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COMMENTS  
2nd Wings Party/Family Day  

Belmont Correctional Institution 
                         October 25, 2014 
 
The 2nd Wings Party Family Day at Belmont Correctional Institution was held on October 
25, 2014.  There were 12 inmates, 24 adults, and 17 children who had signed up for the 
party. There were only 5 volunteers representing at least 4 different churches who ultimately 
were able to help with the party, but they drove or flew long distances to be there: from 
Albuquerque, NM, Hilliard, Elyria, and Ostrander, OH 
  
Wings Founder and Executive Director flew in from Albuquerque, NM to lead the party.  
She visited on Friday with the men who were coming to the party, as she likes them to know 
what to expect and become additional “team members” to help with the party.  Ann also was 
able to meet with many of the men who had made beautiful crafts and written poems for the 
Wings 19th Anniversary Banquet.  Ann was deeply touched and very surprised to be given a 
wooden tri-wing airplane with the new Wings For LIFE International logo on it made by one 
of the inmates.  It is always a joy to see how creative the men are and also how thoughtful and 
kind they are. 
 
On Saturday family members arrived early, so everyone was invited to pitch in to get 
everything prepared for the party.  Banners were hung; homemade cookie platters were 
filled; cheerio and fruit loop cereal were bagged for necklaces; other craft tables for cards 
and butterflies were prepared; and punch filled the pitchers.  Soon the preparation for the 
party was done. 
 
Next mixer games were played with early arrivals.  We found out most attendees were from 
areas north of I-70.  Favorite teams and sports were shared, the children did a “Balloon 
Pop”, and people started to get to know one another. Family relationships were already 
being strengthened. 
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Chaplain Brad Johnston opened the party in prayer. Next music filled the air.  Ann led the 
singing, with help from the volunteers, inmates, and their children. The first song, “Praise Ye 
the Lord”, had each side standing up to sing and sit ting down when not singing.  Next 
“Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, got 
everyone in the mood to have a great time and realize that this was a party and that everyone 
was going to have a great time.  All the songs were fun, uplifting, and meaningful.  We all 
enjoyed the music so much, and our final song “Jesus Loves Me” with singing and sign 
language. 
   
The Bible story was the Parable of the Sower.  Chaplain Johnston was the Sower.  
Everyone else participated as a thorn, bird, rock, or seed.  Colorful costumes were put on 
representing whatever each person was to be.  The Sower kept sowing the seeds, until 
finally every seed fell on good soil and then all the seeds grew hundredfold!   Everyone was 
part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, Chaplain Johnston reflected 
about how we fit into the story and what the story really was about.  It was a very meaningful 
Bible drama that everyone enjoyed and learned from. 
 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, the Wings Founder and Executive Director, tied the Bible story 
into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that Wings For LIFE 
International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and returning 
citizens. Deputy Warden Mary Potter greeted everyone, and shared about all the programs 
in the prison that are available to help the inmates with education, job skills, and reentry. 
Chaplain Johnston and Chaplain Burger told the family members about the religious 
programming available in the prison and shared greetings with everyone. 
 
During this time the men were busy making cards with their children and grandchildren.  They 
also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces, and butterflies out of old newspaper.  The newspaper 
is trash and basically worthless.  Often inmates and families feel this way.  But once the 
newspaper gets decorated, folded like an accordion, and two pieces are connected, suddenly 
a beautiful butterfly is created and made into a new creation, just like God can do with us.  
It’s a fun, yet powerful image, for the children and dads to create together.  It’s wonderful to 
see how creative everyone is and to see the beautiful things that are made for loved ones too. 
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Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Cookie bakers from Columbus and also the St. 
Clairsville area baked dozens of delicious homemade cookies that everyone enjoyed 
thoroughly. Lively discussion was held at each table, and everyone enjoyed getting to know 
one another.   
 
Then the after-dinner game time, which is usually the favorite time of each Wings 
Party/Family Day arrived, and everyone was soon hanging spoons on their noses. People 
waved, prayed, circled, and danced, and still they had spoons on their noses.  Finally a race to 
the finish determined the winners.  Everyone was proud of their “spoon handing ability” and 
the winners went home with certificates to commemorate their skills. 
  
The party closed with everyone holding hands in a circle, bowing in prayer, and being 
reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.   
   
As everyone left the party flyers, Guideposts magazines, books from 1687 Foundation, and 
Operation Starting Line collaborators materials were distributed to everyone.  
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful 
the party was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated. Special thanks to 
volunteer David who typed up all the comments. 
 
I came to the Wings Party today because: 

1. "It was a family visit for me to see his dad and have fun." 
2. "I thought it would be fun for the family and because my dad's in jail" 
3. "Time to spend with my husband and for my children to spend with their father." 
4. "To be with my family" 
5. "I thought it would be fun for the family." 
6. "My son invited me" 
7. "I think it is fun." 
8. "To be with my husband" 
9. "To be with God and my family" 

10. "A great atmosphere (Wings) to see my son & granddaughter." 
11. "I wanted to visit my father" 
12. "My Dad invited me." 
13. "An inmate told me it was a good experience" 
14. "My husband invited me, before today I was unaware of Wings." 
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15. "To spend time with family" 
16. "Of my loved one, Daily" (inmate) 
17. "To see my love one" 
18. "We love Daily" 
19. "My son-in-law invited me" 
20. "To see my loved one." 
21. "I was invited by my brother. He told me about the wonderful ministry" 
22. "I wanted to" 
23. "To see step-dad" 
24. "I wanted to spend time with my family" 
25. "To see my Dad" 
26. "I enjoy spending time with my son." 
27. "My son invited me & had a wonderful time last year." 
28. "Jason Toty informed me and I was more than welcome to come." 

 
The highlights of the party for me were: 

1. "The activities we did." 
2. "The best part was popping the balloons and singing and pizza" 
3. "Listening to Ann's speech about her husband." 
4. "Being with my daughter." 
5. "The pizza & cookies" 
6. "Singing Praise.  Enjoying time with family" 
7. "Doing the seed the bird and thorn" 
8. "The singing and seeing my husband and daughter playing together" 
9. "Singing and being with my wife and daughter" 

10. "The Wings story of Ann and how it can relate to the way you approach my son in prison." 
11. "Spending time with my dad, and dressing up." 
12. "Making posters & necklaces with my dad." 
13. "Spending time with my daughter." 
14. "The interaction that the children had with their dads" 
15. "Spending time with family" 
16. "Pizza/family time" 
17. "The lady speaker" 
18. "All of it was nice" 
19. "Family time" 
20. "The parable we all did in play form" 
21. "30 min with dad" 
22. "The family" 
23. "Dinner as a family" 
24. "Crafts and fun" 
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25. "All parts" 
26. "The lessons of God they had to teach" 
27. "The play" 

 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Parties/Family Days because: 

1. "It brings the children closer to their father.  When doing games & activities and we are able to have 
fun." 

2. "It is fun for family to get together and have fun" 
3. "It's good for the inmates to have quality time with dad, kids, family." 
4. "It’s a good time for family" 
5. "Because it might inspire people" 
6. "It's so good listening to word and participating" 
7. "It is fun and inspiring." 
8. "Because I loved being with friends and family" 
9. "It works for both parties" 

10. "This is unbelievable being able to sing, talk, etc. in the "chapel" atmosphere." 
11. "It helps family and inmates connect with people/family" 
12. "Kids like spending time with their dads" 
13. "It helps the inmates become better men." 
14. "Not only are they inspirational for the inmates but also for their families." 
15. "It gives people time to be with family" 
16. "It will help people with word of God" 
17. "It’s a great program for inmates and their family." 
18. "It’s wonderful fellowship with staff & your family" 
19. "It’s fun" 
20. "It helps bond family" 
21. "Because it is fun" 
22. "They are a good thing for the whole family." 
23. "It is a wonderful program that the inmates deserve to have to show family & friends still care." 
24. "It is very informative and friendly." 

 
I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, gifts, and books, 1687 Foundation 
Books, OSL Collaborator gifts, Prison Fellowship, delicious donated 
homemade cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. "Keep the program going" 
2. "You are awesome" 
3. "I think they should keep on doing it." 
4. "That they are good people and are very grateful for you guys" 
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5. "Thanks again" 
6. "Keep up the good work" 
7. "To make sure they do it next year." 
8. "Keep up the good work." 
9. "To keep up the good work. At times they may feel like they aren't successful, but the men & families 

need this opportunity." 
10. "You people are special and may God continue to bless you" 
11. "I appreciate you " 
12. "I love & appreciate you" 
13. "I love family and I really enjoyed my visit today" 
14. "Please continue. It feels like the most normal time I've had with my kids all year." 
15. "You are great people. Thank you" 
16. "You are doing wonderful selfless work which can be life changing" 
17. "I had an excellent time." 
18. "I feel very welcomed and really enjoyed myself." 

 
Miles driven one way to attend the party: 
90 
120 
120 
120 
one hour and 45 minutes 
120 
43 
120 
120 
2 1/2 hours 
115 
115 
115 
115 
115 
115 
115 
115 
155 
234 
234 
100 
2 hours 
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