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COMMENTS  
1th Wings Party/Family Day  

Lea County Correctional Facility 
Hobbs, NM 

                     October 4, 2014 
 
The 1st Wings Party/Family Day at Lea County Correctional Facility was held on October 4, 
2014.  There were 35 inmates, 59 adults, and 31 children who had signed up for the party. 
There were 38 volunteers representing at least 31 different churches from Albuquerque, 
Lovington, Hobbs, Aztec, Alamogordo, Clovis, Artesia, Roswell, Thoreau, Beaumont, CA, 
Seminole, TX, and Leveland,TX.  
 
Earlier in the day the 1st Southeast Recidivism Reduction Summit was held in Hobbs, and then 
most of the participants became volunteers for the Wings Party. Family members arrived early 
so mixer games were played with early arrivals.  Balloons were bounced high in the air off 
tarps.  The children did a “Balloon Pop”, and people started to get to know one another. Family 
relationships were already being strengthened and the party had not even officially started yet. 
 
A Wings Party/Family Day is based on what the early disciples did in Acts 2:42.  And today 
Wings volunteers continue to sing, share Bible stories, play together, and eat together.  
Relationships are built and strengthened, and Christ’s love is shared.  Caring Christians come 
together as the Body of Christ and reach out to the “least of these”.  
 
Chaplain Wayne Brazil opened the party in prayer. Next music filled the air.  There were two 
inmate bands who helped lead the music.  We started with the traditional “Praise Ye the Lord”.  
Each side stood up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and 
Jesus is a Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, got everyone in the mood to have a great time 
and realize that this was a party and that everyone was going to have a great time.  All the 
songs were fun, uplifting, and meaningful.  The men led the singing with some of their favorite 
songs, and everyone enjoyed the music so much.  Both of the inmate praise bands were 
fabulous! 
   
The Bible story was the story of Jesus calming the storm.   At a Wings Party there are only two 
rules:  Everyone participates and everyone is treated as a child of God.  Therefore some 
disciples were chosen, the inmate chaplain was Jesus, children and parents sat in the front row 
and became the boat, and everyone else were the wind and the waves.  Jesus and the disciples 
get into the boat.  Jesus falls asleep on the pillow.  Suddenly a huge storm arises with wind, 
thunder, and crashing waves.  The frightened disciples wake up Jesus, and he stands up and calls 
out, “Be still!”  
 
The inmate chaplain Jesus did an excellent job of helping all of us see that only Jesus can truly 
calm us.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama.   
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Ann Edenfield Sweet, the Wings Founder and Executive Director, tied the Bible story into her 
personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that Wings For LIFE International is 
designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and returning citizens.  
 
Warden Jeff Wrigley greeted everyone, and shared about all the programs in the prison that 
are available to help the inmates with education, job skills, reentry, and religious services. Acting 
Religious Services Director and Chaplain Calvin Robinson also talked to the families.  
 
During this time the men were busy making cards with their children and grandchildren.  They 
also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces, and butterflies out of old newspaper.  The newspaper is 
trash and basically worthless.  Often inmates and families feel this way.  But once the 
newspaper gets decorated, folded like an accordion, and two pieces are connected, suddenly a 
beautiful butterfly is created and made into a new creation, just like God can do with us.  It’s a 
fun, yet powerful image for the children and dads to create together.  It’s wonderful to see how 
creative everyone is and to see the beautiful things that are made for loved ones too. 
 
Dinner was pizza, cookies, and Crystal Light Lemonade.  Cookie bakers who usually bake 
cookies for the Kairos Ministry baked 60 dozen delicious homemade cookies that everyone 
enjoyed thoroughly. Lively discussion was held at each table, and everyone enjoyed getting to 
know one another.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Party arrived, and each dinner group was given a bag of 
“junk” to create one person into a fall scarecrow.  It was hilarious seeing all the variety of 
scarecrows that were created out of newspaper, grocery bags, and old paper. 
 
The party closed with everyone holding hands in a circle, bowing in prayer, and being reminded 
that Christ died for each and every one of us.  Many of the inmates and families had attended 
Wings Parties in other facilities and were so happy to be able to attend this party as well. 
   
As everyone left the party flyers, Guideposts magazines, books from 1687 Foundation, and 
Operation Starting Line collaborators materials were distributed to everyone.  
 
The comments from the inmates, their family members, staff, and volunteers reflect how special 
and powerful the Wings Party/Family Day was. Duplicate comments were not repeated. 
  
I came to the Wings Party today because: 
1. The fellowship, praise and worship. Meeting other families who are in the same situation. 
2. I came to play music to the Lord. 
3. I’m part of the praise and worship team. 
4. Band, visit, family, fellowship. 
5. My family was supposed to be here. 
6. My dad is an inmate. 
7. My dad is in the church band. 
8. Spend time with the Lord and my family. 
9. To spend a wonderful day with my father-in-law in worship. 
10. My son is here, and I was invited. 
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11. The joy in all the inmates’ eyes. Spending the day with my dad. 
12. Enjoy praise with my son. 
13. Spending time with family. 
14. I have attended Wings Parties at other facilities and enjoyed them. 
15. My Uncle. 
16. To share the Word with inmates. 
17. Spend time with my son. 
18. To see my grandpa. 
19. See my husband. 
20. I got to see my wife. 
21. Playing in the band, inmate invited me, to connect with my father and God, see my nephew, 

and fellowship. 
22. To visit.  
23. I was invited by a friend. 
24. Visit my brother. 
25. My wonderful brother. 
26. To eat, hear God’s Word, and see my family. 
27. To see my grandson. 
28. To be with my son, my mom, (his daughter), and other son all together. 
29. My brother Miguel Silva. 
30. I wanted to spend time with my son. 
31. My mom took me. 
32. My brother invited me. He was all excited as I to get to spend time with him. 
33. I was with my family and a good time eating. 
34. I wanted to have some special time with my son and all the boys at CCF. 
35. My father wanted us to spend time with him. 
36. My dad invited my family. 
37. Find out what it is. 
38. I wanted to spend some quality time with my mom. 
39. To see their activities and that was great. God may bless you all. 
40. I heard about the great opportunity for residents to have a party with family members. 
41. To help. 
42. To interact with my son on all basis be supportive and provide encouragement and praise 

for his accomplishments. 
43. I wanted to share praising God with my family. 
44. I wanted the opportunity to share a special day with my family. 
45. To spend loving quality time with my son. 
46. I miss and love my son so much! I pray every day for him. 
47. To spend time (party) with my son in a Godly environment. 
48. Of my God. (child) 
49. I got to spend time with my son and wife and have more personal time with them. 
50. My fiancé and what this program was about. Thanks to the Chaplain.  
 
The highlights of the party for me were: 
1. Praise and worship together as family. 
2. The Word of the Lord. 
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3. The love that was shared. 
4. Band, speakers, games, skit, and food. 
5. The play. (Jesus calming the storm – Be still!) 
6. Seeing the joy and happiness the music brought. 
7. Being able to see my granddaughter and play with her. 
8. Everything well organized. 
9. The songs and the story. 
10. The joy in all the inmates’ eyes, Spending the day with my dad. 
11. All the laughter. 
12. Interacting with my son. 
13. Worshiping with my family. 
14. Doing arts and crafts with him. (child) 
15. Seeing how good my former associate’s inmates are doing. 
16. Feeling the Spirit of the Lord and the Holly Ghost. 
17. Singing and being with my family. 
18. I got to see my grandpa.  
19. Worship with my family. 
20. Worshipping the Lord with my wife holding hands standing together. 
21. Skit, worship, meeting people with my dad. 
22. Songs 
23. Sing, dancing, interacting with all the family. 
24. Being with my brother. 
25. Praising the Lord, being with my brother. 
26. To seeing family and to sing songs of Praise to God. 
27. Being able to connect with Jesus after a quadruple by-pass. 
28. Eating together as family. 
29. Life stories. 
30. Testimony. 
31. The bible story and eating. 
32. Watching the kids do crafts with their dads. 
33. Being able to play with my kids. 
34. Getting to spend time with my brother and watch him enjoy praise and worship. He has 

really changed and has the Lord whole heartily. 
35. Seeing the families really be together. 
36. My Mother’s hugs. 
37. Being able to sit next to my parents who I miss so much. Being able to share a meal and 

share in praising God next to my loved ones. 
38. Bible study, games, prayer, and eating as a family. 
39. Making the cards and necklace. 
40. Having contact with my wife and son. 
41. The story from Ann and the new Chaplain. 
 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Parties/Family Days 
because: 
1. It brings unity with families and inmates. 
2. Keeps people in peace. 
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3. To get families together. 
4. Bonding with family fellowship. 
5. They are so much fun. 
6. It Joins and unites inmates and family, and brings a strong loving and peaceful environment. 
7. It a positive thing for everyone. 
8. It’s constructive and a positive thing for our families to have. 
9. They really put a good party together and is a very special way to reunite families after 

incarceration. 
10. It’s time for family bonding. 
11. It a great time full of love and praise, also to be able to have this wonderful family time. 
12. It’s amazing seeing how happy inmates are. 
13. Uplifting and encouraging for family. 
14. It is good to build and strengthen relationship with families. 
15. They brought pizza. 
16. It’s an amazing chance to spend the time and remembering free times. 
17. It brings serenity to their souls. 
18. It opens the family to a new experience. 
19. Helps bonding. 
20. Because it brings healing to the families and raises morale. 
21. They’re awesome!  
22. It brings people closer together and help them relate. 
23. It’s a more positive environment. 
24. Family means everything and they need to have family around. 
25. It helps families better understand what is going on in here and to have fellowship together 

to share the Word of God.  
26. It promotes fellowship and worship with Jesus. All things are possible.  
27. Brings the family together and the children of the family together. 
28. It gives prisoners time to think about other issues than their sentence. 
29. It’s inspiring. 
30. For the family food. 
31. It gives the families an opportunity to have fun. 
32. It strengths the family bond while also praying. 
33. It creates good feelings. 
34. It’s beautiful and we interact more with kids and family. 
35. This was a very positive interaction, very well put together and everyone was very warm 

and kind. 
36. Encourages prisoners to come closer as family and stay out of trouble. 
37. It talks about how to keeping your family. 
38. It’s an awesome time to spend with family. 
39. People are happy. 
40. They benefit everyone and will boost the whole prison morale. 
41. Very much so families taking this journey need and many positive elements that with the 

Lord’s blessings and your personal commitment any change can be accomplished and lead to 
healthy positive lives. 

42. It is probably one of the best experiences I’ve had with my son. Destiney wants this to go 
on please!!! 
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43. Very beneficial to everyone involved. It is great way to bring families together. 
44. It is good for bonding and it is fun. 
45. It gives families time to spend together and time with God. 
46. Cause it mean everything for the inmate and our family. 

 
I appreciate the support from Prison Fellowship, Guideposts 
magazines, 1687 Foundation books, gifts and books from the Operation 
Fellowship collaborators, delicious donated homemade cookies, and 
want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. Thank you very much the pizza was great. God Bless. 
2. It’s good to read a good book and taste good food. 
3. To continue to share the love. A lot of us prisoners need a jump and skip. 
4. I pray God continues to supply seed to the sower. 
5. God Bless!! 
6. Keep doing what you do best. 
7. Please do come again. Your hospitality and friendliness was outstanding and I really enjoyed 

the whole thing. 
8. This was an awesome time to have with my father-in-law. 
9. You will be as blessed as you bless! 
10. I love you all for sharing the love of God. 
11. Much appreciated. 
12. I hope you keep doing it.  
13. Bless you all and please do it more! 
14. The food is so good. Thank you so much.  I am so blessed. 
15. Loved this party. 
16. May God richly bless your hearts! 
17. I am grateful and blessed to participate. 
18. You are doing a wonderful job. Keep up the good work. 
19. To keep the religious information coming.  We all need to know about God and His Son. 
20. Thank you for caring!!! 
21. Please keep doing this. 
22. This was a very positive interaction, very well put together, and everyone was very warm 

and kind. 
23. May God continue to bless this ministry. 
24. Tell them how wonderful this party was. 
25. May the good Lord bless them and give them the strength to continue with their mission. 
26. God bless you for your work and efforts at helping to heal families. You don’t know how 

good this helps to heal the wounds from being away. 
27. God bless you and your families. This day really means the world for me and my family. 
28. That you are awesome and can’t wait for the next. 
29. You are awesome Thank you Jesus 
  
Miles driven one way to attend the party: 
1140; 367; 160; 90; 70; 240; 5hr; 89; 130; 20; 115; 18; 16; 650; 321; 85; 317; 30; 500; 300; 350; 
345; 100; 440 
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Facebook:   
I just want to say THANK YOU!!! My family had a Wonderful time. We haven't been able to worship 
together as a family for over 5 years and laugh together as though we were at home again. I forgot 
where we were if only for 3 hours. I have to say this has been the best visit I have had since my 
husband has been incarcerated. I am looking forward to the next one. God bless you Wings volunteers. 
VC 
 
Letter from an inmate:  I am CB and I want to say thank you for being invited to the Wings Party 
in Hobbs.  I enjoyed like never before.  I enjoyed the participation on discipleship.  I was the one with 
the sheet of rolled paper in my mouth sideways like a puro cigar and big sack on my head.  God bless 
Wings!   
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