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Otero County Correctional Facility  

L.I.F.T. Workshop Exit Comments 

Nov. 14-15, 2018 
 

Caucasian 5   Hispanic 15   African American   2    Native American 5    Asian    Other 6 

 

What did you like about the Wings L.I.F.T? 

1. Research, positive use of our time. 

2. To be able to apply for a job when I get out of prison. 

3. The information that was provided. 

4. Everything! 

5. Everything! It was all helpful.  From budgeting to helpful tips I learned a lot in this seminar. 

Thank you. 

6. Ann and the other volunteers make me feel like I’m a human being again. They provide us 

with positive motivation to keep our spirits up and hope that there will be loving, 

compassionate, helpful people when we are released back to society. 

7. How to properly do resumes and look for jobs in a better manner. 

8. I got a new way to look at things. 

9. Good atmosphere, great information and useful. 

10. The positive attitude, the snacks, the stories, and most of all the time the volunteers put in 

to be here with us. 

11. The straight forward advice and tools given to us. 

12. Volunteers and them taking the time to come out here and teach us moral values, respect, 

self-esteem, and how to go about becoming a returning citizen. 

13. Group sessions. 

14. Uplifting.  It’s a good program.  I’m glad I signed up. 

15. It was very informative. 

16. All the useful information.  Did great.  Smiling faces are really nice in dark places with good 

advice. 

17. It is an inspiring therapeutic environment for 2 days that provides meaning to being a parent 

inmate. 

18. Information. 

19. Their support. 

20. The group involvement and all the helpful information. 

21. Supportive and caring.  Encouragement. 

22. The volunteers that came to help us out. 

23. I liked the knowledge about life after getting out of prison. 

24. Everything.  I just wish the volunteers were given more time to spend with us. 

25. Sharing ideas, food and studies with my colleagues. 

26. Thanks for your time. 

27. Sharing time with others, to make plans for the future. 

28. The encouragement. 
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29. I liked the positive re-entry position – filled with excellent re-entry tips. 

30. The fact that the staff cared enough to come in and help. 

31. All the things that were talked about. 

32. I enjoyed how helpful the volunteers were.  They were willing to listen, then did well at 

getting everyone to work together and participate in different activities.  The information 

they provided was not only helpful but motivated me to create goals to work toward, and 

make a plan to reach them.  I even called and shared with my family. 

33. Very, very special and really good for us inmates.  Thank you. 

34. It encourages me to be successful in all my endeavors. 

35. It was very helpful. 

36. Gets my mind thinking about my future and my future goals. 

37. I liked all the interactive practices. 

 

What did you learn at the Wings L.I.F.T. that you will use in your life, or in the 

future? 

1. Never be idle with your time. 

2. How to save money and budget responsibly. 

3. Positive influences and knowing that I can make a difference. 

4. Possible employment as a peer mentor. 

5. There are many things, but the one that come to mind is a simple tip like freezing bread and 

pastries.  And never buy groceries at a convenience store. 

6. To be considerate, compassionate, and loving to others. 

7. How to save money and be better motivated in the work place. 

8. To be more positive. 

9. Identifying potential jobs/careers. 

10. How to be more positive, listen more and be more helpful with my family. 

11. To be responsible and budget my money. 

12. Job searching, work ethics. 

13. Basic skills, i.e., typing, filling out apps, resume, job interview, etc. 

14. Learned how to budget money. 

15. How to find a job. 

16. Economics, the Assets, career up-building. 

17. To aim high and to not hesitate to take advantage of opportunities when they become 

available. 

18. Communication, opportunity, financial budgets. 

19. How to work with others. 

20. How to manage my money better. 

21. How to apply for a job properly, 10 ways to get a job and provide the tools, tips, and 

guidance for improvement of life responsibility. 

22. How to budget and communicate with others. 

23. Applying for a job, living a more responsible life and staying out of prison. 

24. Life skills. 
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25. To have more compartmentalization and a means of saving to stabilize a family. 

26. To relate more for the future for my family. 

27. Budgeting. 

28. Know how to save money, sustenance money. 

29. How to do better when I get out. 

30. Be honest and sharing without being “shady” and be the best person I can. 

31. Prepare for my future. 

32. How to save money and some tips on how to get a job. 

33. I learned developmental assets to work on with my family and friends.  I also learned how 

to prepare for my career, and how I can work on it now.  Also with the saving money, I can 

begin to budget now from where I’m at. 

34. How to respect others and we have to learn how to budget our money. 

35. To live within my means and to be more adaptive.  Manage my obstacles until there’s 

resolution. 

36. Advice on getting a job.  And keeping one. 

37. I will have a microwave and a freezer. 

38. How to apply myself as a returning citizen. 

Why would you recommend that leaders in the corrections department continue 

to allow residents to attend a Wings L.I.F.T.? 

1. It’s positive.  We don’t have a lot of this in here. 

2. To keep the spirits up and hopes up so they don’t reoffend. 

3. The changes start with ourselves and then we can make the change. 

4. I honestly believe that the tips tonight in this program are essential to a successful 

reintegration back into society. 

5. Because I hear and see on the walls about helping and preparing convicts to be prepared for 

reentry to the community.  But I did not believe it.  So seminars like Wings gives me hope. 

Thanks. 

6. Because it is like an extended family for the people who don’t have family left to support 

and love them. 

7. For those who are about to be released, insight on getting jobs and how to better budget 

their time and money. 

8. Because it helps reaffirm a positive attitude towards the future. 

9. It puts a positive attitude in some of us and makes us realize the reality out there. 

10. It’s a good self-help – life skills workshops. 

11. Because it’s good.  A lot of guys/gals in prison don’t know any skills at all. 

12. To get valuable info so the facility can provide the proper tools and programs to benefit all 

inmates. 

13. Because it’s rehabilitating. 

14. It’s up-building.  We need things for reentry.  Education in society, relapse prevention.  The 

more the better. 

15. It is important they realize that inmates need positive input from the outside to develop 

properly for their eventual release in the public sector. 



 

P
ag

e4
 

16. Yes, would recommend. 

17. Because Wings teaches us how to work with each other. 

18. Because it will help prisoners from coming back. 

19. Yes, because it helps to learn things.  How to apply for a job, their supportive – caring – 

learn social skills – life skills, for positive future. 

20. It’s very informative. 

21. They make a HUGE positive impact in thinking about how reality is, and they care!!! 

22. It would be great if we would be called out of our pods to attend both days.  The Chaplin 

and C.O.’s don’t care if we attend or not. 

23. Because it benefits all of us to manage oneself and to administer to the family. 

24. Why, because I benefited more with this, being a prisoner. 

25. Because it benefits us to learn more to know how to live when free. 

26. To listen attentively to what they are saying when they teach us. 

27. It is very informative for inmates awaiting reentry into society. 

28. The info you learn here is beneficial. 

29. So that they can learn how to stay out of prison. 

30. Because the information is priceless and essential to keep us from returning to prison. 

31. Us inmates really need someone to help us and guide us with what we are going to go 

through out there in society.  Thank you for allowing the Wings program. 

32. The Wings LIFT seminar(s) “actively” have a major role with our rehabilitation to the effect 

of being “de-briefed” which properly prepares reentry into society. 

33. Because if you help inmates they are less likely to end up back in prison. 

34. So they could look good to the community. 

35. We have the chance to practice our new skills with the staff here and hopefully learn other 

skills to use. 

What additional topics or issues would you have liked addressed at a Wings 

L.I.F.T.? 

1. How to better connect with family members. 

2. Everything was beneficial to me.  I believe it was wonderful and very helpful.  Thank you. 

3. A little more info on employment opportunities. 

4. Everything was great and very helpful.  All I have to say about this question is, “If I ain’t 

broke don’t fix it.” 

5. I would like to see more AA/NA to help us to prepare to help ourselves and the others 

that don’t attend Wings. 

6. Maybe ways of doing their income taxes. 

7. I think all the topics they covered are all good.  Thank you. 

8. More time. 

9. Have a list of what jobs can a sexual offender work at. 

10. Having some kind of support system. 

11. Everything was interesting to me.  Thanks. 

Additional comments: 
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1. Thanks for your support and help.  And the cookie bakers made some wonderful cookies 

and I loved them. 

2. THANK YOU SO MUCH.  Philippians 1:3. 

3. Again, I would like to thank you for all your help.  All the information is invaluable. 

4. Thank you for the love and support you bring.  Thank you for the generosity you bring with 

the snacks and drinks and the literature you provide when you come. 

5. I had a hard time hearing the speaker, too much echo! 

6. Thank you so very much! 

 

“Who Will I Choose To Be” - by Jason Herrera 

What are you defined by 

Your past mistakes you made when you got high 

Or the changes you’ve made to rectify 

By the tools learned in prison that you now apply 

 

Are you going to be a man that can see eye to eye 

Or one that will continue to lie 

One that will wear a shirt and a tie 

Or the one that will wear a button up xxx 

One that says “I’m your guy” 

Or the one that says “I can’t” cause your timid and shy 

One that shoots for the sky 

Or the one that will give up and not try 

One that flips hamburgers and fries 

Or the one that delivers store supplies 

One who smiles and says hi 

Or the one always complaining and does nothing but cry 

One that says “we” and not “I” 

Or the one that always seems to imply 

 

We must dress to impress 

Do more and not less 

If you want true success 

Always be sure so as to not second guess 

Otherwise, you’ll get yourself into a mess 

Full of unnecessary stress 

Giving up on house arrest 

Or something heavy to get off your chest 

Seeking God to now confess 

 

Life is now a test 
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Competing to do your best 

Making your freedom your life long quest 

Without an arrest                         

  

 

 


