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The 3rd Wings Family Day at the Noble Correctional Institution was held on December 6, 2015, in 
Caldwell, Ohio.  Special thanks to the staff at NCI for all their hard work preparing for the Family Day, 
baking some of the delicious homemade cookie, and thanks to the volunteers who helped. 
  
There were 28 inmates who invited family members, 4 inmates who sang and played in the praise band, 1 
inmate who helped with the sound system, and many inmates who helped with the beautiful decorations 
and set-up.  One very gifted inmate artist painted many beautiful murals, including the spectacular Mary 
and Joseph nativity scene.  This inmate had also spray painted pumpkins with beautiful Christmas scenes on 
them. 
 
Each inmate invited 3 family members and there were 5 volunteers who had signed up for the party.  The 
volunteers came from 4 different churches and were from Cambridge and Columbus, OH and also 
Albuquerque, NM. 
 
This was the first Wings Family Day held on a Sunday, but the prison staff were prepared for us and 
quickly processed the team members into the prison.  Most of the cookies, craft, and dinner supplies were 
already in the chapel so quickly the volunteers went to work preparing the overflowing plates of 
homemade cookies, paper bags filled with dinner supplies and “angel decorating materials”, and the craft 
areas were set up to make Christmas ornaments, photo frames, and card making materials. 
 
As soon as the preparation was completed Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings For LIFE International’s Executive 
Director/Founder, held a volunteer training to go over final details. Family members started being 
processed into the prison and they too were part of the orientation.  After orientation, Ann led the family 
members and volunteers in mixer games where people started to get to know one another, and family 
relationships were already being strengthened.  Everyone enjoyed talking to one another and discovering 
favorite Christmas traditions, finding out birth cities, and other information about one another. It was a fun, 
interactive time. 
 
The Chaplain officially opened the party in prayer.  The inmate praise members lead the joyous Christmas 
music. The children joined the band and were given bells to ring during “Jingle Bells” and some of the fun 
songs.  “Joy to the World” filled the gym, and it truly was a VERY joyous place. We all enjoyed the music 
so much.   
 
Next the chapel was transformed into a Live Nativity.  Mary, Joseph, and “baby Jesus” were chosen and 
dressed in costume.  Next shepherds and “little sheep” (all the younger boys) were outfitted.  The girls and 
their dads were angels.  We also had male and female “wise people”.  One of the two rules at a Wings 
Family Day is that “everyone participates”, so everyone in the audience became “twinkling stars” and 
“angels” who sang out Alleluia.   
 
Everyone participated in the Live Nativity, the story of the birth of Jesus.  Although there were a lot of 
smiles and fun, participating in the story allowed participants to actually think through how it must have 
been 2,000 years ago.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama. The chaplain reflected on the Live Nativity 
and helped us to focus why Jesus’ birth is so important to us today. 
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Next the inmates went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making a special Christmas ornament, a picture frame for their family photo, and making 
cards.  While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann, and Warden Tim Buchanan had time to 
share about the history of Wings, the Angel Tree Program, special Prison Fellowship programs in the 
prison, OSL collaborations, and Ohio Reentry Director Darryl Graves talked about prison programming 
and reentry initiatives. It was a meaningful and special time for everyone. 
 
Prison staff took family photographs throughout the party except during the Live Nativity.  Family photos 
are one of the real lasting highlights of the Family Day, because for once the incarcerated loved one is in 
a photo.  The photos are treasured by both inmates and family members. 
 
Soon the room was turned into a giant dining room.  A mountain of pizza arrived and tables of 10 people 
enjoyed the pizza, plenty of delicious homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each 
table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of Christmas paper, ribbon, tinsel, and 
recycled “junk” was used to decorate one “Angel” from each dinner group.  Everyone participated in 
decorating their special “Angel”, and soon the room was filled with gorgeous “Angels” with wings and 
halos of all sizes. Great fun was had by all and everyone participated in the final “Alleluia” cheer. 
 
The party closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the room.  The Chaplain asked 
everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every 
one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
As everyone left the Family Day, the children and adults picked up church flyers, Guideposts magazines, 
books and materials from Operation Starting Line collaborators. Christmas had come early to NCI and all 
participants at the 3rd Wings Family Day and the 1st Wings Christmas Family at Noble. 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
Special THANKS to volunteer Dave Whinnem who typed up all these comments!   
 
I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. To see my dad and spend time with him.    
2. Family means everything. 
3. To have a memory of joy with my family (and thought there would be wings too.) 
4. To see my son. 
5. To see my brother-in-law. 
6. I wanted to have a Christmas celebration with my stepdad. 
7. To see my spouse. 
8. To spend time with my family.  
9. To spend time with my loved one. 
10. To celebrate Christmas with my son.  
11. To see my pap pap. 
12. To spend time with my husband. 
13. To spend time with my daughter. 
14. The fellowship with my family and other families. 
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15. My family and I enjoy being together for the holidays. 
16. So my son could have quality time with his kids. 
17. Great opportunity to spend time family and meet new ones. 
18. To spend time with children and their father and feel normal. 
19. Allowed a different form of visit than used to. 
20. To find out more about the Wings program and spend quality time with my brother. 
21. To spend time with my children/family. 

 
The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 
1. Seeing my great grandson and grandson participate with each other. 
2. Coloring with my dad. 
3. Seeing everyone. 
4. Being able to spend time with my son. 
5. Bible story. 
6. Performing for the kids & families. 
7. Watching my kids play with their uncle. 
8. The nativity scene and making crafts. 
9. Watching my daughter and her step dad spend time together doing crafts/laughing. 
10. Eating with my family. 
11. Seeing my daughter be able to spend quality time with her father. 
12. Hearing the speaker tell her story. 
13. Sharing stories with other families and bible story. 
14. Doing the crafts, singing. 
15. Crafts. 
16. Spending time with family. 
17. The Christmas play and the amount of time the children spent with their fathers. 
18. Seeing my daughter laughing and playing with her father. 
19. Seeing the smile on my daughter’s face. 
20. Crafts with my Dad. 
21. Watching my daughters get to do more with their dad than just sit and talk. 
22. Being able to be involved in the play. 
23. Being in the play, singing songs, Wings stories and being able to talk to the warden. 
24. Story of the birth of Jesus because everyone was able to be involved. 
25. Watching my son spend quality time with his kids. 
26. To see a smile on children’s faces and the play. 
27. Meeting new people and sharing stories. 
28. Seeing my babies smile because they don’t get to see their dad everyday. 
29. Hearing the stories about Wings and other experiences. 
30. The inmate/child interaction and the testimony of the head of Wings, very powerful. 
31. All the kids singing and Ann's testimony. 
32. The costumes, fun activities and meeting other families. 

 
Correction officials should continue to allow Wings Family days in prisons because: 
1. So people can spend time with loved ones. 
2. It gives us something to look forward to. 
3. It is a great chance to really feel loved and the time given to express our feelings. 



4 
 

4. It shows they care. 
5. It allows family to spend quality time. 
6. It provides much needed "fun" time for children and parents. 
7. Our families are missing too much already. 
8. It gives us something good to look forward to. 
9. Helps families grow closer. 
10. It is important at this time of year to be with family. 
11. Good info for families on program options. 
12. Loved visiting and meeting new people. 
13. It is nice being able to do family things together. 
14. It helps promote family unity. 
15. Children need to spend time with their fathers. 
16. Great program that is Christ centered. 
17. It is good for the inmates. 
18. People get to sit down and talk/meet other people in the same situations we are in. 
19. Strengthens family bonds. 
20. It gives inmates time to spend with loved ones without a lot of restrictions. 
21. Important for children to spend quality time with their incarcerated fathers. 
22. It is a good incentive to inmates who are trying to do the right thing. 
23. Brings families together for the holidays. 
24. So people can see their family because they make memories. 
25. Great program for families. 
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