmates have a special time with their families. 
19. All of it and thanks to Rescue Mission ladies as well. 
20. Seeing families together, inmates getting the sense of being home again with their families. 
21. Seeing the joy and smiles on the children’s faces. 
22. The fellowship 
 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Parties/ Family Days because: 

1. It helps ease mind and brings up the spirit and brings you closer. 
2. You get to spend quality time with your loved ones and do a lot of fun activities and praise our 

Lord. 
3. It was a great turn out. 
4. It keeps family together, “A family that prays together stays together”. 
5. It allows families and inmates to bond with each other. 
6. It makes us open our eyes a little wider. 
7. We get to say hi, hello, and spend time with them. 
8. We get to spend more time with our loved ones and get to have close visits with them. 
9. Reunite families. 
10. It gives them encouragement. 
11. It gives us time to be with our loved ones and it’s good for us to hear the Word of God. 
12. It brings positive actions and meet new people. 
13. Very family and God orientated. 
14. I have the opportunity to hold my husband’s hand and I have the opportunity to encourage 

inmates who have no family present. 
15. Thanks a lot to Warden Johnson for making this possible. Inmates will spread this to other 

inmates so they can make it possible to attend. 
16. It brings families closer. 
17. Good for families and kids to come together. 
18. It brings families closer together. The happiness on the kids’ faces were priceless. 
19. It does good. 
20. Great incentives brings positive influence; learn about the Lord. 
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I appreciate Prison Fellowship, Operation Starting Line Collaborator books and 
materials, Guideposts Magazines, pizza, delicious homemade cookies, and want to tell 
all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. I do receive all your emails and I appreciate it. Keeps me informed. Keep up the good work. 
2. Really enjoyed the banquet and spending quality time with my dad. Thanks to God for giving us 

this time and getting us here safely. 
3. Fun! 
4. God Bless. 
5. God be with you. 
6. God bless each and every one of you. 
7. Thank you! 
8. I am so thankful for everything they did for my uncle and us. 
9. God bless you in always. It was a blessing to be here. 
10. For giving us the chance to be with my loved one, and it means a lot to my family. 
11. I am really grateful for this opportunity to spend with this group. Keep up the good work. 
12. I enjoyed the worship but feel less talking would be beneficial so we use the time to spend with our 

loved ones. We had very little time alone with our loved ones. 
13. I would enjoy parties and worship like this day anytime. 
14. For making this possible to be with our loved ones. 
15. Hope to see you next year. 
 

Miles driven one way to attend the party: 

317, 315, 95, 50, 60, 1000, 800, 510, 65 
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