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Celebration of Champions 
 
The Celebration of Champions began in 2013 and has become Wings For LIFE International’s major fundraiser 
of the year.  The name was chosen to recognize the CHAMPIONS in our community, and one of our Wings 
For L.I.F.E. (Life-skills Imparted to Families through Education) clients describes our deep appreciation for the 
role these CHAMPIONS have played in changing lives: 
 
“Wings helps the ‘least of these.’  Usually we are the forgotten ones.  You are a CHAMPION and 
MY HERO because you have recognized that by helping us help ourselves and our children, our 
world is becoming a better place!  Thanks, from the bottom of my heart!” 
 
Others were asked to share what a CHAMPION meant to them: 
 
You are a CHAMPION to me because: 

 You have provided for a supportive environment by your donations, generosity, and kindness.  I have 
grown and learned life skills I never knew about and better ways to deal with life situations positively. 
Now I can better focus on family too because of all I’ve learned.   

 Of your generosity & sacrifices of your money.  People get a chance to be an active part of the 
community. 

 WFL has always been there for me and my children who are now adults.  My husband was in prison and 
WFL always held a Christmas Party and now I attend WFL.  Thank You for your support!  

 Incarceration affects the entire family, not just the prisoner, and specially the children who had no choice 
in the hand that they were dealt.  They need a place where they feel safe and understood. WFL provides 
that for us. 

 You support a program that is helping people reintegrate back into society and hopefully will grow all 
over the state. 

 You are helping WFL to help those of us to adjust back to society. 
 WFL raises awareness and help society understand why positive reintegration is so very essential in this 

day and age. 
 WFL teaches us a positive way of living. 
 You are helping WFL to help make a difference in peoples’ life. 
 WFL teaches compassion, caring, and loving. 
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 I am a volunteer, and it’s a start, because this is the first time in my life that I want to help others.  I enjoy 
helping. 

 You are compassionate and caring about people who have suffered much after being incarcerated or 
waiting for their loved ones to get out of jail.  You are making a difference.  I thank you. Most people 
don’t care about us. 

 When people donate, we see how much it helps our families and children. 
 You understand that people need help no matter about where they have come from, you help.  Wings 

reaches out to those of us in need. 
 Champions are like a hero. YOU are my hero! 
 You take time to realize that returning citizens are people.  With your generous donation to Wings, we 

have a program to go to where we are fed not only food, but our souls and minds are fed too.  THANKS! 

Funds raised through our Celebration of Champions allows Wings For L.I.F.E. to offer a weekly program 
that helps CUT CRIME and helps children stay out of prison. What WFL does is important because:  

• 72% children of prisoners without intervention end up going to prison themselves. 
• NM spends over $232,000/year to incarcerate one juvenile for one year.   
• 1 in 10 children in a NM classroom have a parent in jail or prison! Just imagine if Wings kept out 

just one of those children from prison! 
• 1 in 3 adults in America has a criminal record that impacts employability. 
• Wings’ goal is to strengthen family relationships to keep children and former prisoners out of 

prison and become productive, law abiding citizens. 
• To accomplish our goals, we need community help and support. 

 
Mary* attended Wings For L.I.F.E. 7 years ago as a participant from the NM Women’s Recovery Academy.  
She has now returned to Wings as a summer CNM intern, is the mother of two little boys who also attend 
WFL, and is studying to be a social worker.  She loves Wings and her boys say, “It’s fun”, they like to help set 
the tables, and they enjoy their new friends.   
 
Amanda* has attended Wings For L.I.F.E. since she was an infant in a cradle board.  She continues to attend 
Wings with her grandmother, and her new little infant sister who was born in a NM prison.  Her mom 
remains in prison, but Amanda* loves to help set tables for dinner, reads to Woody, the therapy dog who also 
attends Wings, and sees Wings as her family.  Wings helps Amanda avoid following in her mom’s footsteps to 
prison. 
 
Jane* participated in Wings For L.I.F.E. through the NM Women’s Recovery Academy.  She wanted to make 
change in her life and paid close attention to the speakers each week.  Jane* created a resume and shared it 
with Wings staff who reviewed it, made suggestions, and also shared it with a potential employer.  Jane* got 
the job and is now reunited with her husband and children.  She returns to Wings and thanks Wings for her 
new outlook on life.   
 
CHAMPIONS Support Wings Community Family Days Too! 

Since 1995 Wings has held an Easter Community Family Day, a Christmas Community Family Day, and a Back-
to-School Community Family Day. It’s not fun to start school with last year’s old broken crayons, dried out 
markers, and old notebooks.  But that’s often the story for children of prisoners, whose caregivers are 
struggling to put food on the table. CHAMPIONS help Wings bring joy and hope to these at-risk kids by 
helping to provide brand new school supplies to help them feel like all the rest of the kids in their classroom.  
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At a Wings Christmas Community Family Day parents and caregivers pick out gifts for their children while the 
children are making Christmas crafts.  The children never know they got gifts until they see gifts under their 
tree on Christmas morning.  The parents/caregivers, who so often have little money, now have gifts for their 
children so they don’t feel forgotten because of an incarcerated loved one.   
 
Our CHAMPIONS help fund our Wings Community Family Days and we are so thankful! 
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