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The 10th Wings Party at the Southeastern Correctional Center was held on 
December 6, 2014, in Lancaster, Ohio.  Special thanks to First Presbyterian 
Church of Lancaster, who for the 10th year provided all the pizza (and many 
of the cookies) for the party, under the capable direction of Jayne Brook.  
Thanks to Prison Fellowship, OSL Collaborators, Sugar Bear Pizza, all the 
cookie bakers, the Rag Tag Worship Team, and all the support from local 
congregations. 

  
There were 120 inmates who invited family members, 8 inmates who sang in the band and helped with the 
sound system, at least 12 inmates who helped with the beautiful decorations and set-up.  Each inmate 
invited 3 family members and there were 75 volunteers who had signed up for the party.  The volunteers 
came from at least 30 different churches and were from all over Ohio, Prison Fellowship’s headquarters in 
Virginia and also Albuquerque, NM. 
 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings For LIFE International’s Executive Director/Founder, Prisoner Fellowship VP 
Susan Rae and PF staff member Kelly Friedlander, and volunteers Jayne Brook, Sandy Foster, and Rae 
Knight, held an inmate orientation/training for all the men who would be attending the party Friday 
evening. The training went well and it was fun to watch the men who were new to Wings start to break out 
of their shell and participate.  
 
About a dozen inmates were decorating the gym. Every year the men at SCC outdo themselves and this 
year was no exception.  Christmas lights were strung starting at a registration table way down the hall 
from the gym.  The scene certainly didn’t look like a prison! In fact the more we walked, the more it looked 
like a winter wonderland. A projector was set up to show a winter scene against a large wall.  The water 
fountain was wrapped in paper and lights and looked like a huge present. The entrance to the gym was 
decorate with a picket fence, topped with snow, a red and white pole stating “North Pole” on it, and 
hundreds of handmade giant snowflakes were strung across the entire gym ceiling which transformed the 
gym into a beautiful Christmas scene.  All the bleachers in the back were decorated to look like giant 
Christmas packages, and it was a festive place, showing all the preparations that were done to prepare 
for our special Christmas party. 
 
On Saturday morning the prison staff were prepared for us and quickly processed the team members into 
the prison.  It’s so much fun to see staff year after year – it’s like greeting old friends.  Hugs were 
exchanged by all the volunteers who have also become friends.  
 
Most of the cookies, craft, and dinner supplies had been delivered to the prison prior to Saturday.  So 
quickly the volunteers went to work preparing the overflowing plates of homemade cookies, paper bags 
filled with dinner supplies and “angel decorating materials”, and the craft team set up the cookie 
decorating areas, prepared the frosting and sprinkles, Christmas ornaments, and card making materials. 
 
As soon as the preparation was completed, Ann Edenfield Sweet held a volunteer training to go over all 
the guidelines for the party.  Family members started being processed into the prison and they too were 
part of the orientation.  After orientation, Ann led the family members and volunteers in mixer games 
where people started to get to know one another, and family relationships were already being 
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strengthened.  Everyone enjoyed talking to one another and discovering favorite Christmas traditions, 
finding out birth cities, and other information about one another. It was a fun, interactive time. 
 
The Chaplain officially opened the party in prayer at noon.  The Rag Tag Worship Team, along with some 
of the inmate choir members, helped lead the joyous Christmas music. The children joined the band and 
were given bells to ring during “Jingle Bells” and some of the fun songs.  “Joy to the World” filled the gym, 
and it truly was a VERY joyous place. We all enjoyed the music so much.   
 
Next the gym was transformed into a Live Nativity.  Mary, Joseph, and “baby Jesus” were chosen and 
dressed in costume.  Next shepherds and “little sheep” (all the younger boys) were outfitted.  The girls and 
their dads were angels.  The “wise people” included those who were clergy in the audience, and we also 
had male and female “wise people”.  One of the two rules at a Wings Party is that “everyone 
participates”, so everyone in the audience became “twinkling stars” and “angels” who sang out Alleluia.   
 
Everyone participated in the Live Nativity, the story of the birth of Jesus.  Although there were a lot of 
smiles and fun, participating in the story as it transformed allowed participants to actually think through 
how it must have been 2,000 years ago.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama. One of the Rag Tag 
members sang “O Holy Night” and everyone was spellbound by his beautiful and powerful rendition of 
this song.  The Chaplain closed this special time and helped us to focus why Jesus’ birth is so important to us 
today. 
 
Next the inmates went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved decorating the cookies, making a special reindeer Christmas ornament, and making cards.  
While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann, and other ministry leaders, had time to share 
about the history of Wings, the Angel Tree Program, special Prison Fellowship programs in the prison, OSL 
collaborations, and Ohio Reentry Director Darryl Graves talked about prison programming and reentry 
initiatives. It was a meaningful and special time for everyone. 
 
Family photographs were taken throughout the party except during the Live Nativity by volunteer Janis 
Smeltzer.  Janis is a former professional photographer who sets up a professional photo backdrop and 
lights in the gym.  Family photos are one of the real lasting highlights of the party, because for once the 
incarcerated loved one is in a photo.  The photos are treasured by both inmates and family members. 
 
Soon the gym was turned into a giant dining room.  A mountain of pizza arrived from Sugar Bear Pizza, 
and circles of 10 people enjoyed the pizza, plenty of delicious homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively 
discussion was held at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Party arrived.  A bag of Christmas paper, ribbon, tinsel, and 
recycled “junk” was used to decorate one “Angel” from each dinner group.  Everyone participated in 
decorating their special “Angel”, and soon the gym was filled with gorgeous “Angels” with wings and halos 
of all sizes. Great fun was had by all and everyone participated in the final “Alleluia” cheer. 
 
The party closed with everyone holding hands in two large circles around the gym.  Deputy Warden Smith 
surprised Wings with a $500 check, which was gift from inmates and staff at SCC.  It truly represented the 
“Widow’s mite” and Ann was very grateful for their generosity. The Chaplain asked everyone to bow in 
prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every one of us. It was a 
special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   
 
As everyone left the party, the children picked out teddy bears made especially for them by one inmate. 
He had worked all year making them, and said that he didn’t have any children, but it warmed his heart to 
see the joy on the children’s faces when they picked out a teddy bear, and when the men thanked him 
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throughout the year for the comfort the teddy bears had given their children.  Church flyers, Guideposts 
magazines, books and materials from Operation Starting Line collaborators materials were also 
distributed to everyone. Christmas had come early to SCC and all participants at the 10th Wings Christmas 
Party. 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the party 
was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
Special THANKS to volunteer Rae Knight who typed up all these comments!   
 
I came to the Wings Party today because: 
1. I wanted to spend time with my daddy. 
2. Son invited us. 
3. I wanted to see my dad. 
4. As a volunteer I receive much more than I give. 
5. I love my wife and son and enjoy the opportunity to be with them. 
6. I wanted to enjoy the holidays with my family. 
7. I wanted to spend time with my family and so my son could see his daddy. 
8. I wanted to spend Christmas with my dad. 
9. My daughter wanted to spend Christmas with her dad. 
10. I heard it was lots of fun. 
11. I came to visit my dad because I won’t be able to see him on his birthday on the 15th. 
12. I wanted to celebrate the holiday with my husband. 
13. I love to spend time with my grandson. 
14. My son is an inmate and I wanted to learn more about his friends. 
15. To see and spend time with my step-dad. 
16. Celebrate Christmas with my uncle. 
17. Ragtag – music. 
18. I fully support prison ministry programs. 
19. I like what it teaches. 
 
The highlights of the party for me were: 
1. Watching everybody with each other. 
2. Being able to decorate cookies. 
3. Seeing my dad and eating food. 
4. I love to see the children so happy and to hug their fathers. 
5. Playing games with my son and enjoying conversation with my wife. 
6. Spending time with my family & interacting with the Wings volunteers. 
7. Watching my fiancé interacting with our son. 
8. Making reindeers. 
9. The play. 
10. The singing and the Mary & Joseph story. 
11. Making cards. 
12. Seeing families reconnect. 
13. The program with the little kids. Time with my grandson. Meeting new people. 
14. Singing, cards and crafts. 
15. Meeting new people. 
16. All the people who served were so happy. 
17. Seeing my husband and daughter singing together. 
18. Being able to have fun with my mom & grandma. 
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19. Dinner. 
20. Celebrating Jesus. 
21. Being a star in the story and praying together. 
22. Spending quality time with my family. 
23. Ann’s testimony was amazing! 
24. Seeing my husband smile! 
25. Bible story enacted. Watching families reunited. 
26. Fellowship. 
27. The play, the music, and the Wings official’s testimony & message. 
28. Visit my dad on stage. 
29. When we dressed up as angels. 
30. The solo song the one guy sang while all the angels and shepherds were gathered on stage. 

 
Correction officials should continue to allow Wings Parties in prison 
because: 

1. I’m 7 years old and this is my favorite. 
2. All the love & God bless. 
3. It allows inmates to spend more time with their families. 
4. I hear a lot of “I love you”. That is great to hear in prison. 
5. It boosts morale and shows humane treatment. 
6. Spiritual growth. 
7. It helps keep families connected. 
8. It gives us the opportunity to feel human. 
9. It’s a nice change from the regular visiting room & my son enjoys getting the gifts “from his daddy”. 
10. It allows people to meet others. 
11. It helps the family as a whole. 
12. You can spend time with other inmates and their families. 
13. They are a lot of fun. 
14. It lets families share themselves with God and each other. 
15. They are so positive. Wonderful to meet other people with family in prison. 
16. For inmates, we don’t have many good days and this is a huge exception. 
17. The time we get with our family revitalizes our spirits. 
18. It keeps the morale of the inmates up as well as something to look forward to. 
19. Watching inmates love on their kids. 
20. It builds family bonds, encourages inmates to celebrate the season, and treats each person as a child 

of God. 
21. It blesses families and changes lives. 
22. It allows the residents to spend time with their loved ones and forget for a few minutes where they are. 
23. It helps inmates be a better & happier person. 
24. It provides a healthy environment for families to get closer. 
25. It will help reduce recidivism.  
 
I would like to thank Prison Fellowship, Guideposts Magazine, First 
Presbyterian Church of Lancaster, OSL Collaborators, Biblica, Sugar Bear 
Pizza, all the cookie bakers, sponsoring churches, and other sponsors by 
saying: 
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1. Thank you and keep doing this every year. 
2. Please keep up the good work. 
3. Thank you for our support of us, you help make a difference. 
4. For giving our kids a nice place to interact as a family. 
5. You guys were awesome!!! Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
6. Thanks for having the party and should have more often because they are a lot of fun. 
7. Thank you for all you do for the family of prisoners. I know they are so thankful to be with their loved 

ones at Christmas. 
8. Words can’t express my gratitude. 
9. Keep up the great work. 
10. It was priceless. 
11. Thank you for taking time out of your busy lives to make this happen. 
12. This was an amazing event and so much planning and dedication was given to make it a special time 

for families. The family photos were a great gift. 
13. Thank you so much to even think about the prisoners when the rest of the world forgot about them. 
14. Thank you for what you do for us. It’s the only few hours a year I feel normal. 
15. This time with my child means more than you could possibly understand. Thank you. 
16. Thank you so much for letting me come. 
17. Thanks for caring and recognizing inmates are people too, who need love and support. We can be 

better people if we have family in our lives in prison.  
18. I learned a great deal today. Thank you for allowing me to be here. 
 
Extra Comments:  
Thanks for coming back to Lancaster so many times.  You are certainly working for God each day.  You 
are 99%, and none of us are 100%.  Only suggestion is to make certain that all men and their families 
hear the great presentation you made for us, who were with you.  I'm sure those who were on the other 
side of the gym would certainly be blessed to also hear you.  Thanks again for coming to Lancaster.  This 
day with you is better each year, because of you. G. S. 
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