Transforming lives to break the generational cycle of incarceration.

3rd Wings Family Day
New Mexico Men’s Recovery Academy
June 27, 2015
The 3rd Wings Family Day was held at the NM Men’s Recovery Academy on Saturday,
June 27, 2015. There were 160 inmates and family members who signed up to attend the

Family Day, along with 7 volunteers from 7 different congregations from the greater
Albuquerque area including Miss New Mexico, Christy Waite, who joined us and
volunteered for the Family Day too.

The MRA has a large covered area where the Family Day was held so everything was held
outside. It was a comfortable day with a good breeze so the 90+ temperature in the shade
wasn’t too hot. Prior to the start of the party Wings Founder Ann Edenfield Sweet led
mixer games as family members arrived where everyone got to learn new things about one
another.
Ann opened the party in prayer. We started singing with the traditional “Praise Ye the

Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. The men and children helped lead motions and
everyone enjoyed the singing.
The Bible story was The Prodigal Son, as we were celebrating FATHER’S Day. The
father, the older son, and younger son were outfitted in lovely costumes. “Wild women”,
children as “pigs”, and “card dealers” were also dressed in costume. The audience was

divided with half supporting the younger son – “Hi Dad”, and the other half supported the

older son – “What about me?????” Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the
laughter and fun, Ann reflected about the story. She minded us that our Father will always

come running to us, and always welcome us home, no matter how far we have strayed. It was a

very meaningful Bible drama.

Next the family members heard Ann share the history of the Wings. The Miss New Mexico,
Christy Waite, shared some of her story of being the child of a father who overdosed on

heroin, a victim of abuse and ending up homeless with her adoptive mom, and turning all of that
tragedy into a calling. Gary Pennington, a Wings Board Member and returning citizen,
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encouraged and inspired the family members to continue to love their family member and to be
there for them during these difficult times.

During this time the women and their children made crafts, which consisted of cards and
bookmarkers for loved ones, butterflies, and cheerio and pretzel necklaces. It was fun seeing
everyone wearing the cheerio/fruit loop necklaces.

Everyone enjoyed conversation over pizza, cookies, and punch. We were very fortunate that
there was no rain while we ate. Once everyone finished eating everyone enjoyed decorating
the mom with the most number of children in their group in a new “Mother’s Day Outfit.”
Everyone laughed at the creative “outfits” everyone was wearing.

The party ended in a huge circle prayer with everyone holding hands and being reminded
that we are all God’s children and Jesus died for each one of us.
The photo collages portray the energy, fun, and Christ-filled love that was shared by

everyone at the party. We were blessed to have very little rain, in spite of the heavy rainfall
that was experienced in other parts of Albuquerque.
The comments below reflect the positive impact of the Wings Family Day. Duplicate
comments were not repeated.

I came to the Wings Family Day today because:

1. To experience how inspirational it is and learn more about who they are.
2. I was curious to what it had to offer me..

3. I’m trying to bring my kids to see their dad as much as possible.
4. To spend time with my grandson.

5. To visit with friends and get to know people better.
6. To see what it was about. To see the program and to see my grandson.
7. To visit with friends and get to know people better.
8. Visit my grandson.

9. To see what the program is about and to see my grandson.

10. I wanted to praise God and be around a Christian group of people.
11. My wife and I were invited by a prisoner friend.
12. I miss my grandma.

13. For my grandson to be in a positive environment with mom. Love and worship God.
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14. I Love spending time with my family.

15. I wanted to get closer to my family and God.
16. I came straight out of prison and it’s nice to be with family and friends. It helps my recovery.
17. To learn about Wings.

18. To spend time with my brother.
19. Quality time with family.

20. I have met Gary before, and Ann – God sent people.

21. I liked the meeting when I first met Gary.

22. It seemed like an interesting event.

23. I was curious.

24. My son is here and is going to be a father.
25. To visit my fiancé.

26. I was asked to come.

27. It was a first experience.
28. I wanted to have fun.

29. To see what it was about.
30. I missed my father.

31. I needed the Lord.

The highlights of the day for me were:

1. Every occasion that happened was an amazing feeling and great experience.
2. The play from the Bible.
3. Pizza and laughs.

4. Seeing my kids and their father doing crafts.

5. Stories told by Miss NM and others.
6. The skits.

7. Hearing the testimony.

8. Praising God and sharing stories.
9. Singing, eating with everyone and Bible stories.

10. Good way to learn or see a positive outlook for inmates as well as to see their families.
11. We all got in our costumes and did our skits of the Bible. (The Prodigal Son.)

12. The music and interaction.
13. Making my necklace.
14. Mini fashion show.
15. The music.

16. Arts and crafts.
17. Seeing my family and doing the activities.
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18. Spending time with my Burra.
19. Very nice.

20. Seeing everybody interacting with their families.
21. Quality time with my brother.
22. Bible stories.

23. The play, and the smile on the children.
24. Making bookmarks and things with the kids.
25. Cheering on everyone participating.
26. Everything.

27. The play and seeing everyone smile and having fun.
28. Listen to others that shared their stories.
29. Positivity and smiles.

30. Just being here not only for my son but for the whole family.
31. You brought my spirits up.

32. Getting to talk with my brother.

33. Dressing up, pizza, and visit with my fiancé and my mom.
34. Volunteering.

35. Singing songs from the Bible.
36. The inspirational speaking.

37. Spending time with my father.

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because:
1. It makes visits enjoyable.

2. It is inspiring, religiously well done, and an encouragement to who attended.

3. It helps us break out of our shells and enjoy like.
4. It helps people who think they can’t do nothing.
5. It is a positive environment.

6. I think it will help families to adapt.
7. Fun to interact with everyone.
8. To help others find Christ.

9. It is important to keep our families together and keep them from prison again.
10. Uplifts clients and makes them feel good. Enjoy time with family.
11. It helps both the patient and family

12. Good way to learn or see a positive outlook for the inmate as well as to see their families

13. They help people come together and praise our Lord.
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14. It gives outsiders like myself a chance to see and interact with prison life… to see that they are real
people.

15. Because they are good.

16. It helps love one bond with their families.
17. It bring comfort to families
18. It’s nice to be in recovery

19. To reach people that are lost and need God in their lives.

20. It puts everyone in a happier state of mind getting to see and interact with families
21. Good Spiritual growth and family growth

22. It is a great program, very family orientated!! Love the fellowship.
23. Its positive

24. It allows us to have a positive environment

25. It brings families together and gives us hope for a better future.
26. Inmates need their families.

27. They get to see their families.
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