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12th Wings Family Day  

The Farm – Central New Mexico Correctional 
Facility 
Los Lunas, NM 
10-20-18 
 
The 12th Wings Family Day at The Farm in Los Lunas, NM was held on October 20, 2018. There 
were 180 children and adult family members, 34 inmates, 18 volunteers, and 12 Correctional 
staff who were registered to attend.  The volunteers came from congregations from Rio Rancho, 
Los Ranchos, Colorado Springs, CO and Albuquerque, NM.  

On Saturday the team arrived at the prison early. It was decided that the Family Day would be 
held in the outside area from the visiting room, as there was more room and it was a larger place 
to host the event. All the volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day.  The men 
quickly pitched in to help too, and soon everything was set up for the Family Day.  

Next the families started arriving and Ann led the group in mixers.  People got to know one 
another, found out favorite hobbies, and where people were from, and discovered fun things to 
do in their hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one another. Next 
tarps and balloons were being bounded and everyone enjoyed playing together out on the lawn. 

Prison Chaplain Fred Di Lella opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. The inmate band, children, 
family members, and volunteers helped Carolyn lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side 
stood up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a 
Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”.  Then the inmate praise band led everyone in singing, 
musical percussion instruments were distributed to the audience, and everyone was singing, 
playing instruments, and having a great time.  The band was really great and we all loved the 
music time. It was amazing because the band had just “come together” the day earlier.  They had 
practiced all day on Friday and really sounded like they had played together for years. 

The Bible story was The Prodigal Son.  The father, the older son, and younger son were outfitted 

in lovely costumes.  “Dancing women”, children as “pigs”, and “card dealers” were also dressed 

in costume.  The audience was divided with half supporting the younger son – “Hi Dad”, and 

the other half supported the older son – “What about me?”  Everyone was part of the story 

and at the end, after the laughter and fun, the Chaplain reflected about the story.  They 

reminded us that our FATHER will always come running to us, and always welcome us home, 

no matter how far we have strayed. It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, and the Warden shared about the 
many programs available to the men.  During this time the men were busy making cards and book 
markers with their children and grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and 
butterflies out of newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts 
that everyone creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, homemade cookies that were baked by a team of volunteers who pray over 
each cookie, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   
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Everyone always enjoys the “group game” at the end of a Wings Family Day and this Family 
Day was no exception.  A “Get to Know You BINGO Game” was played, and everyone enjoyed 
finding out about one another as they filled in their BINGO card.   

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the open area with everyone holding 
hands, bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It 
was a special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 

1. To see the father of my son and my son can see his daddy. 

2. To have fun with friends. 

3. To see my boyfriend. 

4. Of my family. 

5. To have fun. 

6. Volunteered to help. 

7. To help out and hear the Warden. 

8. Of all the families. 

9. To see my dad. 

10. The word of God. 

11. I like the fellowship. 

12. To spend time with family. 

13. Fun. 

14. To see my uncle. 

15. Support my son. 

16. See my dad. 

17. Become closer to God with my family. 

18. See my son. 

19. God brought me here for this day. 

20. To see my wife and son. 

21. To be with loved ones and learn about the Wings program. 

22. I believe this program is an asset to our families who has loved me unconditionally. 

23. To see my son and meet other families and inmates in our same situation with their loved ones 

in prison.  Wings was awesome in helping making it great. 

24. To meet new people and come together with new people. 

25. To see my love. 

26. We were invited and we wanted to see our loved ones. 

27. Visit and spend quality time with my son. 

28. To be with my family. 

29. To support my brother. 

30. To meet new people and see lives being changed. 

31. I wanted to meet with the inmates and get to know them. 

32. Hear positive things about God. 

33. My brother Joe brought me. 

34. I had an opportunity to be a part of the Wings volunteer group. 

35. To fellowship like God wants us to. 

36. Love to spend time with family and got my sister/ niece to do a little church. 

37. To support my son. 

38. Come to visit my brother. 

39. Come to visit my father-in-law. 
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40. Visit dad. 

41. My son is an inmate here. 

42. I came for the positive environment and a good time with friends. 

43. To experience how Wings touches people. 

44. I love God and the work he is doing in my life. 

45. To praise God and spend time with family. 

46. It is an enjoyable format and has new information. 

47. Wanted to see my daddy. 

48. I needed to see my grandson. 

49. To have fun and visit my son. 

50. I was in the praise and worship team. 

51. I want to spend time with my hubby. 

52. to spend time with my wife and the band. 

53. I wanted to spend more time with my family. 

54. To support my husband who I love very much. 

55. Very important for me and my son. 

56. They needed help serving. 

57. To play guitar in the worship band. 

58. I got blessed. 

59. Wings invited me. 

60. To hear the word of God. 

61. To ea.t 

62. Pizza. 

63. I wanted to share in people’s lives. 

64. I felt it was absolutely necessary. 

The Highlights of the day for me were: 

1. The smiles on my son’s face seeing his dad. 

2. Music. 

3. Food, music, family time. 

4. Seeing my family. 

5. Seeing others with their family. 

6. The whole event. 

7. Having fun seeing all the families together. 

8. The stories.  

9. The singing. 

10. Togetherness. 

11. The play. 

12. The band. 

13. Learning about Wings and meeting new and great people. 

14. Seeing everyone enjoy themselves. 

15. Being with my son and wife. 

16. Spending time and making crafts for the family. 

17. Seeing the men play with their kids. 

18. Being together as a family with my son and other families here for their loved ones as well. 

The great band and praying together. 

19. The bible story and listening to the life story of the founder, Ann. 

20. Everything was great, glad I came. 

21. Watching the children spend time with their dads. 

22. Visiting with my brother. 
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23. The games and sharing pizza. 

24. Feeling the connection and love between the families. 

25. The prayer from the Wings volunteer (Mary) who gave me hope. 

26. Watching everyone participate in events. 

27. Hearing the Word and getting to know people. 

28. The music and bible story. 

29. Sharing conversation while eating a meal. 

30. Story time and having fun. 

31. Watching people smile and have fun.  We don’t get that very much. 

32. Praise, worship, and the Bible story. 

33. Hanging out with my uncle longer than an hour. 

34. Having a good time with everyone and visiting with my brother. 

35. Catching up with my dad. 

36. Fellowship with other inmates. 

37. Crafts and getting to see my dad. 

38. The Christian “Wings”. 

39. Seeing my brother and making his and my day. 

40. The music and getting to know people. 

41. Doing activities with families. 

42. Singing. 

43. Everyone getting involved with the interaction. 

44. Time with family. 

45. The bands performance and the outdoor setup. 

46. Being with my grandson. 

47. All of it. 

48. Playing = fun. 

49. Ann’s story really stuck with me. 

50. Laughing, talking, and greeting each other. 

51. Band, play, food. 

52. Hearing about founder’s story about her life when her husband went to prison. 

53. Pizza & lemonade 

54. It was all great. 

55. To see everyone smile. 

56. The joy of music. 

57. Seeing family together. 

58. Food. 

59. All of it. 

60. Bingo (not played before). 

61. Seeing my grandson. 

62. Seeing families enjoy each other. 

63. Everything. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. It’s nice to have time to do events with loved ones. 

2. It’s good for everyone. 

3. Nice for the inmates to spend more time with their families. 

4. It is good for prisoners and their families. 

5. It brings families closer.  

6. I had a great time with everyone and thing. 

7. We are all God’s children and it’s nice to feel like it. 
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8. It gets all the families to get together.  

9. Great for families to connect.  

10. We are well behaved, and we have fun. 

11. They are fun. 

12. It brings families together. 

13. It’s nice to spend time outside of a room. 

14. Session reminds families of the support available. 

15. They have fun and the guests do too.  

16. It brings families together. 

17. Helps the inmates.  

18. It teaches good, healthy and respectful habits.  

19. It allows us to be with family. 

20. The fellowship and family time and support is much needed. 

21. It does change lives and that is what much happens to make this a better world.  

22. They are a great program. They gave everyone here happiness. Give the inmates hope.  

23. It helps bring families together and to talk to families about stuff they don’t know.  

24. It gets families together.  

25. Very important to bring families together and share with each other.  

26. Builds positive relationships.  

27. Because I get to be with my family.  

28. Wings changes lives.  

29. Its meaningful to the inmates and families. It gives all families something to keep them going.  

30. Things they do are good and positive. 

31. It boosts morale for the families and brings everyone closer.  

32. It’s good and helps families to stay together.  

33. It gives prisoners a chance to enjoy their families.  

34. Because it is nice for good moral. Good for family and inmates to integrate to society.  

35. It is nice.  

36. Helps people get close.  

37. It gives the inmates hope.  

38. It’s a good thing for families to get together.  

39. It’s a good thing to bring the family together.  

40. It changes the atmosphere and brings everyone together.  

41. It’s a great environment for families.  

42. It’s great for families and inmates.  

43. They bring families together and that’s what’s amazing about the Wings foundation. 

44. For fellowship and knowing Jesus.  

45. So the inmates can see family more and won’t be depressed and feeling alone.  

46. It’s a good time and fun.  

47. It gives families ability to bond. 

48. It’s a lot of fun.  

49. It brings God and families together.  

50. It’s a good incentive for good behavior and for Christian fun.  

51. It brings them closer to God and their families.  

52. As a family member, I’m reminded “I am not alone.” 

53. It is fun.  

54. Good for morale.   

55. It brings families together.  

56. Because it was fun.  

57. Of all the positive activities and messages, it conveys.  

58. We all spend time together and have fun.  
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59. Family.  

60. They are awesome.  

61. It boasts prisoner morale and helps us to see that we are close to going home with our fami-

lies.  

62. It helps families and inmates.  

63. The inmates need to be with their loved ones. They need to share their feelings. They miss their 

children.  

64. They are healthy for families.  

65. It was all great.  

66. We can’t do this without them.  

67. It’s the right thing to do! 

68. It is very positive.  

69. It’s fun for our family. 

70. Allows the inmate to visit and it involved the family.  

71. Families need to have time together.  

72. It’s good to get the families together.  

I appreciate 1687 Foundation books, Guideposts Magazines, gifts and books; 
delicious homemade cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 

1. God Bless you.  
2. Thank you for this experience to learn more about this program.  
3. Really appreciate family day.  
4. Hope to see them next time. 
5. I appreciate it. 
6. God bless them all.  
7. Please come back and don’t stop having the Wings Family Day.   
8. I want them to keep up what they are doing.  
9. Please continue with everything.  
10. Please do this more. It is so fun.  
11. They give people hope with love and happiness.  
12. I’m glad you came.  
13. Keep up this great organization. It is needed.  
14. Please keep serving the Lord God and marching in his army.  
15. Need more food:) 
16. Appreciate letting us bond w/our loved one. 
17. We love that you do this for us. May you be blessed. 
18. The cookies were delicious.   
19. God bless. 
20. I appreciate all you donate.  
21. And encourage them to continue to do so. It is God’s will to spread His Word and His good 

ways.  
22. God bless! 
23. Everything was good.  
24. Had such a good time.  
25. Keep up the great work!! 
26. Keep up the good work!  
27. Our Lord Blesses you a 100 fold.  
28. Appreciate everyone! 
29. The music. 
30. We appreciate all that you do.  
31. I love ya’ll and everything ya’ll do. 
32. I am grateful for them taking time out of their lives to be here with me.  
33. We love you for all you are and do.  
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34. I’m a reader and like adding to my personal library. 
35. I love the stuff.  
36. We love the program.  
37. I appreciate all that you do! 
38. God bless you. 
39. I appreciate everything that they did. 
40. I hope my family can come next time. 
41. I appreciate it and would like for ya’ll to keep it up.  
42. Keep supporting families of inmates.  
43. Thank you! 
44. Thank you, thank you. 
45. Please organize more events as soon as possible. 
46. God bless you all.  
47. God’s blessings be with you.  
48. God bless them.  
49. Keep up the good work.  
50. I appreciate it all. 
 

I drove _____ miles one way to come to the Family Day.   
 

8, 10, 12, 20, 25, 30, 80, 100, 110, 150, 176, 200, 220, 225, 287, 450, 5 hours 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


