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The 5th Wings Family Day at the Noble Correctional Institution was held on December 3, 2017, in 
Caldwell, Ohio.  Special thanks to the staff at NCI for all their hard work preparing for the Family Day, 
baking some of the delicious homemade cookie, and thanks to the volunteers who helped. 
  
There were 150 inmates and family members who were cleared for the Family Day, along with 29 
volunteers from Cambridge, Columbus, Lancaster, Medina, the State of Virginia and New Mexico. Many 
inmates also helped with the beautiful decorations and set-up.  One very gifted inmate artist painted 
several beautiful backdrops, including a spectacular silhouette of Mary and Joseph and the Nativity scene. 
The Little Drummer Boy, and several other gorgeous murals were around the room and smaller chapel, 
where family photos were taken.   
 
We were blessed this year to have two Prison Fellowship staff with us.  Jim Forbes is the National Prison 
Fellowship Media from their Lansdowne, Virginia headquarters. Richard Swiger is the new Prison 
Fellowship Ohio State Director. They all were able to share about Prison Fellowship, their many programs, 
and their amazing support of Wings. 
 
Jim Forbes did a wonderful job of recruiting press to attend the Family Day.  The TV ABC/CBS affiliate 
WTRF TV from Wheeling, West Virginia was there, and interviewed Wings’ Executive Director Ann 
Edenfield Sweet, inmates, family members, and prison staff. 
 
The prison staff were prepared for us and quickly processed the team members into the prison.  Some of 
the cookies, craft, and dinner supplies were already in the chapel so quickly the volunteers went to work 
preparing the overflowing plates of homemade cookies, paper bags filled with dinner supplies and “angel 
decorating materials”, and the craft areas were set up to make Christmas ornaments, cookie decorating, 
and card making materials. 
 
Warden Tim Buchanan officially greeted and welcomed everyone, and Chaplain Gary Eno opened the 
Family Day in prayer.  A Wings volunteer and the children helped Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings For LIFE 
International’s Executive Director/Founder, lead the singing of the joyous Christmas music. “Joy to the 
World” filled the chapel, and it truly was a VERY joyous place. We all enjoyed the music so much.   
 
Next the chapel was transformed into a Live Nativity.  Mary, Joseph, and “baby Jesus” were chosen and 
dressed in costume.  Next shepherds and “little sheep” (all the younger boys) were outfitted.  The girls and 
their dads were angels.  We also had male and female “wise people”.  One of the two rules at a Wings 
Family Day is that “everyone participates”, so everyone in the audience became “twinkling stars” and 
“angels” who sang out Alleluia.   
 
Everyone participated in the Live Nativity, the story of the birth of Jesus.  Although there were a lot of 
smiles and fun, participating in the story allowed participants to actually think about how it must have been 
2,000 years ago.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  
 
Next the inmates went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making a special Christmas ornament, decorating cookies, and making cards.   
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While the inmates had alone time with their children, the two prison Chaplains, the Prison Fellowship staff, 
and Ann and had time to share about the history of Wings, the Angel Tree Program, and special Prison 
Fellowship programs in the prison.  The chaplains shared about the various ministries and programs 
available to the inmates inside the prison, and the families were educated about what was available to 
their loved. It was a meaningful and special time for everyone. 
 
Prison staff took family photographs.  Family photos are one of the real lasting highlights of the Family 
Day, because for once the incarcerated loved one is in a photo.  The photos are treasured by both inmates 
and family members. 
 
Soon the room was turned into a giant dining room.  A mountain of pizza arrived and tables of 10 people 
enjoyed the pizza, plenty of delicious homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each 
table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of Christmas paper, ribbon, tinsel, and 
recycled “junk” was used to decorate one “Angel” from each dinner group.  Everyone participated in 
decorating their special “Angel”, and soon the room was filled with gorgeous “Angels” with wings and 
halos of all sizes. Great fun was had by all and everyone participated in the final “Alleluia” cheer. 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the room.  Everyone was 
asked to bow in prayer and were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every one of 
us. It was a special, uplifting Family Day, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   
 
As everyone left the Family Day, the children and adults picked up church flyers, Guideposts magazines, 
books and materials from Operation Starting Line collaborators, and 1687 Foundation. Christmas had 
come early to NCI and all participants at the 5th Wings Family Day at Noble. 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.   
 
I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. I was inspired to come by a woman in our church.  Also Matthew 25: 21-46. 
2. Support my loved one. 
3. Wanted to spend time with my family. 
4. To be with my loving family together as ONE. 
5. To see Pap Pap Mony. 
6. My kids look forward to it. 
7. I wanted to support my loved one and allow time for our son. 
8. Family day. 
9. I came to visit my dad for my birthday today. 
10. We came last year and wanted to come again. 
11. I like to volunteer. 
12. My beloved husband. 
13. I came to visit my husband for my daughter’s 18th birthday. 
14. My brother has become more faithful in God’s inspiration.  The message of God’s love brings hope to us all. 
15. To see daddy. 
16. My family is here and to have fun and commune with God together. 
17. Needed to find out what it was and visit my son. 
18. To support my fiancée while he is locked up. 
19. To see my dad here. 
20. I wanted to show my relative support by participating. 
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21. Too see my dad. 
22. I want to see my daddy. 
23. To be with my family. 
24. To visit my dad with the family. 
25. Because of my family. 
26. I bring my nephews to visit with their dad. 
27. To support my dad and see him. 
28. To see my dad. 
29. I really love spending time with my children. 
30. I wanted to see my dad and spend more time with him. 
31. Wanted to enjoy the Christmas spirit with my son. 
32. I wanted to spend quality time with my son! 
33. To spend time with my brother. 
34. To spend time with my family. 
35. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
36. It is a great program for the inmates and families. 
37. Jesus is the reason for the season and to support my son and the other families. 
38. I love seeing the families connecting. 
39. Just to see Dad. 
40. A visit for my son and family. 
41. I brought my nephews to visit their father. 
42. So my children can spend quality time with their father. 
43. To see my dad. 
44. To interact with my children. 
45. I wanted to see my dad. 
46. We enjoy hearing about the birth of Jesus and spending time with our loved one. 
47. My son needs to see his daughter as much as possible. 
 
The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 
1. Crafts 
2. Sitting with Pap Pap Mony. 
3. Spending time with Dad. 
4. Being able to do crafts w/my son and husband. 
5. Christmas Program. 
6. Visiting my dad and having fun. 
7. The fellowship with our family and the encouragement to the family members about what we need to prepare. 
8. To see kids and family smile. 
9. Time together. 
10. Seeing my husband and the kids singing and dressing up. 
11. Having the children be introduced to God in this setting while enjoying making crafts with their children. 
12. Dinner. 
13. Being able to see it with my family and God. 
14. Visiting and activities with them. 
15. I loved singing Christmas songs, meeting people and helping with crafts. 
16. Spending time as a family. 
17. Getting the stuffed animal books and spending my day here. 
18. To be with my loving family together as ONE. 
19. Testimonials from speakers. 
20. Listening to other people’s story. 
21. Hang out with my dad and do art. 
22. Being able to see my children interact with their dad. 
23. Singing. 
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24. Seeing my daddy and coloring. 
25. Playing with my children. 
26. Making crafts with my father and spending time with him. 
27. Communicating with family. 
28. To see the boys get to spend time with their dad. 
29. The crafts and the visit. 
30. Seeing my dad. 
31. Being able to communicate with my children. 
32. My dad came into the room. 
33. The play, meeting the other families, and the Wings Christian group. 
34. The fellowship 
35. Spending time with my brother. 
36. Seeing my son. 
37. Making crafts with my son. 
38. All the activities. 
39. Children participation and the personal testimonies. 
40. Talking to the kids. 
41. Pizza and homemade cookies. 
42. The arts and crafts and the pizza. 
43. Visiting with my son. 
44. Singing Christmas carols. 
45. Seeing my dad. 
46. Making ornaments. 
47. Dressing up. 
48. When our kids got to make ornaments with Daddy that then can be put on our Christmas tree. 
49. Meeting new people. 
 
Correction officials should continue to all Wings Family Days in prisons because: 
1.  YES!  Lots of fun. 
2.   Yes, because I want to make more crafts. 
3.   It is a great time for kids to have a normal day. 
4.   It allows one-on-one time w/ the inmate and kids. 
5.   Brings family togetherness. 
6.   We enjoy seeing and spending time with our loved one.  It’s a good time. 
7.   It allows the inmates to have a special holiday with their family. 
8.   YES.  It makes us to look forward to something to work towards. 
9.    It continues to give the family closeness in times of tribulations and trials. 
10.  I think it’s a good thing for them and family. 
11.  It brings hope and love to families.  It shows the whole family that God can be our savior and    
      inspiration.              
12.  It is a nice thing to go to. 
13.  It is a quality time to spend with family and promotes a positive look with the government. 
14.  YES. The importance of family values. 
15.  Families enjoy and need to be together in this friendly environment. 
16.  Inmates get treated equally and feel equal. 
17.  I like to visit and get in the Christmas spirit. 
18.  It helps with being away. 
19.  Gives the prisoners hope. 
20.  It will help everyone understand more. 
21.  They should cause it’s a good way to talk and hang out. 
22.  It gives inmates a time to interact with family. 
23.  Help others and be thankful. 
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24.  Helping people and making new friends. 
25.  It is a wonderful time. 
26.  It’s a great way to connect with your family and get to know. 
27.  It’s a positive environment for families to spend with one another. 
28.  To continue positive influences in the inmates lives. 
29.  It’s a good time. 
30.  To see my dad and eat pizza. 
31.  It helps families be united in unity. 
32.  To bring their families together. 
33.  It is very good for children and the inmates. 
34.  It’s meaningful. 
35.  It is a great thing. 
36.  It is a great time.  It good for the kids. 
37.  It brings families closer. 
38.  It is a great program for inmates. 
39.  It’s well needed.  The fellowship is awesome.  It is a very good way to show the love of Christ  
      that is within us all.  Thank you warden and deputy warden. 
40.  It helps make connections in families and incentives for inmates. 
41.  It allows inmates to do something special with their family. 
42.  They are very positive. 
43.  It helps families keep a relationship at Christmas time. 
44.  It lets people spend time with their family. 
45.  It is a good incentive. 
46.  Everybody gets a Christmas experience with inmates. 
47.  It allows men the extra support from their loved ones to spend time with them on another  
       occasion and encourages the approach about giving the men second chances. 
48.  It brings family together. 
 
I would like to thank Prison Fellowship, Guideposts Magazine, 1687 Foundation, the cookie bakers and other 
sponsors by saying: 
1.  I love Pap Pap Mony. 
2.  Today was amazing.  God Bless. 
3.  I greatly appreciate the time you took out of your day for us. 
4.  Job well done. 
5.  It’s good for the inmates and their kids. 
6.  This is a very wonderful and worthwhile programs! 
7.  Thanks for your hard work and making today possible. 
8.  Thank you. God Bless. 
9.  It was amazing for the kids and inmates. 
10.  You have done an amazing job of showing families there is hope through the Lord. 
11.  Thank you. 
12.  Thanks and also by saying Guideposts Magazine is an excellent magazine. Have been subscribing to it  
       for years. 
13.  Awesome job.  Please come back. 
14.  You made the day more special, meaningful (Bible Story) and delicious! 
15.  Thank you for everything.  For giving my family this opportunity. You are a blessing. 
16.  Thank you for everything. 
17.  May God bless you. 
18.  Everything was delicious. 
19.  Thanks for supporting everyone. 
20.  Thank you for making cookies for us.  They were so good. 
21.  Thank you for allowing my family to spend quality time together. 
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22.  For teaching me about Jesus and God. 
23.  I thank this program because it teaches about God. 
24.  Thank you for a special day! 
25.  Thank you for everything you have done, Prison Fellowship. 
26.  Thank you for having a great program. 
27.  I appreciate all of your hard work to make this program possible. 
28.  Thank you! 
29.  Thank you a special day. 
30.  Continue to do the great work. 
31.  Thank you very much for bringing our families together and teaching us about Jesus. 
32.  Thank you for the caring and donations to make this a great day for my son and his children. 
33.  Thank you!! 
34.  Thank you for this opportunity. 
35.  Thank you so much. 
36.  Thank you. 
37.  Thank you for your consideration. 
38.  Job well done.  Special thanks to the deputy warden and warden for allowing this day to happen. 
39.  It’s great!!  Thanks 
40.  Thank you for your time. 
41.  Thank you very much. 
42.  Thank you for caring.  
43.  Thank you for caring.  We appreciate everything you do. 
44.  Thank you for letting me spend time with my dad and have fun. 
45.  Thank you for your kindness.  God Bless. 
46.  Thank you. 
47.  The Gore family appreciates everything that is put into making this day so special and memorable! 
48.  Thank you for all you do! 
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