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2nd Wings Family Day  
Lea County Correctional Facility 
Mother’s Day Theme  
Protective Custody & General Population 
May 2, 2015 
 
 
Wings For LIFE International hosted its 2nd Wings Prison Family Day at the Lea County Correctional 
Facility on May 2, 2015, in celebration of Mother’s Day.  There were 125 inmates, 468 children and 
adult caregiver/family members who had signed up for the party for a total of 648 including staff.  
There were 9 volunteers who were registered from 9 different churches in Albuquerque, Lovington, 
Hobbs, Thoreau, and Artesia. There were an additional 15 volunteers who were regular staff at LCCF 
but who volunteered their time. 
 
THANKS to everyone for making the extra effort to make this Family Day so special for so many! 
 
This Family Day was special and unique for several reasons.  First, musician Wayburn Dean flew in from 
Grand Rapids, Michigan to do a yard concert for all the men who wanted to attend from both the 
general population as well as the Protective Custody unit.  It was a gorgeous day, with a good breeze, 
which made the 80 degree weather very comfortable.  Wayburn sang almost a two hour concert, with 
his wife and songwriter, Janae, challenging the men to turn to God for their strength and help.   
 
The concert was especially touching as Wayburn is originally from Hobbs, and mother, father, niece, 
several other family members and members from his parent’s church also attended the concert.  His 
father had fallen and broken a hip, so although he was in a wheelchair, he said he wouldn’t have 
missed the concert.   
 
All the men seemed to thoroughly enjoy the concert.  One inmate said he hadn’t heard such a concert in 
32 years!  Another man walked up to Ann Edenfield Sweet and said that he had heard her speaking in 
1998.  When he said he remembered when she told him to always taste the food before seasoning it 
with salt and pepper, especially when on a job interview, she knew he really had heard her talk!  What 
a surprise. 
 
After the concert some of the Wings team went to a store and in the parking lot, a total stranger came 
up to Ann Edenfield Sweet, thanked her, handed her a twenty dollar bill, and said that she had 
attended a Wings Family Day a few years earlier in Santa Rosa and that it had meant so much to her 
family.  We will never know the full impact of a Wings Family Day and the far outreach it does have. 
 
On Saturday, May 2, the team arrived early.  The LCCF staff were very kind and helpful and about 15 
staff volunteered to help.  They were given pink t-shirts, so between the jade green shirts of the Wings 
Team and the bright pink shirts of the prison staff, it was a colorful event.  There were also quite a few 
inmates who eagerly pitched in to prepare homemade cookie platters, bags filled with placemats, 
paper plates, cups, napkins and pencils.  Others divided up old newspaper, colorful napkins, tissue 
paper, paper plates and curling ribbon, for the families to decorate their moms at the end of the family 
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day.  Craft tables were prepared for the inmates and children to make Mother’s Day cards, 
bookmarkers, cheerio necklaces, and butterflies. 
 
Since there were so many family members who needed to be processed to get into the meeting rooms, 
Ann started doing mixer games.  It was quite the challenge as the PC group was in one room and the 
General Population group in the larger of the two rooms.  A speaker was set up so the announcements 
could be heard in both rooms, but Ann and the volunteers were running back and forth between the 
rooms making sure all was running smoothly. 
 
It took a while for all the inmates to arrive, so it was with great joy that we watched the family reunite, 
hug, and beam with joy as they greeted their loved ones.  Often a child would race to dad and jump in 
his arms, and it was such a joyous reunion. 
 
Once all the inmates arrived, Chaplain Wayne Brazil opened the Family Day in prayer. The inmate 
praise band is fabulous and helped lead the singing. The traditional Wings songs – Praise Ye the Lord, 
and Shake a Neighbor’s Hand were sung with gusto and great joy. The children were invited to come up 
front to help lead the songs and play the percussion instruments, and everyone had a great time. 
 

Ann led the Bible story of Noah and the Ark.  “Noah”, “his family”, “the ark”, “the rainbow” and the 
“many assorted animals” were picked. Everyone else became the “wind” and the “rain”.  Noah built the 
ark, his family members and two kinds of all the animals on earth joined him, and yet as Noah looked 
out, he saw the slow turtles trying to get to the ark in time.  Everyone called out to the turtles and finally 
they made it to the ark before the 40 days of rain and wind flooded the earth.  Finally the rain 
stopped, Noah sent out the doves to look for new growth, and they returned with a green leaf in their 
beaks.  Those doves sure flew around and flapped their wings!!! God’s promise to Noah was fulfilled 
with the beautiful rainbow above the earth, and everyone was reminded that God will even wait for 
the slowest turtle to come to Him. It was a powerful interaction of a Bible story.   

Next the family members heard Ann share the history of the Wings and other ministry leaders talked 
about their ministries and opportunities available to family members and returning citizens. During this 
time the men and their children made crafts, which consisted of Mother’s Day cards and bookmarkers 
for loved ones, beautiful newspaper butterflies, and cheerio and pretzel necklaces. It was fun seeing 
everyone wearing the cheerio/fruit loop necklaces, and having so much fun.  

Everyone enjoyed conversation over pizza, cookies, and punch.  Once everyone finished eating one 
mother from each group of 10 was decorated in a new Mother’s Day outfit.  Great fun was had 
decorating all the moms and then a fashion show was held, with the mom’s modeling their new outfits. 

The party ended in a huge circle prayer around the two rooms with everyone holding hands and being 
reminded that we are all God’s children and Jesus died for each one of us.  

Special THANKS to all our donors, including Prison Fellowship, the many Operation Starting Line 
collaborators, One Hope, The 1697 Foundation, Guideposts Magazines, Biblica, Child Evangelism 
Fellowship, the many area churches and individuals who helped us, and all the cookie bakers who 
baked at least 250 dozen homemade cookies. 
 
The comments reflect the positive impact of the Wings Family Day. Duplicate comments were not 
repeated.  Special thanks to Lindsay Waite who was the photographer and took so many family 
photos.  We hope that most families got their photo taken and that they are included in the photo 
collages from this Family Day. 
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I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. My Mom. 
2. To see my son. 
3. To see my family. 
4. I was invited. 
5. Spend time with my Daddy. 
6. My brother was going to be there. 
7. To see my Dad. 
8. I wanted to see my Dad. 
9. I wanted to see my son. 
10. I wanted to see my loved ones. 
11. I would get to visit and be with my Family. 
12. To have a family day with my son. 
13. To visit my son. 
14. I have my son here. 
15. I have my brother here. 
16. I want to spend time with my family. 
17. I wanted to spend time with my loved ones. 
18. It was to visit family. 
19. I wanted to have a stronger relationship with my family when I am released from prison. 
20. I was coming to see my Uncle. 
21. I haven’t seen my uncle for a long time. 
22. Visit. 
23. To visit my Mom and Dad. 
24. My son is here. 
25. It gave us an opportunity to see our family. 
26. Invited. 
27. My son is an inmate here. 
28. I wanted to spend the day with my loved ones. 
29. To hang around with my family. 
30. My family and I wanted to see my son that we have not seen in a year. 
31.  I have not seen my brother in close to 3 years, I live far and regular visits are not enough. 
32. To see my husband. 
33. My Daddy is here. 
34. I haven’t seen my Daddy in a month. 
35. I love Wings stories. 
36. Need family time and eat together. To be with my son. 
37. I wanted me and my kids to visit. Spending time with my brother. 
38. I wanted to visit my brother and this is a great opportunity. 
39. I see my brother-in-law and it sounded fun. 
40. I wanted to celebrate Jesus w/ my son. 
41. To visit with my family. 
42. I wanted to spend time with my baby. 
43. I wanted to be with my grandson. 
44. It is important for family. 
45. To visit my primo. 
46. See my grandson. 
47. To spend time with grandkids. 
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48. I wanted to spend time with my brother. 
49. Spend time with my family, visit my brother. 
50. To spend and enjoy time with my son. 
51. I wanted to see and spend time with my brother. 
52. I am an inmate at LCCF here. 
53. For family day and to meet new people and see my son and share some pizza. 
54. My son invited me. 
55. Came to visit my husband. 
56. To visit my grandpa. 
57. To visit my father. 
58. To have family time with my son. 
59. To see my family from out of town. 
60. I missed visiting my uncle. 
61. I like to spend time with my uncle. 
62. I have family time with my grandson. 
63. I love being with my Daddy. 
64. To see my family, and to enjoy what you are doing for us prisoners. 
65. My son asked me to come. 
66. To visit my brother and enjoy a meal. 
67. My son ask me to come and join him. 
68. I love to spend time with my family. 
69. Visit with my cousins. 
70. To see my stepson. 
71. I wanted to see my son. 
72. Daddy. 
73. My husband. 
74. My son and support of Wings. 
75. Visit loved ones and Friends. 
76. Because every moment together is a blessing to be cherished w/my husband. 
77. It was a chance to spend time with my wife and fellowship. 
78. To help serve. 
79. To help out all the families. 
80. Help serve, spend time with extended family. 
81. To be together as a family. 
82. It was an opportunity to be family with fewer restrictions. 
83. I was looking forward to seeing my wife and granddaughter. 
84. To have fun with family. 
85. I have attended many and enjoy them. I got to enjoy time with my brother. 
86. Wanted my Dad to spend time with his grandkids. 
87. I thought we would get hamburgers and hotdogs. 
88. I needed to see my family. 
89. My son Victor. 
90. I wanted to visit with my kids and family, they came from Albuquerque. 
91. Miss my brother. 
92. Came to see my cousin Shawn and spend time with him. 
93. I wanted to visit and have a good time with my Dad. 
94. God made it happen. 
95. My son invited me to come. 
96. To spend a blessed time with my brother. 
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97. My Dad is here. 
98. I wanted to be with my son. 
99. To spend time with family in a less confined environment. 
100. I wanted to spend time with my husband and children. 
101. I wanted to spend time with my family and pray with them. 
102. I came to spend time with my stepdad. 
103. My family means everything. 
104. To spend quality time with my family. 
105. To enjoy time with my family. 
106. I miss my grandpa. 
107. I wanted to visit my grandpa and have fun. 
108. I needed to see my son. 
109. My brother. 
110. I was invited by my brother. 
111. I was invited by my uncle. 
112. To see my uncle Chris. 
113. Worship team. 
114. Praise band members and rec workers. 
115. I wanted to spend time with my wife and have a real good time. 
116. To see my nephew. 
117. I came to visit my father. 
118. My family was so blessed to make it, all the way from Santo Domingo Pueblo. 
119. To visit and socialize with family. 
120. My son is an inmate. 
121. To spend time with brother-in-law. 
122. I wanted to hang out with son. 
123. To spend quality time with nephew. 
124. Visit. 
125. Wanted to have a different visit experience. 
126. To spend time with my loved one (brother) and to praise the Lord together. 
127. To see my grandson. 
128. To see my Tio and to eat. 
129. To be with my kids and see where my son lives. 
130. To see my family and Jesus Christ. 
131. It’s a great opportunity to see family in a fun and games environment. 
132. I truly believe God is restoring my family. 
133. I love my son. 
134. We were invited and blessed. Thank you. 
135. I was invited to come by my father and I couldn’t turn him down. Would love to see him like this 

again. 
136. My older brother. 
137. My great uncle. 
138. My brother is an inmate in this prison. 
139. Bring family together. 
140. Is nice to visit with family and fellowship. 
141. Got to visit my brother and bring my mother. 
142. Pona estar un tiempo agrable con mi esposa. 
143. To serve family and inmates. 
144. To be with my baby brother Gilbert Rhode. 
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145. To be with my whole family. 
146. I love my brother and wanted to spend time with him as a family. 
147. Brother visit and praise the Lord. 
148. To pray and spend time with my brother. 
149. Brother means everything to our family, we believe in God and are thankful for Wings to bring 

our family together. 
150. The opportunity to spend time with the family. 
151. My father-in-law invited me. 
152. My cousin is here. 
153. My husband invited us and I’ve heard a lot about the program. 
154. Learn more about the program and visit my brother. 
155. Fellowship. 
156. I can bond with my son. 
157. My son told me he thought we would enjoy this type of visit. 
158. I wanted to see my Mom and Dad. 
159. I came to see my son and very excited to know Jesus is using your ministry. 
160. I love God and wanted to see family. 
 
The highlights of the party for me were: 
1. I got to see my cousin and brother and the food. 
2. To see the smile on his face and to praise God together. 
3. I enjoyed all the activities. 
4. Being together with my family. 
5. Seeing everyone happy to be with their loved ones. 
6. Spending time with my family. 
7. Getting to meet different people. 
8. Singing. 
9. Making a rainbow and singing. 
10. Eating cold pizza. 
11. Spending time with loved ones with no restrictions (no hawk eyes). 
12. Being with my son and Grandson. 
13. Making my son laugh. 
14. To be able enjoy my family without being stuck at a table. 
15. The lady talked too much. 
16. Eating with my family. 
17. All the events. 
18. Having fun with my family and friends. 
19. Seeing my daughter. 
20. Seeing my father. 
21. See and spend time with him. 
22. Seeing my family all together. 
23. The food and games. 
24. Being a part of a play and putting stickers on my uncle. 
25. Drawing on my uncle and laughing. 
26. Catching up on my last time. 
27. The music and sharing. 
28. Everything was nice. 
29. All of it. 
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30. The arrival of my family. 
31. Very nice to be here with my family. 
32. Seeing my uncle and pizza. 
33. Visiting my brother and seeing him happy. 
34. Being able to mingle and hug my son. 
35. Kicking it with my family. 
36. Seeing my son and enjoying the music and praying. 
37. Every minute of it. 
38. I was able to spend the day with my son meet his friends he hangs out with. 
39. Happies being with my loved ones. 
40. Awesome. 
41. Seeing his face when he walked in. 
42. Spending time with my mom and eating pizza. 
43. Noah’s Ark. 
44. We have much fun. It was so spectacular. We loved it much. 
45. Seeing my brother. 
46. To hug my nephew and quality family time. 
47. See and meeting new people. 
48. Blessed to unite with different cultures.  
49. Family time. 
50. To see my loved one and hug him and eat with him and the band was great. 
51. Noah’s play. 
52. The interaction amongst all our people. 
53. Spending time with my cousin Shawn. 
54. Getting to see my dad walk in the room. 
55. Participating. 
56. Seeing my son and hearing the worship. 
57. The music and family. 
58. Visit with son, music, eats. 
59. Being with son. 
60. Seeing how much fun everyone was having, laughing, smiling. 
61. Was to see my uncle that I haven’t seen in 2 years. 
62. Getting together. 
63. Noah’s Ark, eating, and socializing. 
64. Seeing my stepdad and spending time with family. 
65. Seeing my family. 
66. Seeing my wife and grandkids. Being able to be close and hug my grandkids. 
67. The band. 
68. Arts and crafts. 
69. Seeing my grandpa and going on stage. 
70. It was a family thing. 
71. Seeing my little brother. 
72. Eating. 
73. Getting to have contact visits with my brother. 
74. Being able to see my uncle face-to-face. 
75. My highlights were getting to see my uncle. 
76. My son spending time with him and our family. 
77. Praise and worship. 
78. Watching the families sit and visit with each other and other families. 
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79. Seeing other families happy together and having a good time. 
80. When we finally ate I was hungry. 
81. Everything. 
82. #1 hearing about Jesus and seeing my son. 
83. Seeing my son and my mother the first time I walked through the doors. 
84. Family, inmate interactions. 
85. Seeing my nephew. 
86. Too many to list them all. 
87. Being with family. 
88. Pizza and cookies. 
89. Music, praise and storytelling. 
90. To visit in a family friendly environment. 
91. Visiting my loved one. 
92. Everything. 
93. Being able to hear the praise and worship. 
94. See my grandson. 
95. Being able to hug my son for as long as I wanted. 
96. Christian setting. 
97. Activities. 
98. Seeing him smile. 
99. Of course visiting my son but also able to visit my nephew. I especially enjoyed the music. 
100. It was great seeing my parents and the pizza and cookies. 
101. I enjoyed my visit with my son and will continue to pray for you all. 
102. Being able to eat, talk and spend time as a family. 
103. Seeing my son spending time w/ family. 
104. Getting here on time. 
105. Getting to have a meal with my dad. 
106. When we were doing arts and craft, he explained how he made necklaces. 
107. Seeing my son spend time with his children, sister and cousin. 
108. The quiet time that came with the meal when I could have a real visit with my son. 
109. Seeing my son and sharing with others. 
110. Seeing stepson. 
111. Hugs from our son and getting to talk with him. 
112. The visit with my son. 
113. Meeting the families of some of my friends and spending time with my Mom and Dad. 
114. To see my family and to praise God. 
115. Just to join as a family and to get along and to love. 
116. Activity with family. 
117. Be able to spend time with loved ones. 
118. Inmate visit. 
119. Wife and pizza. 
120. Seeing my husband and pizza. 
121. Getting to sit and talk to my brother and eat with him. 
122. Seeing the family. 
123. Praying with him and the play. 
124. The play and the praying. 
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Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. People conversing with other people. 
2. They are fun. 
3. They allow us to be with our family together. 
4. Yes. Good. My family’s good. Very good. 
5. I don’t know. 
6. It’s good to see family in a different setting. 
7. We had a good time with my brother and finally go to see him and visit for quite some time. 
8. They are good and they deserve it.  
9. I want to see my son more often. 
10. We need to spend more time with loved ones. 
11. I want to see my loved ones. 
12. I would want to keep seeing my family. 
13. We get to be with family and meet people. 
14. To bring the family together. 
15. It gives an opportunity to share smiles, love, and appreciation with our family because we don’t get 

it often. 
16. It is an opportunity to be with our loved ones as a family. Since we hardly get to spend this quality 

of time together. 
17. It is good for morale. 
18. It’s a wonderful and entertaining event, and being able to spend time with family and friends. 
19. It is great for morale. 
20. It brings families together and have a stronger relationship when released from prison. 
21. It’s a good time to reunite. 
22. It’d help to bring families together more often 
23. I can see my son. 
24. Love. 
25. It provides a positive day in their life during a time in their life when it is most needed. 
26. It brings family and friends together. 
27. It helps the guys here and gives them hope. 
28. It helps keep inmates. 
29. It’s great for families. 
30. Family time and food. 
31. This was a wonderful event. It would be great for this event to happen again. 
32. It’s a great way for families of the inmates to interact with each other, and other families also 

seeing God all together with us all under the same roof was special. 
33. It was fun. 
34. It can help kids to get to know their Dad better. 
35. It brings people together. 
36. It’s fun. 
37. Only time to get together and eat with entire family. 
38. It’s fun and important to spend time with loved ones. 
39. Give us opportunity to reconnect with the loved one that’s incarcerated. 
40. It is an awesome experience for both the inmate and family. Gives the inmate a chance to be 

normal again. 
41. Happy people are more cooperative. Also there is no supplement for family. 
42. Jesus is very good for us all. 
43. It is a great event. 
44. There was a good turn around. 
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45. This was great very relaxed atmosphere unlike other visits this visit was like a party. 
46. I feel it would boost the morale of both family members and the incarcerated person. 
47. This helps inmates. Nephew was very excited. This was awesome for morale. 
48. It was awesome. 
49. It makes the family closer and have a lot of fun. 
50. It means a lot to us to have the opportunity to be able to spend time with our loved ones. 
51. It was a good time meeting new people today. 
52. God bless and keep up the good work try to have more Wings Family Days.  
53. It is fun and lets me and my family spend time together. 
54. I really like this Wings Family Day. It is good for me and my family. 
55. It makes inmates happy and also their families. This is going to be something I won’t forget and look 

forward to more. 
56. It was a more relaxing place to visit and enjoy the day with your family member. 
57. It’s great to have families and kids to spend time with us locked up. 
58. It provides a place for inmates to meet parents of other inmates. 
59. The gathering provides time and be less constrained and more relaxed. 
60. Nice to have family together and also being around other families. 
61. It brings everyone together and are happy to be with their family. 
62. I feel it is very beneficial for the inmate and family to spend quality time. 
63. It’s the best time to be a family and get closer to God. 
64. It will get people closer to God, their family, and kids.  
65. To get closer to God and be a good family. 
66. Valuable family interaction. 
67. It is very helpful with brings families together. 
68. It’s entertaining. 
69. It promotes healthy relationships 
70. It’s something awesome and I really appreciate & enjoyed for letting us prisoners be with our 

families. 
71. It gives the inmates a positive reason to behave. 
72. Helps morale for family and inmates. 
73. It was an awesome day. Hope to come do this again soon. 
74. Yes, because they do a good job. 
75. Inmates need community interaction. 
76. Good family time. 
77. Good times. 
78. It is a good way for families to be together and meet new people. 
79. It’s the only time my Mommy allows me to visit Daddy. 
80. I had fun with Daddy. 
81. They are fun. 
82. It works! 
83. This is such a great way to bring families together.  
84. Everyone is a human being and needs to be hopeful and loved by God, friends, and family. God 

turns bad to good.  
85. It is an awesome thing. Is for us and our families.  
86. I think it gives not only family by inmates a better foundation in family life. 
87. It’s great to see the smiles on everyone’s faces 
88. To be together as a family and watching Warden Wriggly. 
89. It helps attitudes - everybody’s. 
90. It’s a good thing. 
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91. Nice way for families to bond. 
92. It reminds us all how it feels to be a family and be “normal”. Reminds prisoners of the good. 
93. It’s a great experience. 
94. I love today. This was something my family needed and we would love to have another day like 

this. 
95. I’m always hungry. 
96. It promotes unity and family. 
97. It helps keep family together. 
98. Good memories in prison. 
99. It helps families feel like families. 
100. This is a great program for inmates. 
101. To help keep families together in these trying times. 
102. It’s a good program for keeping family together. 
103. It encourages the families to be together. 
104. It’s good for family to be together. 
105. It gives the inmates a chance to feel normal.  
106. It will help with inmate interaction with other people, and make them get their mind off bad 

things. 
107. It is good for inmates and family and the morale of inmates goes up. 
108. It brings family together to understand that family and God is important. 
109. If inmates are treated like family then that helps with discipline with in the facility. 
110. It gives us hope. 
111. It gives us a chance to spend time with my brother, and eat and pray together like a family. 
112. It helps out a big family like ours to come in all at once and see my brother that should be at 

home. 
113. Family days are vital to inmate health and family relationships for a healthy rehabilitation. 
114. Families are important. 
115. It brings us all together and we don’t have to sit in the visiting room. We can walk, talk, and eat 

together. 
116. It lets family get together and have fun. 
117. It brings many families together to enjoy a great day of fellowship and we also get to spend 

time with our loved ones. 
118. You can move around with family. 
119. So all the family can come together. 
120. It is good for the inmates to have this time with their families and loved ones. 
121. It’s not the regular visit routine. You can actually get up and move around with family and do 

activities. 
122. It was nice to see all the family’s having fun. The ladies were nice.  
123. It’s a lot of fun and it’s nice to see all the families together. 
124. To see old inmates with their families. 
125. It’s nice to meet people from different places. 
126. It’s fun and meeting people. 
127. Did a good job. 
128. It think it is a great experience for all family members. Gives inmates a chance to serve family 

members instead of family waiting on them. 
129. It brings family together. 
130. Closer family relationships. 
131. It brings families together and gives time to refresh my family. 
132. It was great and got to see my Dad. 
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133. It is good for the families and helps to make them closer. 
134. It brings up family and inmates.  
135. Because it helps family be together and connect with Jesus. 
136. It’s family and get to interact with family. 
137. I believe it was a great thing for the inmates and their families. The joy on the faces of others is 

always worth it. 
138. We all hug. To be as close as we can with our family most of all in these days. 
139. Let’s us be closer to our loved ones. 
140. Gives us something to look to do with our son. 
141. The family can stay closer. 
142. Get to spend more time and get to meet other guests and inmates.  
143. We get to see our family and meet other people and inmates. 
144. Got to spend more time. Get to meet other guests and inmates. 
145. It brings peace and less anxiety. 
146. It reunites me with my family. 
147. We get closer to our family with love. 
148. Brings out the good spirit of convicts and family. 
149. K la prision deberia tener esta clase de eventos para convivir un tiempo con mi familia. 
150. It’s therapeutic. 
151. It is a good thing for inmates and their families. 
152. It gives us a chance to associate with other families. 
153. It promotes family closeness. 
154. Getting to be with family. 
155. The inmates can be closer to loved ones. 
156. Inmates feel close to loved ones. 
157. Gives us a chance to meet other families, and get to know each other. 
158. It brings us closer. 
159. It is all good for the inmates and families. 
160. It allows us to keep our ties with our family and re-unify us. 
161. It gives us the option to spend family time. So they know our families are still here for them. 
162. We get to interact with our loved ones and can spend time with all of them. 
163. It’s nice to see all the different people and enjoyed prayer and Bible study. 
164. It helps family unite. 
165. Help family. 
166. Very enjoyable. 
167. It’s a lot of fun. 
168. It’s a time when family gather up together and have fun. It’s amazing to have your family back 

to how it was. 
169. Was good to be together with family we loved much. 
170. Por que las familiars se unen con los prisioneros. 
171. Fellowship. Thank you very much for this day. 
172. The fellowship with one another. 
173. Seems fun for the families. 
174. It is a very good program. 
175. History has taught us that family time is important. I feel that having family time is important. I 

feel that having family time is important for everyone. 
176. It gets families together. 
177. Brings families closer together. 
178. Give a meaning to those here. 
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179. To know prisoners are God’s children. 
180. Special bond with family, friends, and other inmates. 
181. We enjoy seeing them. 
182. It brings families together and gives us the opportunity to spend time with each other, and we 

don’t have to stay sitting the whole visit. 
183. It has brought family together and all the smiles. 
184. It’s a positive movement for parents, siblings, loved ones, and CEO’s. 
185. I would be the best because we would spend time with our loved ones. 
186. It’s a good host because it’s a time when family gets a chance to gather with our beloved one. 
187. Families can spend more time together. 
188. It is good for inmates to visit with family. 
189. It is good to build family ties. 
190. It gets me out of the pod. 
191. It gives the families a time to be together as a family. 
192. See my son more and it’s a good program. 
193. I enjoy being with my dad and doing activities with him. 
194. It makes everything good to see all of us inmates having a good time with family. 
195. It builds morale and the inmates get to feel closer to family and feel more normal. 
196. I had fun doing the act and it makes the inmates happy to see their family. 
197. I think it helps everyone know they are not alone and people do care. 
198. It is a fun program. 
199. It is important for inmates and families to spend time together, eat together, and pray together. 
200. This gives a chance to spend time with our loved ones and bring closer together. 
201. It makes people happy and gives the prisoners a chance to enjoy themselves. 
202. It’s really fun for families. 
203. It lets us get closer to families. 
204. They took our family visits and this is the only family time allowed. 
205. It’s fun and nice. 
206. It’s really fun for everybody’s family.  
207. It is good for inmates. 
208. We love to eat pizza and cookies and visiting our family. 
209. It is a good opportunity to fellowship with family and others. 
210. It is a good fellowship and you get to spend time with your loved ones. 
211. Thank you for all you do.  
212. It’s good for the families and it brings us closer.  
213. A good time for family interaction 
214. It brings families closer together and helps build a good support system for their release. 
215. It brings family together and we make new ones on the way from the family around us 

throughout the Wings event. 
216. The connection to family and meeting new people. 
217. This helps the men that are here and families. 
218. Because it helps inmates morale 
219. Many inmates have children attending. I think this is a great way to interact with them!  
220. We love to see family and love praising God. 
221. It’s good for the inmates to get out and be happy and just warm the soul, and help them out. 
222. Help inmates communicate with a community. 
223. Gives us something to do with our loved ones. 
224. It gives us time to spend with my husband.  
225. It brings families together and allows a good time. 
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226. To spread the Word of God so family can listen together. 
227. It gives the families more support for their loved one. 
228. It makes me want to do good to be with my family soon again. 
229. The family had fun. 
230. We all had a good time. 
231. Me and the other family enjoyed the day! It’s a blessing from the Lord! 
232. It gives inmates and family a chance to visit in a more humane manner. 
233. Inmates socialize more with society. 
234. I get to see my nephew. 
235. Made it more like a family gathering and shared a meal with my son. Although I would like to 

cook for him. 
236. Needs to be more like Church. Needs to have sermon, and more praise and worship to many. 
237. They will start having smaller scale events. I wish it was more of a family church event, like they 

did in Santa Rosa. 
238. Great program. Better in a smaller scale. More family church events would be awesome. 
239. Family can be joined with the inmates. 
240. I love any chance to see my brother. 
241. Spending time with family is important. 
242. It’s more than just a visit. It’s a closeness with your family. 
243. Families enjoy the time together. 
244. It gives families a time to spend with inmates in a relaxed setting. 
245. It’s a blessing, I enjoy it! 
246. Good to meet new people. 
247. It brings healing to the family. It is a very relaxed atmosphere. 
248. It puts smiles on the children’s face because they can interact with their father. 
249. It brings families together in a Christian based setting. 
250. They are good for the families. 
251. They did a very good job of it. 
252. It was fun for the families. 
253. It is one of the few times when multiple family members can all visit at the same time. 
254. Benefits families and prisoners. 
255. Scripture sound, “What you do to these is as if done for Christ”. 
256. It’s good to be with family at a different level of visit. 
257. We can all bond. 
258. It actually brings families or at least my family closer together. The freedom experienced 

through this visit is a blessing. 
259. We really appreciate it. It shows they really care about families. 
260. Gives more visit time. 
261. It was great! 
262. Sure it could be a tool to invest in God’s kingdom. Inmates need Jesus their salvation is at hand. 

Someone has to bring the message. 
263. Helps keep family ties. 
264. It brings families together since they took family visits away. Brings good conduct of participants 

as well. 
265. Families are able to reconnect with loved ones. 
266. Yes. 
267. As an inmate it meant a lot to be and share with my family. 
268. Encourages visiting between others. 
269. Helps improve morale. 
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270. We will have longer visitation time with him. 
271. It went good. 
272. It allows us all to come together and interact with others. 
273. It gives my family and I a chance to see my cousin Shawn. 
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I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Prison fellowship and Operation Starting 
Line collaborators’ gifts and books, donated cookies and pizza, and want to tell all 
the sponsors thanks and: 
 
1. I appreciate this very much. 
2. Yes. 
3. It’s greatly appreciated. 
4. We should do it again. I appreciate it. 
5. You are good people letting us join. 
6. To redo it. 
7. To do it again. 
8. Do it again to be with my family. 
9. Looking forward to more events like this. Thank you all for all your hard work and time. 
10. All their hard work and dedication to make this happen. 
11. Thank you for doing a great job. 
12. You did a great job and we all appreciate it very much! 
13. I hope you return. 
14. Great job please do it again. 
15. Good luck. 
16. The donations are greatly appreciated and made a wonderful day. 
17. Thanks a lot. 
18. Have some more get togethers 
19. Warden and staff. 
20. Hope to see you all again soon! God bless. 
21. Was greatly appreciated. We are all blessed to have been part of today’s celebration. 
22. I had a blast. 
23. God bless you all for all the help you all are doing. 
24. Love you guys. 
25. Yummy. 
26. Keep the faith in our families. 
27. Have as many Wings Family Days as possible. 
28. You are amazing and deserve to be greatly recognized. 
29. Thank you. 
30. God bless. 
31. God bless you all for the fellowship and for caring. 
32. God bless you all!!! 
33. Truly awesome. 
34. Thanks again. 
35. I am thankful for everything they sponsored. 
36. We enjoy the time we had the food was good. 
37. God bless and keep up the good work try to have more Wings Family Days. 
38. Thank you for this. 
39. I really appreciate what they did. So I thank them again for doing this. 
40. Thanks again for the great day. 
41. I appreciate they time and money they spent to get this done. 
42. Thank you for taking your time to provide your time to make this a special occasion. 
43. Hope to do this again soon and thanks very much. 
44. God bless you all. Thanks for the opportunity. 
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45. Thanks for everything. God bless you all! 
46. Thank you so much. 
47. What you do means a lot to us. 
48. Thank you. God bless you. Have a blessed day. 
49. Thanks, may God bless you. 
50. Keeps everyone focused. 
51. Very greatly appreciated for time and donations. 
52. Your time and donations are greatly appreciated. 
53. Good job. 
54. Thank you for realizing and treating our family members as people and not a number. 
55. God bless you for making a difference in so many lives and being God’s light. 
56. God bless you all! 
57. Was one of the most awesome days of my life to be with all these people and see them. 
58. Thanks to Warden and staff! 
59. Please continue. 
60. To not give up hope and continue to bless other with hope. 
61. We appreciate you. 
62. God bless and keep them. 
63. God bless them for all they do. 
64. We appreciate the time together with our brother. 
65. Thank you and I really appreciate it. 
66. Thank you. without your help this would not be possible thank you, thank you. 
67. We are blessed to have people like you in the world! 
68. May God bless you for your generosity and love you don’t know how much this means to us! 
69. God bless, you gave us a chance to be with a loved one. 
70. Please keep these days up. 
71. May God bless you for all you do! 
72. Thank you for everything. 
73. Thanks to all that put it together it was real for y’all to do. 
74. Hope to see you all again and God bless you all. 
75. Do it again, it’s a good thing! 
76. May God bless you greatly. 
77. I appreciate it. 
78. God bless you very much. It’s such a blessing. 
79. God bless you all for all you do. I pray there is more of these kind of visits. 
80. Thank you, won all our hearts. 
81. How happy this event has made us. 
82. Just a lot of thanks. 
83. Thank you for the great work and hope we get to do it again. 
84. God bless you thank you! 
85. For all their work - appreciation. 
86. Keep doing this. 
87. Very appreciated. 
88. Please keep up the wonderful work. Amen. 
89. Hope to see you again. 
90. We really appreciate what you guys are doing for our loved ones that are locked up. 
91. Really thank all of them for letting me spend time with our loved ones. 
92. Thank you for sharing your time with us and our family God bless you! 
93. All the people having fun. 
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94. Thanks for your work. 
95. Thank you, enjoyed my day with my son. 
96. Thank you for all we appreciate that you have done. Thanks. 
97. I appreciate all the sponsors. 
98. Keep up the good work. 
99. I enjoyed it very much. 
100. Please continue to have these events. 
101. God bless always. 
102. We enjoy the praising and being together with family. 
103. We really appreciate everything for our children and family. 
104. May God bless you all many blessings! 
105. It’s a great blessing for us all to come together and bond. 
106. The pizza is great and the cookies. 
107. Thank you very much for the love and support you show to us inmates. 
108. Take care. 
109. Continue with the Wings Family Days. 
110. It is extremely appreciated. This is a very memorable experience that some of the people do 

not get a chance at. 
111. It was very nice. 
112. Thanks for the food. 
113. We appreciate all that you do for our families. 
114. Thank you, you have brought me and my loved ones closer.  
115. Keep doing this please. 
116. We appreciate all you do for the inmates and family. 
117. Thank you for all you do. 
118. To keep doing what they are doing. 
119. Thank you for the pizza and cookies. 
120. You are all greatly appreciated. 
121. Appreciate it and thank you guys for everything. 
122. Please try to continue as often as possible. 
123. I hope to do this again soon. 
124. Keep up the good work. 
125. Thank you and God bless everyone! 
126. God bless you for everything and thank you. 
127. May our Lord Jesus be with them and their family too. 
128. We hope to see you more in the months to come. 
129. Hope this type of events happen more often. 
130. Keep doing it. 
131. What a blessing to all who received! 
132. I appreciate them very much God bless you! 
133. Their work is appreciated. 
134. Keep doing what you do to bring so much joy and happiness to everyone involved. 
135. May they be blessed abundantly. 
136. Let’s do it again. 
137. Have a good blessed day. 
138. To please continue the program. 
139. What a blessing it was to us. 
140. Appreciate all your efforts. 
141. I am thankful for it. 
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142. We appreciate all you do for us on this day. 
143. God bless all of you that made this happen today! 
144. That Domino’s pizza is super yummy! 
145. Bless you all. This day with our loved ones wouldn’t have been possible without you. 
146. I am really thankful you put this together so I can see him for a longer period of time. Thank 

you! 
147. Try to allow more visit time without games.  
148. I will see my friends and family what a good day it was. Just show him how much we love him 

and glad he’s home. 
149. My Mother and Grandmother they have continued to stand by me thru my trials and tribulations. 
150. I would like to stay out and spend a Mother’s Day with my Mother and Grandmother instead of 
always being in prison. 
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I drove ____  one way to come to the party. 
 

150, 125, 180, 300, 30, 432, 450, 550, 500, 502, 400, 420, 330, 350, 75, 73, 600, 63, 60, 80, 

100, 431, 130-200, 200, 140, 250, 70, 22, 35, 323, 349, 90, 5 hours, 2 ½, 470, 275, 73, 85, 170, 

21, .5, 715, 20, 240, 350, 340, 389, 620, 640, 85, 84, 160+, ½, 3 hours, 122, 5, 4 hours, 290, 187, 

3 ½ hours, 238, 110, 350, 10, 750, 280, 145, 15, 700, 135, 375, 470, 420, 3, 276, 800, 300+, 

120, 5 hours, 95, 97, 390, 480, 2, 5 hours, 360, 125, 560. 

 

Additional Comments: 
Hi Ann, 

Below are my thoughts.  
 
As you know, I taught (as a volunteer) at a Maryland prison in the 1990s for 3 years (1 semester class 
per year).  Then, I became a public defender toward the latter part of my legal career and worked on 
post-conviction cases. That meant I visited all of the Maryland prisons and one federal prison since my 
clients were already incarcerated.  In both of those contexts, I was able to learn about family visits and 
inmate morale. 

I was very impressed with the Lea County Correctional Institution's willingness to allow such a large 
event with inmates and their families.  I saw a lot of positive interaction, smiles, and joy.  These kinds 
of visits are unprecedented (from my perspective) because it was such a large crowd and I know the 
prison officials and correctional officers had very reasonable security concerns. 

In my experience as a practicing attorney from Baltimore, Maryland, the norm for family visits means 
at best sitting across from an inmate in a large room with close visual supervision by officers and - if 
allowed - one or two opportunities to hug.  This is never a normal situation, especially for children of 
visitors and I believe it is inhibiting to any kind of meaningful interaction since time frames are also 
limited.   Other visiting situations - such as behind glass (for maximum security) - or via video camera 
(where there is no ability to meaningfully interact) - are even more of a strain for the families. 

To me, providing a sense of normality - and thus hope - is always a good things for those incarcerated.  
Recidivism is generally fairly high (my research shows as an employee of MATCH New Mexico, a 
mentoring organizing with a primary goal of preventing high school dropout and a secondary goal of 
reducing incarceration rates).  When inmates can be released with some positive feelings and hope -- 
and, most important - with family support - that is good for them and society as a whole. 
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It is my view that the Wings Family Days are an important part of providing hope and faith to the 
inmates and their families.   It allows the children and the spouses-parents-other relatives to have a 
period of time to interact closely with their loved ones in a positive setting where there is trust shown 
from the correctional facility staff and administrators.  The creative projects and Bible stories allow 
them to work together on projects that are fun and meaningful and open lines of communication.   

To me, all of this not only reinforces or develops faith, it provides hope for a better future and is a step 
toward healing family relationships which may have been damaged by the inmate's crime and/or 
incarceration. 

I think the Wings for Life Family Days are a wonderful contribution to the prisoners and their 
families.  I can only see positive results emanating from these Family Days.  I am unaware of any other 
programs that allow such close interaction and structured positive activities so that families and their 
inmates can strengthen their commitment and love and faith. 

I was pleased with all of the help the inmates in the PC room offered with Wings staff to set up the 
activities, serve the food, and distribute the art supplies and Bible story costumes.  There was also a lot 
of help from the men in the General Population group that were such as help to us.  The inmates 
seemed genuinely pleased to be working with Wings volunteers to have a good day with their families.  
 
I saw so many smiles - an experience that I rarely saw when practicing law in Maryland when I was 
interviewing my clients in prison - often in the same room where family visits occurred (depending on 
the prison).   
 
I am hopeful that the Wings Family Days can be offered in more of the correctional facilities. This will 
benefit the inmates, their families, and the correctional facilities.  Faith will be developed or restored, 
positive reinforcement to avoid receiving infractions is emphasized, and most important, a feeling of 
faith and hope can remain with the inmates after their family parts.   

I am happy to be part of Wings and help with these inspiring events. 

L. W.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


