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The 5th Wings Family Day at the Santa Fe Penitentiary in Santa Fe was held on October 10, 
2015.  There were 13 inmates, 50 adults family members including children, and 25 volunteers who 
signed up to volunteer representing at least 18 different congregations from Moriarty, Rio Rancho, 
the South Valley, Santa Fe, and Albuquerque, as well as with cookie bakers who provided MANY 
dozens of homemade cookies as their ministry for the Family Day. 

The Family Day was held in the visitation room, but prior to the start of the Family Day Ann 
Edenfield Sweet, Wings Executive Director/Founder, lead mixer games outside in the beautiful 
outside garden area.  Tarps, balloons, and a variety of ways to divide the group allowed the people to 
start to get to know one another, and family relationships were already being strengthened. 

The Chaplain Andy Carrillo opened in prayer and then Wings leader Ann Edenfield Sweet led 
“Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a 
Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, got everyone in the mood 
to have a great time and realize that this WAS going to have fun.  Joe Williams, from Victory 
Outreach, led additional songs, while everyone joined the singing with various percussion instruments.  
Sadie Tolino sang “Jesus Loves Me” at the close of the music time in Navajo while everyone signed 
the words and hummed along. The singing was very special and enjoyed by all. 

The Bible story was Jesus in the boat calming the storm.  Chaplain Andy was Jesus.  
Volunteer Don Compton was the pillow.  All the inmates were disciples, and we even had 
some of the disciple’s children get into the boat.  Others formed “the boat” and everyone 
else became the “wind” and “rain”.  The disciples got into the boat, Jesus fell asleep on the 
pillow and soon there was a terrible storm. The frightened disciples woke Jesus up and when 
they shared their fear, Jesus stood up and told the wind, rain and rough seas to “Be still!” 
Immediately the sea was calm and the disciples said, “Who is this who can calm the wind and 
the waves?”  It was a powerful story of God’s powerful and how only He can calm the storms 
in our lives. Everyone found the drama very meaningful and fun. 



Next Ann shared the history of Wings and other ministry opportunities available to family 
members and returning citizens to the adults/caregivers who attended the party. During this 
time volunteers helped the children make crafts, which consisted of cards for loved ones, 
cheerio necklaces, bookmarkers, and newspaper butterflies.   

Next everyone gathered back together as families and groups of 10 where everyone ate and 
shared stories and new memories over pizza, cookies, and punch outside in the garden 
area.  Then everyone quickly cleaned up the food, and soon we were ready for a “Cup 
Stomp”.  Everyone lined up and took time stomping on their cup, seeing who could make the 
loudest noise.  Winners were picked from each group and a final “Cup Stomp 
Championship” was held where the child, teen, adult, and volunteer winners were chose. 

The party closed in the traditional “Closing Circle Prayer”, which was a large circle 
extending around the outdoor area. 

SPECIAL THANKS to all the staff at Santa Fe who were so helpful and caring.  

The photo collages portray the energy, fun, and Christ-filled love that was shared at the 
Family Day. The comments below reflect the positive impact of the Wings Family Day. 
Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 

1. To visit with everyone and grandma. 
2. Spend time with family and get closer to God. 
3. I attended last year’s and it was absolutely wonderful. Wings is the best. 
4. To see my family. 
5. I wanted to volunteer. 
6. I didn’t know what it was. I was being curious. 
7. I love coming to Wings. 
8. To fellowship. 
9. My husband invited me and I am familiar with Wing For LIFE. 
10. This is the time I got to spend time with my loved one face-to-face. 
11. I had never been to one and I love the Lord. 
12. Spend extra time with my family. 



13. I wanted to spend time with my wife and hear and share the Word. 
14. I have been at a party for Wing before with my son at Hobbs Prison and today is to join 

my husband. 
15. I wanted to see my dad. 
16. To see my son. 
17. I wanted to observe and learn from the work. 
18. My son said this visit would be different and more intimate. 
19. To learn and spend more time with my family. 
20. I wanted my family to visit me and learn more. 
 
The highlights of the party for me were: 
1. All of it. 
2. Get closer to God and see my family. 
3. Getting to know the people from different places. 
4. Interacting with loved ones and the play. (Jesus calming the storm.) 
5. Meeting new people and learning 
6. Seeing my husband; seeing Ann Edenfield Sweet, and eating. 
7. The activities that they had and everyone involved and sharing a meal together. 
8. The skit. 
9. Fellowship and eating as a family. 
10. Watching my grandson. Having such a great time interacting in the play. 
11. Being with my family. 
12. When we sat and ate together. 
13. Singing. 
14. Witnessing Ann’s indefatigable energy! 
15. Them sharing the good news. 
16. Participating. 
17. The drama and the play. 
 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. It is fun and we get to be outside with family. 
2. Yes, continue and help us. 
3. Inmates could change their lives by attending. 



4. It’s a great program to see and interact with loved ones and learn about God. 
5. They boost morale. 
6. Yes, families are so important. 
7. Educational. More about God. Great family time and meeting people. 
8. God is great. 
9. It makes us feel human. 
10. It brings families together to bond and gives inmates family time. 
11. The bonding and spread the Word of the Lord. 
12. It reunites families. 
13. It’s good for the inmates and their families to become close and share their faith. 
14. It’s a great interaction for family and it is a learning op. 
15. Brings us to learn about other families. 
16. They were fun and nice. 
17. It is helpful to the inmates. 
18. It seems like a wonderful way to break down stereotypes and enhances dialogue. 
19. Gives great hope. 
20. Brings more people together. 
21. It’s educational. 
 
I appreciate Prison Fellowship, Operation Starting Line collaborator gifts, 
Guidepost Magazines and books; delicious donated homemade cookies, and 
want to all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. Continue doing it. I loved it. 
2. Continue more books. 
3. May God bless them all! 
4. All of it is so appreciated and gives us renewed hope to help ourselves and others. 
5. Please continue to bring us together with our families. 
6. To keep doing God’s work. 
7. May God bless them! May the Lord bless them and their families’ ministries! 
8. Ann and all Wings volunteers, thanks so much for your stories and testimonies and I 

appreciate all the donations. 
9. I appreciate all the hard work they put into it. 
10. All the families appreciate what you do. 



11. We appreciate you. 
12. Keep up the good work. 
13. God bless you in Jesus’ name. 
14. Thanks for having the Wings of L.I.F.E. today. 
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