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The 6th Wings Family Day at the Noble Correctional Institution was held on December 2, 2018, in 
Caldwell, Ohio.  Special thanks to the staff at NCI for all their hard work preparing for the Family Day, 
including setting up the wonderful decorations, providing the wonderful Christmas crafts for the children, 
providing pizza, and providing some of the tasty cookies.  We are also so grateful to the members of First 
Christian Church who baked so many delicious homemade cookies, and thanks to the volunteers Misty and 
Devin who took family photos, and all the other volunteers who helped in so many ways. 
  
There were 110 inmates and family members who were cleared for the Family Day, along with 35 
volunteers from Caldwell, Cambridge, Columbus, Lancaster, Cheswick, PA, and Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
Many inmates also helped with the beautiful decorations and set-up.   
 
The prison staff were prepared for us and quickly processed the team members into the prison.  Some of 
the cookies, craft, and dinner supplies were already in the chapel so quickly the volunteers went to work 
preparing the overflowing plates of homemade cookies, paper bags filled with dinner supplies and “angel 
decorating materials”, and the craft areas were set up to make Christmas ornaments, cookie decorating, 
and card making materials. 
 
Warden Tim Buchanan officially greeted and welcomed everyone, and Chaplain Gary Eno opened the 
Family Day in prayer.  All the Wings volunteer, the inmates, and their children, helped Ann Edenfield 
Sweet, Wings For LIFE International’s Executive Director/Founder, lead the singing of the joyous Christmas 
music. “Joy to the World” filled the chapel, and it truly was a VERY joyous place. We all enjoyed the music 
so much.   
 
Next the chapel was transformed into a Live Nativity.  Mary, Joseph, and “baby Jesus” were chosen and 
dressed in costume.  Next shepherds and “little sheep” (all the younger boys) were outfitted.  The girls and 
their dads were angels.  We also had male and female “wise people”.  One of the two rules at a Wings 
Family Day is that “everyone participates”, so everyone in the audience became “twinkling stars” and 
“angels” who sang out Alleluia.   
 
Everyone participated in the Live Nativity, the story of the birth of Jesus.  Although there were a lot of 
smiles and fun, participating in the story allowed participants to actually think about how it must have been 
2,000 years ago.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  
 
Next the inmates went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making a special Christmas ornament, decorating cookies, and making cards.   
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, the Warden, prison Chaplain, and Ann had time to 
share about the history of Wings, all the programs in the prison, and the various ministries available to the 
inmates inside the prison.  The families were happy to hear from the Warden and Chaplain and were 
educated about what was available for their loved one. It was a meaningful and special time for 
everyone. 
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Professional photographers Misty and Devin took beautiful family photographs and even printed them out 
for the inmates and the family members to keep.  Family photos are one of the real lasting highlights of 
the Family Day, because for once the incarcerated loved one is in a photo.  The photos are treasured by 
both inmates and family members. 
 
Soon the room was turned into a giant dining room.  The pizza arrived and tables of 10 people enjoyed 
the pizza, plenty of delicious homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of Christmas paper, ribbon, tinsel, and 
recycled “junk” was used to decorate one “Angel” from each dinner group.  Everyone participated in 
decorating their special “Angel”, and soon the room was filled with gorgeous “Angels” with wings and 
halos of all sizes. Great fun was had by all and everyone participated in the final “Alleluia” cheer. 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the room.  Everyone was 
asked to bow in prayer and were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every one of 
us. It was a special, uplifting Family Day, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   
 
As everyone left the Family Day, the children and adults picked up church flyers, Guideposts magazines, 
and books and materials from 1687 Foundation. Christmas had come early to NCI and all participants at 
the 6th Wings Family Day at Noble. 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.   
 
I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 

1. I wanted to support my son. 
2. Because I wanted to see my father. 
3. My son asked me to. 
4. We got to share time with loved ones. 
5. I wanted to see my son, bring his son to interact with other families. 
6. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
7. Because I love my family. 
8. I wanted to spend time with my son and learn something. 
9. I miss my dad. 
10. To see my dad, I love him. 
11. It was a chance to spend quality time with my fiancé and our children before the holidays. 
12. To celebrate the holidays with our loved one. 
13. I appreciate Ann and her passion for God and all God’s children. 
14. I want to help in some way. 
15. It gave me a positive opportunity to spend time with my kids and wife during the holiday season. 
16. For my family. 
17. To see my dad. 
18. I wanted to see my dad for Christmas. 
19. I have been to 2 other Wings and it’s wonderful. 
20. It is a good thing for my grandson to interact with his father (inmate) in a positive, organized religious 

activity. 
21. To take photos. 
22. For kids to see their dad. 
23. So my children could have a fun day with their father. 
24. It’s a good experience. 
25. Seeing all the families coming together and supporting each other in love. 
26. Family is very important. 
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27. I was invited. 
28. To reunite family – distance makes it so difficult to visit. 
29. I heard it was special. 
30. So my daughter can spend time with her dad. 
31. I miss my family and wanted something different. 
32. To volunteer to help with the event. 
33. It’s a great day to spend with daddy. 
34. My daughter’s father decided to join the Wings Program and I wanted to support him and be a part of the 

event. 
35. Wanted to visit uncle. We love him. 

 
The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. To listen to the Word and spend time with each other. 
2. Dressing up. 
3. Families together. 
4. Getting to see others interact with their children. 
5. The play. 
6. Meeting and interacting with others. 
7. Dressing up and doing crafts with my daughter. 
8. Seeing my brother and his kids, spending quality time with him. 
9. Singing and talking about how good it is! 
10. Activities. 
11. Seeing my dad. 
12. Everyone deserves a day to celebrate the holiday with their family and children. 
13. To share a meal and fellowship with our loved one. 
14. Seeing the dads and granddads enjoy family time. 
15. Seeing the children reunite with their families. 
16. Arts and crafts and just spending good quality time with my family. 
17. Watching my kids interact with their dad and everyone.  Plus, watching the activities. 
18. Spending time making crafts with my dad. 
19. Eating with my family. 
20. Time with family and opportunities for father and daughter to be together. 
21. Singing, the play and the meal.  Hearing Ann’s story. 
22. Seeing smiles on family and the inmate’s faces. 
23. Seeing my kids happy. 
24. Singing Christmas carols and watching the kids dress us as angels and shepherds. 
25. Seeing family sharing in love. 
26. The unity of the people coming together and wanting to participate. 
27. Interacting with my family and singing. 
28. Lunch around the table. 
29. The play, the singing, to spend time with his son, mom, son’s mother and sharing a meal. 
30. Taking with inmates. 
31. The crafts. 
32. Seeing my daughter spend time with her dad. 
33. How we got to do something different. 
34. Kid’s faces getting to see their dad.  Father wiping away tears while waiting to see kids. 
35. Seeing the kids interact with their daddy (specifically and general). 
36. Ms. Ann’s story. 
37. Getting to do stuff together, involvement of everybody. 

 
 Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. Support shown for inmates. 
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2. It allows us to bond. 
3. They are special and inmates deserve time to be around family – friends. 
4. It’s a relaxing atmosphere and a fun time for family and inmates. 
5. It’s a great way to bond and stay connected in a spiritual atmosphere. 
6. It builds a good relationship on knowing the person is human. 
7. It brings family closer and teaches children about God. 
8. Closest to home feeling. 
9. So the visitors can see their family. 
10. Everyone deserves a day to celebrate the holiday with their family and children. 
11. It’s a great time to share fellowship while we make memories. 
12. It builds a positive atmosphere for families to be together. 
13. For the family time. 
14. It’s a good positive event allowing families to come together. 
15. Quality time for the whole family. 
16. It allows one-on-one time during the holidays. 
17. They are unable to be home for the holidays so this gives us something special. 
18. It provides a time of Christian fellowship. 
19. Ann’s program is great for everyone involved. 
20. Family is a very important deterrent for recidivism. 
21. It’s good for the kids. 
22. I think it is a positive memory for the kids to remember while visiting their dad. 
23. Continue to fellowship. 
24. It promotes love for one another and unity. 
25. It helps strengthen family. 
26. Putting family together! Is important. 
27. It is beneficial for inmates and their families. 
28. Useful in family reunification. 
29. It allows inmates to connect with family for the holidays. 
30. It allows family to come together. 
31. It is a good program. 
32. Family is the best motivation. 
33. It is important to share this time with our loved ones and to experience the true meaning of Christmas. 
34. It brings family together and it’s positive. 
35. Allows support and encouragement to family members who are inmates as well as inmate’s family. 

 
I appreciate 1687 Foundation books, Guidepost Magazines, cookie bakers, gifts, family 
photos, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. Let the light shine on you. 
2. Please continue to have this activity. 
3. You’re doing a great job keeping family happy and connected. 
4. God is good all the time.  We greatly appreciate you. 
5. Thank you and I want my dad to get out of jail. 
6. Thank you for traveling and helping prepare food and activities. 
7. This was such a special moment to share with our loved one during this time. 
8. Your efforts are so appreciated. 
9. Yum!! 
10. Thank you for everything.  God bless and happy holidays. 
11. Thank you for giving all the inmate’s and family something to look forward too. 
12. Thanks! 
13. This is a wonderful way to show love and caring to a population that is usually forgotten. 
14. Good job. 
15. Each and every person helped make this possible for these kids to sit on their father’s laps. 
16. Thank you for an awesome day with wonderful goodies. 
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17. Thank you for your love and support to our loved ones. 
18. Everything was very, very good. 
19. Thank you! 
20. Thank you for your time and hard work so family can reunite. 
21. The kids had a great day with their parent. 
22. Amazing. 
23. God bless you. 
24. All those that have contributed in any way, thank you. 
25. Thank you, everything was awesome.  
26. Thank you.  We love ya, have a blessed Christmas. 

 
I drove ___ miles one way to come to the party: 
8, 10, 20, 40, 70, 75, 110, 110, 118, 150, 180, 187 

Additional Comments: 
1. Thank you Ann for helping create a program to help those who are incarcerated, find God and spend time 

with family. 
2. To thank you also to be able to celebrate the holiday and sharing the good news, staying connected. 
3. I am thankful for me because if I wasn’t clear minded and strong I would be no good for any of my loved 

ones nor myself. 
 
Additional Comments from the Warden: 
Please know I appreciate each of you who sacrificed your time to come into our facility.  Days like Sunday are very 
special to the men of NCI and to the employees.  It shows there is a lot of good that can happen inside a 
correctional facility.  Please know that you are welcome here and I hope that we can partner more in the next year.   
 
Take care and God bless.   
Tim Buchanan, Warden 
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