
Wings Family Day  
Southern NM Correctional Facility – POU Unit 
Las Cruces, NM 
10-15-16 
 
The 8th Wings Family Day was held on October 15, 2016. There were 58 children and adult 
family members, 13 inmates, 27 volunteers, and 10 Correctional staff who were registered to 
attend.  The volunteers came from many congregations from Las Cruces and Albuquerque, NM.  

Ann Edenfield Sweet and five Wings volunteers provided an orientation and training for the men 
prior to the Family Day.  The men were prepared to be “team members” for the Family Day, 
were told why and how Wings started, and then taught how to help.   

Wings has also started teaching the men about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets©. Some 
of the men were given 40 cups.  Other groups were given different amounts of cups, but none 
more than 20.  Then the men were given 90 seconds to build the tallest pyramid they could with 
the cups that could stand by themselves. 

Once the 90 seconds was up, Ann talked about “winds of life” that an individual may encounter.  
The men shared loss of job, new job, new relationship, divorce, sickness, car accident, death in the 
family, and incarceration.  Then Ann and team members pretended to be the “winds of life” and 
were given one blow to blow over each pyramid.  The one with 40 cups had stability and a good 
foundation, and most of the cups were left standing. 

People need more than 30 Assets© to cut at-risk behaviors.  Discussion was held and the men 
seemed to really understand that if they wanted to help themselves and their children from going 
to prison, that building and strengthening the “Assets” could help their families.  

The attendance was quite low for the Family Day, so the men were encouraged to teach their 
friends about the 40 Assets© and to be positive role models for the other inmates so more could 
attend future family days.  

The Family Day was held in the gym. When the inmates and family members arrived, they were 
led in mixers.  People got to know one another, found out favorite hobbies, and where people 
were from, and discovered fun things to do in their hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this 
chance to interact with one another. 

Chaplain Ron Adams opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Family members, some inmates, 
and volunteers helped Ann lead the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and 
sat down when not singing.  Next everyone sang, “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a 
Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”.  Next motions were taught to “Lord I Lift Your Name on 
High”, as everyone enjoyed the motions and the singing. Native American Wings’ volunteers 
Sadie and Holly led the group in “Jesus Loves Me” while the rest of us did signing as well sang 
along. The music was so much fun. 

The Bible story was The Parable of the Sower.  Chaplain Ron Adams was “The Sower”.  Others 
were picked to be “seeds”, “birds”, “thorns”, “stompers”, and “rocks”.  The seeds got sown and the 
birds of the air pecked at them until they died.  More seeds were sown and they were stomped 
upon and they died.  More seeds were choked by the thorns, and they withered and died.  When 
the seeds fell on the rocks they couldn’t even grow and just died.  But when all the seeds feel on 



the “Good Soil” they grew one-hundred fold!  Everyone was part of the story and at the end, 
after the laughter and fun, Chaplain Ron reflected about the story.  Many seeds get sown, but 
due to a variety of reasons, they withered and died.  But when they are sown in good soil, they 
can grow and flourish.  People reflected on the birds, and thorns, and things that stomped on their 
faith and how important it was to find the good soil so they could be nourished and grow in faith. 
It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, as there were several volunteers 
from different ministries.  Deputy Warden Kathleen Hodges shared about the numerous programs 
the NMCD offers.  NMCD Head Chaplain, Calvin Robinson, also talked to the family members 
about the importance of helping their loved ones take responsibility for their actions.  Chaplain 
Ron also explained about the numerous religious programs to at least 28 different religions within 
the prison that take place on a weekly basis.  

During this time the men were busy making cards with their children.  They made cards, 
bookmarkers, cheerio/pretzel necklaces, and butterflies out of newspaper and recycled paper. 
Some of the children used recycled cardboard that came in the boxes of books that were 
donated to the prison, to make a 3-dimential very creative piece of art. It’s always wonderful to 
see the beautiful crafts that everyone creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, delicious homemade cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each 
table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Although the Summer Olympics are 
now over, Wings held its own “Summer Olympic Roswell Relay”.  Each table became its own 
“team”.  Soon people were carrying the torch, diving, broad jumping, synchronized swimming, 
hitting the volleyball back and forth, rowing in unison, and cheering USA, USA, USA, USA!  The 
national anthem was sung by each team, and then an “Official Olympic Team Photo” was taken 
of each team, and gold medals were hung from each member’s neck.  Great fun was had and 
laughter filled the chapel. 

The Family Day ended in circle around the gym with everyone holding hands, bowing in prayer, 
and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a special, uplifting 
day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Family Day today because:  
1. I came to support my husband. 
2. I am a volunteer. 
3. My dad is in prison. 
4. I wanted to spend time with family. 
5. I was invited. 
6. To reunite family. Bonding. 
7. Aaron is in jail so we came to see him. 
8. Different atmosphere. 



9. Spend time with family in a different environment, something good in here. 
10. I wanted to celebrate Christ with family. 
11. I love and want to see my dad. 
12. I wanted to volunteer for school and help other people. 
13. I love my family and love spending time with them. 
14. To see what information we can get from the Wings Program. 
15. I missed my dad and wanted to see him. 
16. I love my dad. 
17. To bring granddaughter to see her dad. 
18. Family, fun, games and fellowship. 
19. To see my brother. 
20. I wanted to help and do the Family Day. 

The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were:  
1. The families interacting. 
2. Hanging out with my dad. 
3. Activities with kids. 
4. Hearing stories from the volunteers. 
5. Being able to interact with others and of course hug, talk with family member. 
6. Arts and crafts and seeing Aaron. 
7. Ann’s story. 
8. Ann’s story. Making crafts with kids, seeing the interaction between families. 
9. Spending time with family and learning. 
10. Seeing dad, spending time and enjoying time together, eating pizza to making crafts with 

dad. Enjoying being with mom, dad and me together. 
11. Seeing the kids show off their arts and crafts and seeing them hug their loved ones.  
12. I enjoyed all of it especially the arts and crafts. 
13. I got to see and spend time with my son. 
14. My favorite part was seeing my dad. 
15. This is fun. 
16. Fellowship. 
17. Spending time with family. 
18. To see my brother play with his kids. 
19. The pictures, the families smiling, dads holding their kids. 

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because:   
1. It brings families together. 
2. It is a special day for the inmates. 
3. It’s important to inmates and families. 
4. Is a good way for inmates and families to bond and for communication. 
5. For families. 
6. For the families and the volunteers and warden’s and communities benefit. 
7. It’s important to reach out and help these families and give them support and even hope. 
8. It is very important to be involved with your family. 
9. We learn from this program. 
10. People get to see their dad, husband or someone that is locked away. 



11. Family time. 
12. Good for everybody. 
13. Because it gives opportunity to family to bridge the gap. 
14. It brings family together and lets them spend normal time together, play, eat, etc. 
15. This makes a difference, more dad should attend. Make it mandatory for discharge. 

 
I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, Operation Starting Line. Collaborator 
books and materials, delicious homemade cookies, and want to tell all the 
sponsors thanks and: 

1. Keep it up. 
2. Please host this again. 
3. God bless them. 
4. You are amazing. 
5. We are grateful that you all can keep the awesome programs. 
6. Thank you for the food, and letting us do arts and crafts. 
7. Host more parties. 
8. I appreciate everything, it means a lot. 
9. I hope to volunteer with Wings for Life again. 
10. I really appreciated and enjoyed myself. 
11. Thank you and I appreciate you for the awesome visit. 
12. Good job. 
13. God bless you. 
14. I would like to see this continue. 
15. Good wholesome stories. 

 
How many miles did you drive one way to attend this Family Day? 
210, 15, 15, 90, 15, 15-25, from Las Cruces, from Albuquerque, 126, 126, 126, 15, 126, 600. 
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