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The 6th Wings Family Day at the Lea County Correctional Facility – GP-1, was held on Sunday, Oct. 29, 
2017, in Hobbs, NM. There were 209 inmates and family members who were cleared to attend the Family 
Day, 14 inmates who were in the praise band, and there were 11 volunteers who were able to attend the 
Family Day.  The volunteers came from 11 different churches and were from Albuquerque, Moriarty, and 
Hobbs. 
 
The Albuquerque volunteers had driven down from Albuquerque on Friday and did an “Asset training” and 
general training to prepare the men for what to expect at the Family Day on Friday night.  That way they 
are additional “team members” and also have learned about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets©, 
ways to strengthen families and cut at-risk behaviors. The men learned that if you have more than 30 of 
the 40 Developmental Assets© at-risk behaviors are greatly lowered.  Considering that most young people 
today have far fewer Assets© the men learned that preparing for the “winds of life” that will hit all of us 
will better prepare us keep more Assets in place during difficult times.  
 
The Wings’ team did a Family Day for the GP population on Saturday, Oct. 28, and then a Family Day 
for the GP-1 population on Sunday, Oct. 29.  
 
Sunday morning the volunteers and inmate helpers did a great job of helping set up for the Family Day. 
Paper bags with cups, plates, napkins, placemats and plastic spoons were filled.  Platters of homemade 
cookies were prepared, and family members who arrived early were asked to help with the preparations 
too.  
 
Once everything was set up Ann led the family members and the volunteers in mixers, and everyone 
played with balloons and tarps too, including seeing who could bounce the balloon the highest.  Then all 
the children who were there participated in the “Balloon Pop” – seeing who could pop the balloon the 
fastest.  Everyone had a good time before the Family Day even started! 
  
Chaplain Wayne Brazil opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann, some choir members, children, and 
volunteers helped lead the first two songs – “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the 
praise band led the music and the children and family members were given bells and percussion 
instruments to play. The praise band at Lea County is outstanding, and everyone loved the music and 
singing.  
 
Next the room was transformed into a “sowing field” as Ann led the Bible story of The Parable of the 
Sower.  The “Sower” was chosen, as were the initial “seeds’, the “birds of the air”, the “thorns”, the 
“stompers” and the “rock”.  The “Sower” sowed the first seeds.  They started to grow and then they were 
trampled upon and withered and died.  The field was cleared and the Sower sowed some more seeds.  
The birds of the air came and pecked at them and finally they withered and died.  The field was cleared 
again.  Again the Sower sowed seeds, but they feel between the thorns and the thorns chocked the seeds 
and they withered and died.  Next the Sower sowed the seeds on the rock and they withered and died.  
But when the Sower finally sowed the seeds on GOOD SOIL, the seeds grew and grew and even grew a 
hundredfold!  Everyone loved being part of the story, especially when everyone at the end was a seed 
that grew a hundredfold!   
 
Ann reflected on this parable and how often we don’t grow as we should and get stomped upon, choked 
by the “thorns” in our lives, and pecked by the “birds” and distractions in our lives.  But once we fall on 

Wings Family Day  
Western Women’s Correctional Facility 

Grants, NM 
November 4, 2017 



2 
 

good soil, we can not only grow, but surpass all expectations and grow a hundredfold!  With God as the 
Sower, all things are possible. 
 
Next the men went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique butterflies out 
of the “worthless” newspaper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and pretzels.  It’s amazing how 
beautiful those necklaces were! 
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann had time to share about the history of Wings, 
church programs available to families in Albuquerque, and the Thresholds Mentoring Program.  Other 
program leaders shared about programs at LCCF, and prison staff shared about the various programs 
that are available at the prison. 
 
Soon the room was turned into a giant dining room.  Circles of 10 people enjoyed the donated pizza by a 
generous donor, had plenty of delicious homemade cookies to eat, and punch.  Lively discussion was held 
at each table.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Everyone pulled out their plastic spoons and 
soon everyone was hanging a spoon on their nose!  It was absolutely amazing how long people could keep 
a spoon on their noses!  After many movements, spins, and even the hokey pokey, and finalists had a “run 
to the finish” to determine the final winners.  It was SO much fun watching everyone laugh and have such a 
good time.  Certificate were awarded to the proud winners, as we all laughed and cheered. 
 
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the room.  The Chaplain asked 
everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every 
one of us. It was a special, uplifting party, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from Operation Starting Line collaborators, 
1687 Foundation, The Vivian Foundation, and Testify World were also distributed to everyone.  
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the homemade cookies! 
 
I came to the Wings Family Day Party today because: 
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I came to the Wings Family Day Party today because: 
1. This is my 3rd time attending this event and this was the best one.  
2. So I could visit with my mother-in-law. 
3. To see my son. 
4. Wife was part of the program. 
5. To spend time with, and see my mom. 
6. I wanted to see my fiancé and celebrate with her at this Wing’s party. 
7. Because my family came. 
8. I wanted to see my mama. 
9. To share with friends and family. 
10. I needed to give my niece a big hug.  And to let her know I love her. 
11. For the time to visit with family who hasn’t been able to make it in a while. 
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12. To support my sister. 
13. I wanted to see my sister-in-law. 
14. Family time. 
15. It gives me a change of pace, a fun thing to do. 
16. It gives me a chance to visit in a more relaxed atmosphere. 
17. I am a volunteer, my wife works for Wings, it’s a good cause! 
18. To visit my aunt in a Christian environment. 
19. To see my sister. 
20. Good opportunity to visit my mother in a nicer setting. 
21. To be with my sister. 
22. As a volunteer, I wanted to make a difference in people’s lives. 
23. To support my mother. 
24. Get to spend time with my wife.  And me to meet new people. 
25. I wanted to see my mother. 
26. I love my family. 
27. My daughter is here and I brought her daughter. 
28. I thought the personal time with my daughter would be priceless. 
29. To visit and spend time with my mom. 
30. I wanted to spend the time with my mother because I love and miss her so very much. 
31. To spend time with my grandmother. 
32. My mom. 
33. I came to see my daughter and wife. 
34. I came to see my aunt. 
35. I wanted to visit with my sister. 
36. I had heard lots of good things about it. 

 
The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. Activities. 
2. The stories. 
3. Being able to hug and talk to my mother-in-law. 
4. Visiting. 
5. The time with my wife. 
6. Being able to be with my mom in a non-visit setting. 
7. When I got to be a thorn in the play. 
8. To see my good friends and family. 
9. The crafts. 
10. Seeing my cliffhanger. 
11. Everything. 
12. Spending time with my niece. 
13. Spending some needed and valuable time with family. 
14. Seeing my sister smile and see my family smile. 
15. To visit with my sister-in-law. 
16. Bible story. 
17. Seeing family and friends. 
18. Game with my daughter, holding my daughter. 
19. Arts and crafts and of course pizza and eating with family. 
20. Seeing my sister and Ann’s story. 
21. Hugging my mother. 
22. Learning from a Wings volunteer about fire mountain beading. 
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23. Songs, arts and crafts.  The children return of people that have come before. 
24. My family. 
25. Eating, crafting, and meeting new people. 
26. Crafts with family. 
27. Enjoy the relaxed time, family time, learning about Wings For LIFE. 
28. Seeing the families enjoy a meal together. 
29. Making arts and crafts and eating with my mom and grandma. 
30. Being able to spend time with my mother and be able to hold her and hug her. 
31. To be close to my grandmother and being close to her, and making crafts. 
32. Meeting people. 
33. I enjoy being with my daughter. 
34. Like making stuff with my aunt. 
35. To spend time with my sister. 
36. Ann’s story. 

 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. Special moments with our families. 
2. This was the best Wings party, organized very well. 
3. I’m glad the inmates get to have regular food. 
4. Gives families a chance to gather. 
5. They stopped visitations on the weekends. 
6. They are very beneficial and inspiring for the inmates and family who love them. 
7. They bring families together. 
8. You guys get the family together. 
9. It’s nice to enjoy visiting in this type of setting. 
10. It’s good to know what resources are available. 
11. It was super. 
12. It helps all inmates and their families. 
13. It is a good thing for families to bond and spend time together. 
14. It allows the families to get together. 
15. Brings family together. 
16. It gives inmates an incentive to behave so they can attend. 
17. They keep families together. 
18. They are a positive environment that creates activities for family to do together. 
19. Because of family. 
20. A nice setting to visit considering the circumstances. 
21. It’s important for family and inmates to meet each other. 
22. They make a difference. 
23. Bring happiness and joy to family. 
24. It’s a good way to meet others. 
25. We love to see our family. 
26. Community of people meet others coming here. Inmates here are all smiling by the end of the 

day, there was fulfillment. 
27. It is so important for prisoners and their families to be able to show the support for one 

another. 
28. This lets families come back together again and interact with each other again. 
29. It is good to be close to your loved one and it brings a bigger bond and to make your loved one 

feel the love. 
30. It is very fun and touching knowing my grandma is happy. 
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31. You get to spend time with your family. 
32. We enjoy coming all the way from California. 
33. We enjoyed being here. 
34. It helps the inmate spend more time with their families. 
 

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Prison Fellowship and Operation Starting Line 
collaborators’ gifts and books, donated cookies and pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors 
thanks and: 

1. I appreciate everything you do. 
2. Thank you. 
3. We sincerely appreciate everything you all have done and allowing us to see our families. 
4. I really appreciated everything, it was wonderful. 
5. Thank you for everything you all do for us. 
6. Please continue to have events like this. 
7. Keep on inspiring people. 
8. Keep up the good work. 
9. I very much appreciated coming. 
10. It is a awesome organization, so proud to be a part of it.  Thank you so much for everything. 
11. Appreciate your hard work. 
12. Thanks. 
13. Thank you for your love. 
14. God bless you for all your gifts of time, talents and love. 
15. You’re great. 
16. Keep up the good work.  This was a nice visit. 
17. Good stories. 
18. Hope that Wings can continue to do these reunions.  Maybe more than once. 
19. You people here are generous. 
20. We appreciate all that you do. 
21. Most definitely you are soooo…..appreciated.  These women really enjoyed the day. 
22. Please continue the great job and special thanks to the volunteers. 
23. It was an amazing idea to let families come together again. 
24. Thank you for doing the Wings party. 

 
 
I drove ___ miles one way to come to the party: 
54, 60, 66, 67, 70, 80, 100, 150, 200, 250, 280, 290, 296, 297, 300, 350, 442, 3 hrs, 650,  
 
 

 

 
37.  
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