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1st Wings TCRC Alvis House Wings Party  
Comments – Chillicothe, OH  
March 14, 2015 
 
 
Wings For LIFE International hosted its 1st Wings Party/Family Day at the TCRC Alvis House in Chillicothe, OH on March 14, 
2015, in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.  There were 8 inmates, 12 children, 2 teens, 14 adults and 11 volunteers who had 
been approved to attend the party/family day. The volunteers represented 7 different churches from Chillicothe, Columbus, 
and Albuquerque, NM. 
 
Mixer games were played prior to the start of the party.  It’s always wonderful to see people of all ages getting to know 
each other. 
 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings Founder, along with volunteers and children led fun, interactive singing!  Everyone was shaking 
hands, giving high 5’s, and clapping to the various rhythms.  The music section closed with singing Jesus Loves Me and signed 
the words with their hands. 
 
The Bible story was the story of Jesus calming the storm.  Jesus, disciples, a pillow, and a sail all got on costumes and 
everyone else were the wind and waves.  After a violent storm hit the boat Jesus and the disciples were on, with rain and 
thunder, the frightened disciples woke up Jesus and He called out, Be still! the disciples turned to one another and asked, 
Who is this man who can calm even the wind and the waves?  Afterwards we talked about the storm in our lives, but were 
reminded that Jesus was in the storm with the disciples, just like he is in our storms with us. It was a very meaningful Bible 
drama.  
 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, the Wings Founder and Executive Director, tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings 
was created.  She shared that Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens. The Chillicothe Angel Tree coordinator shared about Prison Fellowship and Angel Tree, and the staff from 
Alvis House explained to the families the programming that was available to the residents at TCRC. 
 
During this time the women were busy making St. Patrick’s Day cards, cheerio/pretzel necklaces, and decorated 
bookmarkers. 
 
Dinner was pizza, cookies, and Crystal Light Lemonade.  Lively discussion was held at each group of people, and everyone 
enjoyed getting to know one another.   
 
Everyone always waits for the fun table game to follow the pizza, and since we were celebrating St. Patrick’s Day it was 
appropriate to outfit each mother up in a new St. Patrick’s Day outfit.  It’s always amazing to see how different each outfit 
is, even though each group is given the same supplies. 
 
The party ended in a circle prayer, with everyone holding hands, and being reminded that we are all God’s children and 
Jesus died for each one of us.  
 
Special THANKS to all our donors, including Prison Fellowship, the many Operation Starting Line collaborations, The 1697 
Foundation, and the many area churches and individuals who helped us.   
 
The comments reflect the positive impact of the Wings Party/Family Day. Duplicate comments were not repeated. Special 
thanks to volunteer David Curran who typed up all the comments.  
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I came to the Wings Party/Family Day today because: 
1. I wanted to volunteer to help out my Mom. 
2. My Mom was here and I wanted to have fun. 
3. To see my family and meet people in the community 
4. I wanted to support my granddaughter. Let her know I'm here for her. 
5. Because I love my new family and do anything for my westside girl. 
6. To see and meet more people in the community 
7. Wings volunteer. 
8. I need to get out of a funk! 
9. To show my appreciation and see what it was about. 
10. To support the event. 
11. I was invited to learn about the Wings program. 
12. I was invited. 
13. I wanted to be an encouragement and try to help anyone in need and/or have an ear for someone that needs to talk 

to. 
14. To see my mom. 
15. To participate & spend time w/family. 
16. Was invited by my daughter. 
17. I came to the Wings Party/Family Day where I stayed at my grandma's house. 

 
 
The highlights of the Wings Party/Family Day for me were: 

1. When we came together and sang the songs. 
2. Singing/games with family. 
3. The play about Jesus in the boat. Also the fellowship. 
4. Everything was a lot of fun. 
5. Watching the children make arts and crafts. Doing the play. 
6. The kids. 
7. Seeing the families w/their kids. 
8. It put me in a better mood. 
9. Seeing the residents in a positive happy place. 
10. The testimony of Ann Edenfield Sweet. 
11. Helping family to get back together. 
12. Being with & talking to the women & families. 
13. The bookmarkers.  (Making them during craft time.) 
14. Singing & making bookmarkers. 
15. Enjoyable. 
16. Getting to see the family. 
 
 
TCRC Alvis House officials should continue hosting Wings Parties/Family Days because: 

1. It gives families a chance to see the people that are in prison. 
2. It's so fun! 
3. It gives you faith, good spirits, and time and fun with family. 
4. I think it will help the girls in the facility in the future. 
5. It looked like they all enjoyed it. 
6. It gives others faith and hope. 
7. Maintains positive family relationships. 
8. It’s positive and brings families together. 
9. It’s a fun and inspiring thing to do with you. 
10. It brings the residents into a good situation. 
11. They are encouraging to the incarcerated & lets them know the community cares about their future. 
12. This would help the family. 
13. It is an encouragement for women to know they can make it thru anything they go thru life with. 
14. To have fun and see smiles. 
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15. They are great. Very prosocial & a positive hobby. 
16. Good way to make residents smile and feel good. 
17. They should. It's great for a prison falling into the hand of the Lord. 
 
 
I appreciated the Operation Starting Collaborator books, other gifts, support from Prison 
Fellowship, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
 
1. We all had a wonderful time being around the family. Learning about God/Jesus. You guys should keep on doing it. 
2. May see you next time. 
3. I appreciate the great time we all had. 
4. Thank you for all the fun. 
5. God bless them for what they are doing and trying to change the lives of these women. 
6. Thanks, keep up the good works. Great program. 
7. Their commitment to spending their time outside of their own families is awesome. 
8. Keep doing it! Great job. 
9. This was great for us and we appreciate you and your time. 
10. To keep up their good work! 
11. Thanks for being so kind. 
12. Making my day a good one. 
 
 
 


