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Wings Easter Party – Camp David of the Ozarks 
Rolla, MO 
April 5, 2014 
 
 
Wings For LIFE International hosted its 1st Wings Party at Camp David of the Ozarks on Saturday, April 5, 2014. There were about 90   
people who attended the party, including camp staff, their volunteers and their children, Child Evangelism Fellowship staff and interns, 
12 volunteers from Michigan on a work/mission week-long retreat, Prison Fellowship/Angel Tree staff, and former campers and their 
family members.  Volunteers were from Michigan, North Carolina, Oregon, Florida, Wisconsin, Arkansas, Pennsylvania, New Mexico, 
and Missouri.   
 
The volunteers helped set up the party.  Brown grocery bags were filled with cups, plates, napkins, placemat/evaluation forms, and 
prayer request slips to make into a prayer chain.  Homemade cookies were stacked high on platters, volunteers were taught how to 
make butterflies out of old, discarded newspaper, and were taught that God can take “worthless junk” and turn it (and us) into 
beautiful butterflies.  Cheerio/Fruit Look necklace supplies were prepared, and stickers and markers were put on craft tables for card 
and book marker decorating. 
 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings founder, shared how the “Holy Week Drama” would be enacted, and volunteers sorted “costumes” for 
everyone to wear.  Soon the party was ready to start.  Ann briefly she shared her story with the volunteers and the guests began 
arriving. 
 
It was a gorgeous day, which was a blessing after the previous day of rain, hail, and tornado warnings.  So prior to the official start of 
the party, everyone moved outside onto the large field in front of the camp dining room, and quilts, blankets, and sheets were used to 
bounce balloons and provide great fun for everyone.  It’s always wonderful to see people of all ages playing together. All the children 
had a “Balloon Pop”, to see how quickly they could pop their balloon, and a festive party spirit filled the air.  
 
The group moved inside, Ann led the opening prayer, and everyone was ready to sing. The camp music director played guitar, Prison 
Fellowship volunteer Jeremy Lowrey played the keyboard, and 11 year-old Timmy Smith, the Camp Director’s son, played the drums. 
First we were standing and sitting with “Allelu, Allelu, Allelu Alleulia, Praise Ye the Lord!”  Next the crowd was shaking hands, giving 
high fives, and smiling at one another saying, “Jesus is the friend, He’s the friend next to you!”  Motions were taught to “Lord I Lift Your 
Name on High”, and the camp staff and former campers led us in a camp favorite, “Jump High!”  The music was wonderful and 
everyone was involved and uplifted. 
 
Next came the Bible drama enacting parts of Holy Week from Palm Sunday to “crucify Him” and Jesus on the cross.  The women found 
an empty tomb and then everyone shouting, “Christ is Risen!  Christ is Risen Indeed!”  It was a powerful drama from palm branches 
being waved in excitement, to a darkened room with Jesus calling out in a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” 
 
The children and youth went to the craft tables to make cards, book markers, newspaper butterflies, and cheerio necklaces. Ann shared 
the history of Wings and other ministry opportunities available to inmates on the inside and to family members on the outside.  Other 
volunteers talked about Prison Fellowship, Child Evangelism Fellowship, and Ben Smith shared about the camp and the ministry 
opportunities Camp David offers. 
  
Next tables filled the large dining room.  Everyone enjoyed conversation over a meal of pizza, homemade cookies, and lemonade.  
Everyone filled out their prayer requests on strips of paper, and soon each table had their “chain linked prayer requests” ready to be 
placed on the cross.  Since we were celebrating Easter, each table group competed in a fun “Easter Relay”.  An “Easter Bonnet” was 
made of a balloon, paper plate, and curling ribbon, and each team member got the wear the lovely “hat”.  Easter bunny ears flopped, 
an egg was tossed to team members, and everyone enjoyed the fun relay which ended in an “official team photo.” Everyone had so 
much fun being silly and enjoying the relay together. 
 
The party ended in a huge circle prayer, with everyone holding hands, and being reminded that we are all God’s children and Jesus 
died for each one of us.  
 
Special THANKS to all our donors including Prison Fellowship, the many Operation Starting Line collaborations, The 1697 Foundation, 
Guideposts Magazines, Child Evangelism Fellowship, Camp David, and the many individuals who helped us. 
 
The comments reflect the positive impact of the Wings Party. Duplicate comments were not repeated.  Special thanks to Cindy Smith 
who typed up all the comments. 
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Guest: I came to the Wings Party today because: 

1. To hear about God 
2. I want to go to camp this summer 
3. I want to go to the camp in the summer 
4. Thomas invited us 
5. I am a camper 
6. My son goes to Camp David and I have been to a Mom’s retreat 
7. I am here because of Thomas Willis 
8. Because of Thomas Willis 
9. I wanted to have fun 
10. Because my mom took/brought us over here and I want to come back to Camp David 
11. I enjoy coming to Camp David and having this party was a way to come and spend time with my daughters. 
12. I am a Wings child 
13. My Grandchildren & twin nephews are attending the Front Porch Program. Camp David is a very positive influence in all our 

lives. 
 
Guest: The highlights of the party for me were: 

1. Just to come to camp 
2. The music/ Bible story 
3. Pizza 
4. Hearing of the resources available 
5. Being with adopted family and learning about this ministry 
6. Being home from school with my family 
7. Crafts 
8. Being with my family and be together 
9. Music/Prayer 
10. Playing 
11. Play 

 
Volunteer: I came to the Wings Party because:  

1. To try something new and to help out 
2. I wanted to volunteer 
3. To have fun 
4. To enjoy a family fun event and to meet the people who spend time with the children 
5. To try something new and to help others out 
6. To meet new people, try new things 
7. I am on staff at the camp 
8. I work at Camp David and I like fun 
9. I came on a mission trip to help set up the camp 
10. I wanted to bless our campers and their families and it sounded like fun 
11. I like to help people 
12. I came on a missions trip and I like helping people 
13. Volunteer 
14. CEF Prison Ministry 
15. I went with Grandpa Tom 
16. We came to help the camp 
17. I’m visiting on spring break with Mr. Thiery 
18. I work with Camp David 
19. Tom Thiery’s trip 
20. With CEF to volunteer 
21. I wanted to volunteer 
22. I wanted to help the kids know Goad and His love 
23. My Mommy and Dad are the Directors 
24. Work with Camp David 
25. I wanted to serve 
26. I wanted to learn about a new ministry 
27. Grace asked us to come 
28. I wanted to help make it a fun day for the children 
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29. Share Jesus with someone new to me 
30. I was part of the Overlander’s group. We came to help work/prepare camp for summer 
31. I live here 
32. Lord has called me to children’s ministry and I was given the opportunity 
33. I have a heart and passion for kids 
34. I wanted to volunteer 
35. The bus brought our group to work and help out from Michigan 

 
Volunteer: The highlights of the party were: 

1. Bible Story 
2. The balloon thing 
3. The dramatized Bible study 
4. See everyone worshipping God 
5. The play 
6. The music and visiting with families 
7. I enjoyed the enthusiasm of everyone there.  Loved the Bible re-enactment 
8. Meeting new people 
9. Discussion 
10. Getting to meet new people 
11. The great worship service and the dramatic acting and the cookies   
12. The song time and the Easter skit. Seemed like everyone had fun 
13. Meeting new people. The awesome worship service 
14. Watching kids have fun 
15. The little drummer 
16. Fellowship; and the skit 
17. Getting out 
18. Meeting the Kids; skit 
19. Singing 
20. The Bible Drama 
21. Drama 
22. The crafts 
23. Songs 
24. Getting to interact and participate with the children 
25. Seeing the campers we know from working here in the summer 
26. Playing on the wings with the 2 girls I helped make crafts with 
27. Lots of smiling faces 
28. Watching the children have fun and being excited; the video of campers telling what they learned and liked 
29. Music; greeting and joyfully giving 
30. Watching the kids praise God and really interact 
31. What a beautiful day! 

 
I appreciate Prison Fellowship, Guideposts  Magazines, 1697 Foundation, Operation Starting Line, Camp 
David, collaborator gifts and books, delicious donated food, and want to tell the sponsors thanks and: 

1. Have a great weekend 
2. It was a blessing 
3. To keep doing what you’re doing because it really has a great impact on people 
4. You are awesome 
5. Thanx for giving of your time and sharing your stories 
6. Thanks for giving me time to spend with my family and get away from my busy schedule 
7. Thank you for everything and God bless you! 
8. God bless you for all you do. 
9. Love doing this camp! 
10. We really enjoyed having an opportunity to meet some new friends and help some kids have fun 
11. You guys are doing a great job! 
12. You are all doing a great job at what you do 
13. Keep it up!  
14. You are loved and making and doing great things 
15. Thanks for the mission to help others 
16. May God bless you as you follow Him 
17. Keep up the good work 
18. You did a great job! 
19. You have been a great blessing to this day! 
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20. Good party 
21. God bless all the leadership with wisdom and strength for the weight of responsibility and decisions 
22. Keep up the good work – We thank God every day to know we are not alone! 
23. This was a blessing! Love and seek the Lord with all your heart.  :) 

 
I drove ____ miles to come to the party: 
Walked, 5, ½, 10, 20, 30, 35, 120,130-150, 180, 182, 207, 240, about 600: 12 (From Michigan), 3 hours, 5 ½ hours 


