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COMMENTS  
13th Wings Party/Family Day – The Farm 

Central NM Correctional Facility 
                        September 20, 2014 
 
The 13th Wings Party at Central New Mexico Correctional Facility “The Farm”, was held 
on September 20, 2014.  There were 58 inmates, 83 adults, and 38 children who had signed 
up for the party. There were 10 volunteers representing at least 8 different churches from 
Albuquerque, Rio Rancho, and Moriarty. 
  
The party at “The Farm” is always very special and unique as it is held outside.  We had a 
gorgeous New Mexico day, in the low 80’s and a slight breeze, so it was a perfect day for an 
outdoor party.  Huge trees surround the open area, so all activities were able to be held in 
the shade of the cottonwood trees and the new covered patio area. Family members arrived 
early so mixer games were played with early arrivals.  Balloons were bounced high in the air 
off tarps.  The children did a “Balloon Pop”, and people started to get to know one another. 
Family relationships were already being strengthened. 
 
We opened the party in prayer. Next music filled the air.  The inmate praise band taught us 
all a song.  Next they helped lead “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and sat 
down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s the 
Friend Next To You”, got everyone in the mood to have a great time and realize that this 
was a party and that everyone was going to have a great time.  All the songs were fun, 
uplifting, and meaningful.  Percussion instruments were distributed to everyone and the 
children were invited to come up and join the leaders in music.  We all enjoyed the music so 
much, and the inmate praise band was fabulous! Navajo singers closed with “Jesus Loves 
Me” in Navajo while everyone else hummed and did sign language. 
   
The Bible story was the story of Noah and the ark.  The inmates were the ark.  Noah, his 
wife, and his three sons and daughter-in-laws were chosen and were outfitted in costumes.  
The children picked out their favorite stuffed animals, two were chosen as the turtles, and 
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others picked out colorful outfits to be the rainbow. Everyone else played the wind and the 
waves. Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, we 
reflected about how we fit into the story.  The turtles had been VERY slow and almost 
missed the boat, but of course everyone was reminded that God always will wait, even for the 
slowest turtles, and God will also provide a rainbow for us as a reminder of his promise of love 
for each of us. It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  
 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, the Wings Founder and Executive Director, tied the Bible story 
into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that Wings For LIFE 
International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and returning 
citizens. Warden Stewart greeted everyone, and shared about all the programs in the prison 
that are available to help the inmates with education, job skills, and reentry. Chaplain Kevin 
Opatz told the family members about the religious programming available in the prison.  
 
During this time the men were busy making cards with their children and grandchildren.  They 
also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces, and butterflies out of old newspaper.  The newspaper 
is trash and basically worthless.  Often inmates and families feel this way.  But once the 
newspaper gets decorated, folded like an accordion, and two pieces are connected, suddenly 
a beautiful butterfly is created and made into a new creation, just like God can do with us.  
It’s a fun, yet powerful image, for the children and dads to create together.  It’s wonderful to 
see how creative everyone is and to see the beautiful things that are made for loved ones too. 
 
Dinner was pizza, cookies, and Crystal Light Lemonade.  Cookie bakers in Albuquerque 
baked 80 dozen delicious homemade cookies that everyone enjoyed thoroughly. Lively 
discussion was held at each table, and everyone enjoyed getting to know one another.   
 
Then the after-dinner game time, which is usually the favorite time of each Wings 
Party/Family Day arrived, and everyone was soon hanging spoons on their noses. People 
waved, prayed, circled, danced, and even hokey-pokied, and still they had spoons on their 
noses.  Finally a race to the finish determined the winners.  Everyone was proud of their 
“spoon handing ability” and the winners went home with plaques to commemorate their skills. 
  
The party closed with everyone holding hands in a circle, bowing in prayer, and being 
reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  Many of the inmates and families 
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had attended Wings Parties in other facilities and were so happy to be able to attend this 
party as well. 
   
As everyone left the party flyers, Guideposts magazines, books from 1687 Foundation, and 
Operation Starting Line collaborators materials were distributed to everyone.  
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful 
the party was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
I came to the Wings Party today because: 

1. To see my son and thank God and all involved. 
2. Time with family is priceless. 
3. I want to be involved in the ministry in any way possible. 
4. I got to spend time with my girlfriend. 
5. I got to spend time with my love. 
6. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
7. Family. 
8. To support my son. 
9. I wanted to see my mom. 

10. To have fellowship with my brother. 
11. To support our loved one. 
12. To spend time with my son in a relaxed place, meeting other inmates and their families. It is 

important to have the support. 
13. The Holy Spirt led me. 
14. To visit and see what Wings was all about. 
15. To be with friends and family. 
16. To have a good time with family and friends and to eat pizza. 
17. Wanted to see family and praise Jesus. 
18. Because of my family and to support Wings. 
19. Faith. 
20. So I can visit my dad. 
21. I wanted to visit my uncle. 
22. I wanted to see what it was. 
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23. My son is here. Support for my beautiful son. 
24. I wanted to see my grandfather. 
25. See my son and rejoice in fellowship in Christ. 
26. See my brother. 
27. I was invited by a friend. 
28. I wanted to enjoy the service with other people’s family. 
29. It was a way to see my family and eat pizza. 
30. My son who is incarcerated invited me. I attended one in the past and it was great. 
31. Son invited us. I was at a previous Wings event in Springer. 
32. Steve. 
33. It was something new to do that included family. 
34. I wanted to enjoy the day with family and friends. 
35. A get together with my son involving God and other inmates. I feel like one family. 
36. To spend time with my family in a Christian setting. 
37. My husband is here. DWI. 
38. I wanted to support my brother on his path with Christ and toward a successful future. 
39. God is the way. 
40. To help out. 
41. I wanted to participate. 
42. I am visiting my dad and friends. 
43. My grandson invited us and I had been to one and they are fun. 
44. I love God, family, and seeing kids happy. 
45. My brother invited me. 
46. Spend time with my grandpa. 
47. Spend extra time with my dad. 
48. I got to see my kids and loved ones. 
49. I wanted to switch it up. 
50. My son Orlando and support. 
51. Support of our sons. 
52. I love my dad. 
53. Enjoy my Saturday. 

 

The highlights of the party for me were: 
1. Seeing my son and spending time with him and grandson. 

http://www.wingsforlifeinternational.org/


Transforming lives to break the generational cycle of incarceration. 
 

Wings For LIFE International        www.WingsForLIFEInternational.org 
2270 D Wyoming Blvd NE #130 

Albuquerque, NM 87112      
505.291.6412      

 

2. Praise and worship. 
3. To be able to meet family members of other brothers involved in the prison ministry and 

worship. 
4. Being Noah. 
5. When my boyfriend and I played Noah and wife. 
6. The activities. 
7. Music and crafts. 
8. Seeing Jimmy. 
9. Seeing my mom. 

10. Justin and Ted playing. 
11. Spending time praying together and the pizza. 
12. The play of Noah’s Ark, the singing, and family mingling. 
13. The love of everyone. 
14. Being with my son in a social settings and visiting. 
15. The children had a great time. 
16. Caring for others that are important. 
17. The act of Noah’s Ark. 
18. Stories for the kids, pizza, and music. 
19. Seeing the look on peoples’ faces when they brought in the pizza. 
20. It was a great time and great to see all the family here. 
21. Everything. 
22. The play.  (Noah and the Ark)  
23. To see my daughter make crafts with her uncle. 
24. I liked everything. 
25. When we sang together and played. 
26. Interacting with other people. 
27. To see people coming together. 
28. Friends and family. 
29. Group sharing. 
30. Encourage one another as savants of Jehovah. 
31. Family reunion and family tested words. 
32. Sitting around eating. 
33. Everything that was going on. 
34. The getting together with other families and their small children. 
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35. Sharing how important family and being involved with God and learning how to start our 
lives over in the community. 

36. To hear Ann’s story! To visit and eat. 
37. The music and family style meal. 
38. Just to be able to see my daughter. 
39. Visit my son and grandbaby. 
40. The guys rapping. 
41. Arts and crafts. 
42. The family activities. 
43. Being with our loved ones and most all non-prison atmosphere. 
44. Being with family and having fun. 
45. Songs, play, and food. 
46. Eating with my family. 
47. Prayers and music. 
48. The fellowship that Wings bring to the prison. 
49. We got to do a play.  
50. Seeing the children perform and learning some more about the Lord. 

 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Parties/Family Days because: 
1. This is the most important thing for rehab that you’ll can do. Thank You! Thank You! 
2. It opens up an opportunity to fellowship with family. 
3. To be able to meet family members of other brothers involved in the prison ministry and 

worship. 
4. It’s fun for the family. 
5. They are good for the inmates and family. 
6. They are great for families. 
7. It brings fellowship. 
8. Family is best. These people need to support their loved ones and know they have that 

support. 
9. It’s good for families to get together. 
10. It’s a good family engagement activity. 
11. It is important for families. 
12. It boosts morale and gives inmates something to look forward to and a reason to stay out 

of trouble so they can attend. 
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13. Wings Parties are very inspirational to all that come. 
14. It brings people together, showing people to care about others beside just their own. 
15. It brings family together. Also we talk about the bible. 
16. Important for us inmates to get a change of environment with family. 
17. It gives us more time with our families. 
18. Builds up caring to know that someone loves us. 
19. Good thing. 
20. It is fun for families. 
21. It helps the inmate grow close with family and friends. 
22. It gives a chance for our younger kids to interact. 
23. It’s good to see our families and the good work. 
24. It gives some family members time to enjoy their time with their family and spend good 

times. 
25. They are good for family fun. 
26. They are good for families to interact. 
27. Helps inmates rejoice. 
28. It boosts moral and spirits for good. 
29. Family, friends and everyone. 
30. Precious time in the Lord. 
31. Positive influence on family and inmates spiritually and nonjudgmental atmosphere. 
32. It brings hope for the future. 
33. Great to spend time with family. 
34. Family is the most important thing in the world. 
35. In mates will benefit a lot from this get together and be closer to family. 
36. I feel it is a very healthy thing for inmates and their families to help them before they go 

home. 
37. It’s important for all to admit we make mistakes and can correct our ways. 
38. It gives families perspective on the future and the opportunity to bond with others going 

through similar experiences. 
39. It helps bring family together and helps people lean about the man above. 
40. It’s a fun time for both the inmate and their families. 
41. It does nothing but help and help in so many ways. 
42. It gives the inmates and their family a chance to visit in a more “free” environment than 

normal.  
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43. This is the first for some in a long while to connect on this level with their family. 
44. It is part of a church thing and it brings everybody together. 
45. It brings hope to us inmates seeing our kids and family. 
46. It helps the inmates realize there’s more to life with Jesus in your heart. 
47. Because it reminds prisoners what they are missing out there with family. 
48. Because they are fun!  
49. Brings families and God together. 
50. They provide a sense of community with the Lord. 
51. It’s a good way to visit with family. 
 
I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, gifts, and books, 1687 Foundation 
Books, OSL Collaborator gifts, Prison Fellowship, delicious donated 
homemade cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. God bless you all and thank you very much. 
2. I appreciate them doing this. 
3. It was wonderful. 
4. It helps support family and keeps us united. 
5. It was a great gathering. 
6. Very much appreciated to share with others like Jesus did at his last supper. Let’s call 

this the first supper – not the last. 
7. God bless it means so much. 
8. God bless you and come back. 
9. May God bless you all and your families and I had a great time and looking forward to 

seeing you all again. 
10. Love is here from me to you. 
11. Keep up the good work. 
12. You should do this again. I really enjoyed it. 
13. Job well done. 
14. May God praise you for all you do. 
15. Thank You! 
16. It is greatly appreciated. We never get to share food with our inmate son. 
17. Keep up the good work. 
18. You are awesome for doing his. 
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19. Keep doing what you are doing. We need people like you making the world a better 
place.  

20. Continue to support all prisons and prisoners with their family. 
21. People need the fellowship. 
 
Miles driven one way to attend the party: 
80, 35,120, 20, 22, 30, 4hr, 80, 65, 27,110, 90, 150, 15, 45, 55 
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