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The 11th Wings Family Day at the Southeastern Correctional Institution was held on December 5, 2015, in 
Lancaster, Ohio.  Special thanks to First Presbyterian Church of Lancaster, who for the 11th year provided 
all the pizza (and many of the cookies) for the Family Day, under the leadership of Jayne Brook.  Thanks 
to Prison Fellowship, OSL Collaborators, Sugar Bear Pizza, all the cookie bakers, the Rag Tag Worship 
Team, and all the support from local congregations. 
  
There were 93 inmates who invited family members, 5 inmates who sang in the band along with members 
of the Rag Tag Praise Team, 3 inmates who helped with the sound system, at least 12 inmates who helped 
with the beautiful decorations and set-up.  Each inmate invited 3 family members and there were 63 
volunteers who had signed up for the party.  The volunteers came from at least 36 different churches and 
were from all over Ohio and also Albuquerque, NM. 
 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings For LIFE International’s Executive Director/Founder, and volunteers Doug 
Sweet, Jayne Brook, Sandy Foster, and Dana Widener, held an inmate orientation/training for all the men 
who would be attending the Family Day Friday evening. The training went well and it was fun to watch the 
men who were new to Wings start to break out of their shell and participate.  
 
About a dozen inmates were decorating the gym. Every year the men at SCI outdo themselves and this 
year was no exception.  Christmas lights were strung starting at a registration table way down the hall 
from the gym.  The scene certainly didn’t look like a prison! In fact the more we walked, the more it looked 
like a winter wonderland. The water fountain was wrapped in paper and lights and looked like several 
large present.s The entrance to the gym was decorate with a picket fence, topped with snow. and 
hundreds of handmade giant snowflakes in white and blue that were strung across the entire gym ceiling 
which transformed the gym into a beautiful Christmas scene.  New this year were beautiful 3-dimentional 
ornaments in a variety of bright colors which were interspersed among the snowflakes. It was a festive 
place, showing all the preparations that were done to prepare for our special Christmas Family Day. 
 
On Saturday morning the prison staff were prepared for us and quickly processed the team members into 
the prison.  It’s so much fun to see staff year after year – it’s like greeting old friends.  Hugs were 
exchanged by all the volunteers who have also become friends.  
 
Most of the cookies, craft, and dinner supplies had been delivered to the prison prior to Saturday.  So 
quickly the volunteers went to work preparing the overflowing plates of homemade cookies, paper bags 
filled with dinner supplies and “angel decorating materials”, and the craft team set up the cookie 
decorating areas, prepared the frosting and sprinkles, Christmas ornaments, and card making materials. 
 
As soon as the preparation was completed, Ann Edenfield Sweet held a volunteer training to go over all 
the guidelines for the Family Day.  Family members started being processed into the prison and they too 
were part of the orientation.  After orientation, Ann led the family members and volunteers in mixer games 
where people started to get to know one another, and family relationships were already being 
strengthened.  Everyone enjoyed talking to one another and discovering favorite Christmas traditions, 
finding out birth cities, and other information about one another. It was a fun, interactive time. 
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The Chaplain officially opened the party in prayer at noon.  The Rag Tag Worship Team, along with some 
of the inmate praise teamembers, helped lead the joyous Christmas music. The children joined the band 
and were given bells to ring during “Jingle Bells” and some of the fun songs.  “Joy to the World” filled the 
gym, and it truly was a VERY joyous place. We all enjoyed the music so much.   
 
Next the gym was transformed into a Live Nativity.  Mary, Joseph, and “baby Jesus” were chosen and 
dressed in costume.  Next shepherds and “little sheep” (all the younger boys) were outfitted.  The girls and 
their dads were angels.  We also had male and female “wise people”.  One of the two rules at a Wings 
Family Day is that “everyone participates”, so everyone in the audience became “twinkling stars” and 
“angels” who sang out Alleluia.   
 
Everyone participated in the Live Nativity, the story of the birth of Jesus.  Although there were a lot of 
smiles and fun, participating in the story allowed participants to actually think through how it must have 
been 2,000 years ago.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama. One of the Rag Tag members sang “O 
Holy Night” and everyone was spellbound by his beautiful and powerful rendition of this song.  The 
Chaplain closed this special time and helped us to focus why Jesus’ birth is so important to us today. 
 
Next the inmates went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved decorating the cookies, making a special Christmas ornament/bookmarker, and making 
cards.  While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann, and other ministry leaders, had time to 
share about the history of Wings, the Angel Tree Program, special Prison Fellowship programs in the 
prison, OSL collaborations, and Ohio Reentry Director Darryl Graves talked about prison programming 
and reentry initiatives. It was a meaningful and special time for everyone. 
 
Family photographs were taken throughout the party except during the Live Nativity by volunteer Janis 
Smeltzer.  Janis is a former professional photographer who sets up a professional photo backdrop and 
lights in the gym.  Family photos are one of the real lasting highlights of the Family Day, because for once 
the incarcerated loved one is in a photo.  The photos are treasured by both inmates and family members. 
 
Soon the gym was turned into a giant dining room.  A mountain of pizza arrived from Sugar Bear Pizza, 
and circles of 10 people enjoyed the pizza, plenty of delicious homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively 
discussion was held at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of Christmas paper, ribbon, tinsel, and 
recycled “junk” was used to decorate one “Angel” from each dinner group.  Everyone participated in 
decorating their special “Angel”, and soon the gym was filled with gorgeous “Angels” with wings and halos 
of all sizes. Great fun was had by all and everyone participated in the final “Alleluia” cheer. 
 
The party closed with everyone holding hands in two large circles around the gym.  The Deputy Warden  
surprised Wings with a $650 check, which was a gift from inmates at SCI. All the various clubs at SCI had 
made a financial contribution. Ann was very grateful for their generosity and deeply touched.  It’s hard to 
say how many inmate working hours contributed to the very generous gift of $650 when many inmates 
make less than $18 a month.  
 
The Chaplain asked everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died 
for each and every one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for 
great fun and fellowship.   
 
As everyone left the Family Day, the children picked out teddy bears made especially for them by 
inmates. They had worked all year making them and said that they didn’t have any children attending the 
Family Day but it warmed their hearts to see the joy on the children’s faces when they picked out a teddy 
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bear. Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from Operation Starting Line 
collaborators materials were also distributed to everyone. Christmas had come early to SCI and all 
participants at the 11th Wings Christmas Family. 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
Special THANKS to volunteer Dave Whinnem who typed up all these comments!   
 
I came to the Wings Family Day today because:  

1. To see my dad    
2. To help out the ministry  
3. To see my brother    
4. I wanted an everlasting memory with my loved ones  
5. Was asked to volunteer    
6. I wanted my kids to spend time with their father for the holiday  
7. To see my husband    
8. To be with family and interact with them and others  
9. To spend time with my step dad  
10. To see my uncle    
11. I enjoy coming every year  
12. To see my son    
13. Preparing for Christmas during Advent I wanted to make a difference.   
14. The Pope called for a year of Mercy and visiting people in prison is a corporal work of mercy 
15. I wanted to show my brother that he is still cared about on the outside  
16. Family togetherness  
17. To see my family    
18. I like to volunteer and see the happy faces of the children  
19. To see my nephew    
20. Gives me an opportunity to spend time with my mother  
21. To spend quality time with my loved ones  
22. So my son could spend time with his father  
23. Heard about it from my wife & thought it would be a good thing to do  
24. So my kids could spend time with their dad  
25. I was hired to set up the party  
26. Sound engineer for the past 7 years and it’s been fun  
27. To sing in the choir  
28. Invited to play in the band    
29. Seeing the men with their children is truly uplifting and encouraging  
30. Sound engineer  
31. To spend time with my family in a relaxed atmosphere  
32. I wanted to bring our ministry of Camp to the children  
33. To help pass out the teddy bears  
34. To spend time with my mother    
35. Part of staff at SCC-L  
36. It’s a very inspirational program for the inmates and families  
37. I love to spend any extra time w/my family that is possible  
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38. To volunteer to see families come together  
39. For my son to spend time with his father  
40. To see my children  
41. To help hold families together  
42. To get to visit with my kid brother which I don’t get to do much  
43. Bring my grandkids to see their dad  
44. To see my mom and kids  
45. To see my husband and get to know other people  
46. To see my sister-in-law and my daughter  
47. To see my dad who I love and miss so much  
48. To bring my niece to see her dad  
49. Brought my children to spend time as a family with my husband  
50. To spend quality time with my son and grandson  
51. Visit with my loved one & get familiar with the program  
52. My children’s father is incarcerated  
53. I'm a volunteer and want to serve my fellow man through Jesus  
54. To bring my son and daughter to see their dad  
55. I wanted to have a family Christmas  

  
  
The highlights of the Family Day for me were:  

1. Hearing the stories of the inmates and the families  
2. Making cookies with my dad    
3. Getting to feel more like a family again  
4. Seeing the families hug  
5. Making arts and crafts with my daughter  
6. Seeing the kids  
7. Dressing up/prayer  
8. Crafts and the band  
9. Watching the kids play  
10. To be able to interact with others  
11. The Christmas Play  (Live Nativity)  
12. The baby Jesus celebration  
13. Seeing my family play Joseph, Mary and Baby Jesus  
14. Watching the eyes, kisses & hugs on the prisoners and their children when reunited  
15. Arts and crafts with my dad    
16. Lunch with my brother  
17. Crafts with my nephew  
18. Arts and crafts with my kids  
19. Seeing my goofy sister get a bear  
20. Seeing my little brother smile  
21. Watching my daughter do activities with her uncle  
22. Helping the kids decorate Christmas Cards  
23. Crafts and family pictures    
24. The Nativity play and music    
25. Interacting with others  
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26. Family time  
27. Bonding with my niece making cookies  
28. Learning the different programs and watching them do activities  
29. Seeing the families together  
30. Watching the children interact with the men  
31. Having the freedom to move around with my children and doing different activities  
32. See people close some of the gaps that separation can cause  
33. Seeing everyone enjoy themselves with their family  
34. Craft time...watching the fathers engage their children with arts & crafts  
35. Seeing all the people with their family wishing mine could come  
36. Having “dinner” with the family    
37. Family photos    
38. The social aspect and seeing the kids with their dads  
39. Ann’s group discussion  
40. Spending quality time with my grandson  
41. Crafts with my son    
42. Meeting the fathers and their children  
43. Receiving the special bear the inmates made  
44. Fellowship with other families  
45. Good conversation and laughs  
46. Being able to spend time with my family  
47. Listening to the band/music  
48. Seeing the smiles everywhere  
49. The joy in the children’s eyes  
50. Watching the families interactions  
51. Watching my daughter play with her dad  
52. Time as a family, watching the children with their dad  
53. Eating time as a family  
54. Being close to family members  
55. Fellowship, family time, music  
56. Learning scripture  
57. Taking part in the play  
58. Crafts and the live nativity     
59. Sharing a plate of cookies with family  
60. Conversation with my son  
61. Seeing my grandsons spend quality time with their dad  
62. The interaction between the fathers and their children during arts & crafts  
63. Making the cookies with my dad  
64. All the activities  
65. Everything is a highlight, it’s a very special day  
66. Special time with my children  
67. Have fun with my dad  
68. Parents greeting families  
69. Seeing my son and hearing the speaker talk about her own personal experience  
70. Watching my son and his father interact with activities    
71. Spending time with my children  
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72. Praying with members of two families  
73. Spending time with my 2 sons  
74. Watching my son spend time with his kids  
75. The singing  )  
76. Making crafts and sharing a meal with the kids  
77. Sharing in genuine joy  
78. Decorating  and making things with my dad and brother  
79. To see all the smiles and interaction with their kids  
80. Watching the hugs  
81. Spending time with my family wishing I was home with them  
82. Taking pictures and arts & crafts with my dad  
83. Watching my husband be able to be a dad  
84. Giving my son hugs and spending time  
85. The children's happy faces  
86. The inmates participating in the Christmas play  
87. Quality time spent with my father and son  
88. Witnessing the fellowship of families  
89. Soloist singing Oh Holy Night  
90. Quality time with my kids  
91. I got a teddy bear  
92. Spending time with my son in a more relaxed atmosphere  
93. Participating in the play and eating as a family  
94. All the interaction and listening to families talk  
95. When I was a star  
96. Talking and spending time with my dad  

  
  
Correction Officials should continue to allow Wings Family Days in prisons because:  

1. This is a great outreach program for everyone  
2. It is a good thing to unite the families  
3. It mends the gap of families that have not seen each other and a way to spend time together  
4. Keeps the inmates in touch with their children  
5. It helps families feel more like a family instead of a prison  
6. Good for inmates and their families  
7. It's a positive outlet and allows personal time with family  
8. It lets families spend quality time with each other    
9. This is the one day that is special for the families and inmates  
10. It gives hope to families across the state  
11. It is the right thing to do  
12. It makes everyone want to behave and earn it  
13. Good for morale    
14. It allows families to come closer together  
15. It changed my outlook for when I get out  
16. It’s a family opportunity and allows people to see their loved one  
17. Quality time with family  
18. It unites families  
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19. It is a special thing when a father can interact with his son while incarcerated  
20. They need to look up to someone  
21. It is important to both my son and I that we get to celebrate our Savior’s birth together  
22. It brings people together for good reasons  
23. It gives inmates/families positive interaction  
24. Valued time with our families  
25. Not many inmates get this opportunity  
26. It was a refreshing break  
27. It fosters better understanding  
28. It's a great way for inmates to spend time with their families  
29. It’s great to bond with your loved ones and communicate and have a great time  
30. Shows they care about the inmates and their families  
31. It brings joy at the end of the day for everyone  
32. It is healthy for the inmates  
33. The men who attend the Wings program conduct themselves in a more Pro-Social manner than other inmates  
34. It's a perfect interaction  
35. A stress free program  
36. Allowing family to reconnect and repair relationships is pivotal in an inmates successful re-entry into society  
37. It’s good for the inmates be able to visit with family in a good environment  
38. It is a positive influence for all involved    
39. It gives the inmates something to look forward to and is a positive experience  
40. Good for all families to spend time together for the holidays    
41. Program allows prisoners to feel “normal” for awhile  
42. It’s a day of sharing with family and other inmates families  
43. This is my first experience and the atmosphere and fellowship is an inspiration to the inmates  
44. Gives the inmates and family a chance to escape the realities of incarceration  
45. Helps others stay close  
46. It is great for family to see and understand our life in prison  
47. Great way to interact with family  
48. It brings family together    
49. It’s a blessing, awesome program to allow family members to visit and a good time  
50. It allowed the children to see a different outlook on prison as far as how their father is living  
51. It is great interaction for kids and family with inmates  
52. To reward the men that are trying to do everything they can to be model inmates  
53. It’s a great way to keep family ties  
54. It allows families to have one day of a little more freedom than the usual visit  
55. It allows families to bridge the gap  
56. Family support and contact promotes rehabilitation  
57. Family ties are important  
58. It helps keep the family connected and gives us hope of better times to come  
59. It is a great program allowing  families to spend time together  
60. This allows the men to connect and interact with their children and family versus the lack of interaction normally permitted  
61. Interaction with positive energy  
62. It’s great for inmates to be able to spend Christmas with their families  
63. It’s good therapy for the inmates  
64. It gives inmates a chance to separate from regular life and feel like they have a chance  
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65. It helps get families closer    
66. It’s a positive experience for both the inmate and family   
67. So people can see their families  
68. It allows loved ones can share happy & fun moments  
69. It makes a world of difference to those who need this  
70. Gives families hope  
71. It makes everyone happy  
72. The inmates hearts & spirits so need this  
73. It’s a good way for the inmates to visit with their families  
74. It really helps for father & kids to know a little more about others  
75. It’s a great way to meet other families who have a loved one not at home  
76. To help keep strength in families  
77. It's good for the children and families to come together  
78. Normalcy and support of family life  
79. It allows children to have the holiday with inmates  
80. It is a great family environment  
81. Builds respect after meeting families  
82. Gives families the ability to spend time together  
83. Families are important and anything can happen in the blink of an eye  
84. Allows families to come together  
85. Positive impact for families  
86. It provides an important time for families to be able to actually spend constructive time together  
87. It is a great opportunity for some of the stereotype to get diminished  
88. It is beneficial to families to feel normal  
89. The families need this  
90. It’s the closest thing we have to being home for the holidays  
91. It’s a great opportunity for families to bond   
92. It gives us something to strive for  
93. Great for inmates and their families    
94. Because it is a very rewarding special event that encourages inmates to do the right thing  
95. Helps keep families connected  
96. Keeps families together and allows us to be close for the holidays  
97. It's a wonderful antidote to humanity   
98. Gives inmates a chance to meet others  
99. They have a good influence on everyone  
100. It is a blessing to get to spend time with family  

  
  
I would like to thank Prison Fellowship, Guideposts Magazine, OSL Collaborators,  
Cookie bakers, First Presbyterian Church Lancaster, and other sponsors by saying:  
1. Thank you for your time, it means alot  
2. Everything is appreciated  X X X  
3. This day will be remembered and appreciated by our family  
4. Thank you for all that you do (and the cookies were great)  
5. Thank you once again for your time and all that you do  X  
6. You are very much appreciated  
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7. Thank you for providing your time and effort to make this all possible  
8. Keep up the good work  
9. Thank you and bless you for taking time out for us  
10. Thank you for giving my family this opportunity  
11. Thanks for all you do, your time and talents are greatly appreciated  
12. You all are extremely nice and this event is inspiring  
13. Thank you for allowing us to have somewhat of a holiday with or loved one  
14. Thank you from the bottom of my heart and would love to do this again  
15. Thank you for taking the time to show us all there are people who care  
16. Great Job    
17. Thank y'all for taking the time out of all y'alls day to do this  
18. Thank you do much, will continue to pray for you all  
19. Continue to allow the love of God to shine through you and your service to the naked, thirsty, hungry and imprisoned  
20. Thank you for all that you do for the inmates, it means a lot  
21. Thank you for your time and effort    
22. Thank you for you compassion and your thoughts and prayers for us all  
23. This was one of the best family visits I have had in my 4 years of being here at SCC  
24. So glad they are involved and spreading the Good News with this population and their families  
25. Thank you for your kindness  
26. Thank you…please allow significant others to attend, ie girlfriends  
27. Thank you for allowing me to have this special day with my family  
28. Thank you for allowing me to share this moment with my family  
29. Thank you for making our holiday special  
30. This is a very special program, puts a smile on the child’s face as well as the inmate  
31. Make the program longer  
32. Thank you for what you do, I hope to become a part of the Wings For LIFE  
33. Thank you for putting together a wonderful program  
34. Thank you for making my family feel welcomed  
35. Thanks for allowing me a great opportunity to visit with my mom  
36. Thank you so much for helping our family be able to spend time together and feel more like a holiday season  
37. Praise God From when all blessings Flow, for families and friends connecting  
38. For Ann, her passion and compassion w/God’s people  
39. God bless you and maybe one day I could help facilitate as a volunteer  
40. Thank you for taking the time to bring our families together for the holiday  
41. Thank you so much for your generosity and thought behind the day  
42. Thank you for allowing families to interact together  
43. You are awesome  
44. God bless you and thank you for this wonderful moment  
45. Thank you for taking the time to care about the prison inmates and their families  
46. Taking the time to help families & inmates to keep family bond encouraging social skills  
47. Thanks for the opportunity to serve and share  
48. Thank you for letting us enjoy a great time  
49. Thank you for taking the time out of your day to let us spend time with our family  
50. Thank you for everything you do, continue the great work  
51. Thank you for giving us the day to come spend time with the ones we love, miss and care about  
52. Thank you for your help, your service and friendship  
53. I look forward to this every year, it’s the best visit we have  
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54. Thank you for letting us partake in the beauty of families  
55. Thank you for giving us this opportunity  
56. Your help with all of this has made our holidays special  
57. God loves you and so do I  
58. Thanks for giving me this feel of freedom  
59. Thank you for bringing families together  
60. Thank you for your time and making this all possible  

 
Extra Comments:  

I had to take a few minutes to say thank you for all you did today to help the inmates and their families at SCI 
in Lancaster, Ohio celebrate Christmas. I am raising my grandsons while my son is incarcerated there. It 
brought joy to my heart and tears to my eyes to get to see them have the opportunity to bond and interact 
with each other. When we go for a visit we just have to sit at a table in the visiting room. Today between the 
crafts, the cookie decorating, and the songs they got to spend quality time together.  
 
It is heart-breaking to make it through holidays without a family member that you love so much. This made all 
the difference. We were able to have a Christmas celebration and have real family time. I can never express 
how much this meant to us. Thank you to you and all the volunteers that made this possible.  
 
This is a true Christian attitude to be there for the ones most of society wish to forget exist. Thank you for 
remembering they are people too and are loved and missed. Thank God for people like you. This was the 
greatest Christmas gift my son, grandsons and I could have had this year. That has to be a lot of hard work to 
organize these and put everything in place. I just wanted to make sure you knew your efforts were not wasted, 
but are very much appreciated! Merry Christmas! CM  
 
 
As a first timer to this event in our unfortunate situation it was an inspiring event.  While I know a lot of 
girlfriends and wives didn't give the men their time with kids I made sure that I did and I sat back and watched 
my daughter and her dad and it was heart aching because we should be home together sharing these moments 
it was heartwarming to watch not only them, but the other men who have this hard exterior all day because of 
where they are melt into a sensitive human being to take the little time they have to be daddy.   
 
My boyfriend being in this situation has brought us closer together as well as grown our faith in God and his 
healing and strengthening power.  So please let me know if there is anything I can do.   
 
Thank you!  SB  
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