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The Wings Family Day was held on October 16, 2016. There were 48 children and adult family 
members, 9 inmates, 15 volunteers, and 10 Correctional staff who were registered to attend.  The 
volunteers came from many congregations from Las Cruces and Albuquerque, NM.  

Ann Edenfield Sweet and five Wings volunteers provided an orientation and training for the men 
prior to the Family Day.  The men were prepared to be “team members” for the Family Day, 
were told why and how Wings started, and then taught how to help.   

Wings has also started teaching the men about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets©. Some 
of the men were given 40 cups.  Other groups were given different amounts of cups, but none 
more than 20.  Then the men were given 90 seconds to build the tallest pyramid they could with 
the cups that could stand by themselves. 

Once the 90 seconds was up, Ann talked about “winds of life” that an individual may encounter.  
The men shared loss of job, new job, new relationship, divorce, sickness, car accident, death in the 
family, and incarceration.  Then Ann and team members pretended to be the “winds of life” and 
were given one blow to blow over each pyramid.  The one with 40 cups had stability and a good 
foundation, and most of the cups were left standing. 

People need more than 30 Assets© to cut at-risk behaviors.  Discussion was held and the men 
seemed to really understand that if they wanted to help themselves and their children from going 
to prison, that building and strengthening the “Assets” could help their families.  

The attendance was quite low for the Family Day, so the men were encouraged to teach their 
friends about the 40 Assets© and to be positive role models for the other inmates so more could 
attend future family days.  

The Family Day was held in the gym. When the inmates and family members arrived, they were 
led in mixers.  People got to talk to one another, and then we all played with tarps and balloons, 
and the children ended up popping the balloons in a “Balloon Stomp”.  Everyone enjoyed getting 
this chance to interact with one another and play together. 

Chaplain Ron Adams opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Family members, some inmates, 
and volunteers helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and 
sat down when not singing.  Next everyone sang, “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a 
Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”.  Next motions were taught to “Lord I Lift Your Name on 
High”, as everyone enjoyed the motions and the singing. Native American Wings’ volunteers 
Sadie and Holly led the group in “Jesus Loves Me” while the rest of us did signing as well sang 
along. The music was so much fun. 

The Bible story was The Parable of the Sower.  Chaplain Ron Adams was “The Sower”.  Others 
were picked to be “seeds”, “birds”, “thorns”, “stompers”, and “rocks”.  The seeds got sown and the 
birds of the air pecked at them until they died.  More seeds were sown and they were stomped 



upon and they died.  More seeds were choked by the thorns, and they withered and died.  When 
the seeds fell on the rocks they couldn’t even grow and just died.  But when all the seeds feel on 
the “Good Soil” they grew one-hundred fold!  Everyone was part of the story and at the end, 
after the laughter and fun, Chaplain Ron reflected about the story.  Many seeds get sown, but 
due to a variety of reasons, they withered and died.  But when they are sown in good soil, they 
can grow and flourish.  People reflected on the birds, and thorns, and things that stomped on their 
faith and how important it was to find the good soil so they could be nourished and grow in faith. 
It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, as there were several volunteers 
from different ministries.  Deputy Warden Kathleen Hodges shared about the numerous programs 
the NMCD offers.  Chaplain Ron also explained about the numerous religious programs to at least 
28 different religions within the prison that take place on a weekly basis.  

During this time the men were busy making cards with their children.  They made cards, 
bookmarkers, cheerio/pretzel necklaces, and butterflies out of newspaper and recycled paper. 
Some of the children used recycled cardboard that came in the boxes of books that were 
donated to the prison, to make a 3-dimential very creative piece of art. It’s always wonderful to 
see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, delicious homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each 
table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Although the Summer Olympics are 
now over, Wings held its own “Summer Olympic Roswell Relay”.  Each table became its own 
“team”.  Soon people were carrying the torch, diving, broad jumping, synchronized swimming, 
hitting the volleyball back and forth, rowing in unison, and cheering USA, USA, USA, USA!  The 
national anthem was sung by each team, and then an “Official Olympic Team Photo” was taken 
of each team, and gold medals were hung from each member’s neck.  Great fun was had and 
laughter filled the chapel. 

The Family Day ended in circle around the gym with everyone holding hands, bowing in prayer, 
and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a special, uplifting 
day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Family Day today because:  
1. My brother. 
2. I wanted to spend time with my family.  
3. To spend a good time with my loved ones.  
4. Ann told me too! Actually I wanted to.  
5. To see my husband.  
6. I have been good and I got to see my family.  
7. To see my lovely wife and son.  
8. It is a good way to have family time.  
9. Memo - I was well-behaved.  



10. To support inmates, families, and Wings volunteers. 
11. I came today to spend it with my uncle and have a good time.  
12. I wanted to see Wings in Level 3.  
13. To help reunite inmates and their families.  
14. I like having fun; I like to see people succeed; I like volunteering.  
15. To come and spend all the time that I can with my fathaaa!  
16. To spend time with my dad. 
17. To spend time to be with my family.  
18. My son is incarcerated and Wings is a very good program.  
19. My dad is so important to us.  
20. To be with my family.  
21. My father invited me.  
22. I wanted to spend time with my loved one.  
23. PORQUE ESTE FUEUNDIA DEL MES DE OCTUBRE MUY ESPORL PRRA ACOMPANAR UN-

RATO AMITISO JOSE YAIEGRAYO. “Because this was a very special day in October to 
spend a little time with my son Jose and rejoice.”  

24. Porque quiero eitar con mi yo un budn ticmpo y aprendei. “Because I wanted to be with 
my son and have a good time.”  

 
The highlights of the Family Day for me were:  

1. Family conversation and 1 on 1 interaction with activities.  
2. Getting to play with my kids.  
3. Fun, games, songs, stories, meeting the families.  
4. Talking about God, helping me cope with being without my helper. I like talking to other 

people who know how it feels to have a loved one in prison.  
5. When we got to eat together.  
6. Togetherness, love, and unity.  
7. Speaking to people from the outside.  
8. Being with my grandson.  
9. Being able to see my uncle and the activities we did.  
10. Table talk.  
11. The happiness, the love, the support, the kiddos, the inmates reuniting with their families.  
12. Pictures, arts, and crafts, and the stories Ann told.  
13. Being able to spend time with my dad.  
14. Being here with my dad.  
15. Sitting here having fun with my kids seeing them smile.  
16. Spend time with my family.  
17. To visit and pray as a family. 
18.  When I made a bookmark.  
19. Spending time with my son, mom, dad, and nephew.  
20. The time I got to spend with my father.  
21. The time spent with my family.  
22. LOS JUDGOS CON LOS GLOBOS. “The games/activity with the balloons”.  
23. Los Juegos “The activities/games” 

 
Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because:   

1. The productivities with the coming together. New inmate programs that will help inmates 
take practical steps in understanding Ethic Moral Conduct in:  

• Ethics, How to deal with your prison brothers, Mind set transitions.  



• Better/more resources for inmates inside and to help inmates to be better produc-
tive members of society.  

• More family activities.  
• Inmates need more drug prevention programs for the inmates that are still battling 

drugs inside the walls.  
• Better treatment from CO’s and staff to inmates who are not getting in trouble.  
• Inmates and family need more respect from correction officers.  
• CO’s and staff need to stop stereotyping so call blacks, Hispanic and Native 

Americans, many have good conducts.  
2. It’s great to have hands on with our families.  
3. It supports families to rebuild relationships.  
4. It was a more relaxing visit to hear about how God has helped others in this same situa-

tion.  
5. It’s very therapeutic to spend time with families.  
6. They should understand we are human and have feelings as they do.  
7. It helps to unite the families.  
8. It lifts up inmates’ spirits.   
9. So that the inmates’ families can come and see them and spend time with them.  
10. Families gathering and activities strengthen families and encourage inmates to repair re-

lationships.  
11. The inmates need all the family support to behave on the inside but also to be productive 

when they return home.  
12. They change lives and give home for success.  
13. It gives us the chance to be around someone we love and spend as much time that we can 

possibly with our loved ones.  
14. Cause it allows us to spend time with our dad.  
15. It brings families close to one another.  
16. It is fun and important to spend time with my family.  
17. I think being and learning in a family setting is very important.  
18. To have a better bond with the inmates.  
19. A nice way to connect with loved ones in an environment that isn’t so restricting.  
20. Si, porque los inter nos no son personas que yasefuero. Todaiba tienen senimientos y el 

alma enes cuero, y que no sean escluidodela sosidad.  “Yes, because the prisoners still 
have rights. They still have feelings and a spirt and shouldn’t be excluded from society.”  

21. Porque neceitamos continos conocicendo mun persona. “Because we need to continue 
meeting new people.”  

 
I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, books, delicious homemade cookies, 
and want to tell all the sponsor thanks and:  

1. Keep bringing families together. 
2. We appreciate you time and bring me and my family together for such a great day.   
3. Thank you!  
4. Thank you so much!  
5. Their time was definitely and greatly appreciated 
6. We thank you very much.  
7. To keep doing this as it is very fun and a good thing for anyone who has someone in here.  
8. Thank you COs/Prison staff, inmates/family members/sponsors you’re all awesome.  



9. I appreciate them doing this for not only me, but my dad, and giving us the chance to 
spend as much time as we possibly can.  

10. God Bless 
11. It’s a great thing to spend awesome time.  
12. Awesome 
13. Thank you for offering this program and time to spend with my father.  
14. All your time and efforts are appreciated, THANK YOU!  
15. Que son muy amabbles y nestro padre jehova dios los bendija y iesisdado es espiritutan 

dadiboso. “Because you are very nice and that our father Jehovah blesses you and that 
the Holy Spirit is with you”.  

16. Apreciamos mucho su generosidad. “We appreciate your generosity”.  
17. Christ was present through the love of the volunteers showed.  

 
 

How many miles did you drive one way to attend this Family Day? 
13, 15, 20, 80, 170, 200, 241, 278, Albuquerque 
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