
 
 

20th Back-To School Wings Party     
August 10, 2015   
Evangel Christian Center 
 
The 20th Annual Wings Back-To-School Family Day was held at Evangel Christian Center on 
August 10, 2015.  We had at least 450+ guests RSVP for the party.  The entire staff from 
Evangel Christian Center was there, including their wonderful praise band.  We had additional 
volunteers from at least 25 different congregations in addition to the cookie bakers who provided 100 
dozen homemade cookies as their ministry for the Family Day. 

Wings staff and volunteers bagged up 350+ school supply bags on Friday afternoon, so when the 
many volunteers arrived early on Saturday to organize the school supplies, it was well organized.  
Books from the 1697 Foundation and school supplies overflowed the many tables holding 
everything.   

Once the school supplies were arranged, volunteers organized the cookie platters, and soon 
hundreds of guests started arriving.  Prior to the “official start of the party” we played mixer games 
and enjoyed getting to know each other. 

 Pastor Brenton Franks opened the Family Day in prayer and then Wings leader Ann Edenfield 
Sweet led the group in two fun, uplifting songs.  Next the fantastic Evangel praise band lead more 
singing and the children joined the singing with various percussion instruments, and soon everyone was 
involved in the joyous music.  

The Bible story was Noah and the Ark.  Pastor Brenton Franks, from Evangel Christian 
was Noah, and his wife Ruth was “Mrs. Noah”.  Next the three sons and their wives were 
outfitted in costume.  Then all the children picked out their favorite animal costume, the “ark” 
was formed by linking arms of all the men who were present, and lastly the “rainbow” was 
picked and those who were part of the rainbow picked out colorful costumes and brightly 
colored paper to wave high as the “rainbow”.  Everyone else became the “wind” and “rain”.  
All the animals rushed on the ark, and as it started the rain, everyone noticed the slow turtles, 
just taking their time getting on the ark.  Everyone shouted out to encourage the turtles to 
hurry, as it was starting to really rain.  Finally the turtles got on the ark, just as it started to 
pour.  After 40 days and nights, the rain let up.  The doves were sent out to look for a green 



 
 

leaf.  They returned with the leaf, Noah and his family bowed in prayer to God, and when 
they looked up they saw the rainbow, God’s promise to always be there.  And then everyone 
was reminded that even the slow turtle got on the ark, reminding us that even if we are slow to 
come to Christ, he will always welcome us and find a place for us.  It was a powerful story of 
God’s love for us and everyone found the drama very meaningful and fun. 

Next Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings For LIFE International Founder and Executive 
Director, shared the history of Wings and other ministry opportunities available to family 
members and returning citizens to the adults/caregivers who attended the party. During this 
time volunteers helped the children make crafts, which consisted of cards for loved ones, 
cheerio necklaces, WWJD bookmarkers, and decorated file folders for the start of school.   

Next everyone gathered back together in the gym as families and groups of 10 where 
everyone ate and shared stories and new memories over pizza, cookies, and punch.  Then 
everyone quickly cleaned up the food, and soon everyone helped decorate one of the 
children in their group in a “new school outfit” made out of recycled newspaper, grocery bags, 
napkins, and ribbons.  Everyone had fun and enjoyed creating the new outfit, and the party 
closed in the traditional “Closing Circle Prayer”, which was a huge circle extending around 
the gym. 

Next the children were lined up, shortest to tallest.  The children then walked through the 
school supply room in the church and were given school supplies by the volunteers.  All the 
children were excited to receive new school supplies.  Packets of supplies had been prepared 
for the older children so they all received supplies appropriate for them. All the children 
received school supplies and they were very grateful. THANKS to all our donors, the 
Rotary Club who donated many backpacks and school supplies, Family Life Radio listeners, 
and Chick-Fil-A who made it happen!   

SPECIAL THANKS to Evangel Christian Center and all the members and staff who 
helped with the party! 

The photo collages portray the energy, fun, and Christ-filled love that was shared at the 
Family Day. The comments below reflect the positive impact of the Wings Family Day. 
Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 



 
 

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 

1. To have fun and get free school supplies. 
2. The back-to-school supplies. 
3. I need school supplies. 
4. I came because I was invited. 
5. Because my grandma works for Wings. 
6. We were in the area. 
7. I need help with school supplies for my daughter. 
8. My sister brought me. 
9. Know more about Noah. 
10. I love to be involved. 
11. I’ve never been here before. The loved the experience. 
12. Because I like Wings Parties. 
13. I was bored. 
14. To have fun. 
15. My mom and sister come here. 
16. For the fun of the party. 
17. There was free school supplies. 
18. I wanted to bring my daughter. 
19. I want to meet friends and do fun things. 
20. My friend said it was awesome. 
21. To have fun. 
22. To mingle with everyone and share the Word of God. 
23. Volunteer and work. 
24. A friend gave us a flyer. 
25. Bring my little cousin. 
26. I wanted to support my granddaughter. 
27. To bring my child to get school supplies and enjoy having fun without drugs and alcohol. 
28. To see how it was run there plus school supplies for my children. 
29. To eat, I’m hungry. 
30. I was invited. 



 
 

31. To learn about God. 
32. To spend time with family and get school supplies and to have fun. 
33. Support Evangel Christian and fellowship. 
34. I heard it would be fun. 
35. I wanted to get involved. 
36. Volunteer and get to know the staff. 
37. My grandma brought me here. 
38. To think of God, activities, and backpacks. 

 

The highlights of the party for me were: 

1. Decorating a notebook with my little brother and making a necklace. 
2. Eating. 
3. The kids getting pizza, cookies and being happy. 
4. Singing. 
5. Noah’s Ark play. 
6. Church. 
7. Very good doing necklaces and putting stickers on the notebooks. 
8. Cereal necklaces. 
9. Holding the animals. Make a book. 
10. Listening to all the programs at the Church. 
11. The music and pizza. 
12. Arts and crafts. 
13. A good experience. 
14. The band. 
15. To worship and sing. 
16. Was the band and the songs. I really enjoyed myself.  The Noah story. 
17. The activities and the kids. 
18. I liked it when I got to hear the music and spending time with my family. 
19. The activities, food and the family time. 
20. The programs. 



 
 

21. Everything. Meeting new families and friends. 
22. The founder’s testimony. 
23. Feeling great!  When the music was playing. 
24. Helping others. 
25. Seeing my ole classmates. 
26. That everyone was friendly. 

Church officials should continue to hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. It’s fun and they talk about God. 
2. It’s fun for all ages. 
3. Fun. 
4. They help. 
5. They need to know that people do call and to know that Jesus loves them unconditional. 
6. Are kids come closer and meet new friends. 
7. It helps people learn. 
8. They have great stories. 
9. It helps involve families and become together and be positively involved in the community. 
10. It’s positive. 
11.  It happy. 
12. Their great people. 
13. It’s good for the families. 
14. Everyone needs to know God. 
15. It brings families together. 
16. Many need help. 
17. You get to meet new friends. 
18. For the band to play longer. 

I appreciate Prison Fellowship, the Operation Starting Line collaborator’s 
books, Guidepost Magazines books, pizza, delicious homemade cookies, and 
want to tell all the sponsors and school supply donors thanks and: 

1. May God bless them. 



 
 

2. Keep doing a wonderful job. 
3. I would like to come back again. 
4. For helping my family out with books and all the goodies. 
5. We appreciate all. 
6. Thank You! 
7. They’re awesome and make bomb food. 
8. Thank you for the arts and crafts, food and drinks, cookies and gifts. 
9. You are so loved. 
10. I learned about God. 
11. Hope to see you next time. 
12. More reading of scriptures. 
13. Keep doing it. 
14. You Rock!!!!. 
15. Thanks! You are a blessing. 
16. We loved it. 
17. They teach us about God. 
18. God Bless. 


