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The 7th Wings Family Day at the Noble Correctional Institution was held on December 8, 2019, in 
Caldwell, Ohio.  Special thanks to the staff at NCI for all their hard work preparing for the Family Day, 
including setting up the wonderful decorations, providing the wonderful Christmas crafts for the children, 
providing pizza, and providing some of the tasty cookies.  We are also so grateful to the members of First 
Christian Church who baked so many delicious homemade cookies, and thanks all the other volunteers who 
helped in so many ways. Volunteers from ??????????????? PA provided a craft where the children made a 
stable for baby Jesus to lie in that was darling. 
  
There were 110 inmates and family members who were cleared for the Family Day, along with 10 
volunteers from Caldwell, Cambridge, Columbus, Zanesville, and Albuquerque, New Mexico. Many inmates 
also helped with the beautiful decorations and set-up.   
 
The prison staff were prepared for us and quickly processed the team members into the prison.  Some of 
the cookies, craft, and dinner supplies were already in the chapel so quickly the volunteers went to work 
preparing the overflowing plates of homemade cookies, paper bags filled with dinner supplies and “angel 
decorating materials”, and the craft areas were set up to make Christmas ornaments, cookie decorating, 
and card making materials. 
 
Warden Tim Buchanan officially greeted and welcomed everyone, and Chaplain Gary Eno opened the 
Family Day in prayer.  All the Wings volunteer, the inmates, and their children, helped Ann Edenfield 
Sweet, Wings For LIFE International’s Executive Director/Founder, lead the singing of the joyous Christmas 
music. “Joy to the World” filled the chapel, and it truly was a VERY joyous place. We all enjoyed the music 
so much.   
 
Next the chapel was transformed into a Live Nativity.  Mary, Joseph, and “baby Jesus” were chosen and 
dressed in costume.  Next shepherds and “little sheep” (all the younger boys) were outfitted.  The girls and 
were angels.  We also had male and female “wise people”.  One of the two rules at a Wings Family Day 
is that “everyone participates”, so everyone in the audience became “twinkling stars” and “angels” who 
sang out Alleluia.   
 
Everyone participated in the Live Nativity, the story of the birth of Jesus.  Although there were a lot of 
smiles and fun, participating in the story allowed participants to imagine how it must have been 2,000 
years ago.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  
 
Next the inmates went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making a special Christmas ornament, decorating cookies, and making cards.   
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, the Warden, prison Chaplain, and Ann had time to 
share about the history of Wings, all the programs in the prison, and the various ministries available to the 
inmates inside the prison.  The families were happy to hear from the Warden and Chaplain and were 
educated about what was available for their loved one. It was a meaningful and special time for 
everyone. 
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The staff took family photographs for the inmates and the family members to keep.  Family photos are one 
of the real lasting highlights of the Family Day, because for once the incarcerated loved one is in a photo.  
The photos are treasured by both inmates and family members. 
 
Soon the room was turned into a giant dining room.  The pizza arrived and tables of 10 people enjoyed 
the pizza, plenty of delicious homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of Christmas paper, ribbon, tinsel, and 
recycled “junk” was used to decorate one “Angel” from each dinner group.  Everyone participated in 
decorating their special “Angel”, and soon the room was filled with gorgeous “Angels” with wings and 
halos of all sizes. Great fun was had by all and everyone participated in the final “Alleluia” cheer. 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the room.  Chaplain Gary Eno 
led the singing of “Silent Night” and then he asked everyone to bow in prayer and he reminded everyone 
that Christ was born and also died for each and every one of us. It was a special, uplifting Family Day, 
where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   
 
As everyone left the Family Day, the children and adults picked up church flyers, Guideposts magazines, 
and books and materials from 1687 Foundation. Christmas had come early to NCI and all participants at 
the 7th Wings Family Day at Noble. 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.   
 
I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. I wanted to see daddy. 
2. Spend time with family. 
3. Spend Christmas with my son and his family. 
4. Visit my cousin. 
5. Visit my dad. 
6. Visit my nephew. 
7. Spend time with loved ones. 
8. Support my family. 
9. Have memories with family. 
10. Spend time with wife and children. 
11. Spend time with son and grandkids. 
12. To have fun. 
13. Spend Christmas with friends. 
14. Helps with being away. 
15. Visiting with my dad. 
16. A great way to share the holiday with inmates and community members and staff. 
 
The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. Seeing loved ones. 
2. Family 
3. Watching my dad with my kids. 
4. Being a family. 
5. Food 
6. Crafting 
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7. Spending time with my dad. 
8. Jesus 
9. Spending the holiday with each other. 
10. Seeing the Nativity. 
11. Eating cookies. 
12. Spend time with my son. 
13. Interact with family. 
14. Seeing smiling faces. 
15. Activities 
16. Spending time with my dad. 
17. Spending time with my dad. 
18. I wanted to spend time with my loved ones. 

  

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. It allows families to have a positive visit. 
2. It’s fun. 
3. Spending time with loved ones. 
4. Appreciate seeing my kids during the holidays. 
5. It’s nice to have one on one time with loved ones. 
6. Brings normalcy to the inmates for a short time. 
7. A good chance to see family. 
8. Change of scenery for the inmates. 
9. It’s good for everyone to show support. 
10. Bringing families together in times of separation. 
11. Learn about God. 
12. Spend quality time with parents. 
13. It allows closers interaction. 
14. Allowing connections. 
15. Spend the holidays with families. 
16. It’s a wonderful program. 
17. It’s good for the holidays. 
18. It helps a lot. 
19. Good behavior and family support. 
20. We connect. 

 
I appreciate 1687 Foundation books, Guidepost Magazines, cookie bakers, gifts, family 
photos, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. Thank you for the opportunity. 
2. Thank you for letting me visit and interact with my family. 
3. We appreciate everything that is done to make this day possible. 
4. Making my day beautiful in a place that can be dark. 
5. You have done something incredible for me and my family. 
6. We appreciate the time you spend with our loved ones. 
7. Thank you – God Bless. 
8. I enjoyed myself and we had lots of fun. 
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9. Everything was great, Thank you. 
10. Thank you for making this a great experience. 
11. Thank you for spending the days with our loved ones. 
12. God bless you and thank you for all that you do. 
13. Thank you for letting me see Dad. 
14. Thank you God bless you for your kindness. 
15. Thank you for this day of fellowship with family. 
16. Thank you for giving stuff to have fun with and enjoy our day. 
17. Thank you for letting me share the holiday with family. 
18. Thank you for making this day a great one. 
19. Today was amazing. 
20. Merry Christmas. 
21. Everything was amazing. 

 
I drove ___ miles one way to come to the party: 
8, 10, 20, 40, 70, 75, 110, 110, 118, 150, 180, 187, flew in from Albuquerque, NM 

Additional Comments: 
1. Thank  

 
Additional Comments from Chaplain Gary Eno 
Thanks for the kind words Ann.  It was great to see you again. The family day went very well from our perspective. 
It was a blessing to see and be a part of.  We all appreciate your willingness to come out here and lead this.  May 
your Christmas and holidays be a time of peace and thanksgiving for you and your family. 
the Warden Tim Buchanan 
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