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4th Wings Family Day  
North East Women’s  
Reintegration Center 

FATHER’S Day Party 
                    Cleveland, OH 
                        June 19, 2015 
 
 
The 4th Wings Family Day at the North East Women’s Prerelease Center in Cleveland, OH was 
held on June 19, 2015.  There were 21 inmates and 25 adult family members, 34 children, 12 
volunteers who signed up to volunteer representing at least 10 different churches from Grafton, 
Lorain, Cleveland, Columbus and Albuquerque, NM.   
 
This party was held in the visiting room so when the family members arrived early, the women 
immediately got involved in mixer games and meeting all the volunteers. As soon as the ladies 
arrived, Chaplain Robin Breidinger opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. 
 
The inmate music leaders helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to 
sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s 
the Friend Next To You”, got everyone in the mood to have a great time and realize that this 
WAS a party and that everyone WAS going to have a great time.   
 
The inmate musicians led four of their favorite songs, and everyone participated and loved the 
energy and love that flowed through the room. 
 
The Bible story was The Prodigal Son, as we were celebrating FATHER’S Day.  The father, the 
older son, and younger son were outfitted in lovely costumes.  “Wild women”, children as “pigs”, and 
“card dealers” were also dressed in costume.  The audience was divided with half supporting the 
younger son – “Hi Dad”, and the other half supported the older son – “What about me?????”  
Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, we reflected about the 
message and that God, our Father, will always come running to us, and always welcome us home, 
no matter how far we have strayed. It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  
 
Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.  Others shared about their ministries including a volunteer from Nigeria and a 
returning citizen who now goes into prisons with many ministries sharing his testimony and 
Christ’s love. 
 
During this time the women were busy making Father’s Day cards and other cards with their 
children and grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of 
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newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone 
creates and makes for loved ones. 
 
Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived and each dinner group decorated one of 
the males in the group with a new tie or bow tie, hat, and some even got new Father’s Day 
Outfits.  The pictures depict the fun, laughter, and joy everyone experienced. 
 
The party ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands, bowing in 
prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a special, uplifting 
party, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the 
party was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated. Special thanks to Wings 
volunteer Dave Whinnem who typed up all the comments. 
 
I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. To see my mom. 
2. To spend time with my family. 
3. I liked the program last year. 
4. I really needed to see the woman and love of my life with me and son as a family. 
5. To learn what Wings was exactly about. 
6. My sister is incarcerated and I brought her children. 
7. My daughter invited me to come and bring her son. 
8. To support my daughter. 
9. I wanted to be a part of such an important event. 
10. I love and support my daughter and it's great for her and my grandson. 
11. To see my sister-in-law. 
12. To see my sister. 
13. To allow the children to spend less restrictive time w/inmates. 
14. To see my daughter and bring her daughter, nephew and pregnant niece that she has not seen 

in 4 years. 
15. I attended last year and could not wait for this year’s event. 
16. To visit my sister for the first time in 4 years. 
17. I was offered to sign up to spend time with the kids. 
18. I wanted my family to spend time with the Lord. 
19. I wanted my family to be familiar with the Lord as a family. 
20. I brought my grandson to see his mother. 

 
The highlights of the party for me were: 
1. Spending time with my mom. 
2. Spending time with my mom and being able to do crafts. 
3. The stories from different people. 
4. Craft time with my son to spend "our time". 
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5. Singing and eating together as a family. 
6. The music, crafts with my girls and the skits. 
7. Spending time with my family in a positive setting with God first. 
8. The testimonies from the Wings Volunteers. 
9. Seeing all of the moms with their children. 
10. The songs. 
11. Spending time with the family.   
12. Having everyone participate and show love. 
13. The singing and the crafts. 
14. Seeing the family together and spending time together. 
15. Being able to see my Aunt after so long. 
16. Being able to hug my boys. 
17. Crafts and the Bible story. 
18. Interaction with everyone. 
19. Being able to meet other people. 

 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days 
because: 
1. Allows us to spend time with our family. 
2. Helps make our visits more fun to see who you are visiting. 
3. Family time. 
4. Enlightenment for different people's stories. 
5. Brings families together. 
6. It gives the inmates a chance to be with our children and share memories. 
7. It helps a family feel like a family even for a few hours. 
8. It’s a time for fellowship and time to bond with our family. 
9. A positive way to bring families together with God first. 
10. Not only did  I enjoy spending time w/my daughter in a relaxed setting, but it was nice to be able to 

meet and spend time with other parents/inmates. 
11. Helps families get closer. 
12. It brings families together in quality time. 
13. We get to have quality time with our families. 
14. It is so uplifting. 
15. It is good for family to interact together. 
16. Allows families to maintain relationship and religion which helps create a support system. 
17. It is great to trust in God and all family needs God in their life. 
18. It brings closeness & we learn simple lessons that pertain to all of us. 
19. It’s a great way for families to bond. 
20. It helps build offender moral and promotes healthy relationships between families. 
21. It gives opportunity to bond and meet other families going through the same thing. 
22. It encourages family to bond through God. 
23. It is really nice to praise the Lord with my daughter by my side. 
24. It is good for families and inmates to interact with each other. 
25. Promotes family bonding. 
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I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Prison Fellowship and 
Operation Starting Line collaborators’ gifts and books, donated 
cookies and pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. God Bless. 
2. We all appreciate it. 
3. Please continue what you are doing because it helps us so so much. 
4. I really thank you for bringing us the chance to enjoy our loved ones. 
5. This is a positive organization that should be available to all inmates. 
6. I love Gospel. 
7. This has a big impact. 
8. Continue helping families. 
9. Please continue the program so that everyone has a chance to learn about themselves and others. 
10. Continue to be a blessing to everyone you come in contact with. 
11. Keep doing good…It MATTERS! 
12. You are amazing. 
13. Thank you so much and hope this is able to continue. 

 
I drove_______ miles one way to come to the party. 
6,15,29,20,30,35,38,49,45,60,68,70, 159, 164, 180, 330, flew from Albuquerque, NM 
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