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Comments – 10th Wings Family Day  
Guadalupe County Correctional 
Facility  
July 18, 2015 
Santa Rosa, NM 
 

The 10th Wings Family Day was held at the Guadalupe County Correctional Facility on Saturday, July 
18. There were 35 inmates and 109 children and adults who were cleared to attend the Family Day, 
along with 21 volunteers, from 8 different congregations from Albuquerque, Edgewood, and Santa 
Rosa. We were especially pleased to have the music team from the Santa Rosa St. Lima Catholic 
Church lead music for the Family Day. 

The staff at Santa Rosa is always very helpful and welcoming, and we greatly appreciate their support 
and help. 

The volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the party, including making the sub sandwiches 
and PB&J sandwiches. Prior to the start of the Family Day Wings Founder Ann Edenfield Sweet led 
the group in mixer games where everyone got to learn new things about one another. 

Chaplain Zenaida Bridges opened the party in prayer.  We started with the traditional “Praise Ye the 
Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the Santa Rosa St. Lima Catholic Church music team led 
the group in wonderful singing. They had musicians on guitar, trumpet, harmonica, keyboard, and a 
variety of instruments.  They sang Spanish and English songs, and everyone loved them and 
enthusiastically joined in. 

The Bible story was The Prodigal Son, as we were celebrating a late FATHER’S Day.  The father, 
Chaplain Zenaida Bridges, the older son, and younger son were outfitted in lovely costumes.  “Wild 
women”, children as “pigs”, and “card dealers” were also dressed in costume.  The audience was 
divided with half supporting the younger son – “Hi Dad”, and the other half supported the older son 
– “What about me?????”  Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, 
Ann reflected on the story and reminded us that God, our Father, will always come running to us, 
and always welcome us home, no matter how far we have strayed. It was a very meaningful Bible 
drama.  
 
Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that Wings 
For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and returning 
citizens.   
 
During this time the men were busy making Father’s Day cards and other cards and bookmarkers 
with their children and grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out 
of newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone 
creates and makes for loved ones. 
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived and each dinner group decorated one of the 
men in the group with a new tie or bow tie, hat, and some even got new Father’s Day Outfits.  The 
pictures depict the fun, laughter, and joy everyone experienced. 
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The party ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands and being 
reminded that we are all God’s children and Jesus died for each one of us.  

The photo collages portray the energy, fun, and Christ-filled love that was shared by everyone at the 
party.  

The comments below reflect the positive impact of the Wings Family Day. Duplicate comments were 
not repeated.  
  

I came to the Wings FATHER’s Day Family day today because: 
1. We hadn’t visited in over 6 years. 
2. To spend the day with my wife. 
3. I love God and I love meeting other people. 
4. I wanted to be with my husband. 
5. We are with the choir and we were asked to sing. It is our ministry. 
6. I want to support my brother before he returns home. 
7. To check it out and see what it was all about. 
8. To see all the smiling faces. 
9. I wanted to find out more about what they do. 
10. To play music and enjoying the day with other families. 
11. Meet other people. Spread the Word. 
12. I am a Catholic and I believe in God, and I feel close to my son, with the prayers of the families 

that are here. 
13. To visit my brother. 
14. I have been coming to spend time with my mom and her sister for a special day. 
15. To sing with our choir. 
16. To be with my two kids. Have not had both kids in 20 years. 
17. I want to be part of this day to help prisoners enjoy. 
18. I wanted to try something different. 
19. Meet new people. 
20. I was interested to see family interaction. 
21. Ann recommended it saying she wanted as many people as possible. 
22. Because I enjoy Wings and my husband is here. 
23. I wanted to help. 
24. I wanted to come to visit my uncle who I hadn’t in years. 
25. I came because I love and miss my son a lot, and his family always encourages him to be faithful to 

God. 
26. God prompted me even though my family couldn’t make it. 
27. I believe that family is as valuable to good living and keeping family close is what God wants. 
28. I wanted to get some quality time with my family. 
29. I was invited to see my step-dad. 
30. I was invited by my husband. 
31. Spend time with my son, as he is a father. 
32. I came to meet new people and to sing with all of you. 
33. I came to the Wings thing because my mom invited me to see my step-dad. 
34. I wanted to see my uncle and bring his son to see him. 
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35. Choir member. 

The highlight of Family Day for me were: 
1. Bible stories. 
2. Knowing I’m still worth something no matter how much I fail. 
3. Holding hands with my family. 
4. Being together. 
5. Seeing the joy and the smiles when we sang. 
6. The story (play), food, group conversations, and basically a joy for all families coming together in 

prayer. 
7. The reenactment of the story of the father and two sons out of Luke. 
8. Watching the kids have fun. 
9. I got to meet people that cared about me. 
10. Visiting with others and listening to the stories.  
11. Singing and visiting with the families; the food was delicious. 
12. The prayers, the story that the lady shared with us, and the belief that each inmate has. 
13. Laughing, singing and games. 
14. Great. I enjoyed spending time with my family and others. 
15. The children’s faces as they saw their families (dads). 
16. The play and Ann’s story. 
17. That I got to see my brother happy and spend time with him even if it was only a few hours. 
18. The family participation. 
19. Quality time with family. 
20. Remembering nobody is perfect. 
21. Getting to do crafts with my uncle. 
22. The children working with the men and the activities for everyone. 
23. Watching the love between the families and the babies reminding me of mine in days gone by. 
24. The party could be at home! 
25. Talking and hearing testimonies. 
26. Everything. 
27. Spending a joyful interactive day with my son. 
28. Getting together with others and participating with each one. 
29. Hanging out. 
30. Seeing my uncle after so long and watching him interact with his son. 
31. Eating with my son. 
Prison official should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. Super Fun!!!! 
2. Keep a happy environment for inmates as well as reintegrating them into society.   
3. It helps to maintain my family connection. 
4. We get to meet other people, laugh, sing, and talk. 
5. It is a great way for the families to get closer. 
6. Showing prisoner’s that friends, family, organizations and volunteers are there to support them. 

Transiting from prison will require many arms of support. 
7. It’s awesome. 
8. It is a great program for families to interact with each other in a nice setting. 
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9. Because it’s a fun event for families and their loved one (inmate). Help support them. 
10. So they believe in the faith of God. 
11. It helps with inmate moral. 
12. It helps the inmate lift their spirits. 
13. It shows unity with inmates and their families. 
14. It works and reinforces the need and reasons not to come back to prison. 
15. It motivates the inmates to better themselves to attend a family time. 
16. It is a very good experience for all the family. 
17. It helps us interact with our families. 
18. More time to talk with friends and family. 
19. Something to look forward to. 
20. Brings families and even strangers (inmates) together. 
21. It gives us a chance to be with our loved ones and reminds us that our faith will help us through 

these hard times. 
22. It allows family to be together. 
23. It helps prisoners’ become better persons. 
24. Helps bring families together. 
25. It’s a positive atmosphere for the inmates. 
26. Anything that brings humanity back to the families of prisoners is positive and it is lacking in the 

prison. 
27. It is great for the families and encourages family growth. 
28. Helps families cope with their separations and they can visit and connect with each other and 

other families.   
29. They do wonderful and they’re very caring. 
30. The inmates and families need time to be together having fun. 
31. It is important for the inmates to interact. 
32. It benefits the inmate’s families and helps them find about programs that help their loved ones in 

prison and also programs on the outside. 
33. They give the inmate population the chance to interact with their family and loved ones as well. 

All the activities that the volunteers provide are approved. 
34. They bring families closer. 
35. It is good to be able to spend time with your family. 
36. These programs help families and inmates. 
37. It has a positive effect in everyone’s life. 
38. It shows the faith that each individual has. 
39. The interaction between everyone is great. 
40. Family is the most important part of my life. 
I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Prison Fellowship  and Operation 
Staring Line Collaborators’ gifts and books, donated homemade cookies 
and sandwiches, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. I appreciate everything you guys do to bring this wonderful program together. Thank you. God 

bless you. 
2. Well done. Enjoyed. 
3. The best ever! 
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4. Thank your allowing us to spend a special moment with our loved ones. 
5. Thank you, I appreciate everything!  
6. God bless you all always! 
7. The food was great and the cookies were fantastic. THANKS to all the cookie bakers! 
8. Please always pray and support our family. 
9. God bless you. 
10. You are truly a blessing. 
11. Keep up the good work I appreciated it. 
12. Thank you so much. Please continue doing this. 
13. To continue doing this Wings Family Day. 
14. Thank you for the work and for the food! 
15. May the Lord bless and keep you and reward the dedication you show us 100% fold. 
16. May our Lord continue to bless us all for a good and wonderful time! 
17. May God continue to do well in your lives and thank you for loving and caring for us. 
18. Appreciated everything that Wings has done for the family. 

Share something special you’d like to do as a family when your loved one 
comes home. 
1. Clean the yard as a family. 
2. Cook his favorite meal. 
3. Hold him close and be happy that he is home. Give thanks to God for an answered prayer. 
4. Make him babysit. The kid’s mom is his angel. 
5. Spend time with dad. 
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