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8th Wings Family Day  
Tennessee Prison for Women 
Easter/Spring Theme 
April 11, 2015 
 
 
Wings For LIFE International hosted its 8th Wings Prison Family Day at the Tennessee Prison for Women 
on April 11, 2015, in celebration of Easter and Spring.  There were 72 inmates, 120 children, and 119 
adult caregiver/family members who had signed up for the party for a total of 326 including staff.  
There were 15 volunteers who were registered from 9 different churches throughout the greater 
Nashville Area, Smithville, Cowan, Morrison, McMinnville, Henderson, Monteagle, Rockville Centre, and 
volunteers from Alabama and New Mexico.  There were an additional 10 volunteers who are regular 
volunteers at the TPFW. 
 
THANKS to everyone for making the extra effort to make this party so special for so many! 
 
The TPFW usually starts the party with an “egg hunt” and this party was no exception.  Candy was put 
in small plastic eggs that were scattered across the large lawn in the middle of the prison grounds.  All 
the children raced across the lawn, picking up the colorful eggs.  Some children found as many as 58 
eggs!  Everyone enjoyed the freedom to run across the yard, gathering the eggs and candy. 
 
Chaplain Yolanda Walker opened the Family Day in prayer.  The traditional Wings songs – Praise Ye 
the Lord, and Shake a Neighbor’s Hand were sung with gusto and great joy.  Next song leader Wanda 
Lewis led everyone in several more fun, uplifting songs. 
 

Ann led the Bible story of Noah and the Ark.  “Noah”, “his family”, “the ark”, “the rainbow” and the 
“many assorted animals” were picked. Everyone else became the “wind” and the “rain”.  Noah built the 
ark, his family members and two kinds of all the animals on earth joined him, and yet as Noah looked 
out, he saw the slow turtles trying to get to the ark in time.  Everyone called out to the turtles and finally 
they made it to the ark before the 40 days of rain and wind flooded the earth.  Finally the rain 
stopped, Noah sent out the doves to look for new growth, and they returned with a green leaf in their 
beaks.  God’s promise to Noah was fulfilled with the beautiful rainbow above the earth, and everyone 
was reminded that God will even wait for the slowest turtle to come to Him. It was a powerful 
interaction of a Bible story.   

Next the family members heard Ann share the history of the Wings and other ministry leaders talked 
about their ministries and opportunities available to family members and returning citizens. During this 
time the women and their children made crafts, which consisted of cards and bookmarkers for loved 
ones, beautiful newspaper butterflies, cheerio and pretzel necklaces, and the ladies had come up with a 
really darling Easter Egg craft where the children decorated the 10” paper egg with eyes, ears, 
mouths, etc.  It was fun seeing everyone wearing the cheerio/fruit loop necklaces, and having so much 
fun.  
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Everyone enjoyed conversation over pizza, cookies, and punch.  Once everyone finished eating one 
mother from each group of 10 was decorated in a new spring outfit.  Great fun was had decorating all 
the moms and then a fashion show was held, with the mom’s modeling their new outfits. 

The party ended in a huge circle prayer around the gym with everyone holding hands and being 
reminded that we are all God’s children and Jesus died for each one of us.  

Special THANKS to all our donors, including Prison Fellowship, the many Operation Starting Line 
collaborators, One Hope, The 1697 Foundation, Guideposts Magazines, Biblica, Child Evangelism 
Fellowship, and the many area churches and individuals who helped us. 
 
The comments reflect the positive impact of the Wings Family Day. Duplicate comments were not 
repeated.  Special thanks to Wanda Lewis who typed up all the comments! 
 
I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. My mom. 
2. I got to meet my family. 
3. I wanted to spend time with family and friends. 
4. My daughter called me and told me about this program.  I thought it would be very inspiring.  I 

really enjoyed it. 
5. I talked to my mother to come talk and be around Christian people. 
6. I want to see my family and especially my daughter. 
7. To see my daughter. 
8. I wanted to visit a friend. 
9. I like coming to spend time with my momma. 
10. I wanted to spend time with family and friends. 
11. To see my mama. 
12. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
13. Easter party visit with my sister. 
14. To see my sister-in-law. 
15. I got to see my mom. 
16. To see my daughter. 
17. Was great.  Thank God for this. 
18. So the kids get to be with their mom. 
19. To see my family. 
20. It is good company. 
21. I was invited by my niece.  I am so thankful for this day. 
22. To spend time with my family. 
23. I wanted to spend time with my family and wanted to learn about the Lord. 
24. I am going to be blessed by all the love shared by loved ones. 
25. Daughter. 
26. My Mother. 
27. I enjoy being with my sister. 
28. To see my momma. 
29. Spend time with daughter and grandson. 
30. To have family time. 
31. To bond with my kids. 
32. My mom. 
33. My daughter. 
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34. Of togetherness; family and friends; fellowship with everyone. 
35. To be with my family. 
36. I love God and to be with my mommy.  
37. I enjoy being with the women and their children.  They are such beautiful women with beautiful 

spirits. 
38. I wanted to see my family and do things with them. 
39. My daughter invited me. 
40. I enjoy the extra time with my family. 
41. So I could see my mom! 
42. I enjoy time with my family. 
43. My mom asked me to come. 
44. We get a chance to spend time with family and friends; family to share love. 
45. To support my niece and visit with other family friends of hers. 
46. So my daughter and her son could have time together in a better environment than visitation.  We 

can only visit rarely. 
47. To spend time with my family. 
48. To see my daughter. 
49. Me and my son have a good time. 
50. To be with my daughter and to let her son be with her. 
51. To see my mother. 
52. To see my mom. 
53. I want to spend time with family and let them see inside the prison. 
54. I wanted to be a part of something positive and with my family. 
55. I wanted to spend time with my daughter and her friends. 
56. My daughter brought my granddaughter. 
57. I wanted to spend time with my daughter and I was there last year. 
58. My sister. 
59. To visit with my son and enjoy my friends. 
60. To see my grandmother. 
61. To see my grandmother. 
62. To see my mother. 
63. To spend time with family and friends. 
64. Egg hunt. 
65. I wanted to see my family. 
66. To see my mother. 
67. Good. 
68. I have the desire to work with the families and the inmates. 
69. To see my daughter. 
70. I love my wife. 
71. I was invited by my family member 
72. Being with my family and friends. 
73. To visit with my sister and friend on the compound. 
74. Our daughter invited us. 
75. My daughter invited us.  It was a blessing to spend such a good time with her. 
76. Visit my Bestie! 
77. Visit my sister. 
78. To see my niece. 
79. To see my daughter and mom. 
80. I wanted to spend fun time with my family. 
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81. To bring great grandson to visit his mom. 
82. To visit with Sarah. 
83. I wanted to gather with my family. 
84. To be with my family and to enjoy this amazing program. 
85. I’ve been attending this 3 years now and I really enjoy it and I learn things and I also meet new 

people. 
86. Volunteer. 
87. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
88. I wanted to spend time with my mother. 
89. A chance to spend family time together. 
90. I wanted to spend time with my parents. 
91. Build relationship with my daughter. 
92. Wanted to spend time with my friend. 
93. My son could see his Grandmother. 
94. Invited. 
95. My Grandbaby wanted to come and hunt eggs with his mother. 
96. To let my daughter spend time with her grandma. 
97. Spend time with my mom. 
98. I haven’t seen my mom in two months and I wanted to have fun. 
99. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
100. My granddaughter is an inmate here. 
101. An Easter program. 
 
The highlights of the party for me were: 
1. Egg hunt. 
2. My grandma. 
3. Seeing families doing normal things. 
4. The ladies of Wings and play of Noah and getting to see everyone getting to actually talk to one 

another. 
5. To see the joy in the kids and their families and to communicate with one another. 
6. Seeing everyone. 
7. When everyone sang. 
8. Sing and eat together. 
9. The Noah’s ark production. 
10. Getting to spend time with my mom. 
11. The group participation and all the wonderful activities. 
12. Seeing my mama. 
13. Spending time with family. 
14. Kids hunting Easter eggs. 
15. Noah ark story. 
16. Was seeing my mom. 
17. Enjoying the singing with others. 
18. Loved the fellowship.  Thank God for it. 
19. Story telling and making everybody be involved. 
20. Crafts. 
21. Story time. 
22. To spend time with my niece, her mother (my sister) and to meet her extended family and friends.  I 

thoroughly enjoyed today! 
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23. Being able to be normal, laugh, talk and hear the Word together. 
24. Being with my family and sharing my prison life with them. 
25. Spending time with friends and family; stories and songs. 
26. Daughter and great-granddaughter. 
27. My mother and my daughter. 
28. Ann’s story. 
29. I enjoyed everything. 
30. My sister. 
31. The crafts. 
32. More quality time with daughter. 
33. Everything. 
34. Egg Hunt 
35. The children and the fact that we could all mingle together like humans instead of prisoners. 
36. Seeing all the children. 
37. To see mom.  
38. Seeing children enjoy their time with their moms. 
39. The story and doing crafts with the children. 
40. Having everybody involved in the activities. 
41. Being able to associate with everyone. 
42. Was being able to see my mom! 
43. Interacting with family. 
44. The singing. 
45. The songs and games. 
46. Singing and laughing; listening to Ann Sweet’s story of how the Lord saved her. 
47. Seeing my family together laughing and enjoying a form of worship together. 
48. The songs and crafts. 
49. Spending time together and doing crafts. 
50. The arts and crafts. 
51. Spending time with my family. 
52. Easter egg hunting 
53. Spending time with my mom. 
54. Spending time with my kids and mom. 
55. The kids hunting eggs. 
56. The Easter Egg Hunt. 
57. The children singing up front. 
58. The singing. 
59. Crafts. 
60. Visiting with my friend and enjoying the environment. 
61. Everything 
62. The Noah’s Ark 
63. Noah’s Ark / Arts and Crafts / Fellowship 
64. The singing and meeting the staff. 
65. Good. 
66. Watching the children enjoy the Bible story. 
67. Meeting new people. 
68. Being with family. 
69. Being able to spend the day with my family members. 
70. Seeing mothers and children reunited. 
71. Spending time not only with my family, but with other families. 
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72. Songs of worship and meeting lots of different people. 
73. The activities that allowed constructive play. 
74. Getting to meet other inmates and families. 
75. To see beyond the VG (Visitation Gallery) and socialize with other inmates and their families. 
76. Spend time together. 
77. Spend time with family. 
78. Pizza; getting to actually meet new people. 
79. Talking and visit with mom. 
80. Seeing everyone and the visit. 
81. Being with my family. 
82. Interacting with all the different people and all the games and fun. 
83. Learning to make things with the children that I didn’t know how to do and friendliness of the staff. 
84. Eating and connecting. 
85. Noah’s Ark. 
86. Songs and Noah’s Ark. 
87. Activities and fellowship. 
88. Spending time with my parents. 
89. Spending time with my daughter and fellowship. 
90. Fellowship 
91. To spend time with mother-in-law. 
92. Seeing my sister-in-law. 
93. Seeing my family. 
94. All of it was good—especially the Wings leader’s story at end. 
95. When they did the Noah’s Ark. 
96. The egg hunt. 
97. Pizza with mom and egg hunt. 
98. Crafts. 
99. The egg hunt / face paint. 
100. My son laughing. 
101. The feeling of love that was being shared. 
102. I like everything. 
103. Face painting. 
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Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. People conversing with other people. 
2. They are very supportive. 
3. For attitude of inmates and as an incentive. 
4. It restores relationships, and bonding with family.  The ladies were really nice. 
5. It brings families together; have good time. 
6. The family is more together. 
7. It gives the inmates and their familys time together.  It’s a special time. 
8. It is fun and, we get to visit with family. 
9. It helps family and friends spend quality time with incarcerated loved ones. 
10. I can see my mama more. 
11. If offers a chance to spend quality time with family. 
12. Keeps the families together 
13. They did a very good job. 
14. I love to be able to spend time with my mom. 
15. It bring families together. 
16. The official was so great.  Keep them hosting. 
17. Gives everybody the chance to feel like a normal person. 
18. It’s fun and it was an opportunity to spend with my family. 
19. It is supportive of the inmates and good for the ones who come to visit. 
20. It is time for each individual to feel the love of family and friends.  It helps the children remember 

something good from the visits. 
21. Family and connection is important. 
22. It builds better relationships with family members and allows them to see how we live and interact 

with volunteers and staff. Family and connection is important. 
23. Good for morale. 
24. Good for the kids. 
25. Good for the kids and parents/grandparents. 
26. It is a relaxed atmosphere to spend time with family. 
27. It’s helpful because they get a chance to need other people. 
28. Spend time with my sister. 
29. So I can have time with my mom and friends. 
30. It keeps family better connected. 
31. This allow people to meet others’ family and to spend a lot of time with them than to be free from a 

lot of stuff. 
32. It’s good. 
33. Live long. 
34. Good. 
35. It’s wonderful for all of us.  Reunification is so important to help us all.  A blessing to everyone. 

Thank you.  God bless you all.  Thanks to the prison staff, volunteers and families. 
36. It is good for the family to see each other. 
37. It’s such a valuable opportunity for families to bond. 
38. It almost feels like we’re at home doing things. 
39. The inmates and families get a lot of information and resources. 
40. It allows families to actually see where and how we live knowing that we are okay. 
41. Is very fun to be able to see my mom. 
42. It’s a way to continue to bond with your loved ones. 
43. We appreciate the services. 
44. It gives inmates and the families hope. 
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45. Of fellowship and witnessing the Lord’s work and Ann’s testimony. 
46. It is important for these inmates to be able to act in some type of normal outside visitation. 
47. Because it helps the family keep bonding. 
48. It keeps families stay close. 
49. It brings us closer to our families. 
50. Relaxing way to be a family. 
51. It is a very good time to talk to relatives. 
52. They are fun. 
53. They are awesome. 
54. It’s a good way to bond with your kids. 
55. It probably makes them feel better about themselves – serving others. 
56. It is good for families and friends to get to see their family at ease. 
57. They are great. 
58. Because of our family 
59. This is the best prison ever for this. 
60. It is a good thing for families to meet and get to know each other. 
61. It brings families together. 
62. I enjoyed it. 
63. It is a nice and good thing. 
64. It creates a stronger bond between the family members and the inmates. 
65. They were very friendly and welcoming. 
66. This allows understanding. 
67. It gives families, parents and children a day together to have fun. 
68. It brings families together. 
69. They get to see our families and us as real people. 
70. Helpful for building positive views for visiting our daughter. 
71. It heals the whole family. 
72. It gives us the opportunity to meet others; socialize. 
73. It gives us the opportunity to spend time with the inmate – not just sit at a table. 
74. It’s a good way to help families bond. 
75. It brings the family together. 
76. They get to see our families and where we come from. 
77. Fellowship. 
78. It’s a fun time. 
79. It makes the inmates happy. 
80. It is a great program and it allows the prisoners to be with their family. 
81. They are lovely, caring, generous and nice people who care. 
82. It’s a good event to bring everyone together. 
83. It is good for the family to have time together talk and play.  Also to make crafts. 
84. It brings people together. 
85. It provides family members a chance to spend time with their inmate. 
86. It helps promote family time. 
87. It is nice to spend quality time with your family and other families during a visit. 
88. Improves morale and brings families together 
89. It boosts morale and gives inmates something to look forward to. 
90. We can spend time with family. 
91. Of family. 
92. Of people seeing their family. 
93. Great message, fun, fellowship, food. 
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94. I had a very good time.  They are very much fun. 
95. The kids enjoy it. 
96. It gives families quality time to spend and rewards the inmates. 
97. It is fun. 
98. They’re a great way for inmates to have fun with their children. 
99. It helps mothers bond with children and family. 
100. The party proves to inmates that there are good, loving people in the world who really care 

about them. 
101. To get a chance to meet other people. 
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I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Prison fellowship and Operation Starting 
Line collaborators’ gifts and books, donated cookies and pizza, and want to tell all 
the sponsors thanks and: 
 
1. Best lunch at a table with family together. 
2. I hope to see and hopefully become a member of this fellowship.  I really enjoyed it.  I loved it. 
3. Hope for them to continue doing what they’re doing.  We really appreciate it. 
4. La familia esta unida, y por que se puede comunicarmas. 
5. Your donations and time are very much appreciated. 
6. They do a great job. 
7. Thank you. 
8. Please continue to have these parties. 
9. Thank the Wings Program for all you do!! 
10. What you do is an amazing gift and so very important.  Thank you. 
11. The time the staff and volunteers spent with us. 
12. Great job. 
13. That I appreciate all they do for us and our families. 
14. Thank God for the time you all took the time out to be a blessing to us.  Thanks for the love. 
15. I enjoyed myself – God bless. 
16. I want to thank ya’ll for allowing me to get to see how my mother is living and spend more than just 

visitation with her and see her smile and enjoy herself with her grandchild. 
17. God bless 
18. Live long. 
19. This was awesome.  Great games, prayers and togetherness; food.  This is truly a blessing. 
20. I see Jesus in all of you. 
21. Have a nice life and let God be with you all the way. 
22. We appreciate all that you do and God bless you. 
23. Continue the good work of God. 
24. I was so happy it was Christ-oriented.  The people were great.  I thank God for them. 
25. You are making a huge difference in these families’ lives. 
26. God bless you. 
27. We had a good time. 
28. All I can say is it was goooooood! 
29. I appreciate all the hard work and time you all put in this party. 
30. We greatly appreciate. 
31. Keep up encouraging work. 
32. May the Lord bless you and keep you.  Luke 6:38 
33. Thanks and me and my family love you for this. 
34. Thanks for allowing me to do this. 
35. I love them for this. 
36. I love them for this.  Thanks so much. 
37. Keep their ministry going – it touches hearts that otherwise may not get any reading material. 
38. Please continue this program. 
39. God bless you all. 
40. May God send you a very special blessing. 
41. The snacks and lunch were great.  Thanks for your contribution! 
42. Continue to encourage people. 
43. Please keep doing an awesome job. 
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44. Have a wonderful time being in the spirit. 
45. Have a safe trip and you are really appreciated! 
46. I appreciate you very much. 
47. Their compassion. 
48. We appreciate your generosity! 
49. Their messages are wonderfully uplifting. 
50. Thanks for a very good time. 
51. I really appreciate it. 
52. This is great. 
53. God bless you. 
54. Thank you – May God bless you very much. 
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I drove ____  one way to come to the party. 
 
 
60, 6, 30, 1,000, 115, .2, 3, 115, 15 230, 237, 1 hour, 200, 112, 10, 75, 1,025, 88, 120, 500,15, 
350, 100, 105, 40, 65, 60, .5  (I rode in the Prison Van), 5, 138, 40, 175, 1 mile, 240, 90, 55 ,  
20, 250+, 7, 20, 125 (but we had to make an extra run to get Granddaughter—normally not that far), 
7-10, 75, 195, 230, flight from Albuquerque, NM.    
  
IDEA SUGGESTED BY GUEST:  Training to behave as a professional upon completing study program, 
education will prepare each trained inmate eligible for parole, confidence and courtesies applicable 
for any work, job, and career. 
 
“There were 110 completed placemats with comments---quite impressive. Most handwriting was legible, 
only a few words were questionable, but I typed as close to verbatim as possible, but to be 
grammatically correct. There were a few corrections---nothing that affected content or meaning.  It was 
moving to do this; the sincerity of their words were touching!  What an awesome day we had! 
 
Again, thank you for accepting me into your wonderful ministry and allowing me to be a part of Wings. 
I was so blessed by being there Saturday and getting to share in touching precious hearts and lives.  I 
shared with my church Sunday morning how truly special our day was.  Thank you for all you do!!! 
 
Love, 
Wanda 
 
 
 
 


