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The 24th Annual Wings Back-To-School Family Day was held at Shepherd of the Valley 

Presbyterian Church on August 3, 2019.  We had at least 226+ guests attend the Family 

Day.  We had additional volunteers from at least 15 different congregations. 

Family Life Radio made announcements about the Family Day and set up a table at Shepherd 

of the Valley Presbyterian Church.  All the Chick-Fil-A locations in Albuquerque were drop-

off spots for school supplies.  The Family Life Radio listeners and the Chick-Fil-A customers 

helped fill the back of an entire Suburban. 151 backpacks were distributed. 

We are so grateful to all the donors who helped the children start with new school supplies.  

Wings staff and volunteers from Shepherd of the Valley bagged up supplies into 151 backpacks 

on Friday afternoon. Books from the 1687 Foundation and school supplies overflowed the 

many tables holding everything.   

On Saturday volunteers set up for the Family Day, organized crafts, and prepared the 

overflowing cookie platters of delicious homemade cookies. Soon the guests started 

arriving.  Prior to the “official start of the party” Wings’ leader Ann Edenfield Sweet led the 

group in mixer games where everyone enjoyed getting to know each other. 

Pastor Sarah Chivington Buck opened the Family Day in prayer and then Ann, and the 

outstanding Shepherd of the Valley Praise Team, led the group in singing.  Musical instruments 

were distributed and everyone played along as we sang.  Everyone loved the uplifting, fun music!  

Next volunteers became the “Ark”, and Pastor Sarah and Shepherd of the Valley Elder Brian 

became “Mrs. Noah and Noah”. Others were chosen as “Noah’s sons and daughters-in-law”. 

The children picked out stuffed animals and “costumes” to become various animals, others 

were chosen to be the “rainbow”, and everyone else became the “wind” and the “waves”.  

“Noah” built the ark, “Noah’s family” came on the ark, and then all the animals came jumping, 

flying, hopping, and running into the ark.  It started to rain, and everyone noticed the slow 

“turtles” who were taking forever to get onto the ark.  Finally the “turtles” made it onto the 

ark, before the 40 days of rain and the flood.  When it stopped raining “Noah” sent out the 

“doves” to see if there was any new growth, and they came back with green leaves in their 

beaks.  Then the “rainbow” came out and everyone was reminded of God’s promise to never 

send a flood to destroy the earth again, and that the rainbow was God’s promise to us of his 

love. Pastor Sarah reflected on the story and reminded everyone that even though some of us 

are slow like the turtles, God will wait for us if we turn to Him.    

Next Ann shared the history of Wings and other ministry opportunities available to family 
members and returning citizens who attended the party. During this time volunteers helped the 

children make crafts, which consisted of cards for loved ones, cheerio necklaces, bookmarkers, 

and decorated notebooks for the start of school.   



Next everyone gathered back together in groups of 10 where everyone ate and shared stories 

and new memories over pizza, cookies, and punch.  Once we had eaten the favorite part of the 

Wings Party came when one of the students at each table, whose birthday was closest to that 

day, was decorated in a “New School Outfit”.  The newspaper, crepe paper, old napkins, and 

curling ribbon made for wonderful new and unique school outfits.  Everyone had a GREAT time 

decorating their model. 

We took down all the tables and chairs and formed several large circles in the social hall.  

There was a drawing for four bikes and the winners were thrilled.  Then we closed in prayer. 

Next the children were lined up shortest to tallest.  The children then walked to a room in the 

church and were given their backpacks and school supplies by the volunteers.  All the children 
were excited to receive new school supplies and backpacks and they were very grateful. 

SPECIAL THANKS to all our donors, Family Life Radio listeners, and Chick-Fil-A owners and 

customers who made it happen!   

SPECIAL THANKS also to Shepherd of the Valley Presbyterian church and all the members and 

staff who helped with the Family Day and baked so many delicious cookies! 

The photo collages portray the energy, fun, and Christ-filled love that was shared at the Family 

Day. The comments below reflect the positive impact of the Wings Family Day. Duplicate 

comments were not repeated.  

 

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 

1. I came because I needed school supplies. 

2. A friend sent me a flyer on Facebook and all the lessons and help is a true blessing. 

3. I was referred by DVRC. 

4. I came because I needed help with things with schooling. 

5. I needed school supplies. 

6. I came because I was told to come. 

7. I heard they would be able to help my family with school things. 

8. I heard they could help with things I needed. 

9. I moved here. 

10. I am required to attend. 

11. I volunteered to come and help. 

12. I volunteered to serve. 

13. I came to meet people and help out. 

14. I came because I received an invitation (flier) and I thought it will be an amazing 

experience to learn more about Wings For LIFE. 

15. I work with teens who need the support and teaching that Wings provides excellently. 

16. I came to try to get a back-to-school backpack. 

17. Our Church supports Wings For LIFE and I am a church member. 

18. I came to get back-to-school supplies. 

19. I came because I need a backpack. 

20. I need a back-to-school backpack. 



21. I came to receive a back-to-school backpack. 

22. I came to have social time. 

23. I am a guest and I want to volunteer and bring my kids.  I heard from Section 8 program. 

24. I came to have some socialization. 

25. I am a guest.  My family is living in shelter for families.  

26. I’m a program coordinator through the shelter. 

27. I live at the westside shelter and I am a guest. 

28. I enjoy coming to Shepherd of the Valley Church.  Plus to help set up for the back-to-

school party. 

29. I came for the fun and entertainment. 

30. We like coming to the party and to help. 

31. I came to see families have fun, help spread the work through kindness and I help with 

activities. 

32. My family was in need of school supplies for their kids. 

33. My family and I have been coming since 2014 and it is a tradition. 

34. I came for school supplies we needed. 

35. My family needed backpacks and school supplies. 

36. I was referred through the Crossroads program. 

37. I was referred through the Crossroads for Women program. 

38. I came with my Mom. She is in the Crossroads Program. 

39. I came to volunteer and help pass out backpacks. 

40. I came to Wings with a relative. 

41. We had several families at the westside who would benefit from your program. I am 

with Outreach Westside Shelter. 

42. I wanted my daughter to come and have a good day. 

43. This is my church 

44. The westside shelter told us to come to get school supplies for our kids and I am 

grateful. 

45. I am part of Heading Home outreach team and we brought our families from the 

westside Homeless Shelter. 

46. I came to the Wings Family Day today because I got invited and I am grateful. 

47. I came because I had to. 

48. We heard that they were having a back-to-school party. 

49. FB Flyer. 

50. I got a flyer on the back-to-school party and I needed school supplies for my little 

brother. 

51. We were referred by Renee Chavez. 

52. New Beginnings Church referred me and Renee Chavez. 

53. We were referred by Renee Chavez at our Church. 



The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. The costumes.  

2. Eating the pizza and cookies. 

3. All of the activities. 

4. Everything, kids were involved in fun activities, arts and crafts and family time. 

5. Everything, Kids, Activities, arts and crafts. 

6. Praise and Worship with the instruments. 

7. Arts and crafts for kids. 

8. Noah’s Ark performance and the instruments for the kids.  Everything was very fun and 

awesome.  Best church I’ve ever been to. 

9. Food. 

10. We are getting school supplies. 

11. To see the families smiling. 

12. Popping balloons. 

13. Music  

14. My daughter had fun 

15. Being able to participate with the kids to get school supplies 

16. Knowing other people with family and making connection…to know more about 

community together with family. 

17. Crafts with the kids. 

18. The whole day was great. 

19. Making the necklaces. 

20. Seeing how happy all the kids are and hearing the stories, family bonding and meeting 

new people. 

21. Making stuff. 

22. The new people I got to meet and talk to. 

23. Arts and Crafts, Music and Noah’s Ark. 

24. Hearing the word of GOD. 

25. The people’s needs. 

26. The singing and the children with instruments. 

27. We like the party and like to help. 

28. Doing crafts and watching the play. 

29. Service in the sanctuary, the songs and the food. 

30. Being in a good environment with other families. 

31. Spending time with the community and family meeting new people. 

32. The games. 

33. Noah’s Ark. 

34. The fun games. 

35. Everything. 

36. Noah’s Ark story and being part of it. 



37. Everything, but mostly being interactive. 

38. Meeting wonderful families and children, Noah’s Ark story and the necklace making. 

39. I really enjoyed everything. 

40. Playing with the kids, helping them make stuff, arts and crafts. 

41. The food. 

42. Making necklaces and coming for a prayer. 

43. Getting the prayer and the activities we did. 

44. Watching my children do arts and crafts together. 

45. Hanging out all of us together. 

46. Making the notebooks. 

47. We had bonded with no fighting. We have been having a really good day. 

48. We’re hanging out with my family and having fun with everyone. 

49. Us being able to spend time as a family and the kids doing crafts. 

50. Learning about WINGS. 

51. I loved meeting so many people. 

52. I enjoyed the way everyone participated together and had so much fun. 

Church leaders should continue to hosting Wings Family Days 

because: 

1. Thank you so much. 

2. Thank You.  

3. I am Grateful. 

4. It means a lot to the families who have nothing, to take the stress of back-to-school off 

their shoulders. 

5. Thanks forever for what you did for us. 

6. I appreciate everything you guys do. 

7. Thank you all. 

8. What a blessing you guys are. 

9. Thank you for caring. 

10. Thank you for being there for us. 

11. Thank you for being so welcoming. 

12. We thank You so much. You all really helped all our family.  You are all very much appreciated. 

13. I feel like things like this are very important to reintegrate families together into the 

communities. 

14. My family appreciate the things you do 

15. God Bless you. 

16. Good stories. 

17. Being with everyone instead of being stuck in the kitchen. 

18. You do great work, GOD Bless all of you! 

19. Thank you for allowing Wings to use your building. 

20. Thank you for making the start of this school year better and less stressful. 



21. To the people who work at and with the staff and shelter, thank you. 

22. We appreciate you. 

23. They’re doing a good thing for families that don’t have the same as others. 

24. I appreciate it. 

25. I appreciate everything you have done for us. 

26. I appreciate all you do! 

27. Thank you for Everything. 

28. Thank you for helping my kids. 

29. Thank you so much for everything you did today. 

30. Because they relieved a lot of stress off my mom’s chest 

31. We appreciate your time and energy for all that you do to be able to help families interact 

more. 

32. Helping other families that need it. 

33. We really do appreciate what they are doing for us because some people can’t do other things 

for others and they help so many families. 

34. Thank you for helping the people that needed it. 

35. We appreciate all they do for everyone and thank you for helping my family. 

36. Please keep doing what you do to help every person you help. 

37. It’s wonderful when churches welcome us in. 


