
 

 

 
The 2nd Wings Family Day in a Level 4 prison was a Father’s Day event at the Southern 
Correctional Facility that was held on June 5, in Las Cruces, NM.  This Family Day was special for 
several reasons:  It was held in Level 4 and there was only one family who came.  

Special thanks to Gregg Marcantel, NM Secretary of Corrections, Jerry Roark, Director of NM 
Adult Prisons, and all the staff at Southern Correctional Facility, who had the courage to trust 
Wings leaders with the second prison gathering in the United States at a Level 4 facility.  

There were 15 inmates who were cleared to invite family members to come to the Family Day. 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings For LIFE International’s Executive Director/Founder, did an 
orientation/training for 6 of the inmates, but ultimately there was only one inmate, his daughter, 
and his daughter’s mother who attended the Family Day. There were 14 volunteers from different 
congregations represented and also volunteers from Kairos, Kairos Outside, a Catholic program 
and Prison Family Services (hospitality house on prison grounds) from the Albuquerque area and 
Las Cruces. 

So although there was only one family present, the comments below validate that lives were 
touched and a family strengthened and uplifted. (I think all 14 volunteers were deeply touched 
too!) 

Special thanks to Berni who felt the call to find bakers to make106.5 dozen homemade cookies to 
give to the men in the Level 4 facility and Level 2. Thanks also to Prison Fellowship, OSL 
Collaborators, and all the cookie bakers from Albuquerque. 

The volunteers arrived and set up the craft and dinner supplies.  Next the volunteers went to work 
preparing the overflowing plates of homemade cookies, paper bags filled with dinner supplies 
and “Father’s Day decorating materials”, and the craft team set up the cookie decorating areas, 
prepared the frosting and sprinkles, Father’s Day cards, and cheerio/pretzel necklace making 
materials.   

As soon as the preparation was completed, Ann Edenfield Sweet held a volunteer training to go 
over all the guidelines for the party.  One mother and child arrived and we thought more family 
members would be coming in. The Warden told us that unfortunately none of the other family 
members had come, so as soon as the one inmate arrived, the Chaplain officially opened the 
party in prayer.   

Although there was only one family present, all the volunteers pitched in as they do at all Family 
Days, and soon everyone was singing. We sang songs for 30 minutes and it was very special as 
the songs were fun and joyous for the inmate’s family, but also for all of us.  

Next the gym was transformed into a biblical scene.  The Chaplain became the father, the inmate 
was the Prodigal Son, a volunteer was the older son, the inmate’s wife and baby were the pigs, a 
volunteer was a fatted calf, volunteers danced and played cards, and soon the entire story was 
told that had even extra special meaning when the inmate talked about being a “Prodigal” and 
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the Chaplain shared about the “Prodigal” in his family. One of the two rules at a Wings Party is 
that “everyone participates”, so everyone took a part and everyone enjoyed it so much.   

Next we all went to a craft table and made crafts together as we shared about the Bible story, 
our lives, the history of Wings, the Angel Tree Program, special programs in the prison, Kairos, the 
Crossings Units, OSL collaborations, and the Chaplain talked about prison programming and 
reentry initiatives. It was a meaningful and special time for everyone, and the only Family Day 
where everyone did crafts together and talked together. 

Next it was time to eat and tables were brought together forming one large dining table.  Pizza 
was served along with plenty of delicious homemade cookies and punch.  Again, since we were 
all together, we all talked and shared about the impact of the “party for one” and were 
reminded that Jesus said, “Just as you do it to one of these who are members of my family, you 
do it to me.” Bernie shared what it meant to her to be able to find cookie bakers who literally 
prayed over every cookie.    

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of paper, ribbon, curling 
ribbon, and recycled “junk” was used to decorate the men present in new Father’s Day outfits.   
Everyone participated in decorating their special “Father”, including the inmate, Chaplain and a 
volunteer. Great fun was had by all and everyone laughed at all the creativity shown in 
decorating their “Father.” 

The party closed with everyone holding hands in a circle around the gym.  Ann asked everyone to 
bow in prayer and she reminded everyone that Christ came to live on earth to be an example for 
each of us and that Jesus also died for each and every one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, 
where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

When it was time to leave church flyers, Guideposts magazines, and books and materials from 
Operation Starting Line collaborators materials were distributed to the family. The rest of the 
books and materials were given to the Chaplain for him to distribute to other inmates at a later 
time. 

The following comments came from the family, volunteers and prison staff. Their words describe 
how meaningful the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Family Day because: 
1. I enjoy time with friends, new ones and old ones - sharing God! 
2. I wanted to create a special moment with my husband.  
3. I wanted to experience Wings For LIFE.                           
4. My first one was Dec. 2014, but even though we only had one family, it was that much more 

special.     
5. God told me so.              
6. I need some spiritual time with my family and new friends. I wanted to experience the same 

love and joy that I experienced at the first party. 
7. I wanted to experience the Wings For L.I.F.E.  
8. I want to see what it was. I enjoy working with those incarcerated.    

 



The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 
 
1. Interaction with father and daughter (holding her). 
2. The young couple enjoying time together with their baby girl. 
3. Seeing my husband and daughter together. 
4. The love to others. 
5. The intimate time spent celebrating just one family. Beautiful! 
6. Seeing how much Luis loved his daughter and seeing the joy in his daughter’s eyes and 

watching Erika smile and love soak every wonderful moment. 
7. The acting and talking. 
8. The close relationship between the couple was so positive. 
9. Families talking. 
10. Having fun with family and Bible stories. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. It brings families together in a positive environment. 
2. It is a blessing. 
3. I believe it is effective. 
4. Every person is a special Child of God. We’re never done a party for one family, but it was 

so blessed. 
5. It helps families create a bond with each other and God. 
6. Getting back to being a citizen in the real world is difficult and the inmates would profit when 

leaving. 
7. It brings families together, strengthens unity. 
8. It allows families to rebuild relationships with their families. 
9. This is great for the families and inmates. 
10. Good for families. 
11. Makes everyone happy with their families. 

I would like to thank Prison Fellowship, Guideposts Magazine, OSL 
Collaborators, all the cookie bakers and other sponsors by saying:  

1. I hope they do it again. 
2. I really appreciate it!! You’re changing lives. 
3. I hope this program keeps changing lives. 
4. God bless you. 
5. This was one of the best experience I had as a volunteer. 
6. This is one Family Day I will never forget.  The impact on the family was intense, but the 

volunteers were also deeply touched. 
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