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The 1st Wings Family Day at the new Springer Women’s Correctional Facility was held on December 30, 
2016, in Springer, NM.  The Family Day was originally scheduled for December 17, but due to forecasted 
70-80 mile/hour winds and 6-10 inches of snow, the Family Day was postponed to December 30. 
 
There were 60 inmates who were cleared to attend the Family Day on December 30, 160 family members 
cleared, 16 inmates who were in the choir and liturgical dance team, and there were 11 volunteers who 
were able to attend the Family Day.  The volunteers came from 11 different churches and were from 
Albuquerque and Edgewood. 
 
The staff at Springer were waiting for us and helped us quickly enter the prison.  The cars were driven 
around to the gym to be unloaded, and then the inmate porters and Chaplain’s assistants helped unload 
the vehicles and also helped prepare the food. 
 
The volunteers and the ladies did a great job of helping set up for the Family Day, including making turkey 
and ham sub sandwiches and PB&J sandwiches for 300 people. Platters of homemade cookies were filled, 
and family members who arrived early were asked to help with the preparations too.  
 
Wings Founder Ann Edenfield Sweet led the family members and volunteers in mixer games where people 
started to get to know one another, and family relationships were already being strengthened.  Everyone 
enjoyed talking to one another and discovering favorite Christmas traditions, finding out birth cities, and 
other information about one another. It was a fun, interactive time.  Once the rest of the ladies arrived Ann 
shared a PowerPoint presentation about the 40 Developmental Assets© and inmates and family members 
were educated together.   
 
Chaplain Bob Clevenger opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Although the women have been at 
Springer less than 3 months, they already had an inmate choir.  The choir led everyone in singing Christmas 
carols. Many of their children joined them, and we all sang joyous Christmas music. The children and family 
members were given bells and percussion instruments to play. “Joy to the World” filled the gym, and it 
truly was a VERY joyous place. We all enjoyed the music so much.  
 
Next the ladies sang one of their favorite songs, and then the liturgical dancers danced to two special 
songs.  We were all touched by how meaningful and powerful the songs and dances were.  
 
Next the gym was transformed into a Live Nativity.  Mary, Joseph, and “baby Jesus” were chosen and 
dressed in costume.  Next shepherds and “little sheep” (all the younger boys) were outfitted.  The girls and 
their moms were angels.  We also had male and female “wise people”.  One of the two rules at a Wings 
Family Day is that “everyone participates”, so everyone in the audience became “twinkling stars” and 
“angels” who sang out Alleluia.   
 
Everyone participated in the Live Nativity, the story of the birth of Jesus.  Although there were a lot of 
smiles and fun, participating in the story allowed participants to actually think through how it must have 
been 2,000 years ago.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama and helped us to focus why Jesus’ birth is so 
important to us today. 
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Next the ladies went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved decorating the cookies with lots of frosting and making kinds of sprinkles, making a special 
Christmas ornament, and making gorgeous cards with nativity stickers and scenes.   
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann, and other ministry leaders, had time to share 
about the history of Wings, church programs available to families in Albuquerque, and the Thresholds 
Mentoring Program.  Chaplain Bob talked about prison religious programming, Assistant Deputy Director 
for Adult Prisons Melissa Ortiz shared about the plans for the female inmates in NM and about 
programming available to them, and Warden John Sanchez talked about the many programs available to 
the ladies at Springer.  The families were very appreciative of the prison staff’s sharing and welcoming 
them into the facility like they did. It was a meaningful and special time for everyone. 
 
Soon the gym was turned into a giant dining room.  Circles of 10 people enjoyed the homemade 
sandwiches, had plenty of delicious homemade cookies to eat, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at 
each circle.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of Christmas paper, ribbon, tinsel, and 
recycled “junk” was used to decorate one “Angel” from each dinner group.  Everyone participated in 
decorating their special “Angel”, and soon the gym was filled with gorgeous “Angels” with wings and halos 
of all sizes. Great fun was had by all and everyone participated in the final “Alleluia” cheer. 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the gym.  The Chaplain asked 
everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every 
one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from Operation Starting Line collaborators, 
1687 Foundation, The Vivian Foundation, and Testify World were also distributed to everyone. Christmas 
had come late to Springer and all participants at the 1st Wings Christmas Family at Springer, but everyone 
said they had just had their Christmas as the team departed. 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the homemade cookies! 
 

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
 1. To bring my grandson to visit his mom. 

2. I get to spend time with my family. 

3. Volunteer. 

4. I was invited by my mom and I brought an inmates child for a visit. 

5. To see my family. 

6. I wanted to visit my daughter. 

7. To see my daughter. 

8. I love my mom. 

9. To visit my mom. 

10. My niece is here. I want to show her support and that the family wishes a better life for her.  I pray 

for her. 

11. I want to see and support my daughter. 

12. I want to support family togetherness---support and appreciation of the staff and program 

directors---spending quality time with my wife and children. 
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13. I came to see my mom. 

14. To visit my mom. 

15. I wanted to spend time with my family. 

16. To have a blessed day with my daughter. 

17. To have a family visit. 

18. I love helping the inmates and their families. 

19. My mom. 

20. For family togetherness. 

21. To see my mother. 

22. To see my family and spend this wonderful time with them. 

23. To see my beautiful daughter. 

24. My daughter invited me here. 

25. I came to bring my baby and myself to see mom. 

26. I love my mom and I wanted to see her. 

27. To visit my sister and bring my nephews to visit their mom. 

28. I wanted to see my granddaughter. 

29. We wanted to see our mother because we haven’t seen her in a while. 

30. I am a chapel porter, volunteer inmate, and I sang in the choir for everyone that came. 

31. I had an opportunity, the day off, to visit my niece. 

32. My family came to visit. 

33. I wanted to see my mom. 

34. I have a daughter from Texas down here and I haven’t seen her since 2010. 

35. To see my daughter. 

36. I have not seen my mom since I was 8. 

37. To see my mom. 

38. Daughter. 

39. To see my mama. 

40. To look forward to seeing my daughters and their mom. 

41. To see my kids, mother, and sister. 

42. To see my mom. 

43. To serve God and to sing in the choir. 

44. I work at the chapel and I was volunteering. 

45. I have my cousin’s daughter. 

46. My family was supposed to come, but they didn’t make it. 

47. I wanted to see my mom. 

48. To visit with my mother and enjoy a new experience. 

49. To enjoy with family and God. 

50. Be involved with families. 

51. I wanted to visit my mother. 

52. I wanted to see the ladies. Transition to Springer and the program. 

53. I came to visit my mother. 

54. I didn’t see my daughter for two years.  This day is so exciting for me.  I am so happy to see her.  I 

miss her very much. 

55. To see my sister. 

56. I was able to reconnect with my mom that I haven’t seen in two years. 

57. I wanted to share with my family how I have made my changes. 

58. I’ve kept clean conduct so I can see my family. 
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The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were: 
1. Seeing my grandson be with his mom. 

2. Spending time with my family. 

3. Friendly spirit. 

4. The Christmas play. 

5. Being able to interact with everyone…… 

6. Seeing my sister and cookies. 

7. Seeing my daughter. 

8. Spending time with my daughter. 

9. My mom. 

10. Getting to just walk around and talk to everyone and my mom. 

11. The nativity scene. 

12. To see the joy everybody exhibits to mingle and share conversations with other inmate’s families. 

13. Spending quality time with my wife and daughters. 

14. To have a good and fun time. 

15. The play. 

16. Being able to see all the smiles on everyone’s faces. 

17. The Christmas play. 

18. Hanging out with family. 

19. The women’s choir and dancing.  The praise and worship team. 

20. Making cookies. 

21. Seeing family. 

22. My highlight was doing cookies. 

23. Dressing up and doing the play with my mom, daughter, and niece, and singing and eating with my 

mom, dad, and family. 

24. Being with my daughter. 

25. The Christmas story and meeting the warden. 

26. Being Mary and baby Jesus. 

27. Seeing my mom after two and a half years. 

28. Dancing and seeing my sister. 

29. Just enjoying being with my daughter.  Being able to hold her in my arms. It was truly enjoyable 

with all the things that they had to do. 

30. We got to bond with our mother. 

31. Seeing the other women reunite with their children and be able to hold their babies. 

32. Holding my niece in my arms, being face-to-face with my niece and getting to meet other families 

and ladies. 

33. Seeing my family and interacting with the play and other families. 

34. Bonding. 

35. The games, stories, singing and activities. 

36. My daughter getting to see her daughters. 

37. The beginning where they were dancing.  It was amazing seeing my mom and touching her in real 

life. 

38. Having to hug and hold my mom. 

39. Being together with my family. 

40. Being with the family. 

41. Decorating. 

42. The food. 

43. Seeing my kids and holding them for the first time in ten months. 

44. Seeing my mom. 
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45. Meeting new people and the play. 

46. The dressing up for the baby Jesus play. 

47. When we could sit and talk, eat and enjoy. 

48. The play and the stickers. 

49. Seeing my mom and the dance. 

50. Singing, laughing and participating. 

51. The play. 

52. Nativity. 

53. When I visited with my mom. 

54. The singing, the choir, and the sign dance. 

55. The food and music. 

56. Seeing my mother and eating food. 

57. Spending time with my daughter. 

58. Seeing my sister. 

59. Seeing my family. 

60. Getting to see families smile and laugh. 

61. The smiles. 

Correction officials should continue to allow Wings Family Days in prisons because: 
1. The system has only (in the past) set these young people up for failure. 

2. It helps bring together families while incarcerated. 

3. Way positive program for all concerned. 

4. It is a nice reason to come out here and there is stuff to do. 

5. It is a good opportunity for families. 

6. It is good for the families. 

7. Because of my mom. 

8. They are beneficial for the family and inmates. 

9. A positive influence from outside, the presence of Christians in this atmosphere. 

10. To keep up morale and celebrate Christmas with a party. 

11. It motivates the inmate’s morale and well-being.  Also provides a time away from day-to-day 

stress of prison. 

12. I think that it is really fun and that we get to do fun activities. 

13. So we could see our mom. 

14. It brings hope, unity and love to inmates. 

15. It is very positive for all of us. 

16. The inmates need to visit their children. 

17. It helps keep family together. 

18. To see family. 

19. It is a great time for family and friends to bond. 

20. Because it is fun. 

21. It is the most important time with family and friends. 

22. It allows restoration for family and prisoner. 

23. They help bring families together. 

24. Because it brings life to the prisoners, to enjoy time with family. 

25. Family sees their loved ones. 

26. They seem to help inmates expand their relationships. 

27. It was truly very nice having interaction with all who came. 

28. It encourages inmates to not go back to jail and that they can spend the rest of their life with their 

family. 
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29. It allows them to interact with family and do good, so they don’t come back. 

30. Motherless children need time with their mothers. 

31. This is a beautiful way to visit our families. 

32. It helps the prisoners see what their missing out on. 

33. It’s good for the soul, and they are worth staying out of trouble. 

34. Brings families together. 

35. So I feel like my mom didn’t abandon me. 

36. We are seeing our mom. 

37. It brings awareness to families. 

38. Brings awareness to other siblings. 

39. So we can come see my mom more often. 

40. We get together with family, seeing my daughter with their mother. 

41. It’s a good chance to get together with families. 

42. We get to visit with our loved ones. 

43. They are beneficial to everybody, inmates, staff and families. 

44. It helps build relationships. 

45. It seems to help with morale. 

46. It brings families together. 

47. Everyone loved it. 

48. It allows inmates to loosen up and enjoy family time. 

49. It’s a way to enjoy family and strengthen relations. 

50. It allows me to time spend with family. 

51. It allows people to break down social walls and be close. 

52. We need to break the cycle of incarceration. 

53. Contact isn’t a bad thing. 

54. Every inmate has someone missing them. 

55. Some of us don’t have time to be with our loved ones in prison.  Wings Party was good, got to 

show our love and laugh. 

56. It helps bring families together. 

57. It is a blessing to be able to have that connection with family. 

58. It helps the families to come together. 

59. It makes you strive to do good. 

I would like to thank Prison Fellowship, Guideposts Magazine, OSL Collaborators, 1687 
Foundation, cookie bakers and other sponsors by saying: 

1. May God bless you all and bless this program with success. 

2. God bless and thank you a lot! 

3. This is a very positive program that I believe instills hope to all for a better tomorrow and a 

positive outcome. 

4. Thanks. 

5. God bless. 

6. Thank you. 

7. You are so graceful----all staff thanked us for coming.  They were all kind.  Kindness matter. 

8. You make a difference. 

9. Thank you for being nice people. 

10. Thank you very much. 

11. Thank you guys for providing and uniting all these people and giving people this opportunity. 

12. It was amazing. 

13. Thank you very much for keeping a smile on everyone’s face today. 
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14. I appreciate you all for all you do.  God bless. 

15. Thank you for doing everything. 

16. Thank you so much for this, it meant so very much to my family and I. 

17. I’m so grateful for this program and that it is based from the love of Jesus Christ. 

18. Thank you so much for caring. 

19. A big Thank You for doing these for the families.  Amen. 

20. Thank you for letting me see my mom after all these years. 

21. This was fantastic. Thank you very much. 

22. Thank you all for giving us hope. 

23. Thank you for blessing the families and children to spend quality time with each other and 

reminding them there is still hope. 

24. Thank you and Happy New Year.  Job well done. 

25. Thank you for helping me reunite with my family. 

26. Thank you for letting me see my mom. 

27. Thank you and I feel blessed. 

28. Thank you for allowing me to see my mom and hug her.  Mostly letting me spend time with her as a 

family. 

29. Thank you for the party, so I can see my mom. 

30. Thank you for having this chance to see my mom. 

31. Thank you for having this chance to see my daughter. 

32. Thank you for everything. 

33. Happy New Year. 

34. Thank you for all your support and activities, party and food.  God bless. 

35. Thank you for helping the inmates and their families. 

36. Thank you and God bless you 

37. Thank you so much. 

38. Thank you for letting me see my mom. 

39. Thank you for all and allowing us to join in on the Wings Party. 

40. Thank you for everything. 

41. Thank you and God bless. 

42. Wonderful good cookies.  Thanks to Guideposts. One lady says that she got a calendar from them. 

43. Thank you. I enjoyed the visit. 

44. Thank you so much. 

45. Thank you very much, everything was good. I had a good time. Thank you. 

46. Thank you for bringing us together with laughter and fun. 

47. Thank God for your program!  Keep up the great work. 

48. Thank you for the reassurance of letting me know it will be ok. 

49. God bless you all. 

 

How many miles did you drive one way to come to the Family Day? 
     40, 70, 120, 190, 200+, 220, 286, 300+, 330, 335, 341, 397, 400. 


