
Wings Father’s Day Family Day  
Southern Correctional Facility – Level 2 

Las Cruces, New Mexico  

06-06-15 

Ann Edenfield Sweet and several Wings staff and volunteers met with the men on June 5th to 
share the history of Wings and what to expect.  After the orientation the men seemed very 
excited about the upcoming event scheduled for the next day.  

There were 44 children, 55 adult, 31inmates, 16 volunteers, and 14 Correctional staff who 
were registered to attend.  The volunteers came from16 congregations and volunteers also 
represented Prison Fellowship, Kairos, Kairos Outside, a Catholic program and Prison Family 
Services (hospitality house on prison grounds). 

This Family Day was held in the gym so when the family members and inmates arrived early, 
everyone got involved in mixer games and meeting one another.  

Club Name Date 
Started 

Club Mission 

Health Club 7/21/14 To better deal with integration positive attitude, better social skills maintain, repair 
relationships with family and physical improvements.  

Yoga and meditation 6/16/14 To assist other inmates in how to deal with stress by using yoga. 

Southern Circle 6/16/14 Positively support inmates mentally, emotionally and spiritually, reduce recidivisim. 

C.O.R.E./C.Y.A. 
 
Concerned Offenders 
for Rehabilitation and 
Education/Community 
and Youth Awareness 

7/2/14 Educate ourselves in the areas of healthy living, family bonding, skills development 
successful re-entry into the community, non-violence and a drug free life style 

VIP 
Veterans in Prison 

7/21/14 Help the Service members of the Armed Forces that are in Prison. To find information 
and resources that will assist their Mission in Life. 

Christian Brotherhood 7/23/14 Our purpose is to help members with their commitment to change.  With the Christian 
Based Philosophy; members will learn the steps needed to live a successful and 
productive lifestyle. 

The Band Club 1/15/15 To provide the opportunity to develop the fundamentals on how to play an instrument 
and how learning to play an instrument can be therapeutically beneficial to one’s self. 
 



 

The Family Day started 30 minutes early so each of the club leaders could talk about their 
various clubs.  Everyone enjoyed hearing about the mission of each club, and hearing from the 
Presidents of each club.   

There were several goals involved in having the club leaders talk: 

1. Educate the family members, other inmates, and volunteers about the opportunities 
available for club membership. 

2. Give the men a chance to enhance their leadership and speaking skills. 
3. Hopefully family members will encourage their incarcerated loved one to join one or more 

of the clubs. 

After the club leaders finished sharing about their clubs Chaplain Ron opened the Wings Family 
Day in prayer. 

The inmate praise team leaders helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side 
stood up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a 
Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, got everyone in the mood to have a great time and 
realize that this WAS a party and that everyone WAS going to have a great time.  Everyone 
participated and loved the energy and love that flowed through the room through the music, 
and we closed with all the Navajos and Native Americans in the room leading us in “Jesus Loves 
Me” in Navajo while we all signed the words.  It was a powerful time. 

The Bible story was The Prodigal Son, as we were celebrating FATHER’S Day.  The father, 
Chaplain Ron, the older son, and younger son were outfitted in lovely costumes.  “Wild women”, 
children as “pigs”, and “card dealers” were also dressed in costume.  The audience was divided 
with half supporting the younger son – “Hi Dad”, and the other half supported the older son – 
“What about me?????”  Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and 
fun, Chaplain Ron reflected about his own ‘prodigal son’.  He reminded us that our Father, will 
always come running to us, and always welcome us home, no matter how far we have strayed. 
It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Other volunteers from Kairos, Kairos Outside, a Catholic ministry and staff from the 
Hospitality House  shared about all their programs and encouraged the family members to get 
involved in programs on the outside and to encourage their loved ones to get involved in the 
programs on the inside. 

Sports and 
Entertainment 
Club 

1/15/15 Provide fellow inmates with an exciting fun way to communicate with people of fame. In 
creative writing the inmate will be able to ask for autographs in respectful ways. 

*Group of the Free Arts Waiting  



During this time the men were busy making Father’s Day cards and other cards with their 
children and grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of 
newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone 
creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived and each dinner group decorated one 
of the men in the group with a new tie or bow tie, hat, and some even got new Father’s Day 
Outfits.  The pictures depict the fun, laughter, and joy everyone experienced. 

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting party, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful 
the party was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Family Day because: 

1. I felt my family deserved it. 
2. Spend some time with my son. 
3. Ann told me I had to play a part in a skit.    
4. To be with family and friends.   
5. My grandson invited me to come. 
6. I wanted to see my dad. 
7. Brother-in-law visit. 
8. To visit my son. 
9. I brought our kids to see dad. 
10. It gave me time be with my family. 
11. It’s a great opportunity to visit our loved one a more open environment. 
12.  It was a great family time. 
13. I wanted to spend time with my son. 
14. I went to the first one and enjoyed it. 
15. It’s my mom’s anniversary. 
16. My brother is incarcerated. 
17. My son invited me. 
18. I missed my family and wanted to share Christ with them.  
19. To see Turtle pig. 
20. I brought his daughter. School’s out and we could come visit and hear my son play Christian 

music. 
21. I brought my granddaughter to see my son, her father. 
22. The Lord opened the door for me to see my daughter after 11 years. 
23. My son is here. I brought his son and daughter. Also to support him and this great program. 



24. To visit my son and support this great day and program that brought many together in 
Jesus’ name. 

25. I wanted to worship God with my family. 
26. I love my husband, and my family. I want to see us succeed and have and a happy future 

together. 
27. I was OK and a member of a club. 
28. To visit my Borski 
29. First time seeing my son and touching him for the first time in over a year and a half. 

The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were: 

1. Making necklaces with my lads and spending time with my wife. (happy face) 
2. Fellowship with families and inmates and volunteers. 
3. Seeing the residents spend time with their families. 
4. Getting to see my grandson and being able to hold and hug him. 
5. Seeing the families interact and all the positive vibes in the room. 
6. The bible stories and talking with my dad. 
7. To see my son and talk with him in person. 
8. Seeing young families connect. 
9. The activities. 
10. Was to spend time visiting with my son and family. 
11. Seeing people I haven’t seen in a long time. 
12. The plays and art and crafts. 
13. Interaction. 
14. It was great to be able to visit loved one and listen about the great different clubs. 
15. When we actually got to visit.  
16. Play with the hand clappers. 
17. Pizza. 
18. The children so happy to see their dads. 
19. Playing guitar for my daughter. 
20. Seeing my dad after 11 yrs. 
21. Everything! 
22. Art and crafts with my daughter. 
23. How the program put God first to help everyone. 
24. Ann E’s story. 
25.  Games and skit and also the storytelling. 
26. Happy future together. Seeing my son and his dad spend time together. 
27. Spending time as a family. 
28. Being with all my family and spending time with my babies for the first time. 
29. Being able to see my relationship with families and being to touch them without getting 

tackled and frisked. 
30. Talking with and getting hugs from all. Watching grandson with arts and crafts. Time 

together with pizza and cookies. 



31. Being with my family on more relaxed room. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days 
because: 

1. It helps keeping families united. 
2. It gives inmates hope by bringing families in to let them know someone cares. 
3. The inmates enjoy the program. 
4. It can strengthen family’s relationships. The fun, games, and activities. 
5. It gives residents time to bond with families and gives them a treat about  a new 

environment when they get out. 
6. Promotes a positive environment for inmates. 
7. Indeed, good for the soul! 
8. It gives us an opportunity to hear stories about the bible and visit with our family as well as 

get to know how the Lord is helping them in prison. 
9. Keeps families talking. 
10. It was fun 
11. It’s very helpful for the inmates 
12. It’s very good for family-based systems. 
13. It brings families together. 
14. Seeing family and friends visit and learn and experience. 
15. These programs are vital and the inmates need to see their family members. 
16. We got to learn and understand each other in certain ways. 
17. Promotes good behavior in inmates. 
18. Conjugal visiting no longer available. 
19. The inmates have a goal. 
20. They promised them to us when they took away our family visits. 
21. It’s fun! 
22. I would love to see my family more often. 
23. Both the families and men need  to spend more time with family members.  
24. It inspires family members and inmates to want to change their lives. 
25. It involves family more. It brings them together and it unites them. 
26. It’s a good way for families to get back together and reform bonds. 
27. Opening door for fellowship. 
28. It seemed like a very, very positive day.  And I know it took everyone to make it work. 
29. Many were brought together in a very good way. 
30. Families matter. 
31. It allows families to come together in a fun productive environment. 
32. It gives us moments in life with family. 
33. It gives us inmates something to look forward to and to maintain clear conduct so we can 

see our family!!!!! 
34. It’s a great inspiration for inmates to have something to look forward to and also will help 

keep them out of trouble, and they get quality time with their families. 



35. It’s nice to spend time with loved ones. 
36. It promotes positive things for families. 
37. It’s a great way for family to worship and spend time a comfortable environment. 
38. Brings some peace and some comfort. 
39. Because the inmates are still human regardless of what they’ve done. It was a beautiful 

experience. I had anxiety coming here, but within 15 minutes I quickly forgot about it. It  
felt no different than being a barbeque with my own family at home. 

40. It allows inmates to reconnect with our family. 
41. It is a great opportunity for families to spend time together and learn about Christ. 
42. It will strengthen family support. 
43. It was good for the children. Got to introduce them to good people in here so they won’t 

worry so much about me.  
44. It brings families together and helps the inmate think about the future. 

 

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Prison Fellowship and 
Operation Starting Line collaborators’ gift and books, 
delicious homemade cookies, pizza, and want to tell all the 
sponsors thanks and: 

1. I hope they keep doing what they do. 
2. They were all delicious!  I sure ate a lot of cookies 
3. We appreciate everything and hope to see this happen again. It is great rehabilitation for the 

inmates. 
4. It was fun. 
5. Keep up the good work. 
6. God Bless. 
7. Good job to all who planned today. 
8. You make a difference. 
9. I hope you continue to do things like this for families. 
10. You all did an awesome job! 
11. Just thank you. We really enjoyed ourselves. 
12. Thank you all and God Bless you and also the inmates that preformed. 
13. I pray for them and their family and to thank them for telling us a little about the Bible. 
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