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The 7th Wings Family Day at the Lea County Correctional Facility – GP, was held on November 9, in 
Hobbs, NM.  
 
The volunteers from Albuquerque arrived at the prison on Friday afternoon for “Asset training” and to talk 
to the men in the seminarian program.  Ann Edenfield Sweet, the Executive Director and Founder of Wings 
For LIFE International, did the “Communication 101” workshop that is part of her curriculum – Strengthening 
Families from the Inside Out. They learned about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets©, ways to 
strengthen families and cut at-risk behaviors. The men learned that if you have more than 30 of the 40 
Developmental Assets© at-risk behaviors are greatly lowered.  Considering that most young people today 
have far fewer Assets© the men learned that preparing for the “winds of life” that will hit all of us will 
better prepare us keep more Assets in place during difficult times. They also played communication games, 
and were taught how to teach this first lesson.  Ann has given her curriculum to the NMCD and the 
seminarians plan to do the curriculum as a pilot project in hopes that they will be able to continue the 8-
week course for other inmates not only at Hobbs, but other facilities as they are transferred across the 
state.  
 
Saturday morning the volunteers and inmate helpers did a great job of helping set up for the Family Day. 
Paper bags with cups, plates, napkins, placemats and plastic spoons were filled.  Platters of homemade 
cookies were prepared, and family members who arrived early were asked to help with the preparations 
too.  
 
Once everything was set up Ann led the family members and the volunteers in mixers, and everyone 
played with balloons and tarps too, including seeing who could bounce the balloon the highest.  Then all 
the children who were there participated in the “Balloon Pop” – seeing who could pop the balloon the 
fastest.  Everyone had a good time before the Family Day even started! 
  
One of the seminarians opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann, some children, parents and 
volunteers helped lead the songs – “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Next Ann led 
signing for “Jesus Loves Me”, and everyone beautifully sang this song and signed to the words.  
 
Next one of the seminarians became Jesus.  All the inmates were disciples, and people in the audience 
were the “boat”, the “wind, rain, waves or the sail”. Jesus and the disciples got into the boat after a long 
day.  Jesus immediately went to sleep on the “cushion”.  Soon there was a huge storm that came up on the 
lake and the disciples were frightened.  They woke up Jesus, he stood up in the boat, and he yelled out to 
the wind and the waves, “BE STILL!”  The disciples looked at one another and said, “Who is this man who 
can calm the wind and the waves?” 
 
The seminarian leader talked about the storms in our lives and it is Jesus who can calm those storms and be 
with us as we go through them. 
 
Ann reflected on this parable as she too was in the “storm of her life” when her first husband was arrested. 
She shared about how faith in God helped sustain her and keeps her going today. 
 
Next the men went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique butterflies out 
of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and pretzels.  It’s amazing how 
beautiful those necklaces were! 
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While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann had time to share about the history of Wings, 
church programs available to families in Albuquerque, and the Thresholds Mentoring Program.  Other 
seminarians shared about the special seminary program that is now being offered at LCCF.   
 
Soon the room was turned into a dining room.  Circles of 10 people enjoyed the pizza, had plenty of 
delicious homemade cookies to eat, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of “junk” (newspaper, paper feathers, a 
paper bag and paper plate) was given to each table.  One person from each table was chosen to be the 
“Human Turkey”.  The “junk” was used to create the most beautiful turkeys you’ve ever seen!  Every one 
was laughing and enjoying their favorite “turkey”! 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the room.  The Chaplain asked 
everyone to bow as he said a closing prayer. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined 
together for great fun and fellowship.   
 
Church flyers and Guideposts magazines were also distributed to everyone.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the homemade cookies! 
 
The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful the 
Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 
1. To  
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