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Wings Family Day  
4th Denver Women’s Prison 
FATHER’S Day Party 

                    Denver, CO 
                        June 13, 2015 
 
 
The 4th Wings Family Day at the Denver Women’s Prison in Denver, CO was held on June 13, 
2015.  There were 118 inmates and 205 adult family members, 178 children, 21 volunteers who 
signed up to volunteer representing at least 17 different churches the greater Denver area and 
Albuquerque, NM.   
 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings Executive Director and Founder, and Sadie Tolino met with the ladies 
on Friday, June 12.  Ann shared what Wings was all about, the schedule for the Family Day, and 
taught the ladies two songs.  That meeting closed in a circle prayer and everyone was eager for 
the next day! 
 
This party was held in the gym so when the family members arrived early, the women immediately 
got involved in mixer games and meeting all the volunteers. As soon as the ladies arrived, Ann 
opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. 
 
The inmate music leaders helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to 
sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s 
the Friend Next To You”, got everyone in the mood to have a great time and realize that this 
WAS a party and that everyone WAS going to have a great time.   
 
The inmate praise band led more of their favorite songs, and everyone participated and loved the 
energy and love that flowed through the room. 
 
The Bible story was The Prodigal Son, as we were celebrating FATHER’S Day.  The father, the 
older son, and younger son were outfitted in lovely costumes.  “Wild women”, children as “pigs”, and 
“card dealers” were also dressed in costume.  The audience was divided with half supporting the 
younger son – “Hi Dad”, and the other half supported the older son – “What about me?????”  
Everyone was part of the story and at the end, after the laughter and fun, we reflected about the 
message and that God, our Father, will always come running to us, and always welcome us home, 
no matter how far we have strayed. It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  
 
Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.  Others shared about their ministries including volunteers from Prison 
Fellowship, Child Evangelism Fellowship, and several other ministries in Colorado. 
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During this time the women were busy making Father’s Day cards and other cards with their 
children and grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of 
newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone 
creates and makes for loved ones. 
 
Dinner was PB&J and cheese sandwiches, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each 
table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived and each dinner group decorated one of 
the males in the group with a new tie or bow tie, hat, and some even got new Father’s Day 
Outfits.  The pictures depict the fun, laughter, and joy everyone experienced. 
 
The party ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands, bowing in 
prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a special, uplifting 
party, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the 
party was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. To spend time with my daughter. 
2. I wanted to enjoy a God day with love ones. 
3. I wanted to spend time with my mom. 
4. To see my grandma. 
5. I thought it was cool. 
6. Much need time with my sister. 
7. My granddaughter and daughter are her and to enjoy the service with them. 
8. My daughter’s invitation meant a lot to me. I felt it was very important to be there and support 

her with my unconditional love. The day she is able to once again join all of us on the outside. 
9. It means so much to me to bond and spend quality time together. 
10. To bring joy to my lovely wife. 
11. I wanted to spend time as a WHOLE family. 
12. I wanted to see my mom smile and show her that we here to support her. 
13. Meet with Bible Study Group. 
14. To hang out with my aunt. 
15. I’m interested in learning new things and meeting new people and to support my wife. 
16. I wanted to interact with my sister on a somewhat normal level. 
17. My niece invited me. 
18. To see my daughter.  She got a 40 year sentence. 
19. Wings visit was a great visit. Very important for mother and child bonding in such a strict 

atmosphere, especially for very active and hyper children, crafts are a great idea. Speaker was 
awesome, Bible story was good. Dinner was a very nice. 

20. To see my daughter and bring her girls to enjoy the day. 
21. I love the joy of seeing families connect. 
22. My daughter wanted me to come on this day. 
23. My daughter invited us a great opportunity to share time. 
24. To support my wife. 
25. I needed this day with my dad and time of worship. 
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26. I wanted to volunteer for this special event. 
27. I get to spend quality time with my family without so many restrictions. 
28. I got to spend time with my sister and watch her play and worship with my son. 
29. My kids wanted to see their aunt. 
30. My mom is my father and mother all in one. She deserves this day too. 
31. I want to spend time with my family and to get to know more about Wings. 
32. I thought it was a wonderful thing. 
33. They can see me and because they thought we were having hot wings. 
34. I want to spend some quality time with my family in a less formal and rigid environment. 
35. My sister is my best friend. 
36. My mother was excited to spend time together. 
37. I wanted to meet more people and visit with my daughter and grandson without being around a 

table and no touching. 
38. It’s my favorite activity of the year!!!! 
39. I came here to spend time with my fiancé and experience this moment with her. 
40. To support my mom in her darkest times. 
41. I wanted to praise with every one and put a smile on the families’ faces. 
42. I wanted my parents to understand the positive side of prison. 

 
The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. Music and testaments. 
2. Time to visit. 
3. Was making cereal necklaces and doing activities with her. 
4. Seeing my sister. 
5. When my mom made us book marks and we made necklaces. 
6. Spending time eating and talking with family. 
7. Good weather and no rain. 
8. Being able to be with my mom and dad at the same time. 
9. Seeing the joy it brings to everyone. 
10. The whole program. 
11. Love being able to visit in a more relaxed atmosphere but having kids with us wish we more time 

to just visit. Band was GREAT! 
12. Make necklaces with cereal. 
13. All of it. I got quality time with my kids and mom. 
14. Music and time to hang out. 
15. Hanging with my two daughters together. 
16. My necklace my inmate made for me. 
17. Being able to sit a talk with my sister. Meeting new friends and their families. 
18. The singing. 
19. Getting a better visit with my mom. 
20. Praising the Lord and sitting next to my love. 
21. To be able to hold my wife. 
22. Getting to spend time with my family. 
23. To hear family and friends laughing. 
24. Eating. 
25. When I got to eat and play with crafts. 
26. Seeing my mom. 
27. The story of the prophet’s son and the music and just being able to share with my love one. 



4 
 

28. Seeing my child so happy and just being able to hold her and kiss her and seeing everybody 
intermingle with each other. 

29. Visiting. 
30. The change in visiting procedures. 
31. Seeing my daughter waiting to greet me than me having to wait for her. 
32. Being able to hug, laugh, and relax. 
33. Seeing my daughter in a positive setting. 
34. Listening and tell her a story. 
35. Getting to see my cousin. 
36. Art and crafts. 
37. When I got here and everything after that. 
38. Getting my whole family together. 
39. Christian testimony. 
40. The food and hanging out. 
41. The play I did. 
42. Hanging out with my mom. 
43. Bible stories, music, lunch  and seeing my daughter. 
44. The music. 
45. LEAVING. 
46. The time parents and kids got to have together. 
47. Seeing my mom. 
48. Sitting around as one big family. 
49. Honoring God and giving hope to all through ministry. 
50. Speech, games and food. 
51. Seeing all the families. Hearing powerful testimonies. 
52. My daughter singing. 
53. All eating together. 
54. Seeing my daughter. 
55. Getting a good quality time with my daughter. I enjoy watching the other families. 
56. Spending time with my family. 
57. Cookies. 
58. I liked the play and the acting. 
59. My wife and the people. 
60. The dress up. 
61. I liked the singing. 
62. Getting to talk with inmates and their families during crafts and lunch. 
63. Being with my mom. 
64. Being together with our niece and sister (her mom). 
65. Doing crafts with my nephew and he really loved the band. He danced to the music. 
66. Watching my son worship. 
 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days 
because:  
1. It’s fun. 
2. It’s good for families. 
3. It gives us a good opportunity to enjoy each other’s presence and have a good time. 
4. It’s nice for the kids and mom to spend time and have fun together. 
5. Helps to bond the families. The fellowship is good for everyone. 
6. It’s important to have more time with our loved ones. 
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7. It was fun spending time with my family (mom) and just laughing together. 
8. I got to see my cousin. 
9. It’s a nice way to connect with your family. 
10. It provides a more intimate setting for a bigger family at one time. 
11. Feel safe. 
12. It’s good for people well-being during prison. 
13. It brings everyone together. 
14. It is inspiring. 
15. It is a special day to look forward to and be able to visit. 
16. Because it is the best visit there is. 
17. We could be together as a family. 
18. Good things for inmates and the presence of God is known. 
19. I think it helps inmates to feel uplifted and more human also families. 
20. It’s working o.k. 
21. It lifts peoples spirits for a little while they’re happy. 
22. Really seemed to boost overall moral of prisons and visitors. More humane. 
23. Because kids can walk around with their mom. 
24. Everyone likes Wing’s parties because it is making everyone have fun.  
25. It gives prisons hope. 
26. It’s a really great change for the normal visiting routine. 
27. Great way to motivate inmates and keep family ties when it is so hard.  
28. It’s amazing to have a human experience and give them all love and strength. 
29. It encourages families to stay involved with their love ones. 
30. To keep relationships stronger between families. 
31. It allows us to interact better with family and other inmates. 
32. So we have the fun stuff with my family. 
33. It shows the inmates that they are just like us in many ways. 
34. It helps our families see they are not alone. 
35. Provides opportunity for all to participate and see more of the facility. 
36. They were very helpful. 
37. It is good for her kids to do family things with her kids. 
38. The family and inmates enjoyed the day. Different environment. 
39. It is very important for rebuilding and maintain family relationships. 
40. It lets the inmates know that people do love them and care about them. The program will 

motivate them to strive to want to do better. 
41. It is a good thing. Everyone had a smile and appreciated the little things. 
42. It is an excellent family building exercise. 
43. I didn’t realize prison officials were involved. 
44. It fosters clones among inmates and their family. 
45. It takes us out of here for at least a couple of hours. 
46. It is so important to have families together in a positive loving environment to celebrate God’s 

love. 
47. Helps bring to outside life to those inside. 
48. It allows us to be closer to our families and let officials under our family. 
49. It always something to look forward to keep me motivated to go home. 
50. There’s a lot of positive energy in it. 
51. This is Positive Motivation. 
52. Time with family, being able to hug them and just be around them is so healing. 
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I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Prison Fellowship and 
Operation Starting Line collaborators’ gifts and books, donated 
cookies and pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. We appreciate your time and effort from you daily lives to host a gathering for inmates and 

families. 
2. For providing these food products and all the fellowship and provide to families. 
3. Please come again anytime. 
4. I appreciate being able to visit with my sister and her kids. 
5. You make a difference. 
6. Continue to do this for everyone. 
7. Being so friendly and listening and caring. 
8. I will forever remember the comrade that was encouraged. 
9. Please continue assisting with the Wings’ program. 
10. Thank You. You’re are such a blessing!!!! 
11. I like turtles. 
12. You’re the best at what you do. 
13. We all love you. 
14. Peanut and jelly sandwiches. 
15. It is very appreciated. 
16. Spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
17. I enjoyed the day. 
18. I love the sponsors very much, and that God sent them to us.  Amen. 
19. Thanks for giving us the time to come and support my mom. 
20. You all have done a wonderful job. 
21. It does make a difference. 
22. We appreciate all their love they put into it. 
23. Thank You! Please come back! 
24. God bless you all and hope to see you again. 
25. Tell them how much we appreciate everyone’s help to put this event together. 
26. That their efforts to reach out to prisons is appreciated. 
27. Keep loving others because it helps us love others. 
28. Thank you to all the volunteers. 
29. It would be better to have too many supplies than not enough. 
30. The food was good. 
31. You ran out of food. It’s better to have too much than not enough. 
32. Please know your support is appreciated. God Bless You. 
33. Continue to provide support. 
34. I and my dad are so very grateful for all the time we were allowed to fellowship. 
35. God Bless. 
36. Hope they can do it again, but more fun for kids over12. 
37. Go spread God’s will.  
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