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The 13th Wings Family Day at the Southeastern Correctional Center was held on December 2, 2017, in 
Lancaster, Ohio.  Special thanks to First Presbyterian Church of Lancaster, who for the 13th year provided 
all the pizza (and many of the cookies.) Thanks to Prison Fellowship, OSL Collaborators, all the cookie 
bakers, and all the support from local congregations. 
  
There were 120 inmates who invited family members, 3 inmates who helped with the sound system, 11 
inmates who were part of the praise band, and at least 12 inmates who helped with the beautiful 
decorations and set-up.  Each inmate invited 3+ family members and there were ?? volunteers who had 
signed up for the Family Day.  The volunteers came from many different churches and were from all over 
Ohio, Virginia, and also Albuquerque, NM. 
 
Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings For LIFE International’s Executive Director/Founder, and volunteers Doug 
Sweet and Janis and Andy Smeltzer held an inmate orientation/training for all the men who would be 
attending the Family Day Friday evening. The training went well and it was fun to watch the men who were 
new to Wings start to break out of their shell and participate. Ann has a contract with the NM Corrections 
Department where she teaches the inmates about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets©, ways to cut 
at-risk behaviors.  The men seemed very interested in learning about this. 
 
On Saturday morning the prison staff were prepared for us and quickly processed the team members into 
the prison.  It’s so much fun to see staff year after year – it’s like greeting old friends.  Hugs were 
exchanged by all the volunteers who have also become friends.  
 
As usual, the men at SCC decorated the gym beautifully.  Hundreds of white handmade snowflakes, along 
with colorful 3-dimensional snowflakes, were strung across the gym ceiling.  They also had made 
cardboard crosses that hung from stars, and they were interspersed between the special snowflakes. The 
scene certainly didn’t look like a prison! In fact it looked like a beautiful Christmas winter wonderland. The 
water fountain was wrapped in paper and snowflakes and looked like a large present. The back “wall” 
(actually the bleachers pushed flat) were covered with Christmas paper.  A huge “bow” was on the 
package along with a tag that was for the Wings Christmas Family Day, and it was a huge Christmas 
present for everyone.  It was such a festive place, and showed how much the men had done to prepare for 
our special Christmas Family Day. 
 
We also were blessed this year to have three Prison Fellowship staff with us.  Jim Forbes is the National 
Prison Fellowship Media from their Lansdowne, Virginia headquarters. Dennis Truesdale is the National 
Regional Director for Prison Fellowship and he oversees Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana.  Richard Swiger is the 
new Prison Fellowship Ohio State Director. They all were able to share about Prison Fellowship, their many 
programs, and their amazing support of Wings. 
 
Jim Forbes had done a wonderful job of recruiting press to attend the Family Day.  The Columbus Dispatch, 
Columbus’ newspaper, sent reporters out to cover the Family Day and there was a cover photo of an 
inmate with his child, several other photos, and a lovely article written in the Sunday paper about the 
Family Day. 
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The Columbus NBC affiliate also came out to cover the Family Day and there was TV coverage about the 
Christmas Family Day as well.  GREAT job Jim!  It’s so wonderful to have such positive coverage about 
prison, inmates, and their families. 
 
Most of the cookies, craft, and dinner supplies had been delivered to the prison prior to Saturday.  So 
quickly the volunteers went to work preparing the overflowing plates of homemade cookies, paper bags 
filled with dinner supplies and “angel decorating materials”, and the craft team set up the cookie 
decorating areas, prepared the frosting and sprinkles, Christmas ornaments, and card making materials. 
 
As soon as the preparation was completed, Ann Edenfield Sweet held a volunteer training to go over all 
the guidelines for the Family Day.  Family members started being processed into the prison and they too 
were part of the orientation.  After orientation, Ann led the family members and volunteers in mixer games 
where people started to get to know one another, and family relationships were already being 
strengthened.  Everyone enjoyed talking to one another and discovering favorite Christmas traditions, 
finding out birth cities, and other information about one another. It was a fun, interactive time. 
 
The Chaplain officially opened the Family Day in prayer at noon.  This year we had a great inmate band 
who led the singing.  Many of their children joined them, and we all sang joyous Christmas carols. The “Joy 
to the World” filled the gym, and it truly was a VERY joyous place. We all enjoyed the music so much.   
 
Next the gym was transformed into a Live Nativity.  Mary, Joseph, and “baby Jesus” were chosen and 
dressed in costume.  Next shepherds and “little sheep” (all the younger boys) were outfitted.  The girls and 
their dads were angels.  We also had male and female “wise people”.  One of the two rules at a Wings 
Family Day is that “everyone participates”, so everyone in the audience became “twinkling stars” and 
“angels” who sang out Alleluia.   
 
Everyone participated in the Live Nativity, the story of the birth of Jesus.  Although there were a lot of 
smiles and fun, participating in the story allowed participants to actually think through how it must have 
been 2,000 years ago.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama and helped us to focus why Jesus’ birth is so 
important to us today. 
 
Next the inmates went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved decorating the cookies, making a special Christmas ornament, and making gorgeous cards 
with nativity stickers and scenes.  While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann, and other 
ministry leaders, had time to share about the history of Wings, the Angel Tree Program, special Prison 
Fellowship programs in the prison, and Ohio Reentry Director Darryl Graves talked about prison 
programming and reentry initiatives. It was a meaningful and special time for everyone. 
 
Family photographs were taken throughout the party except during the Live Nativity by volunteer Janis 
Smeltzer.  Janis is a former professional photographer who sets up a professional photo backdrop and 
lights in the gym.  Family photos are one of the real lasting highlights of the Family Day, because for once 
the incarcerated loved one is in a photo.  The photos are treasured by both inmates and family members. 
 
Soon the gym was turned into a giant dining room.  A mountain of pizza arrived and circles of 10 people 
enjoyed the pizza, plenty of delicious homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each 
table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of Christmas paper, ribbon, tinsel, and 
recycled “junk” was used to decorate one “Angel” from each dinner group.  Everyone participated in 
decorating their special “Angel”, and soon the gym was filled with gorgeous “Angels” with wings and halos 
of all sizes. Great fun was had by all and everyone participated in the final “Alleluia” cheer. 
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The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in two large circles around the gym.  The Chaplain 
asked everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and 
every one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
As everyone left the Family Day, the children picked out teddy bears made especially for them by 
inmates. They had worked all year making them and said that they didn’t have any children attending the 
Family Day but it warmed their hearts to see the joy on the children’s faces when they picked out a teddy 
bear. Church flyers, materials from Prison Fellowship and Wings Christmas had come early to SCC and all 
participants at the 13th Wings Christmas Family Day. 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
I came to the Wings Family Day today because:  
1. I was invited by a foster son and I love to come. 
2. To show my husband and friends support and that everything is going to be ok. 
3. It’s very nice. It’s a time to show love to your loved one. 
4. To be able to spend time with my father. 
5. This was truly a needed time for my daughter and myself. 
6. To have fun and see my dad. 
7. See my son. 
8. To enjoy the company of my family. 
9. Seeing my son play with his son. 
10. It is an opportunity to come together as a family after 22 years. 
11. To spend time with a family member. 
12. To spend time with my family. 
13. I wanted to see my dad. 
14. Chance to learn about family support. 
15. Family time with husband and children. 
16. My son and his daughter. 
17. For family. 
18. My son is an inmate and his children and I were happy to have the chance to celebrate with him. 
19. I wanted to help. 
20. I wanted to show support for my grandson. 
21. To celebrate Christmas with my son. 
22. I miss my brother immensely. 
23. My brother invited me. 
24. My son invited me. 
25. I wanted to celebrate Christmas with my son. 
26. I wanted to spend time with my mother. 
27. So I can spend time with my family. 
28. My husband is here and we have children together and I thought it would be a great time for us to spend time 

together.  Also so he and the kids could be together. 
29. To spend the holiday season with my son. 
30. To see my wife, daughter and mother. 
31. To see my husband for the holiday. 
32. To visit my brother. 
33. To visit my son. 
34. I came to see my family. 
35. To spend the holiday with family. 
36. I got to spend time with my family. 
37. It is a good way for families to visit outside of the rude guards at regular visits. 
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38. I wanted to spend time with my son. 
39. To support my son who is incarcerated. 
40. To see family, my nephew. 
41. My grandson asked me to come. 
42. To spend time with son and to bring granddaughters. 
43. To spend time with loved ones. 
44. My son is here. 
45. Thought it would be a nice time. 
46. To spend quality time with family. 
47. It was an opportunity to spend time with my loved one. 
48. I was asked to come. 
49. I wanted to spend time with my family. 
50. It was a great day to bond with my brother and share the holiday. 
51. To support my son. 
52. Because of my son. 
53. My son wanted us to come to be able to celebrate Christmas with him. 
54. My son asked us to come and experience something new. 
55. I wanted to help families connect. 
56. To experience something new and enjoy seeing my family around and meeting new people. 
57. To see dad. 
58. My son is incarcerated and I am guardian/parent to his children. 
59. I wanted to see my son and have a fun day with him. 
60. Family time. 
61. To celebrate. 
62. To see my family and have a jolly good time. 
63. The celebration of Jesus Christ and to visit inmates. 
64. It was about spending family time before the holidays. 
65. It’s good for family. 
66. Of my husband having time with his family. 
67. To be closer to family. 
68. To enjoy some family time with my family. 
69. To be with my loved one. 
70. It was another opportunity to spend time together as a family. 
71. I was able to go and have an extra visit with my dad. 
72. To bring my son’s kids and I enjoyed it last year. 
73. For family quality time for Christmas. 
74. Chance to visit with my kids and family. 
75. Let my children have a Christmas memory with their father. 
76. I wanted to be with my family. 
77. My son qualifies for this day. 
78. Guest. 
79. I wanted the chance to share and bond with my family. 
 
The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 
1. Just being together and enjoying seeing the children with their family. 
2. Spending time with family and friends. 
3. What Christ is all about. 
4. Watching my son speak to the Dispatch and tell his story. 
5. Just spending some one-on-one time with my daughter. 
6. Seeing my son and spending my day with him. 
7. Taking photos and eating. 
8. My son. 
9. Seeing all the smiling faces on every family here today.  Knowing their little ones are being lived in Jesus’ name. 
10. Pictures and the holiday atmosphere. 
11. Family time. 
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12. Seeing my dad. 
13. Spending time together. 
14. Time for caring and sharing. 
15. Free pizza. 
16. Quality family time. 
17. Talking in the group. 
18. Taking family photo and seeing my grandson meeting new friends. 
19. Being able to enjoy time with my son. 
20. Seeing everyone smile and laugh with their families. 
21. Getting to sit down and eat together. 
22. Seeing my son. My son played in the band—I’ve never seen him play.  All the kids having fun, meeting others. 
23. Being with family, Christmas carols, and nativity. 
24. Listening to mom sing. 
25. Making crafts with my kids. 
26. Family photo and watching my son with his children, how happy they are. 
27. To watch my son and granddaughter spend holiday time together. 
28. Spending time with my daughter doing crafts. 
29. My daughter and husband dancing and making cookies. 
30. Having the time to spend with my family and seeing the love. 
31. Having a meal with my son. 
32. Getting to see my family. 
33. Was to see my baby girl smile when she seen her dad. 
34. Getting to see my mother, brother and girlfriend. 
35. Doing activities with each other. 
36. Being able to actually spend time, talk, hug and taking pictures with my son. 
37. The Christmas music, pictures, sharing of testimonials from Wings. 
38. Amazing. 
39. Being with my grandson without feeling like I was under pressure. 
40. Time with son and the music. 
41. Getting to be with my son and music. 
42. Pictures, meal, freedom to move. 
43. My child. 
44. Singing. 
45. Sharing a meal with my father. 
46. Taking the family photo, my daughter spending time with her dad. 
47. Seeing my son. 
48. Watching my son and his little sister making cards together. 
49. Talking to my daughter. 
50. My daughter. 
51. Spending personal time with my loved ones. 
52. The decoration, the message and fellowship. 
53. The fellowship. 
54. The band and being with my son and family. 
55. The band, the live nativity. 
56. Visiting time with different people and seeing what Wings For LIFE was all about. 
57. Seeing the inmates with their kids. 
58. Seeing my brother. 
59. Arts and crafts. 
60. Arts and crafts with dad. 
61. Seeing my son and allowing his children to spend time with him. 
62. Being able to relax and move around with my son.  Also the crafts and the food. 
63. Pizza and crafts. 
64. Worshipping and crafts. 
65. Dressing up. 
66. Singing. 
67. Pictures and crafts. 
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68. Seeing loved ones. 
69. Bonding with son and family. 
70. Activities. 
71. Just seeing the kids play games with their dad. 
72. The Christmas stories. 
73. Singing and making cards and cookies with my children. 
74. Playing in the play, making arts and crafts. 
75. Eating pizza together. 
76. Being able to hang out with my dad and family. 
77. Walking and talking with my son. 
78. Singing and food and talking to all the people. 
79. Live Nativity and family photo. 
80. My children and making cookies and the crafts. 
81. Watching the families reunite. 
82. Pizza and cookies. 
83. Wings discussion. 
84. Being able to share and do things as a family with my granddaughter and daughter and wife as a whole. 
85. Seeing all the families together. 
86. The lesson of God. 
 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 
1. It is a wonderful day for family. 
2. Any time we spend time with our family is good. 
3. It’s good that children get to see their fathers around the holiday and I’m sure it brings a calmness to that prison 

and prisoner. 
4. This is a highlight of our year. 
5. It brings families together. 
6. It brings you closer to your family. 
7. Brings family together. 
8. We can for a moment feel we are not being embraced by just a prisoner but our fathers’, brothers’, and 

husbands. 
9. Something nice for families. 
10. It helps with family bonds. 
11. Can spend time with our loved ones. 
12. It is important to have time as a family unit. 
13. I think it’s food for the inmates. 
14. Brings families together. 
15. Family is an important part of an inmate’s success. 
16. It is helpful to everyone. 
17. It is a much needed support group. 
18. It’s a great inspiration for families and inmates. 
19. I can’t speak for everyone, but it personally healed my heart. Family is life. 
20. Encourages the inmates, gives them and us family members a chance to fellowship at ease. 
21. Inmates and families need the interaction. 
22. Wings gives families time together. 
23. Keeps family close together. 
24. I think that if they continue doing things like this it will help with children who do have dad’s locked up so that 

they have this time with their dad.  Also helps with the inmate. 
25. Allows us to visit and enjoy our time without being in a little room. 
26. Helps families spend time together without sitting in a little room and allows for real family time. 
27. It helps out. 
28. Family support is vital to the inmate. 
29. It’s good for inmates to see their family if they are doing a long time. 
30. It’s a great thing for the inmates for the holidays. 
31. It’s good for our health. 
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32. It’s a good way for inmates to see their loved ones. 
33. It helps kids feel their family member is normal and can enjoy a regular holiday together. 
34. It gives family members opportunity to have a more family type of visit. 
35. It brings a different feel than you get on a regular visit.  I love being able to engage more freely. 
36. It’s good for the inmates and families and kids, and for them for the Christmas holiday. 
37. Opportunity to communicate freely. 
38. This felt so normal and nice to spend time.  Everyone seemed to get along ok. 
39. We get in touch with our loved ones and it is good time for everyone. 
40. Quality time with family. 
41. Positive involvement for everyone. 
42. Helps inmates, family and society. 
43. It takes the edge off of prison life. 
44. Makes relationships better. 
45. Family is the cornerstone of our society. 
46. It brings joy and it gives inmates a chance to spend time freely with family. 
47. Really good for the inmates. 
48. It was fun and a great visit. 
49. It shows that someone cares about the inmates and families. 
50. It’s nice for family. 
51. It gives us peace and time we normally don’t get with family. 
52. It reminded my family and I that we are human despite the circumstance.  Not celebrating holidays has been the 

hardest for us and this gave us some relief. 
53. It provides hope to families and inmates. 
54. It is a very beneficial event for the families and everyone else. 
55. The guys get to celebrate Christmas with their family. 
56. Something for the inmates to look forward too, more social time to be with others. 
57. It is a positive experience allowing families to connect.  Connections will help them when they get out. 
58. It’s a great experience. 
59. It gives people a new outlook before and after going home. 
60. Because it teaches us about God and Jesus. 
61. It is a wonderful program and a true gift from the Lord. 
62. It’s fun. 
63. They (the Wings people), encourage family fellowship that is so much more relaxed and personal than regular 

visitation day. 
64. It’s important for the children to connect and have fun with their family member. 
65. They really bring a family together to spend time together and have fun. 
66. It’s better than a regular visit. 
67. It gives our family a chance to bond. 
68. It’s good for the families and inmates. 
69. Great for inmates and family. 
70. Families keep people out of jail. 
71. The inmates need it. 
72. It’s about the kids, playing games with their fathers. 
73. It gives something to strive for. 
74. It lets an inmate and his family share special time. 
75. It’s a great program for loved ones to join and be with each other for the holidays. 
76. It reminds everyone how important family is.  A reason to better themselves. 
77. It is fun and I think that younger kids would really enjoy it. 
78. Change of routine, prisoners can relate for a few hours. 
79. It lifts everyone’s spirits for the holidays. 
80. Yes, and it’s a well built day and also to change. 
81. It was a great experience. 
82. They’re positive and provide a great sense of self-worth. 
83. It allows a time for families to be together and worship together. 
84. They drop off the stress.  They learn family and the meaning of bonding etc. 
85. It’s wonderful. 



8 
 

86. It gives the inmates something to look forward too. Plus helps bring us close. 
 
I appreciate Prison Fellowship and collaborators’ gifts and books, First Presbyterian 
Church for the donated pizza, Janice Smeltzer for the photos, thanks to all the cookie 
bakers for the delicious homemade donated cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors 
thanks and: 
1. Everything was delicious. 
2. Thank you so much and bless all your hearts for caring so much for us in prison. 
3. You are greatly appreciated and God bless. 
4. Thank you. 
5. God bless you and thanks for your kindness. 
6. We wish you and your family a blessed Christmas. 
7. Thank you, without you we could not have done this and felt loved like children of God. 
8. Thanks. 
9. Thanks for your support. 
10. Thank you for allowing our families to come here today. 
11. Thank you for the play, arts and crafts and so forth. 
12. You are appreciated. 
13. That was a nice thing to do.  And God bless you all. 
14. Thanks for everything. 
15. Thank you so much for this opportunity. It made our separation for the holiday much more bearable. 
16. Thanks for a great day, keep it up. 
17. Thank you so very much. 
18. Thank you, I greatly appreciate your time and making this possible for my family. 
19. Without you, none of this would’ve been possible.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
20. Thank you for making this happen. 
21. Thank God for you and your programs.  Will include you in my prayers. 
22. Thank you, bless you, praise the Lord. 
23. God bless. 
24. It was great and really appreciated.  God bless. 
25. Thank you so much for this, I can tell it has lifted his spirit very much, thank you.  God bless you, hope to see you 

again. 
26. Thank you so much for all the time volunteers and the time with my son and his daughter. 
27. Thank you so much. 
28. God bless, thank you for your support. 
29. Thank you for an amazing time. 
30. Thank you for making all this possible. 
31. Thank you for allowing us to come and enjoy each other. 
32. Thank you and continue to serve the community, it is greatly appreciated. 
33. Thank you for sharing the love of God. 
34. Thanks for everything.  It made it all better. 
35. Food was good, thank you very much and God bless you. 
36. God bless the work you do.  Thank you so much for your time, it was awesome. 
37. Thank you, please keep doing this for the inmates and their families. 
38. Without all of you and this event, a lot of faces wouldn’t have smiles today. 
39. Thank you for your time. 
40. Thank you very much for your generous gift to all the residents and their families. 
41. Thanks and good job. 
42. Thank you for serving and standing in the gap for families. 
43. I had a lot of fun. 
44. Thank you for all the hard work you put in to this. 
45. You have made people happy!  Thanks for your hearts for families. 
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46. Thank you for taking time out of their day to organize this. 
47. Thank you all so much for a wonderful day. 
48. You have done everything to get it to the top, thank you. 
49. You are awesome!  I appreciate the generosity and help from all who participated/donated. 
50. Thank you for all you do to brighten the day of our family. 
51. Thank you for this opportunity to spend this time with our family member and to enjoy an experience they rarely 

get. 
52. You did a nice job with decorating and the fun crafts. 
53. Great job. 
54. I really enjoy you people. 
55. Thank you and happy holidays. 
56. It was great. 
57. This was a great day. 
58. Thanks for allowing my family to be a part of today.  Thanks, may God bless you. 
59. Thank you for allowing me and my family to visit my dad and the extra time. 
60. Thank you, nice job. 
61. Thanks for doing this for the guys, I think it’s helping them. 
62. Thank you for caring and sharing. 
63. Thank you a lot. 
64. I had a great time, thank you. 
65. You’re appreciated for what you do goes beyond words.  Thank you. 
66. This has been a wonderful day.  Thank you. 
67. I would like to thank all for the chance to share, the good food and above all the family time, relaxed family 

time. 
68. God bless.  Thanks so much. 
69. God bless and thank you sooo much for the wonderful day! 
 
I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day: 
5, 15, 20, 30, 35, 45, 90, 96, 100, 101, 103, 110, 120, 145, 180, 200, 15 min drive, 45 min drive, drove from 
Kentucky, flew in from Virginia, flew in from Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
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