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15th Wings NM Women’s Prison  
Party Comments – Grants, NM  
February14, 2015 
 
 
Wings For LIFE International hosted its 15th Wings Party/Family Day at the NM Women’s Prison on February 14, 2015, in 
celebration of Valentine’s Day.  There were 68 inmates, 116 children, 132 adults and 41 volunteers who had been 
approved to attend the party/family day. The volunteers represented 23 different churches throughout the Greater 
Albuquerque Area, Rio Rancho, Tijeras, Edgewood, Corrales, Alamogordo, and Grants.   
 
We were able to drive three guests to the party in the Wings van, along with some supplies and volunteers. THANKS to 
everyone for making the extra effort to make this party so special for so many! 
 
Balloon and mixer games were played prior to the start of the party.  Many of the ladies and their loved ones had 
attended Wings Parties in the past so everyone quickly participated and joined in the fun. We had several guests with 
walkers and canes, and they were even able to participate in the balloon and tarp games as they sat and bounced balloons 
off the tarp. Next a “Balloon Pop” was held and all the children, including one boy in a wheelchair, competed to see who 
could pop their balloon the fastest. It’s always wonderful to see people of all ages playing together and having so much fun. 
Laugher filled the gym and we were ready to start.  
 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings Founder, along with many volunteers and children led fun, interactive singing!  The crowd was 
shaking hands, giving high 5’s, and clapping to the various rhythms.  The music section closed with Native Americans leading 
everyone in “Jesus Loves Me” in Navajo, while everyone else signed the words with their hands. 
 
The Bible story was the story of Noah and the ark.  The inmates were the ark.  Noah, his wife, and his three sons and 
daughter-in-laws were chosen and were outfitted in costumes.  The children picked out their favorite stuffed animals, two 
were chosen as the turtles, and others picked out colorful outfits to be the rainbow. Everyone else played the wind and the 
waves. Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, we reflected about how we fit into the 
story.  The turtles had been VERY slow and almost missed the boat, but of course everyone was reminded that God always 
will wait, even for the slowest turtles, and God will also provide a rainbow for us as a reminder of his promise of love for 
each of us. It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  
 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, the Wings Founder and Executive Director, tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings 
was created.  She shared that Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.  
 
During this time the women were busy making Valentines, cheerio/pretzel necklaces, and decorated heart-shaped cookies 
with frosting and sprinkles.   
 
Dinner was pizza, cookies, and Crystal Light Lemonade.  Cookie bakers in Albuquerque baked about 100 dozen delicious 
homemade cookies that everyone enjoyed thoroughly. Lively discussion was held at each group of 10 people, and everyone 
enjoyed getting to know one another.   
 
Everyone always waits for the fun table game to follow the pizza, and since we were celebrating Valentine’s Day on 
February 14th, it was appropriate to turn one person in each group in a “human Valentine.”  It’s always amazing to see how 
different each Valentine is, even though each group is given the same supplies. 
 
The party ended in a huge circle prayer, with everyone holding hands, and being reminded that we are all God’s children 
and Jesus died for each one of us.  
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Special THANKS to all our donors, including Prison Fellowship, the many Operation Starting Line collaborations, The 1697 
Foundation, Guideposts Magazines, St. Mary’s Press, Biblica, and the many area churches and individuals who helped us.  
We are VERY grateful to the dozens of cookie bakers too! 
 
The comments reflect the positive impact of the Wings Party/Family Day. Duplicate comments were not repeated.   
 
I came to the Wings Party/Family Day today because: 

1. To visit my Aunt Nancy. 
2. My daughter is a resident. 
3. I wanted to see my family. 
4. To see my daughter. 
5. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
6. I love spending time with my family. 
7. To see my aunty. 
8. To spend time with my sister. 
9. To spend time with my family. 
10. My mom. 
11. I enjoy visiting and participating with all. 
12. To spend time with my family, I miss them. 
13. My family and I enjoy it. 
14. To support my wife. 
15. To be with my sister and have family time. 
16. To enjoy time with my family. I know how important it is to do that and I really enjoy this time together. 
17. Because of school and I wanted a free experience. 
18. I really miss my daughter. I needed to see her. 
19. To bring my grandchildren. 
20. To spend time with my niece. 
21. Because of my mom. 
22. To spend time with my daughter whom I love and support. 
23. I wanted to spend time with my daughter. 
24. To see my mom. 
25. To visit our foster kids and spend the day with comfort and love. 
26. I wanted to give love back to others. 
27. I can spend time with my family. 
28. To see my daughter-in-law. 
29. To see our loved one. 
30. To visit one daughter. To visit my daughter. To visit our grandma. 
31. To see my grandniece and bring her two children to visit her. 
32. Bring my nephews to see mom. 
33. To see my nephew’s mom, brought three boys to see mom. 
34. I wanted to visit my daughter. 
35. I wanted to spend quality time w/my mom & family & have fun. 
36. To enjoy quality time with my mother as well as enjoy the activities and crafts. 
37. I am able to spend good quality time with my family. 
38. Cause I have my daughter here and love to be with her. 
39. To visit with my Aunty. 
40. To see my sister. 
41. Time with family. 
42. My daughter is here and I brought four of her children to see her. 
43. I wanted to see/spend time with my mother. 
44. Joy to see family and have fun. 
45. I wanted to see my sister. 
46. To visit my daughter, Anita Marie. 
47. Because I love my niece and will come every year. 
48. To see my Auntie. 
49. I wanted to come and spend time with my sister. 
50. I was invited to Wings by my sister. 
51. To see my granddaughter. 
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52. I wanted to! 
53. My stepdaughter wanted to see us. 
54. I haven’t seen my daughter for seven months. 
55. My sister really wanted us to and I knew it was important to her. 
 
The highlights of the party for me were: 
1. Get to see my sister. 
2. Seeing family. 
3. The games and the closeness of the groups. 
4. Pictures and seeing my stepdaughter. 
5. Arts and Crafts. 
6. The food! 
7. Spending time. 
8. Actually being able to see my sister and hug her. 
9. Quality time that is much needed with your loved ones. 
10. Seeing my daughter. 
11. Spending time with my auntie & the Play of Noah. 
12. Eating Pizza. 
13. Talking to the other visitors. 
14. Visiting with family. 
15. Visiting with my sister. 
16. Inmate. 
17. Sitting & eating with my mother. 
18. Being with my daughter. 
19. Noah’s Ark. 
20. Family/Prayer. 
21. Visiting with my sister. 
22. Making crafts with my auntie. 
23. Seeing my daughter happy. 
24. The arts & crafts. 
25. Seeing my mom. 
26. The crafts and the time spent meeting new people. 
27. Seeing my mom smile. 
28. Seeing my daughter. 
29. Getting to see family members. 
30. Visiting my grandmother. 
31. Seeing our daughter and visiting. 
32. The songs and stories. 
33. Seeing my mom and her face. 
34. The girls spending time with their mom. 
35. Getting to touch/contact with our inmates. 
36. Having a meal with the family. 
37. Visiting with everyone. 
38. Exciting, participating, enjoying associating with others, and the bible stories and singing. 
39. I get to know people and to be taught about Jesus. 
40. Everything. 
41. To see the interaction with the children and family members. 
42. Eating and seeing my mom. 
43. Spending time and being able to eat & pray. 
44. My grandchildren seeing their mother in a less strict environment. 
45. The singing and dancing. 
46. Enjoyed the singing and circle prayer. 
47. The love of my family. 
48. The balloon games. 
49. My mom. 
50. Play, Arts & Crafts. 
51. Pizza. 
52. All of it was fun. 
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53. Story. 
54. Holding my daughter. 
55. Talking to my family. 
56. Watching my granddaughter with my daughter. 
57. The arts & crafts. 

 
The Prison Officials should continue to allow Wings Parties/Family Days in prisons because: 
1. You can have fun with the family member in prison. 
2. It allows the inmates to interact with their families in more relaxed atmosphere. 
3. It brings the family closer together. 
4. Keeps families together. 
5. Only way to visit comfortably. 
6. Allows family to interact with one another. 
7. We as a family really needed this family time. 
8. It was fun. Her daughter was able to spend time in a different setting. 
9. Being able to fellowship. 
10. To see my mom. 
11. It’s more than just a visit. 
12. Yes, family time, being together. 
13. It brings family and church together. 
14. It brings the inmate closer with family and God. 
15. It is important for family to spend their time together like this!! I know I enjoyed it very much. 
16. It’s healthy for family/inmate interaction. 
17. We really enjoy coming and it’s good for the families to be together. 
18. It lifts the spirits of the inmates. 
19. This event gave us time in a fun way. 
20. It gives them hope and family time for Crystal and includes God our Father. 
21. It seems to me that some people could use the guidance you offer. 
22. Yes, so people can spend time with their loved ones. 
23. To let the kids know mom better and realize how important it is to have a loved ones come from the outside. 
24. It’s an awesome, wholesome, caring way for families to share and come together. 
25. It provides motivation and breaks barriers. 
26. It boosts morale. 
27. It brings family together. 
28. I get to see and interact with my mom. 
29. Families get more time with their loved ones. 
30. It’s another chance for inmates and their families to connect in a good atmosphere. 
31. I think it’s productive for both the kids and inmates. 
32. Yes, because it gives the mom & kids time to spend together besides the regular visits. 
33. It allows me to see my daughter. 
34. It gives us all something to look forward to. 
35. It allows us to enjoy time with our loved ones in a different and more enjoyable environment. 
36. I miss my auntie and I had fun making crafts with her. 
37. Families are able to spend time with each other and celebrate Jesus. 
38. It’s good for inmates, moms, and children. 
39. Good familia time. 
40. It allows us time to visit, sing, and pray together. 
41. We can hug each other. 
42. It is a loving thing you will not forget. 
43. It’s a great way to serve the Lord. 
44. Because we come together as one to worship the Lord and receive second chances. 
45. It helps the inmates and families bond. 
46. I think they should allow the parties, although I believe they should allow more quality time with your loved ones rather 

than the staff. 
47. It not only unites families but brings together a lot of people who are going through similar situations. 
48. It gives us time to be together. It also gives prisoners an incentive to be good so they can see their family. 
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I appreciate Prison Fellowship, Guideposts  Magazines, 1697 Foundation, Operation Starting Line 
collaborator gifts and books, delicious donated food and homemade cookies, and want to tell the 
sponsors thanks and: 
1. Come back! 
2. God bless. 
3. Have a good day. 
4. We had a great time. 
5. Continue to do what you do, it helps. 
6. Thanks for all the time spent. 
7. We’ll pray for you. 
8. May God bless you. 
9. Keep up with the good work. 
10. Thank you all!!! 
11. Thank you so much. 
12. I hope you can keep doing this. 
13. I appreciate you doing this for me and my family. 
14. God bless you. 
15. Thanks for caring. 
16. I appreciate it & thanks for doing this not only for me but for my family as well. 
17. Thanks to all the inmates. 
18. CCA. 
19. Thanks again. 
20. It is meaningful to interact with our inmates. 
21. Continue to operate the prison with visitation and associating with inmates. 
22. This was the first time here and I enjoyed being here. 
23. Have a Happy Valentine’s Day, and thank you. 
24. Happy Valentine’s Day. Thank you 
25. Keep doing what you’re doing! 
26. It was very fun. 
27. Thank you for all the time everyone gave. 
28. Perhaps poster board instruction would be helpful. 
29. Thank you!!! 
30. Thanks again. 
31. God bless them and their families. 
32. Hope that this program grows and grows. 
33. Thanks for mom. 
34. God bless. 
35. We really enjoyed our time with the visit. 
36. Thanks for all the time that everyone gave. 
37. Keep up the good work. 
38. Hope you continue to allow us to be with our family. 
39. It was very nice of you all to put this together. 
 
 
 
I drove _____ miles to come to this party: 
70, 66, 360, 70, 3, 79, 190, 65, 70, 60, 80, 180, 10, 80 
 

 


