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2nd Wings Family Day  

Northwest New Mexico Correctional 

Facility 

Grants, NM 

10-27-18 
 

The second Wings Family Day was held at the new Northwest New Mexico Correctional 

Facility for men on October 27, 2018. There were 135 children and adult family members, 35 

inmates, 5 seminary graduates, and 20 volunteers who were signed up to attend the Family Day.   

The volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day.  Homemade cookie plat-

ters, paper supplies for the mealtime were organized, craft tables were prepared, and soon eve-

rything was ready for the Family Day. Grants has five men who have graduated from the inmate 

seminary program in Hobbs.  We were blessed to have time to meet with the men, find out 

about their work in Grants, and hear about how wonderful the “Inmate Chaplain: program is 

working. 

As the families arrived, Ann led the group in mixers.  People got to know one another, found 

out favorite hobbies, and where people were from, and discovered fun things to do in their 

hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one another.  Tarps and 

balloons were also played with, and contests were held to see which group could bounce their 

balloon the highest, bounce a balloon 20 times without hitting the floor, and the children 

popped all the balloons in an “Official Balloon Pop”.   Everyone had a good time. 

Chaplain Shirley Compton opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. The inmates, volunteers, 

children, and family members helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood 

up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a 

Friend, He’s the Friend Next to You”, got everyone in the mood to have a great time. The 

inmate praise band led the rest of the music and everyone was given a variety of percussion 

instruments so played and sang along with the music leaders. The children helped Ann lead the 

motions for “Jesus Loves Me” as we quietly ended the singing session. 

The Bible story was The Prodigal Son.  The father, the older son, and younger son were outfitted 

in lovely costumes.  “Dancing women”, children as “pigs”, and “card dealers” were also dressed 

in costume.  The audience was divided with half supporting the younger son – “Hi Dad”, and 

the other half supported the older son – “What about me?”  Everyone was part of the story 

and at the end, after the laughter and fun, two Inmate Chaplains reflected about the story.  

They reminded us that our FATHER will always come running to us, and always welcome us 

home, no matter how far we have strayed. It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 

Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 

returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, and Warden Judd shared about 

all the programming opportunities there are at NNMCF. 
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During this time the men were busy making cards and bookmarkers with their children and 

grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of newspaper and 

recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and 

makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, delicious homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each 

table and every piece of pizza and every cookie was eaten.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  The person from each dinner group 

whose birthday was closest to Halloween was chosen to be decorated as a “pumpkin”.  

Newspaper, orange paper, and orange crepe paper was used to decorate the “pumpkins”.  It 

was so much fun to see how each pumpkin was so different and everyone had the same 

supplies to start with.   

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the gym with everyone holding hands, 

bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 

special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how 

meaningful the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 

1. To have family day with son. 

2. I came here to see my son. 

3. To visit and enjoy family time. 

4. To spend time with my family. 

5. My grandson. 

6. Because of my son, to see my son, enjoy the day with my son. 

7. I love my son, wanted to hold him in my arms. 

8. Was invited by our son and to spend time with him. 

9. To be with my son. 

10. I came to see my dad. 

11. I wanted to serve my brothers. 

12. To see my loved one and spend time as a family and to show him his beautiful daughter. 

13. I wanted to see my dad. 

14. To see an inmate, who is my nephew. 

15. I wanted to see my brother, and bring my daughter to see her uncle. 

16. To see my uncle who I haven’t seen in a long time. 

17. My family came to see me. 

18. To visit my dad. 

19. I wanted to see my wife. 

20. My son invited us to bring the kids.  Thank you all so much for everything. 

21. My son invited me. 

22. Spend time with family. 

23. I wanted to see my daddy. 

24. To enjoy the day with family. 
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25. To sing and entertain. 

26. So I could see my boyfriend. 

27. My son, to spend some special time together. 

28. My brother is here. 

29. I came to see my father. 

30. For me and grandkids to spend time with family member.  And to socialize with other 

people. 

31. I wanted to see my grandpa and hang with my grandpa and grandma. 

32. To volunteer and support families of inmates. 

33. I wanted to interact and get to know new people and families. 

 

The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were: 

1. Fellowship. 

2. Hear the Word of God. 

3. The fellowship. 

4. Being next to my loved ones. 

5. Enjoying the time with grandson. 

6. Spending the time with my son. 

7. Praising God, and spending with my son. 

8. The skit was great. 

9. Motivational speakers. 

10. Ann’s story. 

11. Seeing the kids interact with their fathers. 

12. I loved seeing my partner and miss him so much. 

13. Seeing my dad. 

14. Seeing my grandson. 

15. Inspiring talk. 

16. Activities with the kids. 

17. Eating and making crafts. 

18. Taking pictures and watching the play. 

19. Seeing my dad. 

20. Spending time with my wife. 

21. Being closer to my son. 

22. When Ann explained the program.  Gave me hope for my son. 

23. Seeing my daddy. 

24. The lady (Ann) talking about her experience. 

25. Kids. 

26. I get to spend time with my boyfriend. 

27. The speeches given by various speakers. 

28. Being able to see kids and fathers come together and interact. 

29. Being able to see the families smile and come together with other people. 

30. We all had a good time.  Everyone left with smiles. 
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31. We all have a good time and we smile and get to clear our minds. 

32. Listening to inmates share visions of hope to family and others. 

33. Meeting two really awesome kids.  Found out I volunteer where they go to school. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. Good for families to interact in a friendly environment. 

2. The inmates need to hear the Word of God. 

3. Good for family values. 

4. For our families. 

5. To enjoy time with loved ones. 

6. It is a nice gathering to see loved ones. 

7. A positive thing with family, and gives the men opportunity with their kids. 

8. Gives you the opportunity to visit family in a more intimate way. 

9. So they can associate with inmates and family. 

10. It gives people a chance to socialize. 

11. God in prison is the greatest deterrent for recidivism. 

12. They are very respectful and cheerful. 

13. So we can spend time with our loved ones. 

14. I want to see my dad. 

15. Brings family together. 

16. We get to see them more and spend time with them. 

17. It brings families together to keep bonds. 

18. We get to see loved ones. 

19. It is great to be able to be with our family. 

20. It sends a positive message. 

21. It’s good for everyone. 

22. Brings family closer together. 

23. My son has returned and programs like these are needed.  Don’t want him to return to 

prison. 

24. I get to play with dad. 

25. It’s good for the family to spend the day with loved ones. 

26. Because it’s a God sent event. 

27. You learn new things and get to spend time with loved ones. 

28. It really seems like it will make a difference. 

29. It is good for families to feel the warmth and love of the ones who are in prison.  I believe 

that love is important. 

30. Seeing kids may open prisoner’s eyes and hopefully straighten the prisoner’s up. 

31. It gives inmates the incentive to be good.  Gives us a chance to spend time with loved 

ones. 

32. We all have a good time and love to smile with other people and see how people love to 

see their families. 

33. Family days bring rays of light and love into an otherwise dark place. 

34. It helps families stay together and build bonds. 
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I appreciate 1687 Foundation books, Guidepost Magazines, gifts and want to tell all 

the sponsors thanks and: 

1. Good job. 

2. God bless and hope to make it next year. 

3. Enjoyed the party. 

4. We are grateful to each and every one that allowed my family to be with my son. 

5. Making it possible for us to visit.  Taking time to put the event together.  It was fun. 

6. That was a very nice gesture. 

7. God bless you all. 

8. Thanks for allowing us to see our loved ones. 

9. Have a good day. 

10. Enjoy them doing this. 

11. Thanks for letting us see our family. 

12. May God bless your organization. 

13. Thank you for a wonderful day and I learned about God.  Amen. 

14. God bless you. 

15. Please come again. 

16. To keep supporting this program as family, I am truly grateful. 

17. May God bless all of you guys for giving us a good time with our family members. 

18. I am so blessed to have a good time and to hang out with the family. 

19. I appreciate it. 

 

I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day: 

2, 25, 28, 30, 60, 63, 64, 65,70, 72, 75, 165, 45 min (from Albuquerque), 400 plus miles, 7 hours. 


